


T H E O R I G I N A N D C O M P E T E N C E 

O F T H E Π Ρ Α Κ Τ Ω Ρ Ξ Ε Ν Ι Κ Ω Ν 

I n t h e p a p y r i f r o m t h e P t o l e m a i c a n d R o m a n periods , an of f ic ia l 
cal led πράκτωρ ξενικών is m e n t i o n e d , w h o s e origin a n d c o m p e -
t ence h a v e n o t b e e n m o n o g r a p h i c a l l y dea l t w i t h in l i terature as 
y e t 1 . T h i s art ic le u n d e r t a k e s t o f i l l u p th i s gap . 

T h e p a p y r u s H a l . 1 f r o m t h e 3 rd c e n t . R.C. 2 is t h e o ldes t pa-
pyrus w h i c h m e n t i o n s a πράκτωρ w i t h o u t a n y fur ther spec i f i ca -
t ion . H e appears there as an e x e c u t i v e o f f i c ia l en t i t l ed t o carry 

1 Some remarks are to be found: G r e n f e l l - H u n t - S m y l y , The Teb-
tunis Papyri I (1902) p. 55, 57; L. W e n g e r , Arch. f . Pap. I I (1903) p. 494; 
G r e n f e l l - H u n t , The Oxyrynchus Papyri IV (1904) p. 177-179 : Τ h. 
R e i η а с h, Papyrus Grecs et Démotiques (1906) p. 40; L. M i t t e i s , Griech. 
Urkunden der Papyrussammlung zu Leipzig (1906) p. 326; О. G r a d e n w i t z , 
Arch. f . Pap. I I I (1906) p. 25n. 1, 2 9 - 3 1 ; R. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Arch. f . Pap. 
IV (1907) p. l l n . 1; H. L e w a l d , Beiträge zur Kenntnis des röm.-ägyptischen 
Grundbuchsrechts (1908) p. 67—70; A. B. S c h w a r z , Hypothek und Hypal-
lagma (1911) p. 96, 130—131; P. J o u g u e t, Papyrus Grecs I I (1912) p. 198; 
L. M i t t e i s , Grundzüge (1912) p. 1 7 - 1 9 , 30, 128—129, 159 -160 ; G r a e c a 
H a 1 e η s i s, Dikaiomata (1913) p. 58, 9 5 - 9 7 ; P. J ö r s , Sav. Z. XXXVI (1915) 
p. 235, 261, 312; F г. О e r t e l , Die Liturgie (1917) p. 114-115 ; P. J ö r s , Sav. 
Z. X X X I X (1918) p. 8 9 - 9 1 ; XL (1919) p. 4 n. 4, 4 0 - 4 5 , 76, 85 n. 1, 86; 
P. M. M e y e r , Jur. Pap. (1920) p. 159 f.; Z.f. vgl. Rechtsw. X X X I X (1921) 
p. 281; U. W i 1 с к e η, Urkunden der Ptolemäerzeit I (1922) p. 546; W. W e s t e r-
m a η η, Upon Slavery in Ptolemaic Egypt (1922) p. 17; E. W e i s s , Griechisches 
Privatrecht (1923) p. 466, 472, 489 η. 132; F r . P r i n g s h e i m Sav. Ζ. XLIV 
(1924) p. 498 f., 514; P. M. M e y e r , Sav. Z. XLIV (1926) p. 315; S. M ö 11 e r, 
Griech. Papyri aus dem Berliner-Museum (1929) p. 37; P. M. M e y e r , Sav. 
Z. L (1930) p. 538; C. C. E d g a r , Zenon Papyri in the University of Michigan 
Collection, XXIV (1931) p. 150 n. 1; O. G u é r a u d, Enteuxeis I I (1932) p. 
182; H u n t - S m y l y , The Tebtunis Papyri I I I , 1 (1933) p. 108-109, 271; 
A. B. S c h w a r z , Aegyptus XVII (1937) p. 242 and passim; L e R o y W a l -
l a c e , Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian (1938) p. 482; R. T a u -
b e n s c h l a g , The Law of Greco-Roman Egypt I (1944) p. 401, 402, 406, 407— 
410; F г. P r i n g s h e i m , The Greek Sale by Auction (Scritti Ferrini IV (1949) 
p. 287 f.). 

2 P. Hal. 1 (v. 47, 54, 116, 119, 126) cf. G r a e c a H a l e n s i s , Dikaiomata 
p. 58 ff. 
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out execution upon persons and properties3 in respect to all the 
inhabitants of Alexandria, royal envoys exempted4 . He is pro-
bably also competent as far as soldiers are concerned whose cases 
used to be examined by courts called ξενικά δικαστήρια5). 

This πράκτωρ is however not an official originating in Egypt; 
on the contrary he has been recepted from the Attic law6 , which — 
as it is now well known—served in many respects as a model for 
the law of Alexandria7 . A similar πράκτωρ without any addi-
tional specification is to be found outside of Alexandria in the 
χώρα8 . The remarks upon this πράκτωρ in other documents 
from the I I I cent. B. C. are very vague9 and do not allow any 
conclusions to be reached in respect to his competence. 

3 P. Hal. 1 (v. 116 — 117) καί ό πράκτωρ ή δ υπηρέτης πραξά[τω καθάπερ 
έγ δίκης έκ τ]ών υπαρχόντων, εάν δέ μη έκποιήι, και έκ του σώματος. Similarly 
P. Hal. 1 (ν. 119-120). 

4 P. Hal. 1 (ν. 124—127) [κα]τά δέ [τώ]ν άπεσταλμ[έ]νων ύπ[ό του βα]-
σιλέως δίκην μ[η]δεΐς [είσαγέτ]ω μήτε κ[α]τ' αύτ[ών μή]τε κατά τ[ών] ένγύ[ον, 
μη]δέ ό πράκτωρ μη[δ]έ οί [ΰπ]ηρέται παραλα[μβαν]έτωσαν τούτ[ο]υς. cf. Dikaio-
mata p. 86. 

5 P. Hal. 1 (v. 156 ff.) Των δέ « τ ω ν δέ » έν τ[ώι] στρατ[ι]ωτικώ[ι] 
τεταγμένων οσο[ι] αν έν [Άλ]εξα[ν]δρεία[ι] πεπο[λ]ιτογραφημένοι έν[κα]λώσ[ιν 
π]ερί σιτ[α]ρχιών καί σιτομε[τ]ριών και πα[ρ]αγρα[φών] τώ[ν έ]ξιτ[α]ρχίας η 
σι[τ]ομετρίας γινομένω[ν, έ]άν καί οί άντ[ίδ]ικοι έν τώι [σ]τρατιωτικώι οντ[ες 
π] επολιτογ [ρ] αφημένοι ώ[σ]ιν, λα[μ]βαν[έτ]ωσαν το δ[ί]καιον [κ]αΙ ύπεχέτω[σ]αν 
έν [τοις] ξεν[ι]κοΐς δικαστη[ρί]οις καί αί π[ρ]άξεις εστωσαν κατά το διάγραμμα 
cf. on this court: G r a e c a H a 1 e n s i s, Dikaiomata p. 95 — 97; S c h u b a r t , 
Einführung in die Papyruskunde p. 286, 293; P. M. M e y e r , Sav. Z. XLYI 
(1926) p. 315; B e r n e k e r , Die Sondergerichtsbarkeit im griechischen Recht Ägyp-
tens p. 159—160. 

6 Cf. L i ρ s i u s, Das attische Recht и. Rechtsverfahren p. 944 — 945. 
7 Cf. P. Oxy. XVIII 2177 (ν. 1 2 - 1 5 ) (III cent. A.D. ) Καίσαρ τοις γαρ 

αύτοΐς νόμοις χρώ[ν]ται 'Αθηναίοι καί Άλεξα(ν)δρεΐς· see S e i d l , Studia et 
documenta hist, et iuris XV (1949) p. 328. 

8 P. Hib. 30 = M. Chr. 20 (v. 1 7 - 1 9 ) (300-270) B.C.) [ταύτας] απαιτού-
μενος ύπό μου πολλάκις, ούκ ά[ποδίδ]ωις οΰτε τώι πράκτορι ήβούλου έξομο[λο-
γήσ]ασθαι. 

9 Cf. P. Hib. 92 = Μ. Chr. 23 (ν. 2 0 - 2 2 ) ( 2 6 3 - 2 B.C.); UPZ Nr. 156 (ν. 2) 
(259 B.C.); PSI IV 335 (ν. 24) ( 2 5 7 - 6 B.C.); Cair.-Zen. I 59136 (ν. 6) (256 
B.C.) cf. ρ. 145; Mich. Zen. 58 (v. 7) (248 B.C.); Col. Zen. II 88 (v. 3 - 4 ) (245 
B.C.); 83 (v. 9) ( 2 4 5 - 4 B.C.); 90 (v. 15) ( 2 4 3 - 2 B.C.); Cair.-Zen. I l l 59367 
(v. 9) 240 B.C.; Tebt. 814 Col. I (v. 2, 28, 40) (239-227 B.C.) see however 
I.e. p. 271; Ent. II 62 (v. 10) (221 B.C.); P. Lille 28 (v. 13) (III cent. B.C.); 
see also Cair.-Zen. I l l 59460 (v. 6, 12) and Cair.-Zen. I l l 59490 (v. 46, 52) 
(both from the III cent. B.C.). 
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I 

Beside this πράκτωρ without any further specification we 
meet in the papyri from the middle of the III cent. B. C. the 
πράκτορες with various supplements. 

The oldest of this group of documents U.P.Z. Nr 153 (v. 12-13) 
(255 B. C.) refers to a πράκτωρ των βασιλικών10. The contents 
of this document is connected with U .P .Z . Nr 154 (254 B.C.) and 
U.P.Z. Nr 155 (254 B.C.). All these three documents are receipts 
for the payment of instalments of a price obtained in an auction 
of property. The price is due for the so called ΐβιοταφεϊον an 
office of prophet and a half of δωρεαία y'i] belonging to the ΐβιο-
ταφεΐον, whose former proprietor, Dorion, was probably a fiscal 
debtor, and whose properties were assigned (προσέβαλοντο) to 
buyers11. It may be that this πράκτωρ των βασιλικών is identical 
with the πράκτωρ βασιλικός, mentioned in P.S.J. IV 389 (243-2 
B.C.)12. As P r i n g s h e i m points out13, a debtor of a loan had 
been arrested by this πράκτωρ at the creditors request; he has 
paid a part of the sum owed and declares now that he owes the 
rest and will pay it by monthly instalments within a year. It is 
noteworthy that the parties in this document bear Greek names. 

Another πράκτωρ called τών ιδιωτικών appears about the same 
time in Col. Zen. 54 (250 B. C.), Hibeh. 34 (243-2 B.C.) and Mich. 
Zen. Nr 71 (246-221 B.C.). 

The papyrus Col. Zen. 5414 concerns a preparation of a case 
against the lessees of Apollonios. As they did not fulfill the terms 

10 W i 1 с к е η, UPZ II p. 10 asserts that this title should be completed by 
the word προσόδων with reference to Petr. III 26 (v. 14—15). 

11 Cf. UPZ Nr 153 (v. 12—13) & προσεβάλοντο Si Όνομάρχου πράκτορος 
τών βασιλικών (δραχμάς) έβδομήκοντα. see also (v. 24— 25); UPZ Nr 154 
(v. 1 1 - 1 2 ) and UPZ Nr 155 (v. 1 2 - 1 3 ) cf. W i l c k e n I.e. II, 1, p. 6 - 8 . 

'2 Cf. M i 11 e i s, Grundz. p. 66 f.; V i t e 11 i, PSI IV p. 108; P. M. M e y e r , 
Z. f. vgl. Rechtsw. X X X I X p. 261; Sav. Z. XLIV p. 398, 401 n. 3 and passim·, 
X L I X p. 364 n. 2; LI p. 89; P r i n g s h e i m , Studi Ferrini IV (1949) p. 335. 

13 The Greek Laiv of Sale, p. 33. I think that we have here a case ana-
logous with the πράκτωρ ξενικών who sometimes is called πράκτωρ ξενικός as 
well as in Ent. II 74 (v. 17) (221 B.C.) and Rein. 7 (v. 35) (141 B.C.). 

14 Cf. W e s t e r m a n n, A Lease from the Estate of Apollonios, p. 15 f;. P. M. 
M e y e r , Sav. Z. L. p. 527 f.; W i 1 с к е n, Arch. f. Pap. I X p. 67 f.; W e s t e r-
m a n n, Col. Zen. I p. 132—144; T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I p. 231 п. 7 and 
passim. 
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of the contracts, Zenon decided to institute a complaint against 
one of the lessees, Theopompos. Accordingly Zenon had one of his 
clerks make a copy of the lease and an estimate of the rent and 
other debts owed to Apollonios, having first deducted the amounts 
paid by the lessees. Another clerk then took dictation as to the 
method of formulating the petition in the case, as it was to be 
presented in court against the defendant. In Zenon directions 
to this clerk the formal claim was to be handed in to the office 
of the πράκτωρ των ιδιωτικών15. Hibeh 34 = M. Chr. 34 (243 
B.C.)16, which is strongly connected with Hibeh 73, the events 
are as follow : Callidromus, a Cyrenean settler had obtained un-
lawful possession of a donkey belonging to a certain Dorion and 
Antigonus, probably a phylacites, has been directed by Dorion 
the epistates to compel Callidromus either to restore the animal 
to its owner or to pay its value Antigonus accordingly arrested 
Callidromus and lodged him in a prison at the village of Sinaru. 
Patron, the archiphylacites, then intervened and not only released 
Callidromus from prison but himself took possession of the donkey. 
Antigonus applies to the king that Patron the archiphylacites 
may be compelled by the πράκτωρ των ιδιωτικών to repay the 
triple value of the ass17, because he had unlawfully released a man 
from prison, thus frustrating the execution on his person18. 

15 Cf. P. Col. Zen. 54 Col. I l l (v. 47) Κράτωνι ύπηρέτηι Διογένους πράκ-
τορος των ιδιωτικών, προς πυ(ρόν) άρ(τάβας)χ9S (ήμισυ) (τρίτον) (δωδέκατον). 
προσθεΤναι δει την ήμιολίαν κατά την συγγραφήν καΐ τήν τιμήν παντός ύποθεΐναι 
κατά τό διάγραμμα τό περί των σιτικών έκκείμενον. (ν. 53) δει πρ[ά]κτορι πα-
ραδε[ΐξα]ι τ[ήν] τ[ιμή]ν [πα]ντός κατά τήν σ[υγγ]ραφ[ήν. προσθεΐνα]ι τ[ή]ν 
[π]ρ[ά]ξιν ε]ιναι πρός βασιλικά, see W e s t e r m a n n I.e. p. 140 п. 47. A 
πράκτωρ named Kraton has appeared in Cair.-Zen III 59367 (v. 9, 15, 21) 
dated in 240 B.C. It is probably the same Kraton as in our papyrus. 

16 Cf. G r e n f e l l - H u n t I.e. p. 176; to the literature quoted by M. Chr. 
34 may be added: J ö r s, Sav. Z. X L p. 44 n. 1; Ρ r i n g s h e i m, Sav. Z. XLIV 
p. 499; T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I p. 337 п. 72, 338 п. 76, 425 п. 20. 

17 Cf. P. Hib. 34 (ν. 7) προστάξαι γρ]άψαι Ξενοκράτηι τώι πράκτορι τών 
ιδιωτικών έπειδή Πάτρων παρά διαγρά[μματα έξήγαγε τό]ν άνθρωπον έκ του 
δεσμωτηρίου ίνά μή ή πράξις [[συντελεσθηι γενηθήι έκ του σώματος]] πράξαι 
α[ύτόν ]νϋν άποδοϋναι ίνα μή ]..[ ]τουτο το άργύριον τ[ρ]ι[π]λοϋν κατά τό 
διάγραμμα. 

18 As to the character of this delict cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Strafrecht, p. 
2 3 - 2 4 . 
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In Mich. Zen. Nr 7119 (reign of Ptolemy III) Attalos was clai-
ming a sum of 43 drachmas from Apollonia, whom Apollonios, 
probably a relative and possibly her legal guardian, had under-
taken to produce in court, becoming responsible for the debt if he 
failed to do so. The πράκτωρ των ιδιωτικών Ptolemaios had 
been ordered by Sarambos, the authority concerned, to exact 
the money from Apollonios if he did not produce the woman wit-
hin ten days; but through the term had expired, he had done not-
hing. Attalos therefore asks the king that an order be sent to Se-
rambos to exact from the praetor, in accordance with the edict 
about such cases, a penalty of three times the amount of the debt.20 

In all these three documents the parties are Greeks and the πρά-
κτορες των ιδιωτικών appear as executive officials for private 
claims. 

The still unpublished Lond. Inv. 2308 (241 B.C.)21 mentions 
a Φίλιππος πράκτωρ, and the editor completes the gap by the term 
(ξενικών). With all certainty, however, is the πράκτωρ ξενικών for 
the first time to be found in Enteuxeis II Nr 74 (221 B.C.)22 . The 
parties in this complaint which is addressed to the king are X the 
son of Antigenes and Peithias and dwell in the same village. The 
πράκτωρ ξενικών has to exact an amount of money as com-
pensation for injury sustained by the plaintiff (το τίμημα της 
ύβρεως) on condition that he makes good his claim before the έπισ-
τάτης, the strategos delegate. In the papyri of the second century 
there is evidence that the πράκτωρ ξενικών was the executive of-
ficial of the court of the chrematistae. 

These documents chronologically regarded — show that in the 
first half of the III cent. — the executive official was a πράκτωρ 
without nearer denomination. The functions of this πράκτωρ were 

19 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I p. 337 n. 72, 338 n. 76, 425 n. 20. 
20 Cf. (v. 1) αδικούμαι ύπο Πτολεμαίο[υ μεί]ους του Πτολεμαίου πράκτορος ιδιω-

τικών. (ν. 7) προστάξαι Άφθονήτο[ι τώι] στρατηγώι γράψαι Σηράμβωι αν ήι 
άληθή είσπράξαντα ΠτολεμαΤον τριπλήν τήν πράξιν κατά τό διάγραμμα I— ρκθ 
άποδοϋναί μοι. 

21 Cf. W. Ρ e г e m a n s et Ε. V a n't D a с к, Prosopographia Ptolemaica, p. 
158, Nr 1743 with reference to an information by M r . С. S к e a t. 

22 Cf. (v. 1 — 3) Ά]ντιγένους, Πέρσης τη[ς έ]π[ιγ[ον]ής] κάτοικων έν Βερενικίδι 
τη ι πρός τώι [Θεσμοφόρωι, -της Πολέμωνος μ3ρίδος]. 'Αδικούμαι ύπ6 Πειθίου κα-
τοικών την [αύτήν κώμην] (ν. 17). γράψας τώι ξενικώι πράκτορι πράξαι κτλ see 
T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 330 n. 35, 332 n. 43, 44, 46, 51. 
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about the middle of the III cent, taken over by three πράκτορες 
called βασλικών, ιδιωτικών and ξενικών. 

The appearance of the three πράκτορες coincides with the time 
in which the court of the chrematistae was constituted. Pseudo-
Aristeas informs that as the king Philadelphos oonstitued not only 
this court but also its ύπηρέται23, it is probable that the πράκτο-
ρες should belong to this group of officials. The question arises 
where from they receive their different denominations and what 
were their mutual relations. 

The term το βασιλικό ν means in the Ptolemaic period the fis-
cus24. We must therefore understand by this term fiscal cases. 
From hence the πράκτωρ τών βασιλικών, as it results from τά 
βασιλικά is to be considered as the executive official in such ca-
ses25. 

On the contrary the πράκτωρ ξενικών and πράκτωρ τών ιδιω-
τικών were executive organs in private cases. We have now 
fo fix the limits of their competence. 

It is known to day that the term ξένοι was applied in Egypt 
to persons who were outside of their ιδία26. This is clearly shown 
by Ent. II 8321, where the Egyptian woman named Thamunis 
an inhabitant of Heracleopolis applies to the king with the com-
plaint that as a foreigner (ξένη) in the village of Oxyryncha, she 
was — while bading — beaten and her belongings stolen by another 
Egyptian woman named Thothortais, an inhabitant of the vil-
lage Oxyryncha of the Arsinoites district28. Strabo writing his 
history of the Ptolemaic Egypt calls ξένοι the pilgrims coming 
to Arsinoe from neighbouring places to worship a crocodile tamed 

23 Cf. Pseudo-Aristeas ad Philocratem 111. Πρό πολλοδ δέ ποιούμε\ος καΐ 
χρηματιστάς καΐ τούς τούτων ύπηρέτας έπέταξε κατά νόμους κτλ. 

24 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 43. 
25 Cf. Ρ г e i s i g к e, Wörterbuch s. ν. βασιλικός ; T a u b e n s c h l a g , 

Law II, p. 8—9: βασιλική γη = the state land; βασιλικαί τράτιεζαι = the 
state banks. 

26 Cf. G r a e c a H a l e n s i s , Dikaiomata p. 96; W i 1 с к e n, Grundz. p . 
26; P. M M e y e r , Sav. Z. X L V I , p. 315; B e r n e k e r , Die Sondergerichts-
barkeit im griechischen Recht Aegyptens, p. 159; T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law II 
p. 23. 

27 Cf. P. LUle II 42 = M. Chr. 8 (218 B.C.); to the literature quoted there 
may be added T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 336 n. 6, 8 and passim. 

28 Cf. (v. 4) καταγνουσά μου οτι ξένη είμ[ί,] κτλ. 
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by the priests29. He means by this term persons who temporarily 
found themselves outside their ιδία. On the other side the term 
ίδιώται would — as E d g a r supposes30 — refer to residents, that 
is persons biding in the place of their ιδία31. Should this be right, 
we could presume that originally the πράκτωρ ξενικών was an 
executive organ for persons being outside the place of their ιδία 
and his name has derive from his function. The πράκτωρ των 
ιδιωτικών — on the contrary — would act as an executive of-
ficer in respect to the properties of ίδιώται, the residents or persons 
dwelling in the place of their ιδία. 

Towards the end of the III century B.C. and later neither the 
πράκτωρ τών βασιλικών nor the πράκτωρ τών ιδιωτικών are 
mentioned in executional documents.32 It is an indication that 
both the officials have ceased to exist and the πράκτωρ ξενικών 
has taken over their functions. 

The term ξενικών πράκτωρ dating from the middle of the 
III cent, lost in the course of time its original meaning, because 
this was — with the exclusion of other ones — the unique executive 
organ, also for residents. We see — it is true — from time to time 
in our sources an executive organ called πράκτωρ without any 
special designation33 but we can explain this by the assumption 
that the official terminology was not always strictly applied34. 

29 Cf. Strabo, Geographica 17 p. 811 § 38 τρέφεται (sc. the crocodile) δέ 
σιτίοις, και κρέασι, και οϊνω προσφερόντων άεί τών ξένων, τών επί τήν θέαν 
άφίκνουμένων. 

30 Cf. Mich. Zen. p. 150 ad ν. 1 with reference to W e s t e r m a n n , A Lease 
from the Estate of Apollonios, p. 16. 

31 P. M. M e y e r , Sav. Z. X L V I p. 315 seems to join this opinion; other-
wise P r i n g s h e i m , Sav. Z. X L V I p. 498 f., who refers it to soldiers. Aris-
tophanes, Ranae (ed. D i n d o r f ) 449—459 is of no use for us; he says: that 
the sun shines alike περί τούς ξένου; και τούς ίδιώτας, that means to his 
countrymen and to foreigners. See also L i d e l l - S c o t t , Greek-English Lexicon 
s. v. ιδιώτης IV. But we must confess that this hypothesis is opposed by Col. 
Zen. 54 where the πράκτωρ Ιδιωτικών has to carry out execution upon the 
property of the epigoni who must be considered as ξένοι. So P r i n g s h e i m 1. c. 
p. 499, 514; P. M. M e y e r , Sav. Z. X L V I , p. 315. 

32 See Tab. I. 
33 Cf. P. Princ. II 16 (v. 10, 20) (158 B.C.) and the ed. p. 4; W e s s e l y , 

Studien zur Palaeographie I, p. 1 — 2 (v. 6) (II cent. B.C.); B.G.U. 1132 (v. 8) 
( 1 7 - 1 6 B.C.). 

34 Cf. Col. Zen. 54 (v. 47 f.) (250 B.C.) mentions Διογένους πράκτορος τών 
Ιδιωτικών, and (ν. 53) says only δεϊ πρ[ά]κτορι; P. Tor. 13=Af . Chr. 299 (v. 1, 15) 
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In the later Ptolemaic and Roman periods we find numerous 
documents in which the πράκτωρ ξενικών is mentioned35. 
In so far as the Roman period is concerned, it has to be pointed 
out that after the annexation of Egypt by Augustus, the Romans 
had introduced into Egypt their own civil procedure, the e x t r a -
o r d i n a r i a c o g n i t i o 3 6 . This procedure had its own judicial 
and executive organs, both differring from the former ones37. 
The ancient execution organs were not suppressed however, but were 
employed by the Romans for the slightly modified execution of 
executional documents38. Whilst in the Ptolemaic era, the creditor 
provided with an executional document should have applied for 
execution directly to the πράκτωρ ξενικών39, in the Roman 
period the creditor had to apply to judicial authorities such as 
the prefect or the chrematists and archidicastes who decided upon 
the executional proceedings and employed the πράκτωρ ξενικών, 
as executional officer only4 0 . These proceedings ceased to 
exist by the end of the III cent. A.D. Since that time the execution 
of executional documents was performed by means of a libellus 
presented by the creditor to the competent authorities (prefect)41 

and since that time the chrematists and the πράκτωρ ξενικών42 

does not appear anymore in the papyri. During both periods the 
competence of the πράκτωρ ξενικών officiating either singly or 
collegially43 was restricted to a certain territory (νομός) or a 

(147 B.C.) mentions ξενικών πράκτωρ and (v. 24) πράκτορι; P. Lip?. 120 = M . 
Chr. 230 (v. 1) (ca 89 A. D.) Έ ξ συνκολλησίμου ξενικών πρ(ακτορείας) and in 
(v. 13) ό πρά(κτωρ). 

35 See Tab. I. 

3 6 Cf. J Ö r s, Sav. Z. X L , p. 85. 
3 7 Cf. J ö r s, Sav. Z. X L , p. 45 n. 2, 46 n. 1; P. M e y e r, Z. f. vgl. Rechtsw. 

X X X I X , p. 281. 
3 8 a . J ö r s, Sav. Z. X L , p. 85 ff. 
39 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 406. 
4 0 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 408. 
41 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 410. 
4 2 The last executional document in which the chrematists are found is P. 

Giss. I 34 = M. Chr. 75 (265 — 6 A.D.) and the last in which ξενικ ]πρακ-
τορικά are mentioned is PSI X I I 1238 (v. 11 f.) (244 A.D.) . 

4 3 Cf. P. Rein. 19 = M. Chr. 27 (v. 17) (108 B.C.); S. B. 6663 (v. 31) ( 6 - 5 
B. C.) see K a m p s t r a , Sav. Z. X L I I I , p. 556 ff . ; P. Flor. 55 (v. 24) ( 8 8 - 9 6 
A. D.) cf. J ö r s, Sav. Z. X X X V I , p. 308. 
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town like Hermopolis or Memphis4 4 . On principle the πράκτωρ 
ξενικών of the debtor's domicile45 was entitled to carry out 
execution. 

II 

W e have now to deal with the legal basis of the competence 
of the πράκτωρ ξενικών. The first question that arises is: Was 
there in Ptolemaic times a law regulating the execution in civil 
cases and — if so — what was its contents. 

It is sufficiently known, that the Ptolemies exercised their control 
upon legal matters either through διαγράμματα or through νόμοι 
or else b y προστάγματα46. Thus the executional proceedings were 
regulated b y προστάγματα. Our sources mention namely the royal 
προστάγματα in the following stages of executive proceedings: 

1. Ένεχυρασία : it is the taking over b y the government of the 
debtors property designated by παράδειξις47. The ένεχυρασία 
was already known in the Ptolemaic period48 but the πρόσταγμα 
regulating it is mentioned no sooner than in the Roman period4 9 . 

4 4 See Tab. II. 
4 5 In S. Β. 7817 (201 A. D.) the creditor is living in Alexandria and the debtor 

in Oxyrynchus and the πράκτωρ ξενικών from Oxyrynchus has to carry out 
execution; (v. 17 — 19) συνεκρείναμεν γραφήναι καΐ πεμφθήναι, της έντ[εύξεω]ς 
άντίγρα(φον) τοις του Όξυρυγχείτου στρατηγώ καΐ ξενικών πρ[άκτορι] κτλ. 

4 6 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 408. On the survival of the Ptolemaic 
προστάγματα in the Roman period cf.; T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 10; 
L e n g e r, Revue intern, des droits de l'antiquité II (1949) p. 69 — 81; T a u b e n -
s c h l a g , Journal of Jur.Pap. IV (1950) p. 349; A m e l o t t i - B i n g e n - L e n -
g e r , Chronique d'Egypte Nr 50 (1940) p. 317 ff. 

4 7 Cf. T a u b e n s c h l a g , La\o I, p. 401 f,. for the Roman period see ibidem 
p. 409 n. 15. 

« Cf. P. Hib. 32 = M. Chr. 37 (ν. 21) ( 2 4 7 - 2 4 5 B.C.); Tebt. 814 (v. 3 6 -
44) ( 2 3 9 - 2 2 7 B.C.) and the commentary p. 271; B.G.U. 1826 (v. 48) ( 5 2 -
51 B.C.) 

4 9 Cf. P. M e y e r , Jur. Pap. Nr 48 (v. 3 9 - 4 8 ) (133 A. D.); βούλομαι συγ-
κρειναι γραφήναι [τώι] της Πολέμωνος μ[ερ]ίδος του Άρσινοείτου στρατηγώ καΐ 
[τ]ώι του νομού ξεν[ι]κών πράκτορι συντελεΐν μοι την [πράξ]ιν τών του πυρ[οΰ 
ά]ρταβών εϊκοσι ! ξ ζκ τε της ύπηλ[λαγμ]ένης προς το δά[νειο]ν δια του τών 

ένκτήσεων βιβλιοφυ[λακείο]υ έν rjj Τεπτύ[νει μέ]ρους διμοίρου οικίας εις 
ένεχυρασίαν επί τών τόπων [ύπα[ρχ]όν]των καί έτέρ[ω]ν άπαραποδίστως τοις προ-
στεταγμένο(ις) [ά]κ[ολού]θως, κτλ- B.G.U. 1038 = Μ. Chr. 240 (ν. 18) (Antoninus 
Pius era); Oxy. 712 (v. 18) (late II cent. A. D.) see J ö r s, Sav. Z. X X X V I , 
p. 334 n. 4; Aberd. 19 (v. 2) ( I I / I I I cent. A.D.) ; S.B. 7817 (v. 63 f ) (201 A.D.). 
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2. The same holds good for the έμβαδεία, the intromission into 
the possession of a real estate, carried out by έκχώρησις of the 
debtor and έμβφάσοα of the creditor50. 

3. Finally the καταγραφή i.e. the transfer of the property by 
a public deed occurs in the Ptolemaic period51 but the πρόσταγμα 
regulating it is to be found again in the Roman time52. 

A series of προστάγματα controlled — as we see — the ένεχυ-
ρασία, έμβαδεία and καταγραφή. We must suppose that also the 
other stages of the execution: the παράδειξις and the προσβολή 
were also regulated in the same way. It is noteworthy that in 
these four stages i.e. the παράδειξις, the ένεχυρασία, the προσβολή 
and the καταγραφή — the πράκτωρ ξενικών plays an active 
role53. I think it would not be too hazardous to assert that the 

50 Cf. Beri. Leihg. 10 (v. 15) (120 A.D.) συνεκρίναμεν γ ραφή ναι στρα-
τηγώι, δπ[ω]ς προδιαστε[ι]λάμενο«ι»ς τοις ου σι έν τοις καταγεγραμμένοι? ύπάρχ-
ουσι έκχωρεΐν [έκ τούτων έν ή]μέραις δέκα μετά ταύτα[ς] ποιήται τα τή[ς] έμβ-
[α]δείας, δν τρόπον καθήκει τοις προστεταγμένοις [ακολούθως] ; B.G.U. 1573 
(ν. 18 f., 28 f.) ( 1 4 1 - 2 A.D.); PSI XII 1237 (v. 26) (162 A.D.) ; Flor. 56 = 
= M. Chr. 241 = P. M e y e r , Jur. Pap. Nr 49 (v. 10, 17) ( 2 3 3 - 4 A.D.). See also 
T a u b e n s c h l a g , Law I, p. 410. 

51 Cf. Comment, ad Tebt. 814 p. 272; T a u b e n s c h l a g , Journal of Jur. 
Pap. IV, p. 349. 

52 Cf. Beri. Leihg. 10 (v. 17) (120 A. D.) καταγέγραμμαι κ]ατά τά πρ[οστε" 
τα]γμένα; S. Β. 6951 (ν. 46) (Antoninus Pius era); Flor. 56 = M. Chr. 241 = Ρ· 
M e y e r , Jur. Pap. Nr 49, cf. В. L. II, 2 p. 58 (v. 11) (233 — 4 A. D.); Comment-
ad Tebt. 814 p. 272. 

53 On παράδειξις: Tebt. 814 (v. 3 7 - 4 0 ) ( 2 3 9 - 227) παρέδειξεν Θερώυς Νεχθα-
θύμιος [Ά]ρσινοϊτις μετά κυρίου Ήρακλείδου του [Ά]πολλωνίου Π[έρ]σου των 
έπέργων Βοίσκωι [ύ]πηρέτηι, 'Αλεξάνδρου πράκτορος, see the ed. p. 271. On 
ένεχυασία: Tebt. 814 (v. 3 6 - 4 4 ) p. 271; B. G. U. 1826 (v. 46) ( 5 2 - 5 1 B.C.) ] τώ 
των] ξενικών πράκτωρι, 'ίν[α ] ένεχυρασίαν των οίκι[ών... τήν Ζκπραξιν] 
των απατημένων ποιήσ[η . . . ; Flor. 55 (ν. 26) (88 — 96 Α. D.) see J ö r s, Sav. Ζ. 
X X X V I , p. 308; P. M e y e r , Jur. Pap. Nr 48 (v. 13 ff.) (133 A. D.); Β. G. U. 
1038 = M. Chr. 240 (v. 13— 18) (Antoninus Pius era); S. В. 7817 (v. 6 0 - 66) 
(201 A.D.); Aberd. 19 (ν. 1 9 - 2 1 ) (II/III cent. A.D.); Jand. 154 (v. 1 - 3 ) (224 
A.D.). On προσβολή: Tebt. 814 (v. 1 f.) (239-227 B.C.); Flor. 55 (v. 26) ( 8 8 - 9 6 
A. D.) καταγέ]γραμμαι δια του έν [Έρμου πόλει άγορανομίου έξ] ένεχυρασίας καί 
προσβολής των [έν Έρμου πόλει ξενικών πρακτόρων, see J ο r s, Sav. Ζ. X X X V I , 
p. 308. On καταγραφή : Lond. Inv. 1897 (v. 7 - 9 ) (178 A.D.) κατεγράφη έξ ένε-
χυρασίας καί προσβολής 'Αμμωνίου του καί Ήρακλείδου καί έτέρου 'Αμμωνίου δη-
μοσιωνών ξενικής πρακτορίας κτλ, cf. Η. I. B e l l , Arch. f. Pap. VI, p. 106; 
Oxy. 712 (ν. 1 - 5 ) (end II cent. A.D.). 



TAB. I 

πράκτωρ ων βασιλικών πράκτωρ τών ιδιωτικών πράκτωρ ξενικών πρακτορεία ξενική 

U.P.Z. Nr 153(255 B.C.) 
U.P.Z. Nr 154 (254 B.C.) 
U.P.Z. Nr 155 (254 B.C.) 

P.S.I. IV 389 (243/2 B.C.) 
Col. Zen. 54 (250 B.C.) 
Hib. 34 (243/2 B.C.) 

Mich.Zen.71(246 221 B.C.) 
Lond. inv. 2308 ? (241 B.C.) 

Tebt. 814(239/227 B.C.), cf. III, 
1 p. 271. 

F.nt. II Nr 74 (221 B.C.) 
Col. Inv. 480 (198/7 B.C.) 
Princ. II, 16 (158 B.C.) cf. II p. 4 
Tor. 13 = M. Chr. 29 (147 B.C.) 
Rein. 7 M. Chr. 16 (141 B.C.) 
Tebt. I, 5 (v. 221 — 250) = M. 

Chr. 36 (118 B.C.) 
Tebt. 707 (118 B.C.) 
Rein. 18 - 19 = M. Chr. 26 -

— 27 (108 B.C.) 
Tebt. 165 (105 B,C,) 
B.G.U. 1826 (52/1 B.C.) 
B.G.U. 1827 (52/1 B.C.) 
S.B. 6663 (6/5 A.D.) 
Oxy. 286 (82 A.D.) 
Oxy. 1203 + Griech. Pap. ed. 

Möller Nr inv. 11808 = S.B 
7339 (I cent. A.D.) 

Flor. 55 (88/96 A.D.) cf. J о г s 
Sav. Z. X X X V I , 308. 

Fam. Tebt. 29 (133 A.D.) 
M e y e r , Jur. Pap. Nr 48 (133 

A.D.) 

Ryl. 115 (156 A.D.) 
B.G.U. 1038 = M. Chr. 240 (Ant. 

Pius era) 
P.S.I. X , 1105 (173 A.D.) 
B.G.U. 970 = M. Chr. 242 (177 

A.D.) 

Aberd. 19 (II/III cent. A.D.) 
S.B. 7817 (201 A.D.) 
Jand. 145 (224 A.D.) 
P.S.I. XII, 1238? (244 A.D.) 

TAB. II 

Beri. Leihg. 10 (120 A.D.) 

B.G.U. 1573(141/2 A.D.) 

Lond. inv. 1897 (178 A.D.) 
Oxy. 825 (II cent. A.D.) 
Oxy. 712 = M. Chr. 231. (II 

cent. A.D.) 
Lips. 120 = M. Chr. 230 (II 

cent. A.D.) 

S.B. 7817 (201 A.D.) 

Tor. 13 (ν. 1) = Μ. Chr. 29 (147 B.C.) - Τώι έν Μέμφει ξενικών πράκτορι -
Tebt. 165 (105 Β. C.) — τώι έν τώι Άρσινο[εί]τηι ξενικών π[ρά]κτορι — 
Oxy. 286 (ν. 15) (82 A.D.)— τω του Όξυρυγχείτου ξενικών πράκτορι — 
Flor. 55 (ν. 26) (88 — 96 Α. D.) — τών έν Έρμου πόλει ξενικών πρακτόρων — (cf. .1 ij r s, Sav. Ζ. X X X V I , 308) — 
Beri. Leihg. 10 (v. 18) (120 A.D.)—τών, της [ξενικής] πρακτορίας δημοσιωνών του 'Αιρσινοείτου νομού — 
Fam. Tebt. 29 (v. 40 f ) (133 A.D. )— του Άρσινοείτου στρατηγώ και τ]ώι του νομοΰ ξεν[ι]κών πράκτορι — 
M e y e r , Jur. Pap. Nr 48 (v. 15) (133 A.D.) — του Άροσινο[είτου - νομοΰ ξενικών πράκτορι — 
Β. G. U. 1573 (ν. 7) (141 — 2 Α. D.) — έπιτηρηταΐ ξε(νικών) πρα(κτορείας) Άρσινοείτου νομοΰ — 
Ryl. 115 (ν. 16) (156 A.D. ) — τοις τοΰ Έρμοπολ[είτ]ου στρατηγώ[ι καΐ ξενικών πράκτορι] — 
Β. G. U. 1038 (ν. 15) = Μ. Chr. 240 (Ant. Pius era) — τοΰ 'Αρσ(ινοίτου) — [νομοΰ ξενικών πράκ]τορι — 
Oxy. 712 (ν. 1) (II cent. Α. D.) — έπιτη(ρηταί) ξενικ(ών) πρακτ(ορείας) Άθρε[ι(βίτου)] — 
Aberd. 19 (ν. 10) (ΙΙΙ/ΙΙ cent. Α. D.) — τοΰ 'Αρσι(νοίτου) στρατηγώ καΐ τώι τοΰ αύ[τόϋ νομού ξενικών πράκτορι] — 
S. Β. 7817 (ν. 1) (201 Α. D.) — Σαραπίωνι έπιτηρητή ξενικής πρακτορείας Όξυρυγχ(είτου) — 
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same προστάγματα which dealt with the executional proceedings, 
defined also the competence of the ξενικών πράκτωρ. 

Besides the above mentioned προστάγματα there existed also 
προστάγματα restraining the executive powers of the πράκτωρ 
ξενικών both real and personal. Α πρόσταγμα issued by king 
Euergetes exempted from personal execution royal farmers and 
υποτελείς and others whom the previously issued forbid to be 
brought up for accusation54 . A decree of Euergetes II seems to 
prohibit the pledging of valuable objects belonging to the tem-
ples5 5 ; another decree of Euergetes I I exempted agricultural and 
industrial implements56 . Whether these προστάγματα were still 
in force in the Roman period — we are not able to establish. 

[Lublin University] Stanislaiv Płodzień 

54 Cf. Tebt. 5 = M. Chr. 36 (v. 221-230) (118 B.C.). 
55 Cf. Tebt. 699 (v. 13) (153 -143 B.C.). 
56 Cf. Tebt. 5 = M. Chr. 36 (v. 231-247) (118 B.C.). 


