


SIX P A P Y R I FROM HAMILTON COLLEGE 

There are in the United States a number of small collections 
of papyri which have come to institutions from the Egypt Explo-
ration Fund, and in some cases, private donors. These little col-
lections have been largely ignored by papyrologists who, quite 
reasonably, have been working with the large American collections. 
Examination of the documents in these collections, however, can 
yield worthwhile results. It might be valuable to collect in one 
series the papyri in these smaller collections. I avail myself of the 
hospitality of the Journal of Juristic Papyrology to present just 
such a small collection, and hope it will stand as a first step to-
ward a general edition. 

The six papyri published here are in the library of Hamilton 
College, Clinton, New York. They came to that college in 1900 from 
The Egypt Exploration Society, and were made available to me 
for publication through the kindness of Mr. Walter P i l k i n g t o n , 
the Librarian of Hamilton College. 

Of the six, four were published only as descriptions in Oxyr-
hynchus Papyri and in Fayoum Towns. These four seemed to offer 
an opportunity for new s Lu dies of the affairs to which they pertain. 
These are published in full here, as numbers 1 through 4. The other 
two were published fully in Oxyrhynchus Papyri I, and for these, 
only corrections to the text are given here. 

I am grateful for the constant guidance of Professor C . B . W e l -
l e s of Yale. Were it not for him, these documents would not 
have reached publication. I also wish to express my thanks to 
Professor H.C.Y o u t i e of Michigan and Mr. C.H.R o b e r t s 
of Oxford for their help. 

1. R e p a y m e n t o f a n A n t i c h r e t i c L o a n 
P. Oxy. 369 8.9 X 11.7 after 81 A. D. 

This document is preserved on three fragments of ten papyrus. 
The firs% 3.7 X 11.7 cm. preserves most of the left margin, and 
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the other two, 4.9 X 9.4 cm. and 0.6 X 2.1 cm., preserve most 
of the right margin. The small fragment fits at the lower right. 
A strip down the center is missing. At the top the gap is about 
1 cm. wide, in the middle only about 0.3 cm. wide, and the piece 
missing from the bottom half of the papyrus is about 2 cm. wide. This 
represents a fold line, as the sheet seems to have been folded ver-
tically in four folds starting from the right. The fold represented by 
the gap is the third fold and would have been on the outside, and 
subject to wear. The other missing pieces are not along fold lines. 
The surface is in good condition. The hand is a neat cursive with 
few ligatures, and the ink is black and clear. 

The document records the repayment of a loan with antichretic 
provision of right of inhabitation. The creditor, one Apollonius, 
acknowledges to Sarapion son of Castor the return of 430 drachms 
which Sarapion borrowed in the 2nd year of Titus, 80 A.D. The 
money was borrowed on condition of right of inhabitation. The 
document does not specifically describe the property, but refers 
to it as των δι' αύτης δηλωθέντων τόπων. The duration of the loan 
is also described vaguely, as επί τον σημανθέντα χρόνον. 

P. Warren 9, 109 A.D., records a similar transaction. In this 
document we find a woman named Thaisarion repaying a loan 
contracted by her deceased husband, and part of the loan was 
conditioned επ' ένοακήσι. of a small house and court. 

The antichretic right of inhabitation was either a form of gua-
rantee to the creditor or merely a method of getting interest. The 
editors of the Warren Papyri, joining M i 11 e i s1, believe that 
the right of inhabitation protected the creditor. 

In terms of practical life it may well be just so. Legally, however, 
the lender has no additional rights to title to the property by virtue 
of his inhabitation. The ένοικισμός does not serve as hypothecation, 
nor does it grant to the creditor the right to take title if the loan is not 
paid. If this latter right is to be given, it appears in the loan apart 
from the right of inhabitation. Such is the case in P. Prin. 144, 
iii A.D., which grants the lender right of exaction if the loan is 
not paid back, restrains the debtor from alienating the property, 
and also gives the right of habitation in place of interest. Similarly 
P. Fouad III, 44,44 A.D., another loan granting the right of habi-

1 L . M i t t e i s , and U. W i 1 c k e n, Grundzüge und Chrestomathie der 
Papyruskunde, Leipzig, 1912, v. II (1) p. 153. 
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tation, contains the provision that the lender may take the pro-
perty without recourse to law if the loan is not repaid. P. Oxy. 1641, 
68 A.D. contains similar provisions. That this right of praxis is 
not given in every case of loan with right of inhabitation is shown 
by P. Mich. I l l , 188, 120 A.D., and 189, 123 A.D. Neither of these 
loans contains the clauses granting praxis to the lender. 

Thus, inhabitation may be granted with praxis, or without, 
and the rights of the lender to praxis are determined not by the 
ένοικισμός but by the insertion of a clause specifically granting 
praxis. 

The right of inhabitation does not serve in place of hypallagma 
or hypothec as protection for the creditor. P. Prin. 144, as has been 
mentioned, contains the provision against alienation of the property, 
and since this provision is characteristic of the hypallagma type 
of mortgage, P. Prin. 144 may be a mortgage. In this case, it is 
clear that the right of inhabitation is independent of the mortgage. 
In P. Ryl. 120, 167 A.D., there is a clear hypallagma with right 
of habitation of the property. This document is a request for a guar-
dian by a woman who wishes to mortgage a share in land and a fourth 
share in house and yard. The word ύπαλλασσούσης is used, making 
the nature of the transaction clear. She also says that the right 
of usufruct and leasing is to be granted in place of interest. While 
this does not specifically grant ένοικισμ,ός we see that the antichresis 
granted in a loan of this sort does not create a mortgage, but that 
this must be separately mentioned in the loan. 

Finally, in the case of P. Oxy. 1105, 81 — 96 A.D., a registration 
of an antichretic loan with right of inhabitation, we have, as Gren-
fell and Hunt point out, a clear case of mortgage, since the regis-
tration specifically mentions hypothec and right of inhabitation. 

So the right of inhabitation is independent of any mortgage 
and of the right of praxis; it does not replace these creditor rights 
nor does it grant them. It is then likely that the primary purpose 
of the right of inhabitation was to obtain the interest on the sum 
loaned2. The loans with right of inhabitation listed by Johnson3 

grant the right in lieu of interest. Such is the case in each of the 
loans which have been discussed here. While P. Oxy. 1641 does 
not specifically state that the inhabitation is in lieu of interest, 

2 A. M a n i g к, Gläubigerbefriedigung durch Nutzung, Berlin, 1910. Also 
see the discussion by M e y e r of P. Hamb. 9 for further bibliography. 

3 A. C. J o h n s o n , Roman Egypt, Baltimore 1936, p. 262. 

3· 
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such interest only starts if the contract is violated, and begins 
from the date of violation. Such is the case in P. Fouad III, 44, 
except that while the loan is to be repaid without interest, in case 
of violation the principal plus a stated interest is to be paid im-
mediately. In both of these documents, however, as long as the 
Gontract is filled, there is no interest, so that ένοοκισμός can be 
understood to be in place of interest. 

Since the right of inhabitation does not grant the creditor praxis-
rights or serve as a mortgage, it gives no additional legal protection. 
The fact that it is consistently used in lieu of interest shows that 
this was its essential purpose. 

The procedures followed in the registration of these antichretic 
loans and repayments are known from other documents. From 
the edict of Mettius Rufus, (P. Oxy. 237, col. viii,) we learn that 
encumbrances on property were to be entered in the διαστρώματα 
in the bibliotheke enkteseon. Registration in the agoranomeion 
(δί.ά τοϋ άγορανομείου) was also required, as P. Oxy. 1105, a regis-
tration of such a mortgage, shows. There are a number of such 
registrations dealing with mortgages with no antichresis. At Tebtunis 
and Kerkesoucha Orous anagraphe lists from the grapheion of 
those villages contain many of these loans with right of habitation, 
where they are entered under the title of contract of habitation, 
όμο?Λγία ένοικήσεως. P. Warren 9, containing the docket of the 
grapheion at Theadelphia, shows that the repayments also were 
registered. Since in our document the bottom of the sheet is lost, 
we can assume that the endorsement of registration has been carried 
away, but that it, like P. Warren 9, was registered. At Oxyrhynchus, 
the registration would have been effected at the agoranomeion, 
since the office in which documents were registered was called 
in that village the agoranomeion, while elsewhere the term grapheion 
was more favored4. The offices filled the same function in the dif-

4 For examples of registration in the agoranomeion see: P. Oxy. 241, ca. 
98 A. D.; 243, 79 A. D.; 329, i A. D.; 1105, 81-96 A. D.; all from Oxyrhynchus. 
For examples of registration in the grapheion see : P. Amh. I l l , 132 A. D. ; Heraclea, 
(docket); P. Warren 9, 109 A. D., Theadelphia (docket). The papyri from Oxyr-
hynchus record that the loan was effected through the agoranomeion, the others 
through the grapheion. The term grapheion is used for the office making up the 
loan at Soknopaiou Nesos in P. Amh. 110, 75 A. D., P. Amh. I l l , 132 A. D. P. 
Amh. 112,; 1 (128) A. D., P. Amh. 113,157 A. D. ; at Theognis in P. Fam. Teb 9,107 
A.D. This list, while far from complete shows that the offices perfomed the same 
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ferent villages, or at least were parts of one office filling the same 
duties, and the different names were accidents of terminology. 
In the discussion of the revocation of a will, P. Hamil. 2, a parallel 
to this is noted. At Oxyrhynchus the names agoranomeion and 
mnemoneion were applied to the same office. 

Presumably, the repayment was also reported to the bibliotheke 
enkteseon to be entered in the diastromata. P. Oxy. 274, 89-97 A.D., 
part of a diastroma from Oxyrhynchus, shows that changes in the 
status of property were noted below and marginally. Mortgages 
and renewals of mortgages were recorded, and in 11. 24-25 we 
find the record of the repaymant of the loan and dissolution of 
the mortgage. In P. Oxy. 808, 54-68 A.D., also part of a diastroma, 
there is again the entry of repayment of loan, and it is to be expected 
that the repayment recorded by our papyrus would been so entered. 

The document published here follows the formulas of the repay-
ments published among the Oxyhrynchus Papyri. It differs in minor 
details from those of the Amherst and London papyri, but the effect 
of all the repayments is the same. The return of the money is acknow-
ledged, the office through which the loan was effected and the return 
of the loan documents is noted, and the creditor is restrained from 
future action by threat of a fine and compensation for each action 
and for the damge done by the actions. 

'Ε[τουζ ομολογεί 'Απολλώνιος ] 
ισιω.[ 
των άπ' Όξυρύ [νχων] πόλεως Σαραπίωνι 
Κάστορος1 τοΰ [Πο]λυδεύκους' μητρός Ίσαροΰ-

5 τος1 της· ΣαΡ [απί]ωνος" των άπό της1 αύτηζ 
πόλεως, έν ά[γυι]α, άπέχειν παρ' αύτοΰ αργυ-
ρίου Σεβαστ[ου νομίσματος1 δραχμάζ 
τετρακόσια^ τριά]κοντα κεφαλαίου ας1 έδά-
νεισεν αύτφ [κα]τά συνγραφήν γεγονυΐαν 

10 δια του έν Όξ [υρύν]χων· πόλει μνημονείου 
τω δευτέρω [ε]τει θεοϋ Τίτου μη vi Νέω 
Σεβαστώ έν έ[νοι]κισμω των δι' αύτης1 δη-
λενθέντω[ν τ]όπων και έπί τον σημαν-
θέντα χρόν[ο]ν και αύτόθεν άναδεδωκέ-

function, and that at Oxyrhynchus the term agoranomeion or mnemoneion 
was used, with grapheion usually found elsewhere. 
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15 ναι αύτώ τ[ήν έπίφο]ρον τοϋ δανείου συν-
γραφήν κε[χιασμέ]νην εις1 άκύροοσιν 
και μηδέ [ν ένκαλ]εΐν μηδ' ένκαλέσειν 
μηδ' έπελε[ύσεσθαι] Άπολλώνιον μηδ' άλ-
λον ύπέρ α[ύτοϋ τω Σ]αραπίωνι μηδέ τ [οιζ 

20 παρ' αύτοϋ [περί μηδ]ενος· άπλώς1 μέ[χρι της1 

ένεστώ[σης· ήμέ]ρας·, ή χωρίζ του τ[ή]ν 
έσομένη[ν έφοδο]ν ακυρον είναι ε [τι κ]αί 
έκτίνειν [Άπολλών]ιον ή τον ύπέρ [αύ]τοϋ 
έπελευσόμ[ενον τω Σ]αραπίωνι ή τ[οιί π]α-

25 ρ' αύτοϋ κα[θ' έκάστην] εφοδον τό [τε βλά-
βος1 και έπί[τειμον άργ(υρίου) (δραχμάς·) εκατόν και εις1 το 
δημόσιον[ τάς1 ϊσα,ζ, και μηθέν ήσσον 
[κυρία ή συνγραφή.] 

T r a n s l a t i o n : (Apollonius) of those of the city of Oxyr-
hynchus (acknowledges) to Sarapion son of Castor son of Polydeuces, 
mother Isarous daughter of Sarapion, of those of the same city, 
that in the street he received from him of silver imperial coinage 
four hundred thirty drachmas capital sum, which he had lent to 
him according to a contract executed through the agoranomeion 
in the city of Oxyrhynchus in the second year of divine Titus in 
the month Neos Sebastos, on condition of habitation of the places 
set forth in it and for the stipulated time, and that he has forthwith 
given to him the applicable contract of loan crossed out for in-
validation, and that Apollonius or anyone on his behalf does not 
make any claim nor will make any claim nor will proceed against 
Sarapion or those about him for any reason at all up to the present 
day; otherwise, any claim that shall be made is invalid, and fur-
thermore Apollonius or anyone proceeding in his behalf is to pay 
to Sarapion or those about him for each claim the damages and 
a penalty, of silver, one hundred drachmas, and to the treasury 
an equal amount, and this contract (shall be) no less valid. 

Notes : 
1. 12 On the basis of P. Oxy. 104, 96 A. D., and P. Oxy. 1641, 68 A. D., ένοικισμφ 

is read. The term found more frequently is ένοίκησις. The construction 
έν ένοικισμω is difficult; έπ ' ένοικισμω would be better, but èv is clear on 
the papyrus. The terseness of the whole description of the original loan 
suggests that the phrase could be expanded to one similar to that of P. 
Warren 9, 11. 18-19: έν αίς είσιν έπ' ένοικήσι. 

1. 13 Read-λωθέντων. The εν of λενθ is clear and must anticipate the εν to follow. 
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2. R e v o c a t i o n o f a W i l l 

P. Oxy. 178 9.3 X 9.4 cm 117 - 138 A.D. 

This is a tan piece of papyrus, complete at the top and sides. 
The last line is missing, and there is a section last at the bottom 
left about 3 cm. in width and about 2 cm. up into the sheet. The 
surface is in good condition. The hand is cursive, but the letter 
forms are clear. The writing is on the recto with the fibers and 
the ink is black and clear. 

Heras the son of Heras, from Oxyrhynchus, acknowledges 
to Horion, scribe of the agoranomeion of that village, that he has 
received back for cancellation the will which he made in the 19th 
year of Trajan, and that the seals on the will were intact. The re-
ceipt is in epistolary form: "Heras to Horion, greeting". 

There are only three documents known which are analogous 
to this. They all come from Oxyrhynchus, and they all fall within 
the same 20 year period. The closest parallel is P. Oxy. 107, 123 A.D. 
It too is an epistolary receipt, and is addressed to the same Horion 
found in our receipt from Heras. Between the two receipts are 
only two variations in formula. Heras' letter acknowledges receipt 
of a κόλλημα of a διαθήκη while P. Oxy. 107 speaks only of a διαθήκη. 
The other difference is found in the mention of the seals. Heras' 
receipt states that the will was received επί σφραγείδων διαθήκης έπί 
των αύτών σφραγείδων. P. Oxy. 107 has only έπί σφραγείδων διαθήκης. 

The other two related documents are official statements in 
letter form to the agoranomoi that wills have been returned to 
their makers in accordance with directives. P. Oxy. 106, 135 A.D., 
is addressed to the agoranomoi by Apollonius, one of their assistants, 
and states that one Ptolema had been given back her will in accor-
dance with instructions of the strategos. The document also contains 
an acknowledgement by Ptolema of receipt of the will. The last 
document, P. Oxy. 601, 116 A.D., republished as P. Preis. 32 is 
addressed to the agoranomoi by the bibliophylax enkteseon demosion. 
This letter is written by three hands. The first hand is the hand 
of almost the whole document. The address, the statement that 
the strategos has ordered that Harpokras be given back his will, 
and the date, are all in the first hand. Only the name of Harpokras 
is not in this hand, and it makes up the second hand. The third 
hand comes after the date, and it reads: την (προ)γεγραμμέ(νην) 
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διαθήκην / άναπηνέγκατο ό Άρποκρας δι' έμοΰ / χρό(νος) ό αύτ(ός). 
I do not understand the last three words. 

Now the three other documents have two things in common. 
They all state that the will was originally made in the agoranomeion, 
and all record that the will was returned from the agoranomeion. 
P. Preis. 32 also states that the will was originally made in the 
agoranomeion, but Preisigke thinks that the will was returned 
by the bibliophylax, the έμοϋ of the third hand. More likely, the 
notation of return was made in the office of the agoranomoi, since 
a similar phrase is used in P. Oxy. 1061. We are then able to state 
that wills were made in the agoranomeion, kept there, and returned 
upon order of the strategos. 

While the revocations from Oxyrhynchus indicate that wills 
were made at the agoranomeion in that village, the wills themselves 
name the mnemoneion as well. P. Oxy. 1052, 489, 491, and 634 
(descr.) all contain the docket of the mnemoneion. These wills 
all are dated between 117 and 137 A.D. The agoranomeion is named 
in the registrations of inheritance from Oxyrhynchus, as for example 
P. Oxy. 75, 129 A.D. The apparent contradiction can be resolved 
easily. In Oxyrhynchus at least, the mnemoneion and the agora-
nomeion were the same office, and the terms merely reflect the 
two functions of that office3. 

The document published here raises the question of the manner 
of keeping the wills in the agoranomeion. It has been mentioned 
that this letter differs from the closest parallel in that a κόλλημα 
is mentioned. In 11. 6 — 7 Heras states that he received the κόλλημα 
of the will which he made, and in 11. 11 — 12 states that he received 
this επί. των αύτών σφραγείδων. According to Grenfell and Hunt, 
publishing the wills from Oxyrhynchus, the seals were on the verso, 
and were used to seal the string tying up the will rolled and folded 
into a packet. Publishing P. Oxy. 489, Grenfell and Hunt state 
that the seals were attached to the outside of what they call a roll. 
As a parallel to the procedure followed in sealing the will, they 

1 Cf Η. Κ r e 11 e r, Erbrechtliche Untersuchungen auf Grund der graeco-aegyp-
tischen Papyrusurkunden, Leipzig 1919, p. 393. 

2 G r e n f e l l and H u n t read, in 1. 22 μετημ ( ) Ό ξ υ ρ (ύγχων) πόλ-
(εως). On the basis of texts published later, the correct reading must be μνημ" 
(ονείου) Όξυρ(ύγχων) πόλ ( εως). 

3 Κ r e 11 e r, op. cit., p. 318 f . ; H. I. B e l l , Notes from Papyri in the 
British Museum, Archiv für Papyrusforschung VI , 1920, p. 104 ff. 
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cite P. Teb. 104, where it is stated that the seal was placed over 
the string tying up the "roll ' ' . Since Heras stated that he received 
back his will with seals intact, the will must have been kept in 
the agoranomeion in a sealed condition. This would lead us to 
expect that must there have been some identification of the 
packet, by which it could be found when needed. 

There is evidence for identification of the sealed wills on the verso 
of some of the wills. P. Oxy. 489 (117 A .D.) contains a docket on 
the verso identifying the document. P. Oxy. 968 (deser.) ii A .D. , 
has a three line endorsement on the verso, and P. Ryl. 153 138 — 61 
A.D. has some writing, much abraded, on the verso, which may 
be the remains of an identification or docket. The fact that such 
identifications are not found often may be attributed to the condition 
of the papyri in general, and to the method of making up the sealed 
packet. The documents were closed by folding the sheet from the 
bottom or top until a narrow packet was obtained. The identification 
would be written on the outside of this, and by the nature of the 
folding, would be close to the edge of the sheet, the first part to 
break away. This identification, then, is lost from most of the 
wills, but P. Oxy. 489 proves that it was there originally. 

The problem presented by the letter published here is the re-
ference to a κόλλημα. The word κόλλημα in the papyri almost always 
is used in connection with τόμος to mean column or sheet in a roll. 
There are only two documents known to me which show a use 
of this word which may be parallel to its use here. B . G . U . 1677, 
ii A .D. , speaks of κολλήματα απογραφής κώμης Ψεντρεπάει. This, 
may mean only sections of a roll, or it may mean individual sheets 
containing apographai. P. Princ. III, 127, 159/60 A .D. , a report 
of census takers, ends with the statement : ή συντεθεΐσα άκολουθ(εΐ) 
τοις έπιδοθ(εΐσιν) ήμεΐν κολλήμασι Ζώιλος... This is translated by 
the editor as " T h e supplement follows the rolls handed in by us: 
Zoilus " If Johnson is right in his translation, the use of κόλλημα 
to mean sheet can be extended to our papyrus, and we would under-
stand Heras to say that he had received the packet of the will 
which he made. In any case, he certainly does not mean that the 
will was included in a τόμος since it is clear that the wills were 
kept in the agoranomeion individually sealed. 

It is interesting that revocations of wills are found only from 
Oxyrhynchus and only in the short period A .D. 116—135. Wills 
containing clauses providing for revocation are found at Oxyrhynchus 
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as late as 181 — 9, P . Oxy. 495, bu t no evidence of revocation is 
found af te r the reign of Hadr ian . Presumably wills could still be 
changed bu t the procedure a t tes ted b y the four revocations was 
probably no longer in use. The four documents m a y indicate t h a t 
there was a short period of t ime when the agoranomeion a t Oxyr-
hynchus was exercising great care in the control of documents , 
bu t t h a t this did not last very long. 

'Ηρας; Ήρατος1 τοΰ Άπερώτος1 

άπ ' Όξυρύνχων πόλεως" 'Ωρί-
ωνι Σαραπίονος1 γραμματεΐ 
άγορανομίου της" αύτης1 πόλεω(<) 

5 χαίρειν. άνέλαβον παρά σου 
ζιζ άκύρωσιν το παρά σοι κόλ-
λημα ής1 έθέμην δια τοΰ αύ-
τοΰ άγορανομίου τω Έ π ε ί φ 
μηνί του έννεακαιδεκά-

10 του έτους1 θεοΰ Τραιανοΰ επί 
σφραγείδων διαθήκηζ έπί 
των [αύτώ]ν σφραγείδων, 
έμ[οΰ τοΰτο] άξιώσαντος". 

[ Αύτοκρά]τορος1 Καίσαρος1 

15 [Τραϊανού 'Αδριανού Σ]εβαστοϋ, 
[ ] 

T r a n s l a t i o n : Heras son of Heras the son of Aperos of 
the city of Oxyrhynchus to Horion the son of Sarapion, scribe 
of the agoranomeion of the same city, greeting. I have received 
f rom you, for cancellation, the sheet t h a t was in your possession 
of t h a t will with seals, which we made through the same agoranomeion 
in the mon th of Epeiph of the 19th year of divine T ra j an , with 
the seals intact , a t my own request . Year . . .of the Emperor Caesar 
(Tra janus Hadrianus) Augustus. 

N o t e s : 

1. 15 The year and name of the Emperor are lost, as well as the m o n t h and day. 
The document has been assigned to the reign of Hadr ian since the will 
was made in the 19th year of Tra jan , his last, and the revocat ion was made, 
presumably, in the following reign. 
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3. C u s t o m s H o u s e R e c e i p t 

P. Fay . 183 3.5 X 3.8 cm. i i - i i i A.D. 

This is a light t a n piece of papyrus , much abraded, with a worn 
seal adher ing to the surface. There are two hands ; the f i rs t is a square 
hand and easy to read, as the ink has remained dark, while the 
second is extremely cursive in places and the ink is much faded. 

This receipt is for p a y m e n t of the ρ'και ν' or 1/100 - f 1/50, 
a three percent t ax . This is one of the three taxes for which there 
are cus toms receipts f rom the Fayoum, the other two being the 
λιμένος Μέμφεως and the έρημοφυλακίας. F rom the receipts for these 
taxes t he r e seems to be no difference between them in regard to 
the goods subject to the taxes . Almost all the receipts are for exports 
f rom the Fayoum, and almost all record bo th the animals carrying 
and the goods themselves. 

The λιμένος Μέμφεως was a customs t a x for imports and exports 
to and f r o m the epistrategia of the Heptanomia and the Arsinoite 
Nome, and payable a t Memphis. This is shown by the reference 
to this t a x outside the Fayoum, as at Oxyrhynchus, as P . Oxy. 919, 
182 ? A.D. , shows, referring to τέλη Μέμφεως1. Memphis was probably 
the toll s ta t ion at the nor thern limit of the epistrategia of the Hepto-
nomia and the Arsinoite Nome, as Hermopolis served a t the south2 . 
The control of this t a x was apparent ly allotted to the F a y o u m 
toll houses for goods leaving and entering the Fayoum. 

The second t a x paid a t the F a y o u m toll houses was not a customs 
t a x b u t a t a x for the mainta inance of the desert guards3 . P . Aberd. 
37, 198 A.D., and 38, 198 A.D. are receipts f rom agents of the 
τέλος έρημοφυλακίας and ment ion three nomes, the Mereotic, Pro-
sopite, and Letopolite. The documents seem to bear out Wallace's 
conclusion t h a t the t a x was centrally levied4, and was not l imited 
to the epistrategia of the Hep tanomia and Arsinoite Nome, since 
the receipts would serve to prove paymen t of the t a x if it were 
demanded outside this area. The fact tha t nomes are specified 

1 References to the t a x a t Memphis f rom Oxyrhynchus are discussed by 
S. L. W a l l a c e , Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian, Pr inceton 
1938, pp. 262 f f . 

2 Strabo, X V I I , 1, 41, mentions the toll gate a t Hermopolis. W a l l a c e , 
op. cit. p. 267 f. proposed the analogy between Memphis and Hermopolis. 

3 W a l l a c e , op. cit. p. 272, and M. R o s t o v t z e f f , The Social and 
Economic History of the Hellenistic World, Oxford, 1941, p. 669. 

4 W a l l a c e , op. cit. p. 273. 
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in these receipts, and the statement on other receipts of this type 
(P. Lond II, 317, p. 87, 1 5 6 - 7 A.D. and P. Lond. II, 330, p. 88, 
164 A.D.) that παρόδιον is involved would indicate that the receipts 
are issued to persons traveling through the nomes mentioned, 
and that the tax is assessed on the basis of the area involved. 

The ρ' και ν' which is designated in P. Grenf. II, 50 b, as a tax 
of the Arsinoite Nome, must be a tax of a different nature from 
the other two taxes. This tax has been considered a local customs 
tax for the Arsinoite Nome, but I would suggest that the purpose 
of the tax was the support of the toll houses which were situated along 
the borders of the Fayoum, and which collected the other two taxes. 

The customs houses were located in a number of towns at the 
borders of the Fayoum. Along the northern border there were 
customs houses in Philadelphia, Bacchias, Karanis, Philopator-
Theogenous, and Socnopaiou Nesos, and along the southern border 
in Dionysias at the western edge, Tebtunis, and Kaine. These 
are the towns named in the customs house receipts. A list of the 
Fayoum customs house receipts known to me follows. The receipts 
are grouped under the towns named, and are subdivided by the 
type of tax. 

P h i l a d e l p h i a 

ρ' και ν' 
SB. 8984 
P. Aberd. 41 i 

41 j 
B.G.U. 1593 

1595 
P. Fouad III , 65 
P. Hamb. 76 
P. Lond. I l l , 1265e p. 
P. Princ. 51 

λιμένος Μέμφεως 
P. Aberd. 40 f 
B.G.U. 763 

1592 
1594 

P. Grenf. II, 50 1 
Griffith Stud. p. 215 
P. Hamb. 77 

78 
SB. 7566 
Stud. X X I I , 11 

έρημοφυλακίαζ 
P. Aberd. 42 e 106 

42 f 161 or ] 
157 42 g 161 
ii or iii A. I). B.G.U. 1593 ii or iii 
ii or i i i P. Grenf. II, 50 с 147 
ii or iii P. L ß nd. II, 469 a p. 85 154 
i i i 
113/4? Name of tax missing 
176 P. Aberd. 43 b ii or iii 
173 
i i i B a c c h i a s 

ρ' καΐ ν' 
195? P. Fay. 71 ii or lii 
i i i 73 ii or iii 
212 76 ii or iii 
i i i P. Merton 20 184? 
ii or iii P. Preis. 25 ii or iii 
iii P. Yale inv. 7 (P. Fay. 180) 134 
176 

180) 134 

i i i λιμένος Μέμφεως 
i i i P. Aberd. 40 g 172 or : 
135 P. Fay. 72 ii or iii 
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74 
164 
165 

έρημοφυλακίας 
P. Fay. 75 

76 
Name of tax missing 
P. Fay. 67 

К a r a n i s 

p' και ν' 
B.G.U. 724 

766 

λιμένας Μέμφεωζ 
P. Amh. 116 
B.G.U. 764 

765 
P. Lond. II, 469 b 

p. 86 
III , 1266 e 

p. 39 
? P. Lond. II, 206 с 

p. 85 

Name of tax missing 
Stud. X X I I , 140 
έρημο φυλακιας 
SB 9237 

11 or 111 

ii 
ii 

11 or 111 
ii or iii 

80 

91 

178 

1 6 0 - 1 6 7 
166 

1 6 9 - 1 7 6 

177 

156/7 

211 

P h i l o p a t o r-T h e o g e n o u s 

ρ και ν 
P. Aberd. 41 g 

41 h 
Stud. X X I I , 151 

152 
? 9 
? 10 

195 
195 
144 ? 
144 ? 
ii 
ii 

S o c n o p a i o u P M e s o s 

ρ και ν 
P. Aberd. 41 a 

41 b 
41 с 
41 d 

187 
196, 221 or 225 

167 or 199 
199 

41 e 
41 f 

B.G.U. 767 
803 
804 

P. Fay. 70 
P. Grenf. II, 50 a 

50 b 
50 f l 
50 f2 
50 g 
50 h 

SB 9233 
P. Lips 81 

P. Lond. II, 307, p. 
206 d, p. 

I l l , 1265 c, p. 
1265 d, p. 
1265 f, p. 
1266 a, p. 
1266 b, p. 
1266 c, p. 

P. Ryl. 197 a 
P. Soc. Nes. (Boak. 
N e s о s 2 

3 
7 

10 
13 

P. Strass. 123 
Stud. X X I I , 104 

148 
150 

λιμένος Μέμφεως 
P. Aberd. 40 a 

40 b 
40 с 
40 d 
40 e 

B.G.U. 768 
P. Fay. 69 
P. Fouad I, Univ., 34 
P. Grenf.II, 50 d 

50 e 
50 к 

P. Lond. I l l , 1265 b, p. 

204 ? 
178/9or210/ll 
ii 
iii 
ii 
ii or iii 
142 
145 
ii 
ii 
184 or 216 
190 
ii/iii 
iii or iv 

84 145 A. D. 
86 169 ? 
36 149 
37 149 
37 177 
38 182 or 214 
38 180 or 212 
38 183 or 215 

162 
S o c n o p a i o u 

215? 
215? 
iii 
206 
203? 
ii 
142/3 
1 3 8 - 1 6 1 
145? 

178/9 
190 
192 
162 or 194 
ii or iii 
ii 
ii or iii 
42 
1 7 6 - 1 8 0 
179 
ii or iii 

36 83 
1266 d, p. 39 ii 
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Ρ. Ryl. 197 с 
щ , а 
368 
369 
370 

P. Strass. 12 
124 

Stud. X X I I . 13 
149 
153 

P. Soc. Nes. 1 
11 
12 

έρημοφυλακίας 
P. Aberd. 42 a 

42 b 
42 с 
42 d 

P. Amh. 117 
B.G.U. 1088 
P. Fouad I Univ. 34 
P. Grenf. II, 50 i 

50 m 
P. Lips. 82 
P. Lond. II, 316 b, p. 

316 c, p. 
III, 922 a, p. 

1266 f, p. 
1266 g, p. 

P. Ryl. 197 b 
Stud. X X I I , 12 

62 

u 
ii or i 
ii or i 
ii 
i i? 
ii 
149 
150 
188 
215? 
198/9 
iii 

151 
167 or 199 
170 or 202 
ii or iii 
ii or iii 
142 
42 
192 
ii or iii 
iii or iv 

86 154 
84 145 
40 179 or 211 
39 ii or iii 
39 183 or 215 

ii 
149 
163 

έρημοφυλακίας 
P. Fay. 68 158 

T e b t u n i s 

ρ' και ν' 
P. Teb. 461 ii or iii 

557 ii or iii 
P. Yale Inv. 297 155 

έρημοφυλακίαζ 
P. Teb. 461 ii or iii 
P. Yale Inv. 300 ii or iii 

Name of tax missing 
P. Teb. 565 113 

K a i n e 

ρ' καί ν' 
P. Teb. 362 ü or iii 

έρημοφυλακίας 
P. Aberd. 42 h 189 

N a m e o f c u s t o m s h o u s e 
u n k n o w n 

ρ' καί ν' 
P. Fay. 177-179 ; 181 185 a 
P. land. 59 ii 

Name of tax missing 
P. Aberd. 43 a ii or iii 
B.G.U. 882 ii or iii 
P. Lond. 111,1265 a, p. 36 83 
P. Soc. Nes. 6 iii 

8 206/7 
9 (seal only) iii 

Stud. X X I I , 105 

D i o n y s i a s 

λιμένος Μέμφεωζ 
P. Soc. Nes. 5 

91/2 

208 

λιμένος Μέμφεωζ 
P. Aberd. 40 h 
P. Fay. 166-176 

έρημοφυλακίας 
B.G.U. 867 
P. Fay. 186-189 

Name of tax missing 
P. Aberd. 44 
P. Soc. Nes. 4 

14 
15 

211? 
? 

U 
? 

161 or 193 
? 

iii 
iii 
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Oil this list, a few receipts appear twice, under the headings of different taxes. 
These, B.G.U. 1593, P. Fay. 76, P. Fouad I Univ. 34, and P. Teb. 461, record 
the payment of both taxes under which they are listed. 

The list of customs houses shows that about half the receipts 
come from Socnopaiou Nesos. All but a few come from the northern 
part of the Fayoum. Evidently most of the commerce from the 
Fayoum moved through the toll stations along the northern part 
of the lake, even though most of the Fayoum itself is to the south. 
More of the commerce moved through Socnopaiou Nesos than 
any other customs port. Now while it may seem odd that Socnopaiou 
Nesos should receive so much traffic, located far to the west as it is, 
the explanation is found in the existence of a wall which ran from 
the east border of the Fayoum, about one half mile south of Phi-
ladelphia, across the desert to the cultivated area along the Nile. 
This wall, reported by Rowe, was thought by him to have pro-
tected caravans5. Actually, the purpose must have been to prevent 
smuggling of goods out of the southern part of the Fayoum, up 
along the narrow strip of desert and thence to the river, above 
Memphis, avoiding all duties. With the wall across the desert, 
it would not be possible to tranport goods except by bringing them 
down to the Nile, and then the goods would be liable to tax at 
Memphis. The existence of the many receipts from Socnopaiou 
Nesos shows that the route out of the southern part of the Fayoum 
was along the shore of the lake. As the exporter came around the 
lake to the north, he was confronted by an escarpment and high 
terrain extending almost to the shore. This territory ends at Socno-
paiou Nesos. He could not strike out across the desert to avoid 
tariff, but had to go as far as Socnopaiou Nesos. He could then 
go out across open country, but the payment of the tariff was assured. 

The receipts from the other northern tô -v ns, Philadelphia, Bac-
chias, Karanis and Philopator were for goods exported from the 
part of the Fayoum near those towns. The few receipts from the 
southern towns, Tebtunis and· Kaine, were for goods being exported 
to the south. The trade to the north went through Socnopaiou Nesos. 

1st hand Τετελ(ώνηται) διά πύ[λ(ης) Βακχι(άδος) ρ] 
και ν 2nd hand Χαφ[έα]ζ 

5 Α. Rowe, "A Contribution To The Archaeology of The Western Desert: 
III," Bulletin of the John Rylands Library, 38, 1955/6, pp. 162 ff. 
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τρις I ι » Έπίφ 
οκτωκαιδεκά-

τη 

T r a n s l a t i o n : Paid through the gate of Bacchias, the 
three percent tax by Chaireas, (bringing in on three donkeys ...) 
three, year 10 Epeiph 18. 

N o t e s : 
1. 1 The name Βακχι(άδος) is restored because it fits the lacuna, and the re-

ceipt was found at Ûmm el 'Atl, Bacchias. The abbreviation of the three 
percent tax is most commonly ρ και v. The abbreviation found here is known 
from B.G.U. 803. Similar abbreviations and examples of each are: S P. 
Aberd. 41 h ; / P. Soc. Nes. 10; β P. Aberd. 41 b. The sign must mean 
'per cent'. 

1. 3 For this line είσάγ(ων) έπ' ονοις γ ' is suggested., ε'σ-ralher than έξ-is pre-
ferable as the traces look much like ε-σα in the photograph of P. Soc. Nes. 3. 
The figure at the end of the line is broken away at the top. It looks like 
a ς with a mark at the bottom and more ink at the top, and is probably 
the symbol indicating the produce carried. 

1. 6 In the custom house receipt published in Fayoum Towns, a numeral follows 
the written out version of the date, and this is the most common practice 
in these receipts. There are examples of receipts which do not have the 
numeral; these are: B.G.U. 724; P. Grenf. II, 50 b, f(2), k; P. Lond. II, 
206 d, 316 b, 469 b; III, 1266 b, f ; P. Ryl. 191 (a); Stud. X X I I , 9, 10, 153; 
P. Yale Inv. 300. The numeral was omitted in the writing of the papyrus 
published here. 

4. R e c e i p t F o r P a y m e n t o f P o l l T a x 
P. Fay. 355 11.7x10.2 cm. 28 June 122 A.D. 

This tan piece of papyrus is complete on all sides, but in places 
is much worm-eaten. The hand is very cursive, and typical of the 2nd 
centry A.D. The ink is dark and clear where the papyrus is intact. 

The document records the payment of 20 drachmae λαογραφία 
with προσδιαγραφόμ,ενα of 10 obols chalci by one Philoxenus, of 
the quarter of the sacred gate, and is dated in the 6th year of Hadrian, 
Epeiph 4. This receipt is of the more common type of poll tax re-
ceipt: acknowledging a payment of 20 drachmae with additional 
payment of 10 obols. This rate was applicable to the metropo-
litai in the Arsinoite Nome, who formed a privileged class in the tax 
structure1. While most of the receipts of this type contain a desi-

1 S. L. W a l l a c e , Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian, Princeton 
1938, p. Í21. 
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gnation of a place in the metropolis, Arsinoe, some of those preserved 
refer to villages outside the metropolis2. This class must have in-
cluded persons outside the metropolis itself, and it may be that 
citizens of Arsinoe retained the privileged rate of citizenship even 
though they resided in the villages3. 

The papyrus published here designates the locale as 'Ιεράς 
Πύλης. There is an amphodon of this name in Arsinoe and in the vil-
lages of Euemeria and possibly Theadelphia as -well. P.Gen. 78, 
iii-iv A.D., is addressed to the archiereus of the city of Arsinoe 
by a resident of an amphodon which is preserved on the papyrus 
as Ίερ-. The quarter must be 'Ιεράς Πύλης and presumably is in 
Arsinoe. In P.Grenf. II, 79, col. i, a declaration is addressed to the 
katalogistes of the Arsinoite Nome by a resident of an amphodon 
Ίερας Πύλης. The oath concerns a person inhabiting the amphodon 
Moeris, an established quarter of Arsinoe, and this makes it pro-
bable that the amphodon is in Arsinoe. SB 4299, 245 A.D., 
a census return, mentions three amphoda. Two are known to be 
in Arsinoe, and the third, Hiera Pyle, may thus be assumed also 
to be in Arsinoe. P.Ath. 35, 153/4 A.D. mentions an amphodon 
named 'Ιεράς Πύλης and this may be in Theadelphia. The papyrus 
names three people: the first is said to be from Berenike Thesmo-
phoros, the second from Hiera Pyle, the third is mentioned 
without a geographical reference. Following the names is the 
statement that two, corrected to three are fish dealers in 
Theadelphia. It may then be that the Hiera Pyle found after 
the name of the second man is in Theadelphia. The existence 
of a Hiera Pyle in Euemeria is virtually certain. P.Fay. 98, 
123 A.D., is a receipt for house rent, and one Heracleides of the 
amphodon Hiera Pyle acknowledges receipt of rent for a house 
in Euemeria. The document is docketed in the grf pheion of Euemeria. 
Since the amphodon is not stated to be in another village, and 
since the transaction involves Euemeria, it must be believed that 
the amphodon is in Euemeria. 

The Hiera Pyle named in the papyrus published here can not 
he placed with certainty. The document comes from Harit, according 
to the editors of Fayoum Towns. This is the town of Theadelphia, 
and if there was a Hiera Pyle in that town, as P.Ath. 35 might 

2 Ibid., pp. 413 ff. 
3 Ibid., p. 121. 
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indicate, then the Hiera Pyle mentioned in our text probably refers 
to that Hiera Pyle. 

The receipt mentions a payment of 10 obols προσδιαγραφόμενα. 
A recent study by Verne B. Schuman of Indiana University has 
offered a meaning for this term4. Schuman showed that taxes were 
payable with 29-obol tetradrachms, but calculated on the basis 
of 6-obol drachmae. When the taxes were paid in coin other than 
tetradrachms the προσδιαγραφόμενα brought the value of the pay-
ment up to the required amount, and indicated a difference between 
nominal value and the amount credited. Schuman's figures are 
very convincing, but one problem remains in connection with 
the poll-tax. If the προσδιαγραφόμενα reflect the difference between 
nominal value and the amount credited, we should expect that 
there would be different amounts προσδιαγραφόμενα in different 
receipts. That is, the different coins used to pay the tax would not 
always have been the same number of the same denominations 
to produce προσδιαγραφόμενα of 10 obols. Since, on the receipts 
for 20 drachmas, the additional payment is always 10 obols, it is 
suggested that extra payment was essentially as Schuman says, but 
that in the case of the poll-tax, 10 obols was a constant; instead 
of figuring out the required extrapayment whenever the tax was 
paid in other than tetradrachms, a sum of 10 obols was routinely 
charged. 

About 3 cm. below the last line, near the right margin, appears 
άλλ followed by some ink marks. This may be an abbreviation; 
I do not understand the meaning of this word or abbreviation, 
and I know of no parallels. Also unique, so far as I know, is the 
existence of the name of the amphodon on the verso. 

"Ετους1 ς' Αύτοκρ[άτ(οροί)] Καί[σ(αρος')] Τρα[ι]α[νο]ϋ 
Άδριχν(οϋ) Σε[β]α(στοΰ) Έπ[ει]φ δ άρι(θμήσεωζ) Πα(ϋνι). δι(έγρα-
ψε) 
Φιλόξενο(ς·) Μηνάτο(ς·) Φιλόξενο^ 
Ζωιδο(ϋτος') (ύπέρ) λαο(γραφίας') έκτο [υ] | 

5 'Ιερ(άς) Πύλ(ης') (δραχμάζ) είκοσι (γίγνεται) κ προσ(διαγραφόμενα) 
χ(αλκοΰ) ό(βολου£) δέκα. 

vacat 3 cm. 
2nd hand άλλ 

4 V . S c h u m a n , Three Accounting Terms of Roman Egypt, Classical Philo-
l o g y XLIV (1949) pp. 236 ff. 
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V e r s o 

Ίερ(ας) Πύλ(ης) 

T r a n s l a t i o n : Year six of Emperor Caesar Trajanus 
Hadrianus Augustus, Epeiph 4, account of Payni. Paid by Philo-
xenus [son] of Menas [son] of Philoxenus [mother being] Zoidous, 
as poll tax for the sixth year, in the quarter of the Sacred Gate, 
twenty drachmae, that is, 20, additional payment of bronze obols, ten. 

Notes : 
1. 3 For the name of the grandfather read Φιλό ξένου. It is not incommon that 

the article be left out between the names. It is surprising that μη(τρος) 
does not appear before the name of the mother. 

1. 4 This abbreviation for υπέρ is remarked in the notes to P. Fay . 50. The symbol 
can be seen in the reproduction of P. Bas. 8, Plate II of that publicat ion. 

5. R e g i s t r a t i o n of S h e e p a n d G o a t s 

P. Oxy. 74 5.0 χ 20.4 cm. 116 A.D 

This papyrus was published completely in P. Oxy. I. I shall give here only 
subsequent corrections and additions. Documents of this type are discussed 
ful ly in connection with the publication of P. Cor. 15, 128/9 A.D., a declaration 
of sheep and goats. 
1.6 Έ ξ α - not Έ ξ ο - ; Berichtigungsliste I, p. 314. 
1.7 Όξυρύγχων not [Ό]ξυρύγχων . 
1.16 -λίποντ(αι) not -λίποντ(α); Berichtigungsliste I, p. 314 
1.18 There is a κα ι a t the end of the line. 
1.21 ά νεμτ,σοντ(αι) not άνενή(νοχα) δντ(ας); Berichtigungsliste I, p. 314. 
1.23 — 24 These lines are much abraded, probably because of erasure. Based 

on parallel documents such as P. Prin. 24 and P. Ross. Georg. II . 13, 
they can be restored to read: νομοΰ [διά νομέως] τοΰ δεινός . . . but no 
certain reading can be made. 

1.32 — 33 The titles are not written out, as given in the original publication, but 
are abbreviated, as : Σεβασ~(οϋ) Γερμανικ(οΰ) Δακικ(οϋ). 

6. C o r r e c t i o n of t h e O f f i c i a l T a x i n g L i s t s 

P. Oxy. 78 6.7 X 23.3 cm. ca. 246 A.D. 

This papyrus also has been published ful ly in P. Oxy. I. The document is 
dated more closely by P. Lond. I l l , 1157 verso, 246 A.D., which contains the 
names of the same officials as are found in this papyrus. (W i 1 с к e n, Archiv IV, 
p. 539). The only corrections are those found in Berichtigungsliste I, p. 314, which 
I have verif ied. The corrections are : 1.8 Τσενδηματ(ί) not Τσενδηματ( ) : 1.16 
Σαλουταρίου not Σαλοσταρίου. 

[Yale University] Alan E. S a m u e l 

4* 


