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prices of goods produced by t hem. Nevertheless, in t h e papyrological sources 
preserved to our t imes, indisputable evidence has no t ye t been found con-
f i rming the existence of the so-called "monopolist ic tendencies" . 

1. F. F i k li m a η. Egipet na rubezhe dvukh cpokh. Remeslenniki i remeslennyi 
trud ν IV—seredine VII v. (Egypt on the Confines of Tivo Epochs. The 
Craftsmen and the Craftsmen's Work in the 4th to the Middle of the 7th cent.). 
Moscow, 1965, 308 pp . 

This book contains somewhat rewri t ten and enlarged t ex t of the au thor ' s 
dissertat ion enti t led The Problems of Handicraft in Byzantine Egypt, Leningrad, 
1962. The book consists of a foreword b y t h e editor , t he academician V. Y. 
S t r u ν e, an introduct ion, th ree chapters (1. The hand ic ra f t and craf t smen, 
2. The guilds, 3. The c raf t smen ' s work in the large estates), conclusions, t he 
list of abbreviat ions, indexes and the addenda . The au tho r does no t set himself 
the task of s tudying all the aspects of handicraf t including the techniques and 
technology of product ion, b u t limits himself to t h e s tudy of product ion rela-
t ions in hand ic ra f t , n a m e l y : t h e social s t ruc tu re of t h e c raf t smen, the forms 
of organization of handic ra f t , t he forms of handic ra f t association, the social 
and economic s i tuat ion of the c raf t smen etc. The main assertions of the work 
are as follows. I n comparison wi th R o m a n E g y p t — a sharp lowering of 
t h e relative value of slave labour connected wi th an increase of the impor-
t ance of free c ra f t smen ' s ^abour , t he [small scale 'of product ion, the great 
development of the guilds, t h e impor tan t role of large estates as producers 
and consumers of hand ic ra f t products t e s t i fy t h a t in E g y p t of the t ime 
in question a deep disintegrat ion of slave-ownership relat ions was taking place 
as well as the es tabl ishment of feudal relations, no t accompanied, however, 
as in the West , b y a s t rong relapse into a house-economy. The book is provided 
wi th m a n y tables. 

I . F . F i k h m a η. Κ voprosuo trekh fazakh v razvitii egipetskikh patrotsiniev. 
(A Contribution to the Problem of Three Phases in the Development of Egyptian 
Patrocinia). VDI, 1966, no. 1, pp . 110—112. 
A critical analysis of the papyrological evidence referred to in an essay 

of G. D i o s d i ent i t led Zur Frage der Entwicklung des Patriociniums im 
Ägypten, JJP X I V , 1962, pp. 57—72, for suppor t of the thesis t h a t the character-
istic fea ture of the 6 th cen tury i.e. of the th i rd phase of the development of 
patrocinia, according to the division applied by G. D i o s d i, is the request 
of the persons under patrocinium to the emperor or the other landowners for 
help against their own pa t rons . According to the opinion of J . F . F i k h m a n 
this thesis is not conf i rmed b y the sources. Ins tances of requests to other 
persons and among t h e m to t h e emperor perhaps occurred, b u t they are no t 


