


T H E L A N D - R E G I S T E R O F T H E . Φ Ε Ρ Ν Ο Υ Φ Ι Τ Ο Τ T O P A R C H Y 
I N T H E M E N D E S I A N NOME 

Place of discovery: Oxyrhynchus 2 5 x 2 7 cm 297—308 A.D. 

Place of origin : Mendesian nome 

The document discussed in this paper comes f rom t h e Oxyrhynchus Papyr i 
belonging to t h e E g y p t Explora t ion Society of London. I wish to express here-
wi th m y t h a n k s to the Society for permission for i ts publ icat ion here*. 

The t ex t , wr i t ten in one h a n d , covers bo th recto and verso and is a land 
register. I t s f i r s t pa r t (verso col. I and col. I I , recto col. I l l 57—61) is a summary 
repor t of land of the Φερνουφίτου topa rchy in the Mendesian n o m e ; the second 
(recto col. I l l 67—77 and col. IV) is a survey of land of a village wi th a n a m e 
beginning wi th Ψεν. I t was d rawn up before the abolit ion of toparchies, i.e. 
before 308 A.D. (cf. J . L a l l e m a n d , U administration civile de Γ Egypte 
de Vavènement de Dioclétien à la création du diocèse, Bruxelles 1964, p . 98) and 
af te r the general census of agricultural land ordered b y Diocletian in 297 
(cf. H . C. Υ o u t i e in t h e in t r . t o P . Cairo Isid. 2 p . 30; J . L a l l e m a n d , 
0.e. p . 172—173). 

As we hear nothing of censitors appointed to conduct the land census a f te r 
the lus t rum 297—301, when Iulius Septimius Sabinus was officiat ing in t h e 
Arsinoite, Iulius Alexander in the Hermopoli te , and Chrysippus in the Pano-
polite nome (see J . L a l l e m a n d , o.e. p . 93—94; cf. also H . C. Υ o u t i e, 
1.e. p . 30—32), it seems safe t o suppose t h a t the censitor Phileas ment ioned 
in 1.3 was directing t h e same census of 297 in the Mendesian nome. 

F r o m t h e years 298—300 we have 12 land declarat ions addressed to t h e 
th ree censitors known so fa r ( the newest list b y J . L a l l e m a n d , o.e. 
p . 174—175). As was shown b y H . C. Yout ie (o.e. p . 31) t h e later censuses 
were reduced to a verif icat ion of the existing records, t h a t is why the land 
declarat ions f rom the years 302—303 (P. Cornell 20) were no longer addressed 
to the censitors bu t to minor officials called anametretai. F r o m the f i r s t half 

* At the same time I would like to thank Professor E. G. T u r n e r , Professor H. C. Y o u t i e 
and Doctor J. R e a for their kindness and their invaluable help in reading and publishing the 
present text . 
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of the fourth century there are also published several land registers, all of them 
being lists of landholders (e.g. P. Flor. 71, P. Ross. Georg. V 58, P. Princ. 134, 
P. Cairo Isid. 6). 

The present text, compiled probably after 301 from declarations filed with 
Phileas, censitor of the Mendesian nome, belongs to the category of reports 
called by A. D é l é a g e (Études de Papyrologie II p. 135 s.) "états d'ensemen-
cements" (surveys of sowing), only the latter part (r. col. IV) providing a to-
pographical survey ("états des sections" of A. D é l é a g e ) of the land of the 
village Psen...Land registers of this type are well known from earlier times 
(e.g. P. Bour. 42, W i l c k e n Chr. 341; for topographical surveys see e.g. 
Brüx. 1, P. Mendes Gen., P. Oxy 918), but except for P. Ryl. 655 I have found 
no analogy from the 4th cent. A.D. 

Lines 1—61 (cols. I and II on the verso and the first five lines of col. I l l 
on the recto) contain a land register of the Φερνουφίτου toparchy (see 1.60) 
giving the total of all land of the toparchy (I 6—11) and then, successively, 
the survey of seed land (I 13—28), of garden land (col. II 29—43), and of cher-
sos (col. II 45—56, col. I l l 57—60). 

The land of the toparchy is analysed as shown on the following page (in 
arourai). 

The only contemporary analogy, P. Ryl. 655, is very fragmentary and 
difficult to interpret. The editors underline the interest of this text as enrich-
ing our evidence for the radical changes in land tenure in Egypt, occasioned 
by Diocletian's reforms. The new land register is of still greater importance 
for this question. 

The royal land (βασιλική γη) and the private land (τάξις ιδιωτική) comprise 
only seed land and are opposed to the garden land which enters into neither 
of these two categories. Moreover, the royal land and the private land alike 
are divided into the land called κτητόρων and ταμιακών αουνδικιων (the same 
classes being found also in garden land in col. II). See tables on p. 34. 

The land called ταμιακών αουνδικιων appears always together with the land 
of κτήτορες. Its amount is strikingly small. The word αουνδικιων (written in 
full in col. I 14, usually abbreviated αουνδικ) may be compared with the word 
οουενδι( ) which is found in P. Ryl. 655 Y.II 4, written οβενδικ( ) ibid. 1.14 
(cf. line 1 cited in the introduction) and also with the word οουενδ( ) which 
has now to be substituted for the Editor's ούένδ(ιτον ?) in P. Oxy X I V 1660, 
where it is found together with κτητόρων designating a category of land. The 
same word appears as ουεντι[.]. . . ων in P. New York inv. no. X I V c 50, 1.4 
(published by N. L e w i s , The Journal of Juristic Papyrology XV, 1965, 
p. 159 ss.). The Editors of P. Ryl. 655 suggest ad locum, "that the word in-
tended is «vindicata» though what terra vindicata is, whether in privatam or 
a privata, is obscure". The amount is so small, that the Editors believe it to 
be "a relatively unimportant category, perhaps land whose exact status was 
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col. I 6-7 Land declared as tillable 

13 royal land 
seed land 

28 private land 

col. II 29 vineyards 

40 garden land τάξις παραδείσων 

41 χαρακών 

total 

col. I 10 Land declared as chersos** 

II 45-47 seed land chersos 

48 chersampelos 

52 chersoparadeisoi 

total 

3484 

7769 

tíilill 
8 32 64 

6 4 i A I 
2 8 16 

60 T 

imoLLLL' 
1 1 ' y u 2 8 32 64 

1012 ~ 

1858-2 8~ 64 

7 8 Ï 6 32 

2949 

col. I 11 Garden land chersos (chersoparadeisoi) 

col. I l l 57 chersampelos ca. 513*** 

58 chersoparadeisoi ca. 13--*** iO o o 

59 sand- and bush-land 666ràà 

total ca. 1194 

col. I l l 60-61 All land of the toparchy (total) 

11790 Ï T k L 
3 1 
4" 64 
1 1 1 1 1 
4" Τ 16 32 64 

2949 

1194 I I I 
4"· 32 64 

3 1 1 1 
15933 4 γ j j 32 

* In all subsequent tables the numbers resulting from calculations and not given in the papyrus are in italics. 
** for the discussion of the different kinds of chersos see Commentary to col. I 10-11. 
*** the number incomplete ( fraction of aroura illegible in the papyrus). 

still sub judice". The text published by N. L e w i s is addressed to the magister 
rei privatae and concerns the sale of estates and land parcels belonging to the 
ταμιεΐον, cf. lines 4—5: ...]ς πράσεως ούσ[ι]ών ταμιακών και χωρίων ούεντι[.]...ων 
περιελθόντων εις το ίερώτατον ταμΐον. In his commentary ad locum Ν. L e w i s 
writes: "ουεντι[.]...ων is obviously a Latin word in Greek transliteration... In 
attempting restoration at least three possibilities must be considered". These 
are according to the Editor: 1) a form of vendere (e.g. ούεντι[β]ιλιων "from 
vendibilis''''), 2) a form of vindicare, 3) an adjectival form from a Roman name 
e.g. Ventidius. 

The occurrence of the same word in P. Ryl. 655 and in P. Oxy XIY 1660, 
taken together with αουνδικιων in our text, allows to reject the last of the three 

3 Jou rna l o f Ju r . Papyro logy 
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proposals made by N. L e w i s . It is at any rate obvious that the land called 
ταμιακών αουνδικιων is the land belonging to the ταμιεΐον (claimed by the τα-
μιεΐον ? cf. P. Ryl. 655 V.I 1 o[. .]. ονδ[ι]κ( ) άπο ιδίας and as such opposed 
to the land of κτήτορες ( = possessores, cf. A. S e g i é, Traditio V, 1947, p. 113—• 
114) which has evidently passed into private hands even when it still retained 
its old name of "royal" land. The titles of possession were probably conferred 
during the great census of 297—301 (cf. A. C. J ο h n ŝ o n , L. C. W e s t , 
Byzantine Egypt, p. 16). 

After the big land register discussed above an analogical survey of land of 
the village Psen... (see Commentary to col. I l l 63) is found in col. I l l 63—77, 
col. IY providing a survey by κοίται of the land belonging to the κοινόν of the 
same village. 

The land of the village Psen... is analysed as follows (in arourai): 

col. I l l 69 Royal land 

74 Garden land 

71 orchards 3 j y ~ ^ 

73 κυαμων 

total . 1 i . _L 
; 2 16 32 

3 16 

„ ! A 1 
° 2 16 32 

3 1 

64-65 Land declared as tillable, total 461 -ζ j2 

67, 75 Land declared as chersos 

77 Total of land of the village 4 8 3 - ~ 

• The amount given in 1.74 is 8 1 " ° 2 8 32 

All land belonging to the κοινον κώμης is divided into 21 κείται (in reality 
into 20, since the 19th does not appear in the survey), as shown on p. 36. 

It seems quite certain that the sown land (έσπαρμένη) in the survey by 
κοΐται of col. IV corresponds to the royal land (βασιλική γη) in the survey of 
col. I l l , although there is a small difference in the amount given (the total 
in col. IV : 4 5 5 ^ ^ ar. + t h e unknown area of the 16th κοίτη, col. II 69: 
453 ar.). The area of chersos in col. IV is j6 ar., i.e. only ^ ar. less 
than the area of chersos given in col. I l l 67 and 75. The area of κυαμών (5 y ar.) 
is the same in col. I l l 73 and col. IV 99. So it is evident that both surveys, 
that of col. I l l 63—77 and that of col. IV, concern the same land belonging 
to the κοινον κώμης Ψεν... 

3* 
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42 

κοίτη sown land 
no. (έσπαρμένη) 

ar. 
ι 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

48Γ2 

10 

12 

1 2 - - -ί Δ 1 8 16 

2R1 - -z ö 2 8 32 

1 
4Ϊ6 

orchards 
(παράδεισοι) 

ar. 

κυαμών chersos 

11 1 
16 32 
| 1 1 1 1 
'4 16 32 32 
1 1 

' 4 32 
, 1 1 1 1 
Τ ¥ 64 Τ 
3 1 1 1 1 1 
Ϊ ¥ 16 32 ¥ 16 
,3 1 1 
' 4 ¥ Τ 
1 1 1 1 

'¥ 16 32 16 
1 1 1 1 

' i 8 32 64 
1 1 1 

' 4 ¥ 16 

1 1 
¥ 16 
1 1 1 
8 16 32 

1 1 1 
Τ ¥ 16 
1 
¥ 

15 16 

3 1 — °4 8 

1 1 * 
Total 45532 Ž i 

ι ι ι ** 
2 ¥ 32 64 2 1 - - -- 1 1 I! 16 

* -{"the unknown area of the sown land in the 16th κοίτη. 
** +the unknown area of the orchard land in the 11th and 14th κοίτη. 

It has already been observed before (cf. A. C. J o h n s o n , L. C. W e s t , 
o. c. pp. 20, 152; U. W i 1 c k e n. Grundzüge p. 314) that the abolition of 
the old classification of land transferred the different categories of land to the 
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corporate ownership and responsibility of the village. This observation was 
mainly based on CPR 41 (305 A.D.), a request for a lease addressed to the 
κοινόν of the village, and on P. Princeton 134 (probably 322 A.D.), where both 
private and royal land are described as κωμητική κτησις. 

The land register of the toparchy 

— 
pleonasmos 

ar. 
beltiosis epinemensis 

ar. ar. 

all land tillable 1 1 7 9 0 Ϊ Υ 3 2 0 
in ar. 

„ „ , , 1 1 1 1 
2 2 6 6 2 8 16 32 

1 1 1 
8" 16 32 

royal 
land 

ar. 

ταμιακών αουνδ. 3 y y 

1 1 1 
κτητόρων 3 4 8 1 Τ Î6 32 

Δί 64 

1 1 1 1 
1 2 0 6 Γ 8 32 64 4 5 - - -8 16 305 

private 

land 

ar. 

ταμιακών αουνδ. 8 

κτητόρων 7558ΤΪ6Ϊ2 

θεω... 203 y ~ 

987 ~ 16 

2 ł 

1 1 1 1 
vineyards κτητόρων 411 y -g- j2 64 

ar. 
ca. 18 ca. 47 

orchards ι ταμιακών αουνδ. 2 
I „ „ 1 1 1 ar. | κτητόρων 2 0 4~ ΊΓ 32 ca. 7 

κυαμών or. 42 y 

χαρακών ar. 60 ^ 1 1 1 1 1 
Τ ¥ 16 32 64 2 

The land register of the village Psen... (ar.) 

pleonasmos 

all land tillable 461 y 
1 
32 I 2 8 

1 1 
32 64 

royal land 453 4 
1 
16 Ν ca. 9 

orchards 
1 
8~ 

1 1 
16 32 9 — • 4 

1 1 
16 64 

κυαμών * ï s i 
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In the survey of land of the village Psen... the royal land is the property 
of the κοινον κώμης (col. IY 78: αί ουσαι κοινού κώμης). As sown land, it is op-
posed to the garden land (τάξις παραδείσων) in the survey of col. II. In the 
big land register of the verso the royal and the private land are no more than 
a designation for the seed land, here also opposed to the garden land (χέρσος 
βασιλική and ιδιωτική in col. II 45—47 is the seed land chersos opposed to 
chersampelos and chersoparadeisoi in col. II 48—55), almost all royal land being 
in the hands of κτήτορες. Thus the present text provides a striking confirma-
tion of the conclusions formulated by H. C. Υ o u t i e in his introduction 
to P. Cairo Isid. 3 (p. 39), at the same time proving their validity also for land 
outside Fayum : By the end of the third century the βασιλική γή — with small 
exceptions ("apart from properties retained as imperial estates" according to 
Υ o u t i e) — had passed into private possession, a phenomenon which cer-
tainly cannot be explained only as a consequence of epibole and which now 
appears too general to be limited to the royal land which had fallen out of 
cultivation during the revolt of Domitius Domitianus (see U. W i 1 c k e n, 
Grundzüge p. 312 s. ; W. L. W e s t e r m a n n , P. Cornell p. 101 s. ; A. C. J o h n -
s o n , Aegyptus X X I I , 1952, pp. 61—72). 

Epibole is not mentioned in the land register. However out of land declared 
as tillable certain amounts are noted separately as land άπο πλεονασμού, άπο 
έπινεμήσεως or άπο βελτιώσεως (see p. 37). 

The testimonies for pleonasmos of land are listed by S. L. W a l l a c e , 
Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian, Princeton 1938, p. 364 n. 2. 
It is found also in 303 AD in P. Cornell 20 a III, see also p. 21, II. 50 and 54, 
and probably in P. Cairo Isid 73 1. 8 (άπο πλεονασμού ε[κ]ληψις άρταβών δέκα). 
S. L. W a l l a c e thought it to be "the additions of domain land to various 
classes of landholdings... similar to the έπιβολή κώμης" (p. 21). It seems however 
more probable that πλεονασμός is the new land obtained from a good inunda-
tion of the Nile (suggestion of H. C. Υ o u t i e). 

In the present text pleonasmos appears in all categories of land declared as 
tillable : 

pleonasmos in % 
(approximately) 

Category of land Verso Recto 
all land tillable 19.2 2.6 
royal land 34.4 2.0 
private land 12.8 
θεω 1.0 
vineyards 4.4 
orchards 31.8 
κυαμών 100.0 100.0 
χαρακών 1.3 
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One may note the high percentage of pleonasmos in the royal land in the 
land register of the verso and the fact that in both land registers all land under 
κυαμών is άπο πλεονασμού. 

For epinemesis see P. Cairo Isid 11 intr. p. 102: "The epinemesis is an old 
institution under a new name; it embraces certain administrative expedients 
formerly comprehended under epibole and epimerismos... Consequently the 
epinemesis on royal land consisted of tillable land of the same category, but 
now ownerless or abandoned". Here the epinemesis appears only once in col. I 20 
and comprises 8.7% of the royal land of κτήτορες. 

The beltiosis is found on the royal land of κτήτορες (1.2%), on the land 
under vineyards (11.4%), and under χαρακών (3.3%). I know of no other in-
stance of the use of the word βελτίωσις as referring to land categories (but see 
P. Nessana III 34,8—9, P. Cairo Masp. 97, 67, and also the verb βελτιόω in 
Stud. Pal X X 86, 1. 19; 145, 1. 3; 299, 1. 2; F r. Ρ r e i s i g k e, Ε. Κ i e s s 1 -
i n g, Wörterbuch IY s . v . : "die Ertragsfähigkeit steigern, ameliorieren"). Its 
meaning is however quite clear: "improvement" ( L i d d e l - S c o t t s.v.), 
"amelioration of soil productivity". 

The royal land of κτήτορες amounts according to col. I 16 to 3481 * ^ ar., 
out of which: 

1 1 1 1 
άπο πλεονασμού 1206 4 γ ^ 6i ar· 

1 1 1 
άπο βελτιώσεως χέρσου ar" 

άπο έπινεμήσεως 305 ar. 

Thus the land άπο βελτιώσεως is probably the former royal chersos, which 
was made productive and passed into private hands. Sown, it has become 
βασιλική γή κτητόρων, planted — άμπελος φορίμη or χαρακών. 

It is noteworthy that the beltiosis does not appear on ιδιωτική γή which was, 
as results from its name, also formerly in private possession. 

The epinemesis, opposed here to beltiosis, may be interpreted as a com-
pulsory assessment of tillable but abandoned royal land (cf. H. C. Υ o u t i e, 
1. c. G. P o e t h k e , Epimerismos, Bruxelles 1969, p. 26-27). 

V e r s o 
Col. I 

Μεν]δησίου 
τοπ]αρχίας Φερνουφίτου 

].ρ[. .]. . . .ς υπό Φιλέου κηνσίτορος 
βρεουιο έδάφους κατ' ανδρα 

5 έν τόμ[ω] ένί κολ(λημάτων) υλζ 
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συνή[χθ·η]σαν ένεργοϋς γης απογεγραμ-

μένης Ό Π α (ΐ)λβξδ 

έν [αΐς] άπο πλεονα(σμοϋ) Zr Βσξς ''-'ιςλβ 

άπο βελτιώσεως Ö ([ζ η ϊ ςλβ 

10 χέρσου απογεγραμμένης ζ. Β ^ μ θ 
» 

χερσ[οπαρ]αδεί(σων) Zr ApqS (Ιξδ 
ούτως 

βασιλ(ικής) γης Zr Γυπδ 

ταμι [α]κ(ών) αουνδικιων Zr γ Iq ' 

15 [έν αΙ]ς άπο πλ(εονασμοϋ) Zr β 
1 

κτη[τό]ρων Zr Γυπα ηξδ 

έν αΐς άπο πλ(εονασμοΰ) Ό Ασς άηλβξδ 
άπο βελτιώσεως 

χέρσου & με ί | ΐ ς 

20 και [άπ]ο έπινεμήσεως Ό τε 
9 

ίδιωτ(ικης) Zr Ζφξς ηιςλβ 
ών 

ταμιακών αουνδικ(ιων) Zr rl 
9 

κτη[τό]ρων Ty Ζφνη ηιςλβ 

25 άπ[ό] πλ(εονασμοϋ) 3· «)πζ ις 

θεω.[ ]ερ[ ] ικη . Zr σΥ <1ξδ/ 

ά[πο] πλ(εονασμοϋ) Ζ· β ξΓ 
(γίνονται) τάξεως ΐδιωτ(ικης) ~ Ζψξί) άηιςλβξδ 

C o l I I 

αμπέλου φορίμης Ό υια'.·; [λβξδ 

αϊ ού(σαι) κτητόρων 
έν αίς άπο πλεονασμού Ό ιη.[ 
και άπο βελτιώσεως τ, μζ·[ 

παραδίσων έναρέτων ΰ κβ <3~[ηλβ] 
ών 

ταμιακών αουνδικ(ιων) Ό β 
κτητόρων Ζr κ<?η[λβ] 
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έν αίς πλ(εονασμοϋ) Zr ζ - λβ 
κυαμώνος 

αί οϋί(σαι) άπο πλ(εονασμοϋ) Zr μβ d . . 

40 (γίνονται) τάξεως παραδίσων Zr ξδ Iqiç 

χαρακώνος εμφύτου Ζ ξ ι ; 
έν αϊ ς άπο πλ(εονασμοϋ) Ô· ^Ηςλβξδ 
και άπο βελτιώσεως & β κ 

(γίνονται) ενεργούς αί προκ(είμεναι) 
45 χέρσου ομοίως απογεγραμμένης 

βασιλικ(ής) 
ίδιωτ(ικής) 

χερσαμπέλου 
ών 

50 ταμιακών αουνδικ(ιων) 

κτητόρων 

χερσοπαραδίσων 

ών 

ταμιακ(ών) αουνδικ(ιων) 

55 κτητόρων 
(γίνονται) χ(έρσου) αί προκ(είμεναι) 

R e c t o 

Col. I I I 

χερσ[α]μπέλου & φιγ.[ ] 

χερσοπαραδίσων Zr ιγ L; · 

χέρσου άλμυ[ρί]δος και ξυλ(ίτιδος) Zr χζζ £)[λβ]ξδ 
60 (γίνονται) της τοπ(αρχίας) (π)ασών είδεών 

Ü Π α [ Ε ^ ] λ γ ξΐη^ςλβ 
ών εστίν [το κα]τά κώμην 

κώμης Ψεν. . 

συνήχθησαν ενεργούς γης άπο-

65 γεγραμμένης υξα άλβ 

έν αΐς πλ(εονασμοϋ) & ιβ ηλβξδ 

χέρσου απογεγραμμένης Zr κα ς / 

οΰτως 

βασιλ(ικης) γης 3· υνγ ηις 

Ό σξ . 

Ζ· Ψν · · 

ζ. Αων[η]ΐ_;ξδ 

ΰ νς άη 

Zr Λωβ άςδ 

& οη ιςλβ 

/ 
& ιγ η 

3 ξδάη'[ιςλβ] 
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70 έν αΐς πλ(εονασμοϋ) ίΐ η. . 
παραδίσων έναρ[έ]των & γ άηιςλβ 

έν αΐς πλ(εονασμοϋ) άιςξδ 
κυαμώνος άπο πλ(εονασμοϋ) ε η * 

(γίνονται) τάξεως πχραδ(ίσων) 3· η L;Xß 
75 χέρσου βασιλ(ικής) Tj κα ς / 

(γίνονται) κώμης πασών είδεών 
ΰ· υπγ dXß 

Col. I V 

αί ούσαι κοινού κώμης Ψεν . . . . 
Πετοσείριος Πετοσείριος και Όρσιήσι[ος 

80 μητρός Άρτεμίτος κωμαρχών καί Πετ[ 
ΙΙετοσείριος όριοδίκτου καί ( Ώ ρ ο υ Πετεμούνι[ος] 
καί Άράχ&ου Πετοσείριος καί Πετε β . . 
ριος μειζόνων κώμης καί των άλλων 
πάντων άπό της αύτής κώμης 

85 ών έ'στιν το κατά κοίτη ν 
α κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ö· οβ ΐζ^ παραδίσ(ων) £ λ β ^ β κοί(τη) 
έσπ(αρμένης) 3· μβ (Ιιςλβ παραδ(ίσων) Zr λ β ^ γ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ~· ιγ άλβ 
δ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ϋ> λζ £)"ΐζδ παραδίσων ο· d / ε κοί(τη) 
έσπ(αρμένης) 3- ξα^ηιςλβ παραδ(ίσων) Ö- S 1 ^ ? κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ΰ· μβ ^ 

90 παραδίσων ο· d / ζ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) C· ιηιςξδ παραδίσων 
5· ις^ η κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) Ζ τ κ γ ^ λ β παραδ(ίσων) 5· ξδ 
θ- κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) (> ιθ άηϊς 
ι κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) <3· θ ta κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ο- μη λ β ^ παραδ(ίσων) 
ιβ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) & ι d^ παραδ(ίσων) ί>ηις ιγ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) g. ιβ ξ). 

95 παραδ(ίσων) δ η ι ς λ β ιδ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ô t.|3 dyjiç παραδ(ίσων) & . . 
ιε κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) Tj κη Ι^λβ χέρσου δ- ιεις^ις κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ο- · 
παραδ(ίσων) <3· <3ηι,ς ιζ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) & β παραδ(ίσων) 5 η ) 

ιη κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) & γ χ(έρσου) & γ κ κοί(τη) έσπ(αρμένης) ČŤ δ ις; 

χ(έρσου) ö· γ d^ 
κα κοί(τη) κυαμώνος ΰ· ε η } 

100 (γίνονται) αί προκ(είμεναι) 

Col. I 
1 -5 read almost entirely by J. R e a. 
2 for the Φερνουφίτου toparchy see P. Ryl. II p. 292 and No. 217, 57, 59; cf. P. Oxy 1380, 

57s., Stud. Pal. X V I I p. 17 lines 146, 144, 455, P. Ryl. II 216, 274. 
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3 for the censitor see the Introduction. 
4 perhaps παντός before εδάφους (proposed very doubtfully by J. R e a); κατ' άνδρα although 

the text below is a report according to the classes of land and not according to the land-
holders; in this line we should probably see a reference to the sources: the land register 
has been compiled from the personal declarations of landholders as was e.g. P. Cairo 
Isid. 6, which is however a list of landholders and their properties (cf. P. Cairo Isid. 6 
intr. p. 54). 

6-11 summary report from the toparchy giving the total of all land declared as tillable (11. 6 -9 , 
cf. 11. 13-28, col. II11. 29-44), of all land declared as chersos (1. 10, cf. col. II 45-56) and 
of chersoparadeisoi (1. 11, cf. col. II 57-59). 

6 -7 the land opposed to the χέρσος απογεγραμμένη and χερσοπαράδεισοι, therefore the land 
tillable, is designated here (and also in col. II 44 and col. I l l 64) by an adjective ενεργής, 
the later form of ενεργός used also of land productive or even simply tilled (cf. L i d d e l l 
S c o t t s.v. ενεργής and s.v. ένεργός) 

10-11 the land declared as χέρσος had fallen permanently out of cultivation and so became 
the "waste" land (cf. H. C. Y o u t i e in the intr. to P. Cairo Isid. 6 p. 57). Apart from 
the term χέρσος απογεγραμμένη the present land register notes different kinds of chersos 
like χερσοπαράδεισοι, χερσάμπελος, χέρσος άλμυρίς και ξυλϊτις. Χερσάμπελος is according to 
S c h n e b e l (Die Landwirtschaft p. 18-19) "entweder eine Weinpflanzung, die in ihrer Er-
tragsfähigkeit herabgesetzt ist, oder eine frühere Weinpflanzung, die einmal bestockt 
und in produktivem Zustand gewesen, dann aber aus irgendeinem Grund eingegangen 
ist". Χέρσος άλμυρίς is unproductive salt land and χέρσος ξυλΐτις — bush land, i.e. land 
covered by bushes and therefore unfitted for cultivation (see S c h n e b e l , o.e. p. 14-15). 
Χερσοπαράδεισοι is a term unknown to S c h n e b e l and not found by me in any documents 
published till now. It is formed like χερσάμπελος and may denote also the garden land 
which, formely productive, has subsequently become chersos (see also χερσάρακος in 
P. Hib. 130, χερσάσπορος in Cairo Preis. 47, χέρσαμμος in P. Oxy 988 and other com-
pounds with χέρσος cited by S c h n e b e l , o.e. 15-16). The word χερσοπαράδεισοι appears 
three times in our land register. In col. I 11 it is a designation of a general land category 
(opposed not only to the land declared as tillable, but also to the χέρσος απογεγραμμένη), 
in col. II 52 and in col. I l l 58 it denotes only some part of the land called as a whole 
χέρσος. 

In analysing col. II one may observe the following correspondence: 
in the productive garden land in the garden land chersos 

άμπελος φορίμη χερσάμπελος 
τάξις παραδείσων χερσοπαράδεισοι 

It would be easy to interpret χέρσος απογεγραμμένη of col. I 10 as designating only 
the seed land chersos (col. II 45-47) and χερσοπαράδεισοι of col. I 11 as comprehending 
chersampelos and chersoparadeisoi registered in col. II 48-55. Yet this conclusion is 
proven to be false by the calculation of acreages (see the Introduction): χέρσος απογε-
γραμμένη of col. I 10 comprises not only the seed land chersos (called in col. II 45 also 
χέρσος απογεγραμμένη), but also the chersampelos and chersoparadeisoi (col. II 45-55 
cf. 1. 46), the total of land called in col. I l l 57-59 χερσάμπελος, χερσοπαράδεισοι and χέρσος 
άλμυρίς και ξυλϊτις being given in col. I l l under the heading χερσοπαράδεισοι. I can offer 
no explanation why χερσάμπελος and χερσοπαράδεισοι are once listed as χέρσος άπογγραμ-
μένη and once as χερσοπαράδεισοι. 

13-28 the survey of seed land tillable. 
14 for ταμιακών αουνδικιων see the Introduction 
21 probably the same abbreviation as in col. II 47: ϊδιω)( ; it can be resolved only in ιδιω-

τικής) . 
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21-28 the land registered here belongs to the τάξις Ιδιωτική (1. 28; it is the seed land, contrary 
to the observation formulated by W i l c k e n , Grundzüge p. 304, cf. P. K a l é n 18,10 comm.) ; 
it is composed of the ιδιωτική γή (11. 21-25) and of land designated as to. [(I. 26). 

26 perhaps θεών [ί]ερ[ατ]ικής, it seems to be a temple land which was listed together with 
former private land in the τάξις ιδιωτική. 

Col. II 
29-44 the survey of the productive garden land. 

29 the exact area under vineyards (fraction of aroura) resulting from calculation, see the 
table of productive land in the Introduction. 

40 τάξις παραδείσων comprises παράδεισοι ενάρετοι (1. 33) and κυαμών (11. 38-39, the same in 
col. I l l 71-74), the vineyards (άμπελος φορίμη) and χαρακών are not counted to the τάξις 
παραδείσων. 

41 the word χαρακών, disregarded by S c h n e b e l , is found in BGU 961,1 and P. Ryl. 427 
(frs. 19 and 39); the interpretation of L i d d e l l - S c o t t (s.v. "perhaps vineyard contain-
ing staked vines") seems to be impossible here; the χαρακών έμφυτος could be perhaps 
a planation of reeds( ?) out of which were made vine-props — χάρακες. 

43-56 the survey of land declared as chersos. 
55 the exact area of χερσοπαράδεισοι of κτήτορες resulting from calculation; see the table 

of chersos in the Introduction. 

Col. I l l 
57-61 the end of the land register of the verso (see the Introduction). 
60-61 the total of all land of the toparchy (cf. D. 76-77 the total of all land of the village) re-

sulting from the addition of the land declared as tillable, of the land declared as chersos 
and of the chersoparadeisoi (col. I 6 -7 , 10, 11) 

62 read by J. R e a . 
63-77 the land register of the village Ψεν... 

63 the name of the village, found also in col. IV 78, illegible; the second letter could be al-
so υ ; Ψενεσει proposed in 1. 78 ( "very doubtfully") by J. R e a . 

74 for τάξις παραδείσων see Commentary to col. II 40. 

Col. IV 
78 for the κotvöv κώμης see A. C. J o h n s o n , L. C. W e s t , Byzantine Egypt, p. 151-152 (cf. also 

pp. 94 and 325). According to these authors "this κοινόν is evidently made up of the village 
officials and leading citizens" (p. 152). Here the members of the κοινόν are two komarohs, 
one όριοδείκτης, two μείζονες κώμης and "some others, all from the same village". The 
same officials appear also in the land declarations of P. Cornell 20 of 302 AD. 

83 for μείζονες κώμης see W. L. W e s t e r m a n n in the commentary to P. Cornell 20, 9 (summ-
ing up the earlier known evidence to which one may add now P. Col. inv. 181 and 182 = 
= SB 8246, already much later) and C. R o u i l l a r d , Vadministration civile de l'Egypte 
Byzantine, Paris 1928, pp. 69-71. 

[Warszawa] Anna Świderek 


