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b y Zoilus, lessor of t h e l a n d f a r m e d b y I s ido ras (see Nos. 99, 117, 118, 120, 
121). 

Section Y I I br ings t w o small inventor ies (Nos. 136 and 137), unpub l i shed 
till now and in sect ion V I I I t he re are f o u n d descr ipt ions of 9 Cairo f r a g m e n t s 
of t e x t s be longing to t h e same Archive . 

W e are deep ly g ra te fu l t o t h e E d i t o r s for giving us in th i s splendid publi-
ca t ion t h e whole of t h e Archive of Aure l ius I s idoras , t oge the r w i th t h e mos t 
use fu l commenta r i e s which no t i n f r e q u e n t l y give an exhaus t ive discussion of 
t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t p rob lems and f o r m u l a t e new conclusions (e.g. see p p . 101 ff . 
a n d p . 117, p p . 255/256, p . 310, pp . 332/333 etc.) . 

T h e réédi t ions of t h e t ex t s , publ i shed previous ly elsewhere, show t h e well 
k n o w n m a s t e r f u l t o u c h of Professor Υ o u t i e, hand l ing skillfully t h e seemingly 
insolvable p rob lems of t e x t u a l cri t icism. 

J a c q u e s S c h w a r t z , Les Archives de Sarapion et de ses fils. Une exploitation 
agricole aux environs d 'Hermoupo l i s Magna (de 90 à 133 p. C.), ( I n s t i t u t 
f r ança i s d 'Archéologie or ientale , B ib l io thèque d ' E t u d e s . T o m e X X I X ) . Le 
Caire, I n s t i t u t f r ança i s d 'Archéologie or ientale , 1961, V I I I — 381 pp . , 
I X pla tes . 

Professor J . S c h w a r z p resen t s t h e Archives of Sarap ion and his sons, 
publ i sh ing t h e t e x t s edi ted previously toge the r w i th t h e inedi ta , t h e whole 
p rese rved in seven d i f fe ren t collections (Berl in, W ü r z b u r g , Br i t i sh Museum, 
N e w York , Heidelberg , S t rassbourg and Wien) . T h e subt i t l e of t h e pub l ica t ion 
( „ U n e exp lo i t a t ion agricole a u x envi rons d ' H e r m o u p l i s Magna") gives t h e 
charac te r i s t ics of t h e Sarapion ' s Archives and po in t s t o i ts s ignif icance. 

I n his i n t roduc t i on t h e E d i t o r describes t h e ac tua l s i tua t ion of t h e t e x t s 
belonging t o Sa rap ion ' s Archives and p resen t s his own m e t h o d of a t t r i b u t i n g 
t h e m to t h e Archives ( the nega t ive cr i ter ia be ing t h e da te , geography and 
collection, t h e posi t ive ones — onomast ics , t o p o g r a p h y and t h e ca tegory of 
d o c u m e n t ) a n d recons t ruc t s t h e h i s to ry of i ts discovery. 

T h e t e x t s themselves are publ i shed in t h r ee sect ions: D o c u m e n t s officiels 
e t c o n t r a t s p r i vé s ; Pièces de comptab i l i t é i n t e r n e ; Le t t e r s pr ivées . 

The re a re only 7 official documen t s , a m o n g t h e m one compla in t addressed 
t o t h e strategus, some declara t ions and receipts . T h e p r iva t e con t r ac t s a re 
a few con t r ac t s of sale, con t rac t s pe r t a in ing to money-bus iness , l and leases 
(in which t h e m e m b e r s of Sarap ion ' s f ami ly a p p e a r p a r t l y as lessees and p a r t l y 
as lessors, t h e leased parcels be ing f r o m 2 | t o 25 arouras) and con t r ac t s m a d e 
w i t h t h e ha rves te r s . 

T h e Nos. 4 2 - 7 9 b r ing d i f fe ren t accounts and Nos. 83-103 p r i v a t e l e t t e r s 
w r i t t e n t o t h e m e m b e r s of t h e Sarap ion ' s fami ly , a n d mos t ly b y t h e m . 
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The Appendix contains 5 texts which may or may not belong to the Archives. 
As „Supplément" the Editor gives 10 new documents found by him in Wien 
already when the publication of the whole material was in preparation, the 
second Appendix presenting the description of some texts from London, Hei-
delberg and chiefly Strassbourg; the fact of their being par t of Sarapion's 
Archives is only probable. 

The Excursus No. 1 summarizes the Editor 's conclusions about the topo-
graphy of the Hermopolite nome and the situation of the grounds belonging 
to Sarapion and his sons or leased by them. 

In the Excursus No. 2 the Editor making use of the economic data contained 
in the published texts traces the developpment of the prices of one artaba of 
wheat and tha t of the pay of an agricultural worker till the Byznatine times. 

The Conclusion brings brief characteristics of the Sarapion's family and 
their members subsequently picturing their pricipal activities. 

The volume closes with the Indices and 9 plates which show some of the 
texts presenting more complicated problems. 

The publication of the Archives of Sarapion and his sons is a result of many 
years of strenous work, on which one may sincerely congratulate Professor 
S c h w a r t z . 

[Warsaw University] Anna Świderek 


