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NOMOZ IN THE. PAPYRI
I

The term vipos designates first at all a royal decree issued
by the king in contrast with royal Stypdppara and mpostaypora.?
Such decrees are for instance the vipos tehovirnic, the vipog fe-
Batwsswe or the vopoc zatd todg EpBatebovrac.?

The term vépos designates further the autonomous statutes
(molmizog vépog), applying to citizens of autonomous cities,
such as Alexandria or to members of ethnical or pseudoethni-
cal unions ®. The specific enactments on azmozknpododar %oteas in
P. Hal. 121-122 may be also a part of a mohtizbc vipoc.

Finally we find in the Ptolemaic period the expression
6 wic yepas vipos for the law of the Egyptian people.*

II

In the Roman period the term vépoc in plur. is used in the
sense of the lex duodecim tabularum or the old customary
law. Thus in Lond. II No. 354 (p. 164) (10 B.C.) (v. 17): tav
vopov nehobviey Oig mepl adtod xpivesdart In BGU 1578, (II/III
cent. A.D.) the passage: tabtqs yap bdroyctplag pot oborg ratd thv
vipov can also allude to a provision of the XII tables or to the
old customary law.” In Lond. IT 470 p.212 = M. Chr. 328 (168
A.D.) (v. 6) the passage on accepfilatio: mepthvodore Savioy pratpt-
%oy adrijc ratd thy vépoy tov ‘Popaioy refers to the law based on
jurisprudence.®

1 Cf. my Lam in Greco-Roman Egypi p. 6 note 26.

2 See my Lamw l. c.,, it may be added: the vipoc on xzgiproy &% deraptagon
in BGU 1581 or on é&yveie see Otto Priester und Tempel 11 31 ff; Wilcken
Arch. . Pap. IX 77 ff,

8 Cf. my 'Lam p. 7.

3a Cf. my Lam p. 23.

4+ Cf. Wenger Instilutes p. 176.

5 Cf. my Lam p. 98 n.

¢ Cf. Sohm Institules (engl. transl.) 451.
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Népos designates further in this period an imperial consti-
tution such as-Hadrian’s constitution granting to Antinoites
dmyapio w=phs Afyoztions.” May be that the specific vipor, =apa-
NTPAOVAN ")‘:'.0'\(}7“/.(1W9 and d(‘;{sd‘rﬂb‘/mvm which appear for the first-
time in the Roman period are also imperial constitutions.

The term mohmizol vépor disappears in the Roman period
and is replaced by édotmzol vépor' which means specifically
the law of the autonomous city of Alexandria. We also find
the vépor tov Navzpatcdv granted to Antinoites.” There is no
trace of wolwmzot vépor of ethnical or pseudo-ethnical organi-
zations.

The ¢ tic yopag vipos persists until early in the second cen-
tury.” Then it gives way to the ¢ tov Afpztiov vipos, The latter
seems {o have had more farreaching application than I had
previously recognized.” Among the provisions of the ¢ tov
Atpoztiov vopos | would now include the provision of duyotpiz
of the older son,” the regulatlons of aetas legitima,"” the ru-
ling that inheritance %27’ oizov be devided according to
household " and not according to individuals. and a series
of other rulings of inheritance.™

Finally it should be noted that vépos could also mean ordi-
nances of associations such as those of the salt merchants. the
weavers and so on."

7 Cf. W. Chr. 27 (II cent. A.D.) verso 3: brevavtiov ti &sty natd vopov
N rati Otizabi; see also P. Jand. 140 p. 101.

8 See my Lam p. 266.

9 See M. Chr. 249 o

10 See my Lamw p. 310.

11 Cf. Oxy. 706 = M. Chr. 81 (115 A.D.); on Oxy. 2177, (ITI cent.
A.D. see my Lam p. 330 note. ¥

12, Cf. note 7,

18 Cf. my Lam p. 2/3.

%, O my . Lam p- 2

15 Cf. my Lam p. 139.

16 Cf. my Lam p. 125 note 51.

17 Ryl. 76, (late I1 cent.) c¢f. Kreller Erbrechtl. Unters. 412.

18 On Wess. Stud. XX No 9 (138—161 A.D.) see my Lam p. 141 o
see also Mey. 8, (151 A.D.) and my Lam p. 188,; and Oxy. 1102 , (146
A.D.) (Report of lural proceedings): WDy dpovpor %0t TODS VOROLS 34 2T
avarvwedeisas pot 7piseic Gorodaty T soyypagodiudiey pi drostélhew.

19 Cf. Mich. 243, (reign of Tiberius): =pia. (E)stwr % vhpog; see also
PSI 902 (I cent. AD) Mich. 355, Osl. 141 which refers probably to
an ordinance of weavers.
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111

In the period between the Constitutio Anfoniniana and Ju-
stinian’s codification we continue to find vépoc referring ei-
ther to the XII tables or the old customary law. Thus in Lips.
34, (395 A.D.) where like Lond. Il 354 the principle bis de
eadem re ne sit actio is mentioned.” The same holds for Oxy.
1208, (291 A.D.) and Oxy. 1268 (III cent. A.D.) where we
read ¥yovrog adriy =G of yepl natd tode Popaiov vipong.2' The
lex Iulia et Titia is called vipog “lodhog z[at Titog],?? the lex
Plaetoria Autaopog vopos® and the lex Pappia Poppaea vipog
Marwog Mazzaios?® The vépoc in CPR 20, 18 = W. Chr. 462
(250 A. D.) and M. Chr. 71 (462 A. D.) is the lex Iulia de
cessione bonorum?® and the vépoc in Strassb. 29 (289 A.D.)
is the lex Iulia et Pappia Poppaea on ius liberorum.*

The term vépoc also continues to be used for the law based
on jurisprudence. Thus Flor. 36 = M. Chr. 64 (312 A.D.) in
which the prefect orders an investigation to find out whether
or not the wife gave her consent to the marriage. reads: Et
[fipéoneto] o) mphe thv dvdpa ovpfiacst 7 mals, adth tohto pavephy Yevé-
sho wapy 1 ho[foty] axchodes teic vépors*” Other examples
are Flor. 111 309, (IV cent. A.D.) referring to the vipoz on
o8pc®®; Thead. 24, (334 A.D.) referring to the véipoc on
dikes;?* and Cair. Masp. 67295, (Ils9.23; Ill,;) (ca 4913
A.D.) mentions the vépo. petevtiovoc with respect to the actio
rei uxoriae.” It should also be noted that the term heres
legitimus, a pure creation of the jurists,”" is translated #i7-
povipos raty todg vapone’® The imperial constitutions in this

20 C'f. note 4.

21 Cf. note 5.

22 Cf. my Lam p. 23, 1'5121

28 Cf. my Lam.135 g

24 Lugd. Bat. 11 5,5 (305 AD.).

25 Cf. my Lamw p. 20

20y " am D "4 n()to

*7 Cf. Lugd. Bat. II p. 21/2; see No 5 (5305 A.D.) (v. 11) rogobsay »a h-
dowobsay mob Yapov [zowwviay] zth. and the literature p. 21 note 11.

I O D0, S 1144, C 9,55

29 Cf. D 47,12,.10.

30 Cf. Steinwenter Arch. f. Pap. VII 54 ff.

31 Cf. D 3, 5, 27; 5, 2, 6, pr; see Biondi, Succ. fest. 627.

2 Cf. Oxy."1121 135 see Kreller I. ¢. 57,.
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period are sometimes called 9ziot vépor. In Ryl. 117, (269 A.D.)
we read: capag toig dsiog véhpors Subprotar that those who have
inherited nothing from deceased persons cannot be held re-
sponsible for the debts of the latter or for claims made against
them. This statement is not quite correct.”” for in Roman law
one could acquire an inheritance consisting of nothing but
debts. It may be, however, that there was a special constitu-
tion for Egypt introducing the principle mentioned in the
Ryl. text.

In PSI 965 (IV cent. A.D.). however, we find the term
Kaisapog tepis vipos and in Cair. Masp. 295, the phrase [of vépo
oy Jeotdtov] ey Basthiov.

Nipor very frequently mean. in this later period. consti-
tutions valid throughout the Empire. Thus. Oxy. 1414,, (270/5
A.D.) refers to the constitution of Septimius Severus on
fovhai, with the previously unknown provision that the pryta-
nis should be nominated six months before assuming office
(11 24-27) [6 véplos w[e]heder mph ESapajvin thy pehlompbravy bvopd-
Zesdat. Oxy 1204, (299 A.D.) mentions constitutions that esta-
blish the provision that senatorial rank brings release from
munera.”' P. Boak No. 21 (296 A.D.)* quotes a vipoc ruling
that dowries recorded in written agreements must be evalua-
ted by a goldsmith and a tailor before they can become valid.
PSI 807 (280 A.D.) mentions vépor which order pyééva zazéyz-
oot Hxip dhhov in words strongly reminiscent of the perti-
nent constitutions of Diocletian.® In Rend. Harr. 68, (225
A.D.) the applicant requests the iuridicus to appoint him
guardian of two of his sister’s three children: ol viporc
grohoddes that is to say., according to the constitutio divi
Marci.””

The vépos on atéhete in BGU 1073, trace back to the empe-
ror Claudius and his successors.”® The vépor in Oxv. 67,,
(338 A.D.) are the rulings of Constantin on litis denuntiatio:™

33 Cf. Kreller I. c. 412.

34 Cf. DI 2, 2—5.

% Cf. my Lam 95..

3% Cf. my Lamw p. 34. .

. Cf. D, 1, 20, 2 Iuridico qui Alexandriae agil datio tutoris constitu-
tione divi Marci concessa est.

# Cf. Oertel Liturgie 391 .

39 Cf. Wenger Institutes 272.
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those in Lips. 41, (IV cent. A.D.) the provisions by post- Julian
emperors on repudium;* and the vépos in Oxy. 1101 (367/70
A.D.) refers to the provision on military jurisdiction.*” The
nature of the taptsion vépor in Lond. IT 213 verso p. 160/1 =
W. Chr. 267 (late 11T cent. A.D.) cannot be determined.

In some papyri we find vépos used to mean rescript. This
is the case in M. Chr. 199 referring to Diocletian’s rescript on
alienatio in fraudem crediforum.”™ In Flor. 57 (222/3 A.D.) the
vopos must be understood to mean the rescripts providing that
those who are over 70 vears of age shall not be compelled to
perform liturgies.*
 In other texts vépos means decrefum. The term vépoc in SB
7696 means the ordinance of the emperor Severus exempting
the coloni from the municipal liturgies.** The vépot in Oxford
6 (330 A.D.)* and Wess. Stud. XX 88 (337 A.D.)* are the de-
cretum divi Marci.*” Finally we have the constitutions ap-
plying only to Egypt: Oxy. 1642,; (289 A.D.) providing that
the property of children under pafria potestas shall not es-
cape the liabilities of their father:* the constitution on #va
in Cair. Preis. 2, (362 A.D.)* and the constitution on 7apa-
pwodiz in BGU 1024 (I'V cent. A.D.).*

The ¢ Atyortiov vipos continues in ihis" period. T would in-
clude in this category the provisions on aetas legitima in
Lips. 29, (295 A.D.)** and on pafria potestas n BGU 667
(221/2 A.D.) and 907 (Imp. Commodus era).”

40 Cf. Mitteis Leipz. Pap. 140.

4 Cf. C. Th. XII, 1, 128 (392 'A.D.); C. 1. 1, 46, 2.

42 See my Lam 21, 29.

43 Cf. Oertel Liturgie 374. i

44 Cf. Wenger Actes Oxford 537 [f; 539 ff.

45 (v. 11) [tov vopoy od soyylwpodviwy drowyqdiyval ta [*¥ic yas] avev Buxa-
GTLROD TPOSTAYIATOS.

46 (v, 18) oddt yap [v7c] [$E]ovsias Esty T Bovhopéve dhho[tpiwy] dvuimoiisdar
aved BLrasTIZOD Otraiov.

7 Cf. D 4, 2, 13; 48, 7, 7, see Wenger Institufes 10/11.

4 (Cf. on the whole problem Mitteis CPR p. 105.

4 Cf. my Laro 96 ff.

50 C'f. my Lamw 329 ff.

51 C'f. my art. degyptus XII 144 ff.

2 Cf. my Lamw 99;.
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Finally vépoc in the sense of the ordinance of an organi-
zation appears in Wess. XX 69.”

IV

In the time of Justinian the meaning of vépoc undergoes
several changes. [irst at all. it comes to mean Justinian’s co-
dification as a whole as in Cair. Masp. 67312, ,, (507
A.D.) and 671515, 4 (570 A.D.) referring to the clausula
codicillaris and the codicilli testamento confirmati,’* and in
Cair. Masp. 67151,,, with reference to the yevinds zovpdrep and
natd vopovs xndepav.’® In CPR 30 1I 13, 23 (VI cent. A.D.)
and Cair. Masp. 67006 verso 1. 112 (VI cent. A.D.)* the véipoc
means the Codex and specifically the provisions on pvyoreia
and dowry.

In the previous period the imperial constitutions in the
Codex are called vépo.. In Cair. Masp. 67057 1 1, however.
the reference is probably to the edict XIII of Justinian (554
A.D.)" and in Cair. Masp. 67097 verso 32-33 (569 A.D.) to
the decalogue.™

Individual constitutions are also cited. In Lond. II 484
p. 323 (616 A.D.) we-read of a vipoc Epguteioewe,® in Cair.
‘Masp. 67032=Meyer Jur. Pap. 52 (551 A.D.) of the constitu-
tion on 2yftBzotic and in Mon. 6 (563 A.D.)® of an otherwise
unknown constitution on the {festimony of one witness.

In one case vipoc®™ refers to a Novel of Justinian, Nov. 87
according to which a renunciation implying the revocation
of the gift 1s admissible, and the donatio mortis causa be-
comes in consequence of this clause by no means a donatio
inter vivos.

58 (v. 11—12) Baprécac [eic mavea t&] [ratk t]ov vipov.

¢ Cf. my Lam 149,..

%8 Cf. my Lam 38; 13621.

56 Cf. my Lamw 9()97.

57 mpog thv Yelov vopov; and the note of the ed.

5 Cf. my Laro 105 and my Gesch. d. Rezeption d. rom. Rechts in
Agypten in Studi Bonfante 1 436.

39 Cf. my Rezeption d. r. R. 427,

% Cf. my Laro 39%.

¢t Cf. Cair. Masp. 67151, inter pivos rati viuov see my Lamw p. 155,
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It is noteworthy that vépes refers to the Republican lex
Falcidia. The testament and the will of the bishop of Her-
monthis mentions an &mtyopoc vovosthat means a local law.%
Also of local origin is the vipoc zmpdssws zal Fefauaszwc® and
the vépoc on hypotheca omnium bonorum.”

Raphael Taubenschlag
[Warsaw University|

62 Cair. Masp. 67312,, see my Lar p. 148, .

3 Cf. Lond. I No 77 p. 231 = M. Chr. 319 (VI cent. A.D.) see my Lam
p. 5 note 23.

64 See my Lam 247 cf. Wenger Mon. Pap. p. 56.
5 Cf. Lond. 1736 see my Lar 212.
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