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This excellent Greek a n d R o m a n ep ig raphy which t o a grea t 
e x t e n t concerns t h e papyro logy , is for t h e papyrologis t s of consi-
derable impor t ance . I t will be suf f ic ien t to po in t to t h e sect ion 
concerning ci t izenship (108 — 1 1 6 ) i n which t h e a u t h o r discusses 
all p r i n t e d m a t t e r on t h e sub jec t of t h e Constitutio Antoniniana 
a n d expresses t h e r e b y his opinion. T h e l i t e r a tu re concerning t h e 
h ighly controvers ia l a n d still unse t t l ed ques t ion of double ci t izenship 
is also rev iewed; cf. f u r t h e r a b o u t D u r a , p . 13; a b o u t Michigan 
p a p . Y I , p . 26; a b o u t t h e inscr ip t ions f r o m E g y p t , p . 29; Russ ian 
ep ig raphy , p . 30; e tc . e tc . 

E d u a r d o Y o l t e r r a , Storia del diritto romano e storia dei 
diritti orientali ( E s t r a t t o dal la R iv i s t a i t a l i ana pe r le scienze 
giur idiche) . 

I n th i s lec ture t h e a u t h o r seeks t o give a s u m m a r y accoun t of 
t h e a c t u a l s t a t e of our discipline a n d i ts i m p o r t a n c e in t h e f ie lds 
of h i s to ry a n d law. T h e a u t h o r advoca te s t h e necess i ty for a more 
p r o f o u n d knowledge of t h e R o m a n l aw a n d of t h e laws of t h e peoples 
who h a d l ived wi th in t h e conf ines of t h e I m p e r i u m R o m a n u m . 
H e endeavou r s t o s tress t h e pers is tence of t h e local laws a long 
w i t h t h e app l ica t ion of t h e R o m a n law in t h e provinces be fore and 
a f t e r t h e cons t i tu t ion of Caracal la issued in t h e y e a r 212 (p. 181). 

U . Ε . Ρ a o 1 i, Diritto attico e diritto greco (Scr i t t i Fer r in i , P a v i a , 
571 —-593). 
n o t seen. 

F . P r i n g s h e i m , Ausbreitung und Einfluss des griechischen 
Rechts (S. В . A k a d . He id . , 1952, n r 1). 

T h e a u t h o r deals w i t h t h e pecular i t ies of t h e t e x t s f r o m E g y p t 
wh ich m a y serve as t h e source and basis for t h e s t u d y of t h e Greek 
laws. H e discusses also t h e i m p o r t a n c e of t h e ma te r i a l s discovered 
i n o the r excava t ions like D u r a or A v r o m a n . H e shows t h e rôle 
wh ich t h e Greek f o r m s p l ayed in th i s process. 

P O L I T I C A L L A W 

H e n r i k Z i l l i a c u s , Selbstgefühl und Servilität, Studien zum 
unregelmässigen Numerusgebrauch im Griechischen (Societas Scien-
t i a r u m Fenn ica , Commenta t iones H u m a n a r u m L i t t e r a r u m , X V I I I , 
[3, 1953]) . 
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T h e a u t h o r p roves t h a t t h e so called Pluralis maiestatis a n d 
Pluralis reverentiae m u s t n o t be considered as a resu l t of pol i t ica l 
and social evolu t ion . T h e earl iest ins tances of t h e Pluralis maiesta-
tis in t h e e x a c t sense of th i s word are f o u n d i n t h e le t te rs of Helle-
nis t ic k ings . This l e t t e r -p lura l t h e use of which was cons t an t ly inr 
creasing since t h e beg inn ing of t h e Hel lenism ti l l t h e days of By-
zan t in i sm, bears no m a r k of despo t i sm or self -es teem. As for t h e 
Pluralis maiestatis of t h e E a s t - R o m a n emperors , i t was n o t a Helle-
nist ic legacy b u t a r e s t i t u t ion of t h e R o m a n prac t i se . 

T h e Pluralis reverentiae occurs m u c h l a t e r t h a n t h e Pluralis 
maiestatis. T h e Pluralis maiestatis of Hel lenis t ic k ings h a d n o t 
g iven rise to t h e cor responding Pluralis reverentiae. W e f i n d t h e 
f i r s t m e n t i o n of t h e l a t t e r in t h e 4 - th c e n t u r y A .D . in t h e correspon-
dence of t h e R o m a n imper ia l chance ry . Y e t m u c h ear l ier a sor t 
of Pluralis reverentiae c r ep t i n to t h e Greek le t te r s ty le . Beg inn ing 
w i t h t h e 4 - t h c e n t u r y i t expresses a more a n d more sincere reve-
rence . T h e connec t ion of t h e Pluralis reverentiae w i t h t h e social a n d 
religious re la t ions is c lear ly obvious . T h e h ighes t pe rcen tage of t h e 
use of Pluralis reverentiae occurs in t h e p r i v a t e l e t t e r s f r o m E g y p t , 
w r i t t e n i n t h e vu lga r Greek l anguage . 

K a t h l e e n C h r i m e s A t k i n s o n , Some Observations on 
Ptolemaic Rank and Titles (Aegyptus X X X I I , I , 204 ff.) . 
Fo r a b o u t f i f t y years i t has b e e n a n es tabl ished opinion t h a t 

t h e e labora te h i e ra rchy of r a n k s in P to l ema ic E g y p t f i r s t t ook 
place du r ing t h e re ign of P t o l e m y V E p i p h a n e s (205—181 B.C.). 
T h e t h e o r y t h e n advanced a n d never y e t seriously chal lenged t e n d s 
t o show t h a t th i s innova t ion is d u e t o t h e Syr iac pr incess Cleo-
p a t r a w h o m E p i p h a n e s m a r r i e d in 193 B.C. More recen t ly i t has 
been suggested, t h a t t h e whole h i e r a r chy was in t roduced b y t h e 
k ing ' s min is te r Po lyc ra t e s of Argos who governed Cyprus f r o m 
a b o u t 202 t o 198 B.C. T h e a u t h o r examines th i s t heo ry , ci t ing 
evidence and posing ques t ions which m a y lead t o a wider dis-
cussion. ' 

C l a i r e P r é a u x , Une source nouvelle sur V annexion de Γ Arabie 
par Trajan: les papyrus de Michigan 465 et 466 ( E x t r a i t des 
Mélanges J o s e p h H o m b e r t , Pho ibos , t o m e Y, 1950—1951). 
T h e au tho r concerns himself w i th t h e l e t t e r s w r i t t e n b y a legio-

n a r y f r o m E g y p t t o his f a m i l y l iv ing in t h e vil lage of Karan i s , i n 
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