
Waldemar Chrostowski

IV theological symposium The
Church, Jews and Judaism "Jesus :
Lord and Brother"
Collectanea Theologica 63/2, 97-100

1993



W A LD EM A R  CH R O STO W SK I, W A RSA W

IV THEOLOGICAL SYMPOSIUM  
THE CHURCH, JEWS AND JUDAISM

„JESUS: LORD AND BROTHER”
F o rm e r C h r is tia n -Je w ish  m ee tin g s on Jesu s , if  a n y  a t  a ll, ten d ed  to w a rd s  

im posing  o n e ’s  ow n  p o in t o f v iew  a n d  d em o n s tra tin g  how  leg itim a te  one’s 
ow n  re lig io u s  tra d it io n  is. O nce th e  d ia lo g u e  ta k e n  up , d iscussions h av e  
a n o th e r  goa l: th e i r  a im  is to  le a rn  fro m  o n e  a n o th e r , a n d  n o t on ly  a b o u t 
Jesu s, b u t a b o u t ou rse lv es a n d  ab o u t one  a n o th e r  as w ell. T h is  co n s titu ted  
th e  ag en d a  o f th e  4 th  theo log ica l sym posium  T h e  C hurch, J e w s  a n d  J u d a ism  
o rg an ised  by  th e  P o lish  B ishops’ C om m ision  fo r th e  D ia logue w ith  Ju d a ism  
a n d  th e  T heo log ica l F acu lty  o f th e  A cadem y  of C a tho lic  T heology (ACT) 
a n d  h e ld  in  W arsaw  fro m  11th— 12th M ay 1992. I ts  top ic , Jesus: L o rd  an d  
B ro th e r  —  Jesu s in  C h ris tia n  and  J e w ish  v ie w , show s a  fu n d a m e n ta l b re a k 
th ro u g h  in  th e  m u tu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  of Jesus.

R ev. P ro fe sso r R o m an  B a r t n i c k i ,  th e  d ean  o f T heo log ica l F acu lty  
o f  A CT, op en ed  i t  p ra y in g  w ith  th e  w o rd s  o f P sa lm  97. F o r a lm o s t tw o  
th o u san d  y e a rs  th e  q u estion , Je su s  once  a sk e d  h is  d iscip les, W h o  do yo u  
sa y  1 am ?  (M athew  16:15; M ark  8:29; L u k e  9:20) h a s  b een  sound ing . R ev. 
P ro fe sso r J a n  Ł a c h ,  th e  re c to r  o f A CT, sa id  to  w elcom e th e  q u es ts : „T h is 
q u es tio n  w as  tr ie d  to  b e  an sw e re d  by Je su s ’ d isc ip les  c a lled  A postles. T h is  
q u estio n  h a s  to  be  a n sw ered  by  th o se  w h o  ca ll th em se lv es C h ris tian s . T h is  
q u es tio n  is a lso  to  b e  a n sw ered  by  those  w h o  belong  to  th e  chosen  n a tio n  
a n d  w ho, a t  th e  b eg in n in g  of th e ir  ex is tence , m ad e  a  c o v en an t w ith  G od 
w h ich  th e  N ew  C ovenan t, m ad e  in  C h ris t a n d  w ith  th e  w h o le  m an k in d , 
h a s  n ev e rth e le ss  n o t b ro k en . T he  q u es tio n  a sk e d  by  th e  Son o f th e  F ir s t  
C o v en an t N a tio n  re q u ire s  a  se rious a n sw e r (...). W e rea liz e  th e  C h ris tia n  
an sw e r, even  fo rm u la te d  w ith  A postles’ w o rd s, is, a f te r  cen tu rie s , n o t a lw ay s 
u n d ers to o d  w e ll enough . I t  is a  good th in g , th en , th a t  w e  w a n t to g e th e r 
w ith  a ll  o u r d is tin g u ish ed  guests to  look a t  Je su s  — L o rd  a n d  B ro th e r  an d  
look  a t  H im  in  a  C h ris tia n  a n d  Je w ish  v iew ” . In  b e h a lf  o f A rch b ish o p  
H e n ry k  M u s z y ń s k i ,  th e  m e tro p o litan  of G n iezno  a n d  c h a irm a n  of th e  
P o lish  B ishops’ C om m ission  fo r th e  D ia logue w ith  Ju d a ism , th e  g u ests  w e re  
w elcom ed  by  B ishop  S tan is ław  G ą d e c k i ,  th e  a u x il ia ry  b ishop  of G niezno, 
w ho  em p h as ized  th a t  ta k in g  up  a  com m on d ialogue, C h ris tian s  a n d  Je w s  
b ecam e one o rg an ism  s ince  th ey  g a th e red  a s  a  p a r t  o f one  body : th e  m an k in d .

R ab b i B y ro n  L. S h  e  г  w  i n , th e  v ic e -p re s id e n t of S p e rtu s  C ollege of J u 
d a ic a  in  C hicago an d  fo r m an y  y e a rs  a p a r t ic ip a n t o f th e  in te rre lig io u s  d ia 
logue in  P o lan d , o p ened  th e  d iscussion  d e liv e rin g  h is  le c tu re  W ho  do yo u  sa y  
I  am ? (M a rk  8:29): A  J e w ish  R esponse . H e  sa id  th e  changes in  C h ris tian s  
a n d  C h u rch ’s a tt i tu d e  to w a rd s  Je w s  a n d  Ju d a ism  sho u ld  b e  acco m p an ied  b y  
a  tra n s fo rm a tio n  of Je w ish  a t t i tu d e  to w ard s  Je su s  a n d  C h ris tian ity . O n th e  
p a r t  o f Je w s  m an y  p re ju d ice s  a n d  s te reo ty p es  g a th e re d  th a t  m u s t b e  overco
m e if  th e  d ia lo g u e  is to  b e  re a lly  f ru itfu l. A lso  th e  a tt i tu d e  of C h ris tian s  to 
w a rd s  Je w s  le f t m u ch  to  be  desired . O ver th e  cen tu rie s , m u tu a l fee lings o f 
h a te  a n d  p re ju d ic e  esca la ted . R ab b i S h e rw in  a sk e d  f irm ly : „A s th e  d a u g h te r  
re lig ion  of Ju d a ism , h a s  C h ris tian ity  obeyed th e  b ib lic a l co m m an d m en t to  ho 
n o u r  h e r  p a re n t?  A s th e  m o th e r re lig ion  o f C h ris tia n ity , h a s  Ju d a ism  lo v ed  
h e r  d a u g h te r? ”

— Collectanea Theologica 2/93



M uch of c lassica l Jew ish  sources co nsidered  Je su s  as a  Jew  w ho  s lan ted  
th e  teach in g  of Ju d a ism , as a  fa lse  M essiah . R ab b i S h erw in  bo ld ly  d ec la red  
Je su s  w as n o t a fa lse  M essiah, b u t a  M essiah  w ho, from  th e  Je w ish  p o in t of 
v iew , w as a  fa ilu re . A fa ilu re  m ean s  H e  did  n o t ach iev e  H is u lt im a te  goal 
of conv incing  th e  peop le  to  re p e n t a n d  th e  obey G od’s w ill. O nly th e  g re a te s t 
in d iv id u a ls  a re  a lw ay s fa ilu re s  because  th e ir  goals a re  so exa lted . Je su s  w as 
a  fa ilu re  because  h e  d id  no t b r in g  ab o u t th e  f in a l a n d  com plete  red em p tio n  
of th e  w o rld . I f  he  h a d  com pletely  succeeded, a  parousia  — a  second  com ing, 
w o u ld  n o t be  necessary . A ccord ing  to  Jew ish  theology, m essian ic  red em p tio n  
is n o t lim ited  to  th e  sp iritu a l rea lm , b u t occurs in  tim e  an d  space, in  h is to ry , 
in  th e  soc io -po litica l rea lm . To be com plete , m essian ic  red em p tio n  m u s t ta k e  
p lace  in th e  physica l as w ell a s  th e  sp ir itu a l rea lm . U n til peace, ju s tic e  an d  
com passion  re ign . Jew s w ill co n tin u e  to  v iew  o u r w o rld  as u n red eem ed , as 
p re -m ess ian ic . T h a t is w hy  Jew s can n o t v iew  Jesu s as th e  u lt im a te  a n d  f i 
n a l M essiah . H ow ever, R abb i S h e rw in  suggests th ey  m ay consider Je su s  a s  
a  m essiah , as a p a r t  o f th e  life  of h is  peop le  a n d  th e ir  m essian ic  hope. In  
te x ts  n o rm a tiv e  fo r Ju d a ism , such a  m essiah  is n am ed  M essiah  son of Jo sep h  
(or M essiah  son of E ph ra im ). H e is a  p re lim in a ry  m essiah , com ing  in  a n tic i
p a tio n  of a n d  p av in g  th e  w ay  fo r th e  f in a l m essiah , th e  M essiah  son of D a
vid . H e is a  m essiah  w ho  dies to  p ro v id e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r th e  f in a l re d e m p 
tion  to  ta k e  p lace . F o r a> C h ris tian  lis ten e r, th e  n a tu re  an d  fun c tio n , R ab b i 
S h e rw in  assoc ia te s  w ith  Jesus, m ak e  th e  M as te r of N aza re th  re sem b le  th e  
C h ris tian  im age  of Jo h n  th e  B ap tis t. T he v ita l  novelty  of h is ideas consists 
in  g iv ing  Je su s  a p lace  w ith in  Jew ish  theo log ica l d iscourse. T h is  m ay  consi
d e rab ly  co n tr ib u te  to  give an  end  to  th e  c e n tu rie s -lo n g  v ir tu a l ex co m m u n ica 
tio n  of Je su s  from  th e  Jew ish  fa ith -c o m m u n ity . T h is v iew  of Je su s  p ro v id es 
H im  n o t on ly  w ith  a ro le  in  Je w ish  theology, b u t w ith  a m essian ic  ro le  as 
w ell. J u s t  a s  C h ris tia n ity  reg a rd s  Ju d a ism  as prepara tio  evangelica , Ju d a ism  
cou ld  acknow ledge  C h ris tian ity  as prepara tio  m essian ica . Je su s cou ld  th e n  b e 
com e a  tr u e  B ro th e r  in  th e  eyes of Jew s.

U n u su a l fa sc in a tio n  of m an y  Jew s  w ith  Je su s  w as re flec ted  in  th e  w ork's 
of S h a lo m  A sh (1880— 1957), a  Je w ish  w r ite r  w hose book, T he M an  o f N a za 
re th , h as  b een  tra n s la te d  from  Y idd ish  in to  P o lish  an d  recen tly  p u b lish ed  by 
W ydaw n ic tw o  D olnośląskie. P ro fesso r M ichał F r i e d m a n  (Jew ish  H is to ri
ca l In s titu te ) , its  tra n s la to r , d e liv e red  a  le c tu re  T h e  M an  o f N a za re th : a M es
siah  or a R abb i?  H e said  th a t  no  d o u b ts  as to th e  h is to rica l ex is ten ce  o f 
Je su s  can  be  seriously  trea ted . D iscussions o v e r it  be long  to  th e  p ast, how ever. 
C h ris tian s  a n d  Jew s con tinuously  q u estio n  H is iden tity . R esponses a p p e a r  n o t 
only  in  sch o la rly  essays a n d  le c tu re  ha lls , b u t in  l i te ra tu re  as w e ll (also in  
th e  Jew ish  one), w h ich  can be  b en efic ia l to  th e  in te rre lig io u s  d ia lo g u e ; J e 
sus is th e  on ly  perso n  ab le  to  tru ly  reconc ile  C h ris tian s  an d  Jew s, in  sp ite  of 
th e  co n tra ry  past.

A lso R ev. P ro fesso r S tan is ław  P i s a r e k  (K atow ice) d e lib e ra ted  on th e  
im age  of Je su s  in  S halom  A sh ’s w o rk s  a n d  rem in d ed  th a t  th e  novel ab o u t 
Je su s  is a  p a r t  o f a  tr ip le  se t con ce rn in g  a lso  V irg in  M ary  a n d  P a u l th e  
A postle.

P ro fesso r P e te r  J. T o m s o n  (A m sterdam ), p u b lish e r of th e  se ries  C om 
p en d ia  R e ru m  Iud a ica ru m  ad N o v u m  T es ta m en tu m , p re sen ted  a  p a p e r  Jesus  
T ra d itio n s and  C hris to logy in  P au l’s L e tte rs . I t  is o ften  sa id  P a u l d id  n o t 
a tta c h  g re a t im p o rtan ce  to  th e  e a r th ly  Je su s  a n d  focused  on C h ris t o r fa ith , 
o n  C h ris t re su rre c te d  an d  a n tic ip a te d  by  H is d iscip les, an d  an n o u n ced  H im  
as th e  Son of God. Such op in ions b ro ad en  a n d  w id en  th e  gap  b e tw een  ,,thè  
Je su s  o f h is to ry ” a n d  „ th e  C h ris t of f a i th ” w ho  is p ro fessed  especia lly  iń  
P ro te s ta n t com m unities , w h ereas , th ese  b o th  v iew s a re  ab so lu te ly  in sep a rab le . 
T he  o ld es t canon ica l C h ris tian  tex ts , th e  L e tte rs  o f P au l, show  a  close r e la 
tio n sh ip  b e tw een  th e  ea rth ly  Je su s  a n d  th e  heav en ly  C hris t. In  a u th e n tic  
P a u l’s L e tte rs  th e re  a re  sev e ra l u n d isp u ta b le  a llu sio n s to  Jezu s’ w o rd s  e sp e -



cia lly  recogn isab le  in  cases of p ra c tic a l life  ru les , so -ca lled  halacha  in  H e
b rew . T hen , n o t w h a t P a u l h a d  h im se lf to  say is  v a lid , b u t th e  d e lib e ra tio n s  
a ris in g  from  th e  teach in g  o f Jesus. P a u l’s p i'ac tica l reco m m en d a tio n s b ase  on 
Je w ish  custom s, v iew s a n d  law s, w h ic h  m a tte rs  in asm u ch  as  th e  A postle ’s 
w o rld  w as p e rm e a te d  w ith  e lem en ts  of pag an  th in k in g  an d  acting . A lso in 
P a u l’s C hris to logy , th e  decis ive  fac to r is th e  p e rso n ag e  a n d  teach in g  of Jesu s, 
w hom  th e  A postle  a lw ays perce ives in  th e  v iew  of R esu rrec tion . In  h is  p ra c 
tica l p roposals, th e  le c tu re r  suggested  to  fin a lly  re lin q u ish  th e  ra d ic a l an d  
illeg itim a te  d is tin g u ish in g  be tw een  Je su s  an d  C h ris t. W e, C h ris tian s , h av e  to  
s tu d y  th e  Je su s  h is to ry  a s  w e ll a s  ack n o w led g e  H is re su rre c tio n  an d  p e rm a 
n e n t p resence , i. e., c e le b ra te  th e  E u ch aris t. P a u l in s is tin g  on th e  heav en ly  
C h ris t does n o t m ean  Ju d a ism  or th e  L aw  is re jec ted . T he Jew ish  law  is 
s til l v a lid  fo r Je w s  a n d  C h ris tian s  of Jew ish  descen t. P a u l is n o t a  C h ris tian  
H ellen is t, b u t th e  f i rs t  w itn ess  o f Je su s  th e  Je w  w ho  b ro u g h t H im  closer to  
th e  p ag an  w o rld  a n d  w on  H is n ew  n o n -Je w ish  fo llow ers.

Rev. D r W a ld e m ar C h r o s t o w s k i  (ACT) d e liv e red  th e  le c tu re  T h e  J e 
w ish n ess  o f Jesus. Je su s  d iv ided  Jew s  a n d  C h ris tian s , b u t be liev ers  of each  
den o m in a tio n  ag reed  in  one th in g  — th ey  d id  n o t w a n t to  a d m it in  p u b lic  
th a t  Je su s h ad  b een  a  Jew . R ep u d ia tin g  th e  Jew ish n ess  of Jesus, w h ich  w as 
u n d esired  by  b o th  p a rts , th ey  only  b ro ad en ed  th e  ex is tin g  gap. N ot on ly  doc
tr in a l  b u t a lso  h is to rica l fa c to rs  w e re  invo lved , a n d  f i rs t of a ll eno rm ous m u 
tu a l m is tru s t an d  rec ip ro ca lly  b ad  im ag e  w h ich  m ad e  th e  v iew  of Je su s  as 
a  Je w  „ im p ro p e r” . T he consequences of ig n o rin g  o r even  den y in g  th e  
Jew ish n ess  of Je su s  w e re  lam en tab le . Jew s in c reased  th e  s te reo ty p ica l p re 
ju d ices a n d  th in g s  un to ld , w h ich  re f le c ted  in  c lassica l Jew ish  l i te ra tu re  an d  
consciousness. C h ris tian s  w e re  tem p ted  to  d eh u m an ise  Jesus, to  d e m a te ria lise  
H im , th a t  is to  m y th ic ize  H im . If  Je su s  w as  n o t a  Jew , so w h o  w as  h e?  
T he ig n o ran ce  of Je su s’ Jew ish n ess  w as acco m p an ied  by a lack  of u n d e r 
s tan d in g  of th e  tr u e  n a tu re  of G od’s ac tions, a s  th is  Jew ish n ess  c o n stitu te s  
a  p a r t  of a  d e fin ite  re a lity  o f the- R ed em p tio n  H isto ry . T he son of G od 
b ecam e n o t a  „u n iv e rsa l” h u m an , o r th e  m ore  a „ su p e rm an ”, b u t a h u m an  
w ho  in  h is  body  accom plished  th e  C ovenan t be tw een  G od an d  A b rah am , 
b e tw een  Isaac  a n d  Jam es, a n d  w ho is a  fu lf ilm e n t of h is  C ovenant.

T he  Jew s ta lk  on ly  a b o u t a  h is to ry  Jesus, a n d  n o t ab o u t C h ris t, i.e. ab o u t 
a  L o rd  e x a lted  to  th e  G od’s rig h t. C hristo logy , th u s , is n o t a su b jec t fo r J e 
w ish  theology. T he  resp o n se  to  th e  qu estio n  o f w ho  Je su s  is fo r C h ris tian s  
re f le c ts  w e ll w ho  H e is  n o t fo r Jew s. C onsidering  th e  basic  C h ris tian  e lem en ts  
of Je su s  im age  le t us see how  th ese  tw o  s is te r re lig ions p a r t , an d  d is tin g u ish  
w h a t each  of th e m  fin d s  specific . W hen  th in k in g  over th e  Jew ish n ess  of Jesus, 
w e  shou ld  n o t overlook  tw o  th in g s: H is self-consciousness an d  H is p lace  in 
Ju d a ism  of H is days. T he  question , „A re  you  a  J e w ? ” , if asked  th e  e a r th ly  J e 
sus, w ou ld  be abso lu te ly  obscure. Je su s  w as a  Je w  in th e  e th n ic  sen se  (w as 
b o rn  fro m  a Jew ish  m o th e r, of D av id ’s house  a n d  in  th e  bosom  of Is rae l) a s  
w e ll a s  in th e  re lig io u s sense, w h ich  H is life, teach ing , so lid a rity  w ith  H is 
ow n  n a tio n ’s fa te  a n d  p ro p h e tic  c ritism  of I s ra e l’s, s in s  „ from  th e  in s id e” r e f 
lect. T he se lf-consciousness of Je su s w as ty p ica lly  Jew ish . T he d ia logue on J e 
sus h as its  a d v a n ta g e  fo r th e  C h ris tian s  in  th e  Je w s  h e lp in g  u s re ach  th e  h i
s to ric  Je su s  a n d  H is t r u e  e a r th ly  c ircum stances, w ith o u t th a t  C h ris tian s  face  
th e  d an g e r of p e rv e r tin g  th e  G ospel. H ow ever, to  reach  th e  e a r th ly  Je su s  does 
n o t cover th e  w h o le  C h ris tia n  m essage as Je su s  is also  a n  o b jec t of fa ith . As 
f a r  as Je su s’s p lace  in  Ju d a ism  of H is  days is concerned , H e w as  th e  n e a re s t 
to , co n tra ry  to  p o p u la r  C h ris tian  v iew s, th e  te ac h in g  of th e  P h a risee s  a n d  
a  position  of a  rab b i. T hese d e lib e ra tio n s  conc luded  w ith  a suggestion  th a t  
Jew ish  a n d  C h ris tia n  co n tem p la tio n  of Jesu s arts rec ip ro ca lly  necessary . In  
o rd e r  to  b e a  good Jew  i t  is n ecessary  to  know  Je su s  as seen by  th e  C h ris tian s : 
on  th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  C h ris tian  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f Je su s  re q u ire s  a  know ledge 
of Ju d a ism , an d  even  a c e r ta in  lik in g  fo r it. I f  C h ris tian s  re fu se  th e  Jew ish n ess



of Jesu s, th e y  lose to u ch  w ith  th e i r  tr u e  roo ts. T ak in g  h is  Je w ish n e ss  in to  a c 
co u n t m ig h t b e  a n  e ffec tiv e  a n tid o te  to  th e  la te ly  d em o n s tra ted  a n ti-S e m ite  
a ttitu d e s .

D r M icha ł W o j c i e c h o w s k i  (ACT) ta lk e d  o n  T h e  N e w  T e s ta m e n t 
T e x ts  o n  J e w s  in  P olish  B ib lica l T ransla tions. H e ex am in ed  11 P o lish  t r a n s 
la tio n s  of th e  N ew  T estam en t, p ay in g  a tte n tio n  to  th e  tra n s la tio n  itse lf, p re 
face, a n n o ta tio n s  a n d  subhead ings. H e n o ticed  th a t  in  each  tra n s la tio n  th e re  
a re  ex p ress io n s  e ith e r  w eak en in g  th e  fr ie n d ly  to  Je w s  to n e  of th e  o rig in a l o r  
s tre n g h e n in g  w o rd in g s  w h ich  c ritic ize  them . A lth o u g h  th e se  cases a re  n o t 
n u m ero u s, th ey  can  conso lida te  ex is tin g  c liches u n fa ir  to  Je w s  a n d  Ju d a ism .

B ishop  S t. G ądeck i p re se n te d  a t  th e  sym posium  th e  re p o r t  on  th e  14th 
session  o f th e  In te rn a tio n a l C a th o lic -Je w ish  L ia ison  C om m ittee  (IC JL C ), 
w h ich  took  p a r t  in  B altim ore , U SA, fro m  4 th—7th  M ay 1992. A lso, th e  book 
J ew s  a n d  C hris tians in  D ialogue  w a s  p ro m o ted , w h ich  c o n ta in s  p a p e rs  o f 
th e  f i r s t  in  P o lan d  C a th o lic -Jew ish  theo log ica l co lloqu ium  th a t  to o k  p a r t  
in  C racow  an d  T yn iec in  A p ril 1992. T h is  book is th e  th i rd  v o lu m e of th e  
se ries  T h e  C hurch, J ew s and  Ju d a ism . 1
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