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cisively traditional. Several activities of economic or fiscal nature 
which were related to the general management of the country, 
such as a large number of monopolies in particular, permit us to 
state that those forms and functions could prevail nowhere else 
but in Egypt. With certain reservation the same may be stated 
in regard to the mode in which the population reacted to govern-
mental policies. 

As to the Roman Egypt neither the social structure nor the gene-
ral principles of the administration offer anything new and original, 
excepting the statute granted in this epoch to the metropolies. 

Α. Ρ i g a η i о 1, Le Statut Augustéen de VEgypte et sa destruction 
(193—202). 
In his study the author endeavours to prove that the founda-

tion of Egyptian system was not based upon one but upon seve-
ral acts enacted in various periods of history. The essential cha-
racteristic of the Augustan rule seems to be the following: 

In Egypt the system of municipalities had never been put into 
practice; no magistrate would come there and no Egyptian could 
hold this office. 

The contacts of the Roman society with that of Alexandria 
were almost non-existent. Egypt was treated as a possession, sub-
ject to exploitation and the revenues derived from it could only 
reach the Roman citizen after its passage through the royal trea-
sury. The purely Egyptian elements are to be found in the lowest 
stratum of the social structure. All other intrinsically Egyptian 
institutions of more cultured or complex character which had 
once added lustre to the political life of the Lagides had withered 
away, and their final abolition was brought about by Augustus. 

V. A r a n g i o - R u i z , Les documents du droit romain (238—247). 
In this very interesting article the author discusses the three 

well-known documents, Mich. VII 434, 442 and Ryl. I Y, 612 which 
in recent years have become subject of an animated controversy 
among the scholars. 

As to the first two documents the author is of the opinion that 
they are two specimens of the Roman Law in its purest form and 
concern the restitution of a dowry; the law established in its tra-
ditional' form of a dictio. Alike in Ryl., I Y, 612 a dictio dotis is 
mentioned. 
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The author goes on to discuss the Latin acts of sale and pur-
chase which as a rule were contracted by soldiers in various Roman 
provinces. The author endeavours to prove that they were consen-
sual contracts, of emptio-venditio type, pertaining to ius gentium, 
as it is evidenced by the well-known passage in Gaius I, 1. Con-
sequently the author suggests that by these contracts the seller 
was bound solely to the traditio of the purchased thing and not 
to its mancipatio to the buyer. 

Finally this original feature of the Roman provincial law, has 
been pointed that unlike in the law of Rome the validity of 
χεφόγραφον was there respected. 

C. H. Roberts, Literature and Society in the Papyri (264—279). 
The author endeavours to determine whether the political and 

social life had some effect upon the Egyptian literature (in its writ-
ten and oral forms), and if so, whether the literary papyri can give 
us information on the institutions and political events recorded 
in other known documents and sources. 

The jurist will find this information interesting that the can-
didates for civil service had to prove that they knew Greek and 
could write in this language with vigour, clarity and precision. 
This was also one of the reasons why the government particularly 
encouraged Greek learning. 
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