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PRESCRIPTUM 

Dear Readers, 

this time we dedicate the columns of our magazine to the topic: ‘Didactics, glot-
todidactics – common places’ and we want to share the reflections on the integrated 
didactics of Polish language and culture both at Polish schools and abroad. Elabora-
tions presented here have resulted from the conviction in the extreme importance 
of the joint action of those who care about the problems of Polonistic education in 
the period of social and cultural transformation. You are thus given a chance to 
participate in the discussion of literary critics, linguists, specialists in didactics and 
glottodidactics on using the achievements of Polonistic didactics in teaching Polish 
language as a foreign as well as the achievements of glottodidactics in enriching 
teaching Polish language at schools in Poland. It is also a chance to recognize the 
areas of interests introduced into the didactic discourse. 

The first part of the volume is theoretical in character. The articles dedicated to 
the problem of language boundaries can be found here. Language boundaries are 
defined as the phenomenon that not only limits one’s understanding of a foreign 
language but it is also connected with the problem of inexpressibility. The authors 
of the articles consider interpretation as a chance to overcome a foreignness in a 
taught language and intercultural competences gained by a learner are considered to 
be a key to successful literary and language education. It is therefore interpretation 
that becomes a ‘common place’ for didactics and glottodidactics. 

In the second part of the volume the authors use their educational experiences to sug-
gest many practical solutions, such as integrating language skills in didactic process, using 
traditional and modern learning aids in modern teaching, interpretations of Polish litera-
ture in the process of education. They also share their observations concerning the way 
in which foreign students abroad learn Polish language, literature and culture. 

Voices from the World is another section that will be certainly interesting to readers. 
The situation of Polish faculties in the United States and in some European and 
Asian countries is presented here. Polish language teachers’ working abroad at-
tempts to diagnose the situation should encourage further reflection on the devel-
opment of Polish Philology faculties abroad, the real needs of people learning 
Polish language that should lead to the necessary changes in glottodidactics. 

In chapters concluding this volume readers will find the accounts of the confer-
ences that were held in October and November last year, and reviews of some 
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glottodidactic books published recently that are certainly worth being recommended 
to everyone interested in teaching Polish as a foreign language. 

We therefore encourage you to read Postscriptum Polonistyczne – the issue that point-
ing out to the ‘common places’ of didactics and glottodidactics provides evidence 
that native or foreign language respects no boundaries. Just like a thought! 

This volume was compiled by Prof. Bernadeta Niesporek-Szamburska and 
Dr. Małgorzata Wójcik-Dudek from Chair of Methodology of Polish Language 
Teaching at the University of Silesia in Katowice. 

General Editor 


