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The University of Silesia’s School of Polish Language and Culture has de-
veloped a long term relationship with Ukraine. During the 19 years of its
existence, hundreds of students from Ukraine participated in the Polish
Programme of the School. For example, the School is very engaged in the
Polish Studies of the Ivan Franko’s National University in Lvov, where in
1992 a group of twelve students and staff members initiated the cooperation
and participated in workshops devoted to Polish language, literature and
culture. As a part of the exchange program with Lvov, staff members from
the School conducted seminars and lectures, and Ukrainian scholars, coming
to Katowice, offered seminars to Polish students. Monika Rusin, a School
staff member, has been teaching in Lvov for several years. In 2008 profes-
sors from the Institute of Polish Language, University of Silesia, delivered
several lectures and seminars in Lvov devoted to the history of Polish lan-
guage. For three terms in 2008-2009, with a great help of the Institute for
Polish Studies of the Ivan Franko’s National University, the School con-
ducted special courses devoted Polish language, literature and culture.
Teachers of Polish and propagators of Polish culture in Ukraine refine their
professional background during seminars and workshops.

In 2008 at the Kiev’s Slavic University, staff members of the Institute for
Polish Studies, University of Silesia, conducted credited lectures and seminars.

Last years it was also a time of outgoing schools of Polish language and
culture, with special seminars and guest lectures in Mykolaiv, Charkiv,
Doneck, Dnipropetrovs’k, Mariupol and Zaporosh. These outgoing classes
were co-organized by the Supporters of the School of Polish Language and
Culture, University of Silesia, and were possible because of a great financial
aid of the Senate of the Polish Republic. In 2009 three groups of thirty each,
mainly from Stryi and Lanowice, took part in a special program “Following
the Footprints of Great Poles”, organized by the Upper-Silesian Branch of
the Society “Wspólnota Polska” and the School.

Scholars from Ukraine participated in conferences in Katowice, published
in “Postscriptum for Polish Studies”, and in collection of essays published
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by the School. In cooperation with the Institute of Polish Philology and the
Institute of Applied Ukrainian Linguistics of the Ivan Franko’s National
University in Lvov, in the spring of 2009, the School organized a conference
devoted to certification of the Polish language and the Ukrainian language
for foreigners. Scholars from the University of Wroclaw, Maria Curie-
Skłodowska University in Lublin and from the Silesian University partici-
pated in the conference, as well as scholars from Kiev, Charkiv, Lvov and
other significant academic centres. Bilingual proceedings from the confer-
ence are pending publication in the forthcoming year.

This volume of “Postscriptum for Polish Studies” has been prepared in
order to present to the reader the broad spectrum of Polish Studies in
Ukraine, as well as activities conducted by Ukrainian universities, colleges,
schools and Polish organizations. It is also an example of Polish-Ukrainian
cooperation.

This is a good example of Polish-Ukrainian relationships, to which the
authors of this issue pay so much attention. The issue was edited by Profes-
sor Alla Krawczuk form the Ivan Franko’s National University in Lvov, and
Professor Jolanta Tambor from the Silesian University in Katowice, and
Monika Rusin who connects both Universities.
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