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S u m m a r y

The p resen ted  collection co n s titu tes  th e  firs t v/olum e of a scientific publication  
p rep a re d  in  The In s titu te  of P o litical Science an d  Jo u rn a lism  of th e  U n iversity  of 
S ilesia  in  Katowice. T his periodical, th e  firs t volum e of w hich ap p ears  on th e  30th 
an n iv e rsa ry  of the  In s titu te , will be issued  annually .

T his collection com prises a rtic les on th e  im p o rta n t political issues concerning the  
h is to ry  of political th o u g h t an d  political doctrines, political governm ents, social com 
m unication  an d  in te rn a tio n a l rela tions. W hat is pecu lia r to  such periodicals is m etho 
dological incoherence an d  th em atic  d iversity  of th e  included articles. The ed ito rs did 
no t a t te m p t to change th e  personal view s expressed  by th e  au th o rs , m ost of whom  are  
re se a rch e rs  from  T he In s titu te  of Political Science an d  Jo u rn a lism  of th e  U niversity  of 
S ilesia. N evertheless, in  th is  volum e one can  also  find tex ts  w ritte n  by foreign scholars 
an d  by Polish  political sc ien tists  from  ou tside th e  U n iversity  of S ilesia.

The m ajority  of the  te x ts  a re  devoted to th e  selected issues concerning political 
governm ents. The m ost im p o rta n t subjects tack led  in  these  a rtic les include th e  role of 
th e  ju d ic ia ry  in  th e  process of dem ocratiza tion  of coun tries and  societies, the  p a rty  
system  of th e  R ussian  F ederation , th e  in s titu tio n  of the  p resid en t in  Poland, S lovakia 
an d  th e  Czech Republic a fte r 1989.

The second group of artic les consists of te x ts  th a t  deal w ith  th e  broadly  u n d e r
stood political though t. As far a s  th is  group is concerned one should  pay special a t te n 
tion  to  th e  in -dep th  artic le  on th e  „C h ris tian  S ocratism ” perceived as a w ay of th in k in g  
ab o u t politics, coun tries and  h u m a n  beings. W hat seem s to  be equally  in te re s tin g  is 
th e  te x t devoted to th e  issue of ju stice  in  th e  political philosophy of P lato.

In  th e  collection one can also find  artic les  abou t th e  foreign policy of th e  selected 
coun tries. The au th o rs  focused th e ir  a tten tio n  on th e  controversies su rro u n d in g  the 
Polish in tervention  in  Iraq, F rance’s s tan d  on the  Common Foreign and Security Policy of 
the  E uropean U nion as well as the diplom atic rela tions betw een R ussia and  Slovakia.

T he ed ito rs of th e  volum e hope th a t  th e  rea d ers  will also ta k e  in te re s t in  th e  
a rtic le s  devoted to  social com m unication, con tem porary  political com m unication  and 
th e  policy of com m unicating  on th e  in te rn a tio n a l scale.


