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E G A L IT A R IA N ISM  IN E D U C A TIO N  -  ID E A S, P R IN C IPL E S AND
F E A T U R E S

In a d is c u s s io n  on  ega litarian ism , th ree  d ifferen t a n a ly s is  
le v e ls  a re  d is c e r n ib le : perta in ing  to the id ea  -  h ow  it ca n  b e ; 
p r in c ip le s  o rg a n iz in g  the s o c ia l  system  -  h ow  it sh ou ld  b e ; and 
finally  fe a tu re s  o f the sy s te m  -  h ow  it is . It is , h o w e v e r , im pos
s ib le  to a rra n g e  th e se  a p p r o a c h e s  in a c h r o n o lo g ic a l  o rd e r , b e 
c a u s e  in the h is to ry  o f c iv iliza tion  th ey  a re  intertw ined and  o c 
c u r  to g e th er . It is  re la tive ly  e a s y  to sh o w  the m ost g e n e ra l c o n 
tinuity -  o p p o s it io n  to hum an harm -  and va ria b ility , i.e . con ten t 
d ifferentiation  -  in time and  s o c ia l  s p a c e .  It is  a g r e e d  that w e 
d e a l with a u n iv e rsa l, allhum an v a lu e , but the fa c t  o f total arb i
trary m odifica tion  -  p rop itiated  b y  eq u iv o ca lity  o f  the term , immen
s e  em otion a l loa d  and  n u m erou s a s s o c ia t io n s  -  is  in to lera b le .

1. E ga litarian  id e a s

It s e e m s  p o in t le s s  to a rg u e  w h en  an d  w h ere  ega litarian ism  
w a s  first d is c u s s e d .  A v a ila b le  s o u r c e s  sh o w  that som e  cu rre n ts , 
a p p r o a c h e s  and d efin ition s had b e e n  form ed in antiquity. One of 
th o s e  tren d s , w ell d e v e lo p e d  not on ly  on  the id ea  le v e l  but a ls o  
on  the s y s te m -o rg a n iz in g  p r in c ip le s  le v e l ,s p o k e  abou t equ ality  
o f the "sa tia ted  man" (e .g .  A r is to t le ) . On the o th er  h and , the ra
d ica l o r  p le b e ia n  trend  re fe rre d  to equ a lity  o f a ll p e o p le , to the 

"h u n gry  man" (P la to , s t o i c s ) .  T h is  motif is  la ter  fou n d  in C h ris
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tian c o n c e p t s .  T h e  ra d ica l ega lita rian  cu rren t c le a r ly  m an ifested  
itse lf in c o n c e p t s  and  a ctiv it ie s  o f  e a r ly  U top ian s (T .  M oru s,
G-, W in sta n ley , T .  C a m p a n e lla ) and in p re -M a rx is t  s o c ia l is t  d o c 
tr in es  ( e .g .  C . H. S a in t-S im on , C h. F o u r ie r , R . O w e n ).

In b oth  tre n d s , w h ich  had b e e n  the roo t o f  both  b o u rg e 
o is  an d  m o d e m  com m unist id e o lo g y , w e  find a w h o le  ra n g e  o f 
ega lita ria n  id e a s . F o r  som e  o f them, the in d iv idua l'' s  in terest 
p r e v a ils , o th e rs  fa v o r  s e le c t e d  s o c ia l  g r o u p s  o r  en tire  s o c ie t ie s ,  
still o th e rs  -  in te re s ts  o f the sta te . T h e  fo c u s  is  first on  fo r 
mal equ a lity  o f c h a n c e s ,  then  rea l equ a lity  o f  co n d it io n s : politi
c a l  equ a lity  w a s  co n tra s te d  with the e c o n o m ic  s p h e r e ; the hu
man li fe -s p a n  w a s  h igh lighted  o r  tra n s c e n d e d  the w orld . E ga li
tarianism  s e r v e d  to  stren gth en  and leg itim ize  the ru le rs , and 
the ru led  to a b o lis h  e x is t in g  s o c ia l  o rd e r . K . M arx  and  F . E n
g e ls  d rew  on  that m aze o f  id e a s  and d o c tr in e s  a b ou t eq u a lity . 
N on e o f  them , h o w e v e r , left a com p le te , c o h e r e n t  le s s o n  on  the 
s u b je c t , not to m ention e v e n  a th e o re t ica l outline. In a num ber 
o f s c a tte r e d  rem ark s  th ey  r e s e r v e d  th e m s e lv e s  to p re se n t e n d s  
to r e a c h , a v o id in g  the n e c e s s a r y  m ean s. T h e y  s p o k e  m erely  
abou t a  p r o c e s s ,  a b ou t d r iv in g  tow a rd s  equ a lity . H o w e v e r , in 
th eir  c a s e ,  a s  with W. I. Lenin w e sh ou ld  b e  a b le  to d ifferen 
tiate the e a r ly  c o n c e p t s  in th eir  w ritings (E c o n o m ic —p h ilo s o p h ica l 
M a n u s cr ip ts , H oly  F am ily, G erm an  I d e o lo g y )  from  id e a s  articu 
la ted  la te r  ( e .g .  C a p ita l) . T h e  o b je c t  o f th eir  s c ie n tific  d i s c u s 
s io n s  w a s  ca p ita lis t  s o c ie t y  w h o s e  re la tion s  w e re  the b a s is  o f 
p e r s p e c t iv is t ic  th inking. F o r  M arx the h is to r ic  n e c e s s it y  w a s  to 
n a tion a lize  p rop erty  and  in tensify  la b o r  d ev e lop m en t. In T h e  
C ritique o f G-othan program , h e  d ra w s attention to the idea  that 
the form ula " e v e r y b o d y  a c c o r d in g  to h is w o rk " fitting b o u r g e o is  
le g is la tio n  must b e  u n d e rs to o d  a s  e q u a l pay  fo r  e q u a l w ork .
T h e  fa c to r  g o v e rn in g  th is p r in c ip le  is  eq u a lly  a p p lied , h o w e v e r , 
to u n eq u a l in d iv id u a ls . O nly "at a h ig h er  s ta g e  o f  com m unism , 
w h en  the e n s la v in g  su b ord in a tion  o f hum ans to w ork  d istribu 
tion  d is a p p e a r s  a s  d o e s  o p p o s it io n  o f p h y s ic a l  to  in te llectu a l 
w ork ; w h en  w ork  h a s  b e c o m e  not on ly  the s o u r c e  o f  su b sisten -- 
c e  but a ls o  the m ost im portant n e c e s s it y  o f  hum an life ; w hen
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a lo n g  with v e rs a t ile  d ev e lop m en t o f  in d iv id u a ls  la b o r  in tensity  
h a s  in r e a s e d  and  a ll s o u r c e s  o f  r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  b e e n  jo in e d  to 
a b u n d a n ce  -  the n arrow  h o r iz o n  o f b o u r g e o is  law  w ill b e  p a s s e d .  
T h e  s o c ie t y  w ill then  b e  a b le  to  d e c la r e  on  th e ir  b a n n e r  e v e r y 
b o d y  a c c o r d in g  to h is  ab ility , e v e r y b o d y  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  needs'.'^  
M arx ist equ a lity  id ea l a c c e p t s  a s  a  s o le  m ea su re  the individu 
a l ' s  n e e d s , th eir  v a r ie ty  and  th eir  full sa tis fa c t io n .

E n g e ls  fo llo w e d  a sim ilar c o u r s e .  G -rowing s o c ia l  a w a re 
n e s s  le a d s  to the poin t w h ere  "r e a l con ten t o f the p r o le t a r ia te 's

2p ostu la te  o f  equ a lity  is  the dem and to  a b o lis h  c l a s s e s "  . In that 
c o n s is t s  the c h a r a c te r  o f ega lita ria n  s tru g g le  co m p r is in g  not on ly  
the nature o f  law  but a ls o  the s o c ia l  an d  e c o n o m ic  s p h e r e s .  A s  
d istin ctly  a s  M arx , h e  d e n o u n c e d  ega lita rian ism  v ie w e d  a s  id e n - 
tica lity  o f p a rticu la r  in d iv id u a ls .

T h is  term  w a s  a ls o  ca u tio u s ly  u s e d  b y  Lenin , w h o  d id  not 
r e v is e  g e n e r a l a s s e r t io n s  m ade by  h is p r e d e c e s s o r s  but ra th er 
con tin u a ted  and  su p p lem en ted  them . In h is  w o r k s  he c le a r ly  and  
co n s is te n t ly  d is t in g u ish ed  b e tw een  equ a lity  o f  c h a n c e s  -  a n y b o 
dy su ffic ien tly  m otivated h a s  e q u a l opportun ity  to try to obta in  
a ce rta in  v a lu e  ( g o o d )  w h ich  d o e s  not o b v io u s ly  m ean to obta in  
it -  m od era te  ega lita rian ism  (form al kind o f e q u a lity ) -  and  eq u 
ality o f  c o n d it io n s  — e fforts  to le v e l  d is c r e p a n c ie s  in s o c ia l  p o 
s it io n s , liv in g  s ta n d a rd s  and co n d it io n s  o f life -  ra d ica l e q u a liz a 
tion . H is v ie w s  on  s o c ia l  equ a lity  p rob lem  c h a n g e d  g ra d u a lly  a s  
th e o re t ica l a ssu m p tion s  turned  to  p ra c t ica l im plem entation o f  the
s e  id e a s . E v e n  in h is w ork  w ritten in 1 9 1 ?  S tate and  R evo lu tion  
he w a s  an  extrem e ega lita ria n ist, w hile in the p rogra m  a rtic le  
T h e  N e a re s t  Y e a r s  o f  S o v ie t  P o w e r  h e  c o r r e c t e d  h is  p o s it io n  
e x a c t ly  u n d e r  the p r e s s u r e  o f rea lity . T h e  fundam ental d ire ct io n  
o f c h a n g e s  w a s  to run from  co m p u ls io n  ("d ic ta to rs h ip  o f the p ro 
le ta r ia t" ) to  ega litarian ism .

1 K . M a r x , K ry tyk a  program u  g o ta js k ie g o , W a rsz a w a  
1 9 6 1 , p . 15.

2 F", E n g  e  1 s , A nty-D u h rin g , W a rsz a w a  1956 , p. 120 .
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T w o  m ore m otifs re la ted  to equ a lity  in M a r x 's ,  E n g e l^  
and e s p e c ia l ly  L e n in 's  d e lib e ra tio n s  a re  w orth  e x p o s in g : d ist in c
tion b e tw e e n  v a r io u s  p o in ts  o f r e fe r e n c e . O ne o f them is s tru c 
tural in c h a r a c te r  -  c o n c e r n in g  p ro d u ctio n  re la t ion sh ip s  and 
o w n e rsh ip  o f p ro d u ctio n  m ean s -  and s e e k s  the s o u r c e s  in 
c la s s  and  e c o n o m ic  type  o f s o c ie t y : the o th er  is  o f a d istribu 
tive c h a r a c te r ,  d istribu tion  o f b a s ic  com m odities , sa tis fa ctio n  o f 
n e e d s , a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to p o s ts , participation  p r in c ip le s  fo r  indivi
d u a ls  and  entire  s o c ia l  g r o u p s  in g o v e r n in g  p r o c e s s e s  -  it 
c o n c e n tr a te s  on  im provin g  an d  c o r r e c t in g  d istribu tion  m ech a n ism s . 
A n o th e r  motif c o n c e r n s  d ifferen t p o s s ib i li t ie s  o f fu n ction in g  of 
the c a te g o r ie s  in q u e s tio n  u n d e r  the c o n d it io n s  o f a s o c ie t y  o f 
p len ty  and  re la tive  g o o d s  limitation: th e s e  p rob lem s sh ou ld  b e  
s e e n  in y e t  a d ifferen t w a y  in p ost-in d u str ia l s o c ie t ie s  (te c h n o 
lo g ic a l  a d v a n cem en t and  g lo b a l e c o n o m ic  grow th  a s  the main sti
m ulators to e g a lita r ia n is m ). T h e  im portant e lem ent o f the M arxist 
equ a lity  c o n c e p t  is  u n d ersta n d in g  that the sy stem  m ost com p lete 
ly e x p r e s s in g  man ca n n o t b e  b a s e d  o n  su b ord in a tion  o f an  indi
v id u a l to s o c ie t y  (a su m p tjon : in com m unism  an in d iv id u a l 's  in
te re s t  and s o c i e t y 's  in terest a re  c o n g r u e n t ) .

In P o la n d , th o se  v ie w s  h a v e  b e e n  frequ en tly  r e co n s tru c te d , 
in terpreted^  and a p p lied  to d e fin e  cu rren t situation  and stra tegy

4
o f fu rther d ev e lop m en t . H o w e v e r , ega litarian ism  itse lf both  in 
th e o re tica l and em p irica l a s p e c t s  h a s  not b e e n  -  con tra ry  to 
a p p e a r a n c e s  -  sy s te m a tica lly  e x p lo re d . One sh ou ld  ra th er s p e a k  
o f s e v e r a l  w a v e s  o f in c r e a s e d  in terest, th ou gh  it is  on e  o f the 
m ost im portant id e a s  con stitu tin g  p re se n t s o c ia l is t  s o c ie t ie s .

3
G-. T em ik in , K a ro la  M ark sa  o b ra z  g o s p o d a r k i kom unist— 

ty c z n e j, W a rsza w a  1 962 ; E . Ż y ro , P o ję c ie  s p ra w ie d liw o ś c i u K a 
ro la  M a rk sa , W a rsza w a  1966 ; J. M a lan ow sk i, Z a s a d a  r ó w n o ś c i 
s p o łe c z n e j  w  u stro ju  s o c ja l is ty c z n y m  w  p r a c a c h  L enina , Studia 
S o c jo l o g i c z n e ,  1 970 , N o 4; G . K r u c z k o w s k a , E ga litaryzm  a p ła 
c e ,  W a rsza w a  1979 .

4
M. F ritzhand, M ark sizm  a id ea  r ó w n o ś c i , N ow e D rog i, 

1 974 , No 3; E . K o s to w s k a , P o ję c ie  r ó w n o ś c i  w  m yśli m ark sistow 
s k ie j i m ie s z c z a ń s k ie j ( r ó ż n ic e  i a n a lo g ie ) ,  S tudia  S o c jo lo g i c z n e ,  
1974 , N o 2; S . D ziam sk i, R ó w n o ś ć  i s p r a w ie d liw o ś ć  w  m arksi
s to w sk ie j m yśli s p o łe c z n o -p o l it y c z n e j  w  P o ls c e ,  Id e o lo g ia  i P o 
lityka, 1 9 7 9 , No 11.
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In W estern  s o c ia l  p h ilo so p h y  the s u b je c t  e n jo y s  un faltering 
in terest. It is  ro o te d  b a c k  in lib e ra l equ a lity  c o n c e p t s  s a n c t io 
n ing fr e e  com petitive  e c o n o m ic  m ech a n ism s an d  it f o c u s e s  ch ie f
ly on  s o c ie t y -r e la t e d  in eq u a lities  w h ich  it r e g a r d s  in d istribu tive

5
a s p e c t  . T h e  resu lt o f a d istribu tive  a s p e c t  in a n a ly s is  o f  ine
q u a lit ie s  o f d ifferent c h a r a c te r  -  s o c ia l ,  m aterial, cu ltura l (m ain ly 
w a g e , in com e and p re s tig e  re la ted  p ro b le m s  a re  r a is e d )  -  is  
sh ifting  to the b a ck g ro u n d  o f s o c ia l  re la tion s  and  la b o r  in tensity , 
w h ich  p re co n d it io n e d  a d e q u a te n e s s  o f  on e  kind o f  d istribu tion  
o v e r  an oth er.

A  multitude o f v a r io u s  m otifs and  id e a s  on  equ a lity  requ i
r e s  s e v e r a l  p o s s ib i li t ie s  to b e  c o n s id e r e d  w h en  w e  a n a ly s e  this 
c a te g o r y  from  the a n g le  o f  e d u ca tio n . A  s e a r c h  fo r  o b je c t iv e  
cr ite r ia  and s ta n d a rd s  le a d s  to the b e lie f  that the b a s ic  c la s s i f i 
ca tion  sh ou ld  run the lin e : ind iv idual equ a lity  -  s o c ia l  equ a lity .

In the first c a s e  c o n s id e r e d , o n e  may re fe r  to at le a s t  tw o, 
d ifferen t c o n c e p t io n s . Id e o lo g ic a l fou n dation  is  u top ian  s o c ia lis m , 
the motto "to  e a c h  the sa m e " . T h is , h o w e v e r  w ou ld  c a ll  fo r  the 
a ssu m p tion  to b e  m ade that in d iv idua ls a re  id en tica l in in te lle c 
tual ca p a c ity  or , m ore p r e c is e ly  and b ro a d ly  -  e d u ca tio n . T h e  
b a s ic  cr it ic ism  c o n s is t s  in the n e c e s s it y  to  d istin g u ish  b e tw e e n  
equ a lity  and iden tica lity . With an  e y e  to u n q u e st io n a b le  g e n e t ic  
and an atom ica l d iv ers ity  o f  hum an in d iv id u a ls  -  in te llig e n ce  le 
v e l , p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  tem peram ent, health  e t c . -  an d  d iv e rs ifie d  
n e e d s  o f s o c ie t y  -  e d u ca tio n a l b a ck g ro u n d , p r o fe s s io n , innate 
le a d e r s h ip  sk il ls  and o th e rs  -  to  a c c e p t  s u c h  an  id ea  o f indi
v id u a l equ a lity  in e d u ca tion  h a s  n o  rationa l p re m is e s . A n oth er  
c o n c e p t  o f in d iv idua l equ a lity  re la te s  to M arx  and  Lenin -  " e v e 
ry b o d y  a c c o r d in g  to h is  a b ilit ies , e v e r y b o d y  a c c o r d in g  to h is  
n e e d s " .  It is  m ore re a lis t ic  to a d op t it a s  a r e fe r e n c e  poin t in 
s tu d ie s  on  ed u ca tio n . W e turn h e re  to a b ilit ie s  o f b oth  an  indivi
du a l and  p e o p le . A n a ly s is  o f e d u ca tio n a l rea lity  in th is c o n v e n -

5 S e e  e .g . A . S ch ü tz , S . J. B en n , J. P lam en atz  -  w o rk s  
in c lu d ed  in the b o o k  A s p e c t s  o f Human E quality , N ew  Y o rk  1956 ;
R . D a h ren d orf, On the O rigin  o f S o c ia l  Inequality , /in :/ P h i lo s o p h y , 
P o lit ic s  and S o c ie ty , e d . P . L aslett, W . G-. R uncim an , O xford  1967 ; 
F . P ark in , C la s s  Inequality  and P o lit ica l O rd er, L on d on  1 971 ; L. 
K r ie s b e r g , S o c ia l  Inequality , N ew  J e r s e y  1 9 7 9 .



104

tion  is  p o s s ib le  on ly  w h en  on e  fundam ental p ro v is io n  is  m ade: 
e q u a l s itu a tion s must b e  met, that is  s o c ia l^  e d u ca tio n a l and  s o 
c ia liz in g  en v iron m en ts  m ust b e  sim ilar. W ithout m eeting that c o n 
dition -  w h en  ch ild re n  and you th  d o  not h a v e  s im ilar opportu n i
t ie s  to d e v e lo p  th eir  a b ilit ie s  and d e s ir e s  -  it is  difficult to  p ro 
p o s e  so lu tio n s  o f that k ind. F o r  th o s e  -  qu ite d ifferent -  rea 
s o n s ,  I r e je c t  b oth  c o n c e p t s  re la ted  to in d iv idua l equ a lity .

T h e r e fo r e , a n o th e r  p oss ib ility  o f v ie w in g  the equ ality  p ro 
blem  sh ou ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d , that is  s o c ia l  rela tion  c a te g o r y . It 
is  b a s e d  on  the p rem ise  that the d istribu tion  o f  g ifted  in d iv idu a ls  
with ce rta in  in te llectu a l p r e d is p o s it io n s  is  norm al, that is  it fo l
lo w s  a b e ll -s h a p e d  cu r v e . In e d u ca tion  it is  m an ifested  in s u c h  
a w ay  that fo llow in g  upw ard  s c h o o l  le v e ls  the num ber o f indivi
d u a ls  with poten tia l a b ilit ie s  d e c r e a s e s .  T h e  s e c o n d  p rem ise  is  
that within p a rticu la r  c la s s e s ,  s o c ia l  la y e r s , la rg e  g ro u p s  and 
lo c a l  com m unities, the d istribu tion  pattern o f th is poten tia l is  s i
milar, i.e . d ire ct ly  p ro p o rtio n a l to their p rop ortion  in g lo b a l s o -

6c ie ty  . T h e  s u b je c t  o f r e s e a r c h  is  then  b ro a d ly  u n d e rs to o d  a s  
a c c e s s  to e d u ca tio n , and  the r e fe r e n c e  point is  a b s  o  1 u - 
t e  e q u a l i t y  o r , in o th er  w o r d s , a s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  b- y  s o m e  g r o u p s  
d o  n o t  p r o f i t  f r o m  t h i s  g o o d  a t  
t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r s .  A part from  a rgu 
m ents o f s o c ia l  nature, s u c h  an  a p p ro a ch  is  v a lid a ted  by  e c o 
nom ic and  p o lit ica l c o n s id e r a t io n s .T ^ is  defin ition  m ay b e  a p p lied  
to e d u ca t io n  in v a r io u s  w a y s . V a riou s  path s o f th inking m ay b e  
p u rsu e d , v a r io u s  s o lu t io n s  fou n d . F irstly , an  e q u a l m asure may 
b e  sou g h t. A n  exa m p le  w ou ld  b e  equ ality  o f op p ortu n ities  o r  
eq u a l d ep a rtu re , a ssu m in g  a sim ilar d ep artu re  le v e l  fo llo w e d  by  
com petition  -  m od era te  ega litarian ism . S e c o n d ly , an  eq u a l situa
tion may b e  a c c e p t e d  a s  a starting p rem ise . T h e  b e s t  exam ple  
o f th is m ay b e  equ a lity  o f  c o n d it io n s , a lre a d y  m entioned  e a r lie r , 
in w h ich  y o u n g  p e o p le  liv e  and  learn  -  ra d ica l equ ation . T h e r e

6 T h is  r e a s o n in g  h a s  its o p p o n e n ts : ra c ia l a n th rop o log i
c a l  th e o r ie s , c ircu la tio n  o f  e lite s , e lite s  o f p ow er .
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naturally a r is e s  the q u e s tio n  o f w hat situation  and  con d ition s  
sh o u ld  b e  taken  into a c c o u n t  from  the point o f v ie w  o f equ ality
in e d u ca tio n .

T h e  d ifferent c o n c e p tu a l a p p r o a c h  to s o c ia l  equality  in e -  
d u ca tion  c o n s is t  in d is t in g u ish in g  c h i ld r e n 's  startin g  le v e ls  at 
s h o o !  ( e .g .  s c h o o l  maturity -  s o c ia l ly  d iv e rs ifie d  p rep a ra tion  to 
b e g in  lea rn in g  at the first g ra d e  o f e lem entary  s c h o o l )  from  le 
a rn in g  co n d it io n s  (e ffo r t  put into e d u ca tio n  -  da ily  com m uting, 
e x p e n s e s  on  e d u ca tio n  ch a rg in g  ind iv idual b u d g e ts , e t c . )  and 
from  e d u ca tio n  re su lts  (a c h ie v in g  sim ilar re su lts  in stratifica tio— 
nal an d  en viron m en ta l co n te x t  e s p e c ia l ly  at the le v e l  that a p p e 
a r s  com m on  and so lid  and  in m onom ial s c h o o l s ) .

E a c h  o f the a b o v e  p re se n te d  w a y s  o f u n d ersta n d in g  eq u a 
lity in e d u ca tin g  institutions -  in tra s ch o o l equ a lity  -  d e s ig n a te s  
a d ifferen t thing. W hen  w e  talk abou t e q u a l d ep a rtu re  w e  m ean 
sim ilar initial co n d it io n s  du rin g  ch ild h o o d  that e n a b le  h o n e s t  com 
petition  and  t a k e -o f f  fo r  the b e s t . In e q u a l lea rn in g  co n d it io n s , 
w e  a re  in terested  in m aintaining sim ilar s o c ia l iz in g  and  m aterial 
b a s e  throu ghou t the en tire  p e r io d  o f e d u ca tio n  s o  that the s o le  
fa c to r  in a ch ie v e m e n ts  is  the hum an on e  (h is  in te llig en ce  and 
p e r s o n a lit y ) . W hen w e  co n ce n tra te  u pon  e q u a l e ffe c ts  w e  le a v e  
starting  con d ition  and tak e sim ilar final a ch ie v e m e n ts  into fo c u s , 
in stea d .

T h e  s o c ia l  equ a lity  p rob lem  in e d u ca tio n  may b e  a n a ly se d  
in y e t  a d ifferent c o n v e n t io n , c o n s is t in g  in d istin ction  b etw een  
potentia l ph en om en a  and p r o c e s s e s  -  equ a lity  o f c h a n c e s  -  on  
the on e  hand and e x is t in g  o r  p a st c o n d it io n s  -  equ ality  o f  p a r 
ticipa tion  on  the oth er. W hen  w e  talk ab ou t c h a n c e s  w e m ean 
prim arily e q u a l a c c e s s  to a c t iv e  and h o n e s t  com petition  with com 
p a ra b le  p a rtn ers  le a rn in g  institutions. E q u a l participation , h ow e 
v e r , is  the resu lt o f co m p le x  s o c ia l  p r o c e s s e s  and s h o w s  the 
d istribu tion  o f the v a lu e  o f ed u ca tion .

It sh ou ld  b e  rem em bered  h ere  that e a c h  o f  the a b o v e  p re
se n te d  p r o p o s a ls  is com plem en tary  to the form ula o f a b so lu te  
eq u a lity . T h e y  a re  mutually in se p a ra b le  and th ey  d o  not c o v e r  
the en tire  fie ld  o f  e d u ca tio n . A part from  in terest, th ere  still r e -



106

main tea ch en -stu d en t in te ra ct ion s  and  the q u e s tio n  o f  e q u a l atti
tude tow a rd s  y ou th  in c la s s r o o m s . T h e  ro o t  fo r  s u c h  a d e c is io n  
is the n e c e s s it y  to d em a rca te  the lin e  b e tw e e n  d if fe r e n c e s  and 
in eq u a lities . F o r  a s o c io lo g is t  the s u b je c ts  o f  in terest a re  the 
in eq u a lities  stem m ing from  s u c h  s o c ia l  re la t io n s  and  s tru ctu res  
that a re  o b je c t iv e ly  un ju stifiab le  o r  s o c ia l ly  u n a c c e p ta b le . T h e  
ph en om en a  p ro v in g  g e n e ra t io n -to -g e n e ra t io n  in h eritan ce  a re  o f 
k e y -im p o rta n ce  to d is c u s s io n s  a b ou t e d u ca tio n .

In W estern  s c ie n t ific  literature, m eritocra tic  orien tation  is  
s tro n g ly  e m p h a s ize d . T h e  c o n c e p t  o f  inequality  in the system

7o f e d u ca t io n  h a s  b e e n  m ost th orou gh ly  p r e s e n te d  b y  R . B o u d o n  .

2. E ga litarian  p r in c ip le s

O ne o f the im portant d if fe r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  s o c ia l  id e a s  and 
p r in c ip le s  is  c o n n e c te d  with d e g r e e  o f u n iv ersa lity . Id ea s  a re  
m ore u n iv e r s a l an d  g o  b e y o n d  a g iv e n  time sp a n  and s o c ia l  
s p a c e .  On the o th er  hand, p r in c ip le s  in th e ir  defin ite m ajority 
a re  va lid  on ly  in a defin ite s o c ia l -p o l i t ic a l  sy stem , in a ce rta in  
h is to r ica l d im en sion . Let u s  turn to the A m erica n  D e c la ra tion  o f 
In d e p e n d e n ce  o r  the F r e n c h  D e c la ra tion  o f  R igh ts o f  M an. T h o 
s e  18th. C entury d ocu m en ts  both  e m p h a s ise  form al, le g a l eq u a li
ty o f op p ortu n ities  ( e .g .  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to p o s it io n s )  but u n eq u a l 
d istribu tion  o f a d v a n ta g e s  and  ta len ts  (in n a te  a b il it ie s ) and c o n 
se q u e n tly , u n eq u a l d istribu tion  o f a ccom p lish m en ts  an d  rew a rd s .
In the y e a r s  to fo llow , b a s ic  con ten ts  c o n c e r n in g  equ ality  rem ai
n ed  u n a ltered  th ou gh  in s u b s e q u e n t  le g is la t iv e  d ocu m en ts  th ey  
w e re  p r e c is e d  and  su b ord in a ted  to defin ite g o a ls .  T h e  p r in c ip le  
o f le g a l equ ality  fu n ction s  to the p re s e n t  d a y : form al -  a s  M ar
x is t  s a y ,  o r  d e m o cra tic  -  a s  b u r g e o is  s c h o la r s  c a ll  it. It fin ds 
its s o u r c e s  in lib e ra l s o c ia l  id e a s  (th e  th e s is  o f natural equ ality  — ______________

R . B o u d o n , E d u ca tion , O pportunity and S o c ia l  Inequality, 
N ew  Y o rk  1974 ; C h. J en k s , E d u ca tion  and E quality , /in :/ M o
d ern  S o c ie t y , e d . P . W o r s le y , N ew  Y o r k  1 9 7 8 ; C h. J. H urn, T h e  
Limits and  P o s s ib i lit ie s  o f S c h o o lin g . A n  In troduction  to the S o 
c io lo g y  o f E d u ca tion , B o s to n  1 9 7 8 .
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o f p e o p le  -  fr e e  com p etition ) and m eritocra tic  id e a s  (a n  indivi
d u a l“ s  m erits -  rew a rd s  g r a n te d ).

Quite d ifferen t w e re  the e ffo r ts  to m ove from  ega litarian  
id e a s  to p r in c ip le s  ( con stitu tion a l and  le g a l s o lu t io n s )  and  the 
m olding o f s o c ia l  rea lity  du rin g  the revo lu tion  in R u s s ia . O rigi
nal s lo g a n s  (P o w e r  to the S o v ie ts , Land to p e a s a n ts , P e a c e )  
u n derw en t d e c is iv e  re -e v a lu a t io n . M aking u s e  o f the notion  d ic 
ta torsh ip  o f p ro letaria t -  the p roletaria t ta k e s  p o w e r  und u s e s  
it to  a c c o m p lis h  its ow n c la s s  in te rests  -  in te rests  o f a ll o th er 
c l a s s e s  and g r o u p s  w e re  su b ord in a ted  to the in te rests  o f the 
ruling c la s s .  T h is  h a p p e n e d  in e c o n o m ic , p o lit ica l a s  w e ll a s  
id e o lo g ic a l  s p h e r e s . T h e  s u p e r io r  g o a l  tow a rd s  w h ich  th is kind 
o f s o lu t io n s  w e re  im plem ented w a s  the d e c la r e d  intention o f  s o 
c ia l  c h a n g e  that w o u ld  le a d  to a c la s s l e s s  s o c ie t y . It w a s  on ly  
in the com m unist s o c ie t y  -  w h ich  a p p e a r s  a s  a certa in  v is io n  
w ithout u n e q u iv o ca lly  d e fin ed  con ten ts  and  e s p e c ia l ly  without 
p r e c is e  interm ediate s t a g e s  le a d in g  to that en d  and tem pora l di
m en sion  -  that defin ite s te p s  ou ts id e  the form al equ ality  form ula 
w ou ld  b e  m ade and  rea l s o c ia l  equ ality  attained; ind iv idual eq u a 
lity and freed om  to sa tis fy  n e e d s  a c c o r d in g  to the form ula "to 
e v e r y o n e  a c c o r d in g  to h is  n e e d s " .

T h e  rights and d u ties  o f c it iz e n s  w e re  d e fin ed  in the p e 
riod  b e tw e e n  the w orld  w a rs  in the C onstitution  o f the P o lis h  
R e p u b lic  o f M a rch  1 9 2 1 . A s id e  from  its b o u r g e o is -d e m o c r a t ic  ch a 
ra cte r , the C onstitution  g ra n ted  a w id e  ra n g e  o f fundam ental rights 
and fre e d o m s  to in d iv id u a ls . E quality  to the law  c o n c e r n s  n ation a
lity, re lig ion  and s e x .  T h e  fa ctu a l ra n g e  o f p e o p le 1* s  equality  
right w a s  limited b y  a n o th er  C onstitu tion  d e c la r e d  in A p r il 1935 , 
the lim itations co m p r is in g  freed om  to a s s e m b le  and form  co a lit io n s  
and  e le c to r ia l righ ts. T h e  C onstitution  a s  a w h o le  w a s  aim ed at 
stren gth en in g  cen tra l state p o w e r  and in c lu d ed  authoritarian  e le 
m ents.

T h e  y e a r s  o f  N azi o c c u p a t io n  -  the fight a g a in st  an e x ter 
nal en em y -  a re  a tra g ic  but a ls o  p e cu lia r  p e r io d . Internal dif
f e r e n c e s  on  s o c ia l -p o li t ic a l  is s u e s  lo s t  m uch o f their im port. S o 
c ia l  life  b e ca m e  s u b je c te d  to utterly d ifferent, ex tern a lly  im p osed
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an d , at the sam e time, m ore o r  l e s s  d is r e s p e c t e d  la w s . T h e  
state  o f s h o c k  s o c ie t y  w a s  in at the en d  o f the w a r  and  the 
n ew  s o c ia l -p o li t ic a l  o r d e r  a id e d  rapid  and  d eterm in ed  form u
lation  o f n ew  p r in c ip le s  o rg a n iz in g  the s o c ia l  sy s te m . T h e  Ma
n ifest o f July 22 , 1944  p roc la im ed : "T h e  P o lis h  N ational L ibera 
tion Com m ittee em bark in g  on  re co n s tru c t io n  o f P o la n d 's  s ta te - 
h od d , so lem n ly  d e c la r e s  restora tion  o f  a ll d e m o cra tic  fre e d o m s , 
equ a lity  o f a ll c it iz e n s  r e g a r d le s s  o f r a c e , re lig ion  and  nationa
lity, freed om  o f  p o litica l, and trade o rg a n iz a tio n s  and  freed om  o f

8p r e s s  an d  c o n s c ie n c e "  .
T h e  C onstitu tion  o f the P o lis h  P e o p l e 's  R e p u b lic  o f 1952  

b rou gh t in n ew  is s u e s  and d e fin ed  a num ber o f  o th e rs . A lo n g  
with traditionally  p ro c la im e d  norm s, it in c lu d ed  d e c la ra t io n s  o f 
in ten tions. In the first ch a p ter , d e v o te d  to the s ta te r s  p o litica l 
sy stem , w e  find b a s ic  d ir e c t io n s : im plem entation o f s o c ia l  ju s tice  
p r in c ip le s , abo lish m en t o f m a n 's  exp lo ita tion  b y  o th er  men, c o u n 
te ra ct ion  o f v io la t io n s  o f s o c ia l  n orm s, perm anent im provem ent 
o f  w e lfa re  and  ob literation  o f d if fe r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  city  and v illa 
g e  and  m anual and  in te llectu a l w ork .

D e c is io n s  m ade b y  the P o lis h  U nited W o rk e rs  P arty h a v e  
g re a t  -  if not d e c is iv e  -  s ig n if ic a n c e  in sh a p in g  p r in c ip le s  o r 
g a n iz in g  the s o c ia l  sy s te m  in P e o p l e 's  P o la n d . A  v a lid  c o n c e p t 
i o n  o f  d e m o cra tic  cen tra lism  m ak es  o n e  turn attention to the a c 
tiv ities  o f top  b o d ie s  o f the party . F o r  m any r e a s o n s ,  it ca n n ot 
b e  ca r r ie d  out b y  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  h e n c e  the limitation to final and  
o ffic ia l d ocu m en ts . A n a ly s is  o f d ocu m en ts  is s u e d  b y  c o n s e c u t iv e  
party c o n g r e s s e s  -  Com m ittee re p o rts  and  d e c la ra t io n s  -  m ade 
b y  E . K o s to w s k a  perm itted a  num ber o f in terestin g  c o n c lu s io n s  
a b ou t s o c ia l  equ a lity . T h e  is s u e  o f  ega lita rian ism  c o n s id e r e d  
from  the v iew p oin t o f  "to  e v e r y o n e  a c c o r d in g  to  h is  w ork " w a s  
a fixture at a ll the party c o n g r e s s e s  in the y e a r s  1 9 5 4 -1 9 8 1 . 
T h is  sy s te m  o f  r e fe r e n c e  w a s  brou ght out m ainly w hen  the is 
s u e s  o f s a la ry , w a g e s  and  com m odity  d istribu tion  w e re  ra ise d .

8 S u pp lem en t to D iary  o f A c ts  o f  194 4  N o 1, M an ifest o f 
P o lis h  N ational L iberation  Com m ittee.
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On som e  o c c a s io n s  the n e e d  to le v e l  the d if fe r e n c e s  w a s  s t r e s 
s e d  (2 n d  and  3rd  C o n g r e s s ) .  On a n o th er  o c c a s io n  the u rg e  to 
differentiate  ind ividual w ork , q u a lifica tion s  o r  re sp o n s ib ility  (5th  
and  6 th ) w a s  ev id en t, and  le v e llin g  the d if fe r e n c e s  that w e re  
s o c ia l ly  u n a c c e p ta b le  w a s  recom m en d ed  (8 t h ) .  E . K o s to w s k a  
s ta te s : "n o n e  o f  the c o n g r e s s e s  o ffe r , a c le a r  program  a s  to how  
in eq u a lities  in v a r io u s  s p h e r e s  o f life  sh ou ld  b e  rem ov ed  /.../, 
r e fe r e n c e s  to s o c ia l  inequality  b e in g  fo c u s e d  on  inequality  of 
c o n d it io n s  (p a r t ic ip a t io n ) and  inequality  v ie w e d  a s  in equ iva len 
c y " 9 .

O ne o f the im portant p r in c ip le s  is  the con stitu tion a l right 
to e d u ca tio n , w h ich  is  the b a s is  fo r  d e fin in g  e d u ca tio n a l autho
rity and  ob liga tion  fo r  s o c ie t y  and sta te . A n a ly s in g  th is right in 
ega lita ria n  a s p e c t , w e sh o u ld  p a y  attention to the form ation  o f 
p o lit ica l c o n c e p t io n  a s  the fou n dation  fo r  the form ulation  o f prin
c ip le s  o rg a n iz in g  the s o c ia l  sy stem  (s ta te  and party d o cu m e n ts ) 
and  a ls o  le g a l re g u la tio n s  ( le g is la t iv e  a c ts  p r o p e r ) .  It is  difficu lt 
to d is c u s s  both  th e se  c a s e s  in a sta tic  a p p r o a c h , b e c a u s e  th ey  
e v o lv e  not on ly  in re g a rd  to the typ e  o f  s o c ia l -p o li t ic a l  sy stem .
A  num ber o f le g a l-o r g a n iz in g  d ocu m en ts  o f the s e c o n d  R ep u b lic  
a re  p r o o f  o f that. E d u ca tio n  leg is la tion  du rin g  th o s e  y e a r s  m ade 
a turn from  attem pts at ega lita riza tion  (D e c r e e  is s u e d  b y  H ead 
o f S tate in F e b ru a ry  1 9 1 9 )  to  ega lita riza tion  o f the sy stem  (E d u 
ca tion  S y stem  A c t  o f 1 9 3 4 ) .

E d u ca tion  is s u e s  a re  e n tered  a lre a d y  in the first d ocu m en t  
o f  the n ew  state authority : "O ne o f the m ost u rgen t g o a ls  fo r  the 
N ational L iberation  Com m ittee is  to r e s to re  e d u ca tio n  on  lib era ted  
land  and e n s u r e  fr e e  e d u ca t io n  at a ll le v e ls .  C om p u lsory  e lem en 
tary e d u ca tio n  w ill b e  str ictly  r e s p e c te d . P o lis h  in te lligentsia , d e 
cim ated  b y  G erm a n s , an d  e s p e c ia l ly  men o f s c i e n c e s  and  arts  
will b e  s p e c ia l ly  p ro te c te d . R e co n s tru c t io n  o f s c h o o ls  will b e g in  
im m ediately".

M ean w h ile , d is c u s s io n s  on  n ew  e d u ca tio n a l system  c o n c e p t  
con tin u ed . E d u ca tion  a u th orities  w e re  d e s ig n in g  a fundam ental or^

g
E . K o s to w s k a , Idea r ó w n o ś c i  s p o łe c z n e j ,  W a rsza w a  1 9 8 3 ,

p . 173 .
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g a n iza tion  an d  p rogram  reform . A n  im portant e v e n t  w a s  the C o n 
g r e s s  o f E d u ca tion , w h ich  d is c u s s e d  its p re m is e s , D em ocra tiza 
tion  o f e d u ca tio n  w a s  to  b e  s e r v e d  b y  fo u r  o th er  p r in c ip le s : 
e d u ca tio n  w ou ld  b e  com m on, fr e e , p u b lic  and  uniform . T h e  final 
re so lu tio n  o f the c o n g r e s s  in Ł ó d ź  in c lu d ed  an  op in ion  abou t 
the n e c e s s it y  to in trod u ce  co m p u lso ry  and uniform  8 -y e a r  ( 8 -  
-g r a d e  ) s c h o o ls  in the city  and cou n try . T h e  v is io n s  outlined 
in June 1945  w e re  fo r  m any y e a r s  to com e  gra d u a lly  m ateriali
z e d . T h e  sam e y e a r  sa w  a d e c r e e  is s u e d  b y  the M in ister of 
E d u ca tion  that in trod u ced  uniform  elem en tary  s c h o o l  p rog ra m s, 
an d  on ly  in 1966  did an  8 -g ra d e  e lem en tary  s c h o o l  b e co m e  the 
fou n dation  o f the en tire  e d u ca tio n a l sy stem .

T h a t w a s  a ls o  the p e r io d  w h en  m any le g a l a c ts  regu lating  
the is s u e s  o f in terest to  u s  w e re  p u b lish ed . R irst o f a ll the July 
1952  C onstitution  ought to b e  m entioned . A m on g  the rights o f c i
t iz e n s  o f the P o lis h  P e o p l e 's  R ep u b lic  th ere  is  the right to ed u 
ca tion . T h e r e  fo llo w e d  in 19 5 6  T h e  D e c r e e  on  " S c h o o l  D uty".

A  b r o a d e r  in terpretation  o f the right to e d u ca tio n  w a s  in trod u ced  
on ly  in the July 1961  A c t  on  E d u ca tion  S ystem  D evelopm en t: 
"D ev e lop m en t of the sy s tem  o f  ed u ca tion  e n s u r e s  e v e r y  c it iz e n  
to r e c e iv e  e lem entary  e d u ca tio n , and m a k es  a v a ila b le  to him all
le v e ls  and d ire c t io n s  o f e d u ca tio n  d e p e n d in g  on  h is  in terests

10and a b ilit ie s "  . C erta in ly , the p r in cip le  of ega litarian ism  a p p lie s  
to e lem entary  e d u ca tio n  -  " e n s u r e s  e v e r y  c it iz e n  to r e c e iv e " .  A s  
to the fo llow in g  h ig h e r  le v e ls  o f e d u ca tio n  it is o f  k ey  im portan
c e  to u n d erstan d  ava ilab ility . T w o  d ifferen t ty p e s  o f a x io lo g ic a l 
a ssu m p tion s  h a v e  a ll the time b e e n  co llid in g . One is  the e g a li
tarian  te n d e n cy  p re fe rr in g  the p o ss ib ility  o f s o c ia l ly  e q u a l ed u 
ca tion  at the non  co m p u lso ry  le v e l. T h e  o th er  g iv e s  priority  to 
the rational-u tilitarian  p r in c ip le . S u c h  a p o lit ica l- le g a l sy stem  o f 
s e c o n d a r y  and h ig h er  le v e ls  o f ed u ca tion  m eets the s o c ia l  d e 
mand fo r  qu alified  p r o fe s s io n a ls .  T h e  on ly  s e le c t io n  fa c to r s  a re  
m otivation, in te llig en ce  and a ss id u ity  o f an ind iv idua l w h o m akes

D iary  o f A c ts  o f 1961 , No 32 p. 160 -  pream ble to Ju
ly  15 A ct .
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u s e  o f  ab ilities  an d  op p ortu n itie s  from  e lem en tary  s c h o o l  equ a li
ty. T h e  im portan ce  o f in d iv idua l in terests  and  ab ilities  w ou ld  find 
su p p o r t  in the id ea  p r e s e n te d  e a r lie r  "from  e v e r y b o d y  a c c o r d in g  
to h is  a b ilit ie s " .

O ne o f the m ost im portant e q u a lity -w ise  o p e ra tio n s  b y  ed u 
ca tion a l a u th orities  w a s  re o rg a n iza tio n  o f  the rura l s c h o o l  net
w ork  th rou gh  im plem entation o f  com m unity c o l le c t iv e  s c h o o ls .
T h is  h o w e v e r , from  the point o f v ie w  o f equ a lity  p r in c ip le s , fai
le d  to  liv e  u p  to e x p e c ta t io n s . A n o th e r  ega lita rian  attempt w a s  
m ade b y  the S ey m  -  P o lis h  P arliam ent -  in the la w  p a s s e d  in 
O c to b e r  1 9 7 3 , On N ational E d u ca tion a l S y stem . T h e  main part 
o f the sy s te m  w a s  the 1 0 -y e a r  g e n e r a l e d u ca tio n  s c h o o l  with 
the sa m e  p rogram  in th e  c ity  and  the cou n try . T hat, prim ed with 
p r e s c h o o l  e d u ca tio n  a n d  g e n e r a l im plem entation, w ou ld  g iv e  you th  
uniform  and m o d e m  e d u ca t io n .

A n a ly s is  o f  the ev o lu tion  o f  b a s ic  fo rm a l-leg a l a c ts  p r o v e s  
that the equ a lity  n otion  is  ra re ly  u s e d . E x a m p les  in c lu d e  the 1961  
A c t  d e s c r ib in g  e d u ca tio n  o b je c t iv e s  and  the 1973  S c h o o l  D em o
cra tiza tion  A c t , w h ich  g ra n ted  w ide  a c c e s s  o f  w o rk e r  and  p e a 
san t you th  to  a ll le v e ls  in the p rea m b le . H o w e v e r , an ev a lu a tion  
form ulated s o le ly  on  s u c h  a cr ite r ion  w ou ld  b e  in com p lete  and 
u n just. I h a v e  p u r p o s e ly  co n ce n tra te d  on  prim ary s c h o o l  b e c a u 
s e  I b e lie v e  that at th is le v e l  the s tru g g le  co n tin u e s  to  m ove 
from  s o c ia l  id e a s  th rou gh  sy s te m  o rg a n iz in g  p r in c ip le s  to  fu n c
tion in g  in s o c ia l  rea lity . E quality  c a n  b e  a c c o m p lis h e d  th rou gh  
o th er  p r in c ip le s : c o m p u lso ry , com m on, unfirm -  in term s o f  p ro
gram  an d  o rg a n iza tion  -  and  fr e e  e d u ca t io n  sy stem a tica lly  main
ta ined  in g e n e r a l i s s u e s  and  at the sam e time d e v e lo p e d  and  
su p p lem en ted  in p a rticu la r  i s s u e s  th rou ghou t a ll re lev a n t d o c u 
m ents a ls o  con ta in  o th e r  i s s u e s  p u rsu in g  the sam e d ire c t io n s : 
red u ction  o f d if fe r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  rural and  u rban  s c h o o ls  o r  wi
d e r  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f s e c o n d a r y  and  h ig h er  e d u ca tio n  to you rth  
o f w o rk e r  an d  p e a s a n t  b a ck g ro u n d . T h is  g iv e s  u s  r e a s o n  to 
claim  that s o c ia l  equ ality  in e d u ca tio n  h a s  b e c o m e  a perm anently  
d e c la r e d  p r in c ip le  o f  the sy s tem . H o w e v e r , it is  on ly  th rou gh  
further a n a ly s is  b a s e d  on  qu ite d ifferent s o u r c e s  that the a n sw e r
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to the q u e stio n  -  a re  th e s e  the fe a tu re s  a ls o  o f o u r  e d u ca tio 
nal system ? -  will b e  ob ta in ed .

A n  im portant in itiative on  the part o f the P arty  in the fie ld  
o f e d u ca tion  w a s  the appointm ent o f the E x p e rts  Com m ittee that 
c om p iled  the "R e p o r t  on  E d u ca tion  in P o lis h  P e o p l e 's  R e p u b lic "  
fo llow in g  the re so lu tio n  o f P o lit ica l B u rea u . I think w e sh ou ld  
re fe r  to it not on ly  w h en  the e d u ca tio n a l sy s tem  o r  s u g g e s t io n s  
fo r  m od ifica tion s o r  p e r s p e c t iv e  c h a n g e s  a re  a n a ly z e d  (r e s t in g  
u n u se d  to the p re se n t  d a y )  but a ls o  w h en  w e  s p e a k  abou t the 
b a s ic  p r in c ip le s  o rg a n iz in g  that sy stem . T h e  rep ort p r e s e n ts  the 
main fo rm a l-le g a l p re m ise s  o f m odern  e d u ca tio n . P r in c ip le s  o f 
equ a lity  w e re  lou d ly  in v o k e d  in the A u g u s t  o f 1 9 8 0 .P o s t -A u g u s t  
e d u ca tio n a l p os tu la tes  and  in itiatives w e re  put forth  b y  m any s o 
c ia l  c ir c le s ,  the s u b je c t s  b e in g  trade u n io n s , s tu d en ts , s o c ia l  a s 
s o c ia t io n s . T o d a y , w h en  the e c o n o m y  h a s  c o lla p s e d  and d e e p  
s o c ia l -p o l i t ic a l  c r is is  is  ev id en t, w e sh ou ld  not on ly  return to 
the equ a lity  is s u e  a s  an  im portant s o c ia l  id ea , but w e  sh ou ld  
take e ffo r ts  to e x p r e s s  it in the form  o f  s o c ia l  p r in c ip le s  that 
w ou ld  s e t  up fo rm a l-le g a l fou n d a tion s  to h e lp  the id ea  fu n ction  
in rea lity .

3. F e a tu re s  o f the E d u ca tion a l S ystem

W e e n co u n te r  the equ ality  is s u e  m ainly in s o c ia l  id e o lo g y  
and d o c tr in e s . H o w e v e r , w h en  w e  m ove  to d e s c r ip t io n  and  e v a 
luation  o f  reality , w e op e ra te  a s  a  ru le with the c a te g o ry  o f s o 
c ia l inequality , attem pting to d e fin e  the d is c r e p a n c y  b etw een  
fa ct and d e s ira b le  o r  id ea l co n d it io n s . S o c ia l , e co n o m ic  and le 
g a l s c i e n c e s  re la tive ly  se ld om  d e a l with that is s u e . W e ca n  me
re ly  s p e a k  o f w a v e s  o f in c r e a s e d  in terest in the p rob lem  throug
hout the p e r io d  o f P e o p l e 's  P o la n d . T h e  b e g in n in g s  lie  with 
s o c io lo g ic a l  em p irica l s tu d ie s  u n d ertaken  b y  A . M a lew sk i, S . No
w ick a  and  A . S a ra p a ta  in the late ’ 5 0 s . T h e  n ext w a v e  o f d is 
c u s s io n s  abou t what is and w hat is  not ega litarian ism  in P o lis h  
s o c ie t y  ca m e  with the C o n fe r e n c e  in T a rd  in 1 9 6 7 . A n oth er  in



113

c r e a s e  o f  the num ber o f  em p irica l s tu d ie s  is  fou n d  in the 7 0 s
(e .g .  J. M a la n o w s k i) . A fter  1 9 8 0 , th ere  a p p e a re d  a num ber o f
au ton om ic w o rk s  that w e re  not re s tr ic te d  to  d ia g n o s t ic  p la n e  but
a ls o  to o k  u p  th e o re tica l and m e th o d o lo g ica l m otifs and  a s p ire d

11to  sy n th etic  and  com p a ra tiv e  aim s . A t the sam e time, th ere  ap
p e a re d  a r t ic le s  in s c ie n t if ic  jou rn a ls  written b y  M . G a d om sk a ,
A . G o ła s z e w s k i , P . S ztom p k a , W . Z a b o r o w s k i.

A  stu dy  d e v o te d  to  d y n a m ics  o f p e r ce p t io n  o f  inequality  
du rin g  1 9 6 0 -1 9 8 0  ca r r ie d  out b y  J. K o r a le w ic z -Z ę b ik  in d ica te s  
a  c le a r  te n d e n cy  in tran sform in g  s o c ia l  a w a r e n e s s . In the ea rly  
’ 6 0 s  the op in ion  p re v a ile d  that d if fe re n ce s , b e tw e e n  p e o p le  of 
v a r io u s  s o c ia l  g r o u p s  w e re  sm aller  than b e fo r e  W orld  W ar II 
and an ticipation  o f them dim in ish ing w a s  n ea r ly  u n iv e rs a l -  the 
varian t o f  h o p e . H o w e v e r , s in c e  the m id-’ 7 0 s  the d if fe r e n c e s
w e re  p e r c e iv e d  a s  g rea t with a te n d e n c y  to in c r e a s e  -  the v a -

12riant o f fa iled  h o p e s  p re v a ils  .
A re  w e  c o p in g  with a sim ilar con tinu ity  o f p en etra tion  and 

a w a r e n e s s  on  the part o f  r e s e a r c h e r s  w h en  w e  a n a ly z e  the e -  
d u ca tion a l sy s tem  from  within? T h e  g e n e r a l a n s w e r  to that q u e s 
tion  m ust b e  n e g a tiv e . In the literature o f the s u b je c t , w e find 
tw o r e s e a r c h  g ro u p s  that h a v e  b e e n  fo r  20 y e a r s  penetrating  
co n tin u o u s ly  and  sy s tem a tica lly  the is s u e s  c o n c e r n in g  s o c ie t y  
and  state  (a t  v a r io u s  le v e ls  o f o rg a n iz a t io n ) v e r s u s  e d u ca tio n . 
T h e  tw o g r o u p s  -  nam ely the P o z n a ń -G d a ń s k  g rou p  h e a d e d  b y  
S . K o w a lsk i and  the T oru A -W a rsa w  g rou p  re p r e s e n te d  m ainly
b y  M . K o z a k ie w ic z , Z . K w ie c iń s k i, W . W in c ła w sk i and  R. B o r o -

13w ic z  — stron g ly  e m p h a s iz e  ega lita rian  m otifs in their w o rk s  .

11 Z r ó ż n ic o w a n ie  s p o łe c z n e  w  p e rsp e k ty w ie  p o ró w n a w cz e j, 
/e d . / K . M . S ło m cz y ń s k i, W . W e s o ło w s k i, W ro c ła w  1981 ; S p o łe 
c z e ń s tw o  p o ls k ie  w d ru g ie j p o łow ie  lat s ie d e m d z ie s ią ty c h , e d .
Z . Su fin , W a rsz a w a  1 9 8 1 ; N ie ró w n o śc i s p o łe c z n e  w  P o ls c e  i na 
W ę g r z e c h , / c o ll . w ork  e d ./  T . K o lo s i  i E . W n uk-L ip iń sk i, W ro c 
ła w  1984 ; S p o łe c z e ń s tw o  p o lsk ie  c z a s u  k r y z y s u , c o ll . w ork  ed . 
S . N ow ak , W a rsza w a  1 9 8 4 .

12 J. K o r a le w ic z -Z ę b ik , P o to c z n a  p e r c e p c ja  n ie r ó w n o ś c i 
w  P o ls c e  w  la ta ch  1 9 6 0 -1 9 8 0 , S tudia  S o c jo l o g i c z n e ,  1 9 8 3 , No 3, 
p. 1 4 6 -1 4 7 .

13 T h is  is  d is c u s s e d  in deta il b y  T . S . F rą ck o w ia k , S e 
le k c je  s z k o ln e  w  ty p o w y ch  ś r o d o w is k a c h  w s p ó łc z e s n e j  P o lsk i, 
P o z n a ń  1986 .



S ta n is ła w  K o w a ls k i, w h ile  fo c u s in g  h is  in terest on  e d u ca t io n a l in
stitu tions and  e d u ca tio n a l b a c k g r o u n d s  sh ifting  g ra d u a lly  from  
d ia g n o s t ic  to  a p p lied  r e s e a r c h , n e v e r  lo s t  s o c ia l  co n te x t  from  
sight: "u n d e r  the c o n d it io n s  o f  fam ily in equality , the p r in cip le  o f 
s e le c t io n  b y  a b ilities  and  m otivation is  a fiction , b e c a u s e  the ab i
lities  and  m otivations th e m s e lv e s  a re  determ ined  b y  th e s e  in e q u a -

14lit ie s "  . T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f this line o f thinking is  linking e g a 
litarianism  o f e d u ca t io n  in s o c ia l is m  with te c h n o lo g ic a l  and  e c o 
nom ic p r o g r e s s  an d  with s o c ia l  restru ctu rin g  an d  im provem ent o f 
the e d u ca tio n  sy stem .

A n  ex a m p le  o f  the a ccom p lish m en ts  o f  the latter r e s e a r c h  
g ro u p s  is  the 197 2  "R e p o rt  on  a c c e s s ib il i ty  o f e d u ca tio n  to youth  
o f ru ra l a r e a s  at v a r io u s  le v e ls  o f s c h o o lin g "  p re p a re d  fo r  the 
P o lis h  E x p e rts  Com m ittee b y  M. K o z a k ie w ic z , Z . K w ie c iń s k i, W . 
W in cła w sk i. F o u r  d ifferen t w a y s  to u n d ersta n d  and  m ea su re  ine
quality  in a c c e s s  to e d u ca t io n  a re  d is t in g u ish ed  in th is report: 

l )  inequality  in p a rticipa tion  in the num ber o f  a d m iss io n s  
to s c h o o ls  o f v a r io u s  ty p e s  and  le v e ls ,

2 ) inequality  in the d e g r e e  to w h ich  the total o f potentia l 
ab ilities  in the s o c ie t y  is  e x p lo ited ,

3 )  inequality  o f opp ortu n ities  to a c c o m p lis h  o n e 's  a sp ira 
tion s  and  d e s ir e s ,

4 )  inequality  of poin t o f d epartu re  in reg a rd  to  e c o n o m ic , 
cu ltura l and s o c ia l  co n d it io n s  in w h ich  a ch ild  g r o w s  up, d e v e 
lo p s  an d  le a rn s .

In the first ch a p te r  w e  rea d : "W e d e c la r e  o u r  full su p p ort 
to the on ly  c o r r e c t  u n d ersta n d in g  o f equ a lity  in the s e n s e  d e 
fined  in item 4 a s  -^equality o f  point o f d e p a r tu re ^  . Only s u c h  
equ a lity  w arran ts a ll o th er  a s p e c t s  o f equ ality  to gain  the m ea
n ing su ita b le  to  s o c ia l is t  id e o lo g y  /.../. In the p r e s e n t  rep ort, put
ting forth the e q u a l d ep a rtu re  is s u e  w e sh a ll c o n c e r n  o u r -

_
S . K o w a lsk i, U d zia ł s o c jo lo g u  w  b a d a n ia ch  p r o c e s o w  

w y ch ow a n ia , / in :/ N auki p r z y r o d n ic z e  w s p ó łd z ia ła ją c e  z p e d a g o 
g ik ą , e d . B . S u c h o d o ls k i , W a rsza w a  1 9 6 6 , p. 3 0 6 ; A s p ir a c je  
m ło d z ie ż y  na tle sto su n k u  p o k o le ń , R u ch  P ra w n icz y  E k o n o m iczn y
i S o c jo lo g i c z n y ,  1 9 6 1 , N o 1.

ii4
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s e lv e s  with a ll a s p e c t s  o f  inequality  in rural y o u t h 's  a c c e s s  
15to e d u ca tio n "  .

E quality  o f  ed u ca tio n a l op p ortu n ities  w a s  a ls o  the foun 
dation  in s tu d ie s  b y  W . A d a m sk i and K . Z a g ó r s k i  o r  M. Ja
r o s z  . T h is  m ost re ce n t  w a v e  o f in terest in ega lita rian ism  in 
e d u ca tio n , w h ere  d ia g n o s t ic  p la n e  m eets th e o re tica l b a s is ,  in
c lu d e s  s tu d ie s  b y  M . Q -adom ska, G . K a c p r o w ic z , M. K o z a k ie 
w ic z , M. S zy m a ń sk i, Z . Z a b o r o w s k i and  W. W iśn iew sk i and  h is 
g ro u p . T h is , h o w e v e r , d o e s  not e x h a u s t  the em p ir ica l p o s s ib ili
t ie s  in s tu d ie s  on  ega lita rian ism  in e d u ca tio n . On the con tra ry , 
th is cu rren t in c lu d e s  h u n d red s  o f p u b lish e d  w o rk s  d ea lin g  
with th o s e  is s u e s .  T h e y  a re  c o n c e r n e d  with, am on g  oth er p ro 
b lem s, s o c ia l  p recon d ition in g  o f a sp ira t io n s  an d  e d u ca tio n a l 
p la n s  fo r  ch ild ren  and you th  -  equ ality  o f  op p ortu n ities? ; s o c ia l 
ly  co n d it io n e d  d if fe r e n c e s  in c h i ld r e n 's  maturity to b eg in  first 
g ra d e  -  equ a lity  o f  d ep a rtu re? ; s o c ia l  s e le c t io n  in e d u ca tio n  and 
eva ilab ility  o f v a r io u s  e d u ca tio n a l le v e ls  -  equ a lity  o f pa rtic ip a 
tion? T h e  q u e s tio n  m arks a re  c o n n e c te d  with b o u n d a r ie s  that 
must not b e  t r e s p a s s e d  w h en  tra n sfe r in g  th e s e  s tu d ie s  to  the 
g rou n d  o f th eory  o f equ a lity  and  lim itations re la ted  to su p p le 
m entary in terpretation s o f their re su lts . T h e s e  r e s e r v a t io n s  a re  
e n h a n ce d  further b y  a v a ry in g  le v e l  fou n d  in th e  literature o f 
the s u b je c t , w h ere  the d e c is iv e  fa c to r  is  not on ly  th e o re tica l 
and  m e th o d o lo g ica l maturity o f the r e s e a r c h  d is c ip lin e s  c o n c e r 
n ed  with the prob lem , but a ls o  the v a lu e  o f  in d iv idua l w o rk s . 
T h e y  all req u ire  a d e g r e e  o f co g n it iv e  d is ta n ce  -  a s  d o  a ls o  
p u b lish ed  sta tistica l data -  and  must b e  a p p lied  with a ll r e s e r 
v a t io n s  o f s c ie n t ific  crtic ism .

Q uantitative a p p r o a c h e s . Let u s  lo o k  at tw o d ifferen t w a y s  
to sa tis fy  the form ula o f p e r fe c t  s o c ia l  eq u a lity . W hat th ey  h a v e  
in com m on  is that th ey  a n s w e r  q u e s t io n s  form ulated  sim ilarly: 
h ow  m any tim es g r e a te r  o r  sm a ller  a re  e d u ca t io n a l op p ortu n ities ,

15 M. K o z a k ie w ic z , Z . K w ie c iń s k i, W . W in cła w sk i, R aport
o  d o s tę p ie  m ło d z ie ży  w ie jsk ie j d o  k s z ta łce n ia  na r ó ż n y c h  
s z c z e b la c h  szk o ln ic tw a , W a rsza w a  1 9 7 2 , p . 6 -7 .
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o r  g r e a te r  o r  sm a lle r  p artic ip a tion  in lea rn in g  institutions fo r  
you th , d e p e n d in g  on  a c t io n s  b y  c o n c r e te  s o c ia l  f o r c e s ?

In the c a s e  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o 
n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  w e co n ce n tra te  o n  p o 

tential p r o c e s s e s  o r  p h en om en a  that will e ith er  take p la c e  in the 
future o r  h a v e  not b e e n  com p leted  y e t. On th is b a s is  w e  ca n  
d e fin e  in te rg en era tion a l c h a n g e s  tak in g  p la c e  in s o c ia l  s tru ctu re . 
M obility , o r  the d iffe re n ce  b e tw e e n  d ep a rtu re  p o s it io n  and  the p o 
s ition  d e s c r ib e d  a s  d e s ir a b le  o r  a tta in a b le  is  in d ica tive  o f  the 
d e g r e e  o f o p e n n e s s  o r  c l o s e d n e s s  o f  s o c ie t y . T h e  im portan ce  
o f le v e l  an d  co n te n ts  ( k i n d ) - o f  e d u ca t io n  in m obility p r o c e s s  
o f in d iv id u a ls  o r  en tire  g r o u p s  in v a r io u s  o th er  s o c ia l  d im en sion s  
is  com m only  a c k n o w le d g e d .

Let u s  try n ow  to a n s w e r  not s o  m uch the q u e stio n  h ow  
the s tru ctu re  o f the e d u ca t io n  p r o fe s s io n  o r  sp a tia l d istribution  
o f P o lis h  s o c ie t y  w ou ld  c h a n g e  in an in tergen era tion a l a p p r o a c h , 
but ra th er the n a rro w e r -ra n g e  q u estion : to w hat d e g r e e , p a re n ts ’ 
e d u ca t io n a l b a ck g ro u n d , a lle g ia n c e  to  s o c ia l -p r o fe s s io n a l  stan 
d ing, p la c e  o f r e s id e n c e  at e a r ly  s o c ia liz a t io n  s t a g e s  a re  ref
le c te d  in e d u ca t io n a l a sp ira t io n s  o f th eir  ch ild re n . N one o f the 
a b o v e  listed  in d e x e s  d e s c r ib in g  fam ily b a ck g ro u n d  is  au ton om ic
-  th ey  a ll h a v e  the sy n d rom e c h a ra c te r is t ic  -  taut e a c h  o f them 
h a s  g re a t  d ia g n o s t ic  v a lu e . In P o lis h  s o c ie t y  th is v a lu e  is  mis
s in g  in the c a s e  o f m aterial fa c to r  (w a g e  o r  in com e  l e v e l ) .
W h en  com p a r in g  d ifferen t g e n e ra t io n s  w e  m ust b e a r  in mind the 
ev o lu tio n  and c h a n g e s  that to o k  p la ce  in s o c ia l -p r o fe s s io n a l  
s tru ctu re , le v e l  o f  e d u ca t io n , co n ce n tra tio n  o f p op u la tion . G r e a 
ter ava ilab ility  o f e d u ca tio n  is  c o n n e c te d  with a certa in  inflation 
o f p r o fe s s io n a l  p o s it io n s  that e a r lie r  w e re  p la c e d  h igh  in the 
s o c ia l  h ie ra rch y . A p a rt from  that, w e c o p e  h e re  with d istin ctive  
d e s y n ch ro n iz a t io n  o f s ta tu s e s .

T h e  n otion  o f equ a lity  o f op p ortu n ities  r e q u ire s  som e  e x 
p lan ation . S o  far, w e h a v e  d e fin ed  it ra th er en igm atica lly  a s  
"p oten tia l p r o c e s s e s "  o r  "a s p ira t io n s " . In r e s e a r c h  it is  u tilized  
m ainly to  d e s ig n a te  d rea m s, a sp ira t io n s  o r  e d u ca tio n a l p la n s .
W hat is  c h a ra c te r is t ic , is  the fact that d e sp ite  g rea t th eore tica l
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a w a r e n e s s  in reg a rd  to th e ir  m eaning and  s e p a r a te d n e s s  w h en  
p r o c e e d in g  to  em p ir ica l re co g n it io n  o f  rea lity , th o s e  d ifferen t no
t ion s  a re  g iv e n  sim ilar d e s ig n a tio n s . T h a t is  ? a lm ost id en tica l 
q u e s t io n s  a r e  form ulated  in o r d e r  to  d ia g n o s e  in ten tion s o f  y o u n g  
p e  o p le .

In a sim ilar w a y , u s in g  b a s ic a l ly  the sam e in d e x e s , w e  
c a n  c o n s id e r  the is s u e  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  p a r t i 
c i p a t i o n  o f y ou th  with v a r io u s  fe a tu re s  o f  a s c r ib e d  p o 
s it ion  in e d u ca tio n a l institu tions. T h e  main line o f  o u r  r e s e a r c h  
w ill b e  a im ed at sh o w in g  the d istribu tion  o f  y ou th  in s c h o o ls  o f 
v a r io u s  le v e l  and  type  an d  the d y n a m ics  o f  c h a n g e  in th e s e  
a r e a s . M o r e o v e r , b y  con fron tin g  s o c ia l  e d u ca t io n a l a sp ira tion  
with s tru ctu re  o f  s tu d en ts , w e  ca n  ju d g e  the e f f ic ie n c y  o f the 
p u rp o s e fu l s e le c t io n  m ech a n ism s .

R e g a r d le s s  h o w e v e r , o f  w h eth er w e  o p e ra te  with e d u ca t io 
nal op p ortu n ity  c a te g o r y  o r  c o n s id e r  pa rtic ip a tion  at e d u ca tio n a l 
institu tions, p ro v e n  ru le s  o f  ega lita rian ism  rem ain v a lid . On the 
o n e  hand, a s  a resu lt o f  e v e r - in c r e a s in g  a va ila b ility  o f  e d u c a 
tion  at s e c o n d a r y  and h ig h e r  le v e ls ,  e d u ca t io n  b e ca m e  g e n e ra lly  
m ore a v a ila b le  to  a ll you th , w h ich  w a s  a c c o m p a n ie d  by  in c re a 
s e d  s o c ia l  dem and fo r  e d u ca tio n . H o w e v e r , the grow th  is  not 
perm an en t and  sy s te m a tic : the d y n a m ics  a re  v is ib le  on ly  in lon g  
term p e r s p e c t iv e s . On- the o th e r  h an d , w h en  w e  c o n s id e r  P o lis h  
s o c ie t y  at v a r io u s  le v e ls  o f its o rg a n iza tio n  w e  d is c e r n  c le a r  
d is p ro p o r t io n s  in the rate o f th is c h a n g e . T h e  first 15 y e a r s  o f 
P e o p l e 's  P o la n d  w a s  a p e r io d  o f  the s te p w is e  grow th  o f s o c i e 
t y ' s  e d u ca t io n a l a sp ira t io n s  and  re a l pa rtic ip a tion  in e d u ca tio n  
o f ru ra l you th  with w o rk e r  and  p e a s a n t  b a c k g r o u n d s . T h is  is 
re fle c te d  in the eg a lita r ia n iza tion  o f s tu d e n ts ' s tru c tu re s . In the 
fo llow in g  p e r io d s  w e  c a n  g e n e ra lly  s p e a k  ab ou t g ro w in g  s o c ia l  
in equ ality , th ere  b e in g  e x a c t  y e a r s  o f  abatem en t o r  k e e p in g  the 
sta tu s  q u o . T h is  c o n c lu s io n  is  su p p o rte d  b y  a n a ly s e s  tak in g  a s  
r e fe r e n c e  poin t the situa tion  du rin g  the s e c o n d  R e p u b lic  o r  op e -

16 W . A d a m sk i, K . Z a g órsk i*  S z a n s e  z d o b y w a n ia  w y k sz ta ł
c e n ia  w  P o ls c e .  R aport z  b a d a ń , W a rsz a w a  1 9 7 9 ; M. J a ro sz ,N ie 
r ó w n o ś c i  s p o łe c z n e ,  W a rsz a w a  1984 .
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rating with com p a ra b le  data from  v a r io u s  c o u n tr ie s . Q ualitative 
a p p r o a c h e s . T h e  thing in com m on fo r  o th er  w a y s  o f  fu lfilling p e r 
fe c t  s o c ia l  equ a lity  form ula is  that th ey  a n s w e r  the q u e s t io n s : 
h ow  s tro n g ly  is  a p a rticu la r  g ro u p ’ s  p o s it io n  v a r ie d  at s c h o o l ,  
and to  w hat d e g r e e  d o e s  a s c r ib e d  s o c ia l  p o s it io n  mark the 
a ch ie v e m e n t le v e l?

S tu d ie s  and  d is c u s s io n s  on  ega lita rian ism  in e d u ca tio n  
fo c u s e d  m ainly on  h ig h e r  s c h o o ls .  It is  in n eed  a le n s  that fo c u 
s e s  and re fle c ts  s o c ia l  in eq u a lities . In time, h o w e v e r , th ere  c o n 
tinued to  g ro w  a  s c ie n t ific  re flex ion  a b ou t c a u s e  an d  s o u r c e  o f 
th is sta te . T h e r e fo r e , first a d m iss io n s  to h ig h e r  s c h o o ls  w e re  
p en etra ted , then  th ere  form ed  an  op in ion  that the first s e le c t io n  
th resh o ld  in e d u ca t io n  w a s  b etw een  e lem en tary  and s e c o n d a r y  
le v e ls .  O ur p ro p o s it io n  in the d is c u s s io n  on  e q u a l i t y  
o f  d e p a r t u r e  p o s tu la te s  the a d m iss ion  to e lem entary  
co m p u ls o ry  e d u ca t io n a l institu tions. It is  th ere  that w e d e a l with 
full p op u la tion  o f you th , with ega lita rian  s o c ia l  s tru ctu re . Shifting 
the poin t o f g rav ity  to w a rd s  la te r  s ta g e s  o f e d u ca tio n -d e p a rtu re  
le v e l  in s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  o r  h ig h e r  s c h o o ls  -  is  c h a rg e d  with 
an  e r r o r  resu ltin g  from  deform ation  o f s o c ia l  s tru ctu re  an d  h o
m og en iza tion  o f  g r o u p s .

T h e  c o n c e p t  o f d ep a rtu re  -  tak ing initial momentum -  is
e x p la in e d  b y  R . M iller a s  "w e ll-o r ie n te d  to quality  o f life  and

17p o s s ib ly  v e rs a t ile  d e v e lo p m e n t o f p e rso n a lity "  . T h e  situation  
o f p r e s c h o o l  ch ild re n  is  v a r ie d . T h e  fundam ental ro le  h e re  is  
p la y e d  b y  fam ily fu n ction in g  le v e l  and  su p p ort re n d e re d  it by  
a  v a r ie ty  o f ta rg e t-e d u ca t io n  institutions.

Is s c h o o l  p re p a re d  to le v e l  the d if fe r e n c e s  n o t ic e a b le  at 
the d ep a rtu re  point, attributable to s o c ia l  b a ck g ro u n d  fa c to rs  
and d o e s  it a ctu a lly  d o  s o ?  T h e  im mediate a n s w e r  may b e  o b 
ta ined  w h en  s o c ia l  e q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
r e s u l t s  a re  taken  into co n s id e ra t io n , e s p e c ia l ly  o f that 
le v e l  o f  e d u ca t io n  that is  com m on  and co m p u lso ry  fo r  all, and 

—

R. M iller, W yrów n yw an ie  startu s z k o ln e g o  na w s i i w 
m ie ś c ie . R aport z  b a d a ń  z b io r o w y c h  w  la tach  1 9 7 5 -1 9 7 7 , p. 6 
(p h o to c o p ie d  t y p e s c r ip t ) ,  G d a ń sk  1979 .
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a ls o  o f au ton om ic institu tions w h ere  the p r in c ip le  o f p rogram  uni
form ity o b lig e s  to id en tica l final a ch ie v e m e n ts .

T h e  com m on  point fo r  the fo u r  d ifferen t form ulas o f p e r fe c t  
s o c ia l  equ ality  d is c u s e d  a b o v e  is  that th ey  a ll c o n ce n tra te  on  
the s e a r c h  fo r  e q u a l ( o n e )  m ea su re . A n o th e r  p o s s ib le  line o f 
pen etra tion  c o m p r is e s  e q u a l ( o n e )  situation , Let u s  lo o k  at the 
is s u e  o f e q u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e d u c a 
t i o n .  A s  ea r ly  a s  the initial s ta g e  o f s o c ia l iz a t io n  th ere  
a p p e a r s  co n flic t  o f  r o le s : c h ild -p u p il-e m p lo y e e . E s p e c ia lly  the 
la st o f  the listed  e lem en ts  d eterm in es the ability  to fu n ction  wit
hin the tw o p r e c e d in g  r o le s , w h ich  is  s p e c if ic a lly  true fo r  ch il
d ren  and you th  o f rural a r e a s  and p e a sa n t  b a c k g r o u n d . It is  
th e s e  typ e  o f fam ilies that ch ild ren  a re  b u rd e n e d  with p h y s ic a l 
p ro d u ctiv e  w ork . T h is  le a d s  to low  a tten d a n ce  during the b e g in 
n ing and final m onths o f  the s c h o o l  y e a r  du e  to a ccu m u la ted  
farm w ork , sk ip p in g  h om ew ork  and g a p s  in c o m p re h e n s io n  o f 
p rogram  m aterial, perm anent s e tb a c k s  (p u p ils  rep ea tin g  a c l a s s )  
and  " s c h o o l  m ortality" (d r o p o u ts , la c k  o f le is u r e  time, p h y s ic a l  
and  stature d e fe c t s ) .

A part from  time b u d g e t  and p h y s ic a l  exp lo ita tion  o f a y o u n g  
orga n ism , s u c h  p rob lem s  a s  c o n d it io n s  fo r  in d iv idua l le a rn in g  at 
h om e, o r  e f fe c ts  of a m other w ork in g  a w a y  from  hom e a re  a ls o  
a n a ly s e d . A ll th is is  str ictly  c o n n e c te d  with or ig in a l en v ironm ent 
fam ily b a ck g ro u n d . O ther co n d it io n s  o f e d u ca t io n  g o  b e y o n d  that 
c ir c le .  One o f them is  the e c o n o m ic  fa c to r . O ne p r in c ip le  o f ou r 
e d u ca tio n a l sy s tem  is  that e d u ca tio n  is  fr e e . H o w e v e r , w e  n eed  
not try to c o n v in c e  a n y o n e  that e d u ca tio n  c o s t s .  S c h o o l  e x p e n 
s e s  a re  fin a n ce d  both  from  s o c ia l  s o u r c e s  (m ain ly  state  b u d g e t) 
and in d iv idua l (p e o p le '1 s  in c o m e ) .

A n o th e r  eq u a lly  im portant fa c to r  is  the s c h o o l  n etw ork . T h e  
num ber o f s c h o o ls ,  their a ttra c t iv e n e ss , d is ta n ce  from  h om e, b o 
a rd in g  and room ing  fa c ilit ie s  all p lay  an  im portant ro le  in h el
p in g  y o u n g  p e o p le  d e c id e  and c h o s e .  Inhabitants o f a la rg e  city  
e n jo y  a full ra n g e  o f c h o i c e s ,  but a s  d is ta n ce  from  e d u ca tio n  
c e n te r s  in c r e a s e s  s o  d o  lim itations ( c o s t s ,  w a s te  o f time, s u c 
c e s s  e x p e c ta n c y , m otivation s tre n g th ).



120

A ll that is  to p p e d  with treating e d u ca t io n  a s  a v a lu e . W e 
live  in a s o c ie t y  that u n d e rs ta n d s  e d u ca tio n  in v a r io u s  w a y s .
In the c a s e  o f  fa v o ra b le  s o c ia l  p o s it io n  (in te llig en ts ia  o r  c ity  fa 
m ilie s ) it is  m ore e ffo r t-co n su m in g  to m ake the d e c is io n  o f  sh o rt  
e d u ca t io n  o r  re s ig n a tio n  from  p u rsu in g  u n iv ers ity  ed u ca tio n , w hile 
in the c a s e  o f u n fa v o ra b le  con d ition  (fa m ilie s  o f p e a s a n ts , u nsk il
led  w o r k e r s , rural a r e a s )  p ro lo n g e d  e d u ca tio n  o f a ch ild  r e q u i-

18r e s  still s tro n g e r  s o c ia l  re in forcem en t

x
*• *

S o c ia l  equ a lity  in e d u ca t io n  sh ou ld  b e  d is c u s s e d  both  fo r  
its ow n s a k e  (eq u a lity  in e d u ca tio n a l rea lity  -  within s c h o o l )  
and  fo r  its c o n s e q u e n c e s  in life (e f fe c t s  fo r  fu n ction in g  o f indi
v id u a ls , s o c ia l  and  p ro fe s io n a l g ro u p s , en tire  s o c i e t i e s ) .  It is 
a ls o  im portant to s e e k  the rela tion  b etw een  that v a lu e , on  the 
o n e  h and , and  s o c ia l  ju s t ic e , freed om  o r  e f f ic ie n c y  o f  the sy stem  
on  the oth er.

18 I e la b o ra te  on  th e s e  m otifs in a b o o k  b e in g  p re p a re d  
fo r  p r e s s :  R ó w n o ś ć  i s p r a w ie d liw o ś ć  s p o łe c z n a .  Studium  na p r z y 
k ła d z ie  o św ia ty .


