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P. OXY. VI 988:
LOAN OF WHEAT AND BARLEY

he lower part of a loan of wheat and barley written out in duplicate by the

same hand. Grenfell and Hunt published a short description of the papy-
rus with a transcript of col. ii. 2-10 in volume VI of The Oxyrhynchus Papyri (p.
324). I am grateful to the authorities of the Cambridge University Library,
where the papyrus is now kept, for their permission to publish this text here.

The document is drawn up in the form of a cheirograph, typical for this
type of contract at the time.! To judge from the date of the repayment, after the
harvest (Pauni), this is probably a loan for sowing. Loans of wheat are com-
mon in our documentation, but loans of barley, or involving barley, are rela-
tively few.2 This should occasion no surprise, given the dominance of grain in

1 (Near-)contemporary Oxyrhynchite loans of wheat made through informal cheirographs in-
clude P. Oxy. XLIX 3493-3494 (175), XII 1474. 11ff. (216), P. Mich. XI 614. 15-33 (225), P. Oxy. XXII
2350 (223/4), LXI 4117 (240); P. Oxy. LXIV 4439 (258/9), a loan of barley, is also a cheirograph. The
contracts P. Oxy. VII 1040 (225), P. Col. X 277 (225), P. Oxy. XIV 1640 (250) are styled as ypapporta.

2 As far as I can see, barly is mentioned in the following loans of the Roman and Byzantine pe-
riods: Loans of barley: P. Berl. Moller (= SB IV 7341) (3), P. Oxy. LXIV 4439 (258/9), P. Col. X 283
(306), P. NYU. 23 (326/7), BGU XII 2197 (VI) (for P. Vind. Sijp. 11 [IV], ¢f. H. C. YOUTIE, Scriptiuculae
[Amsterdam 1973] 1 410f.); of wheat and barley: P. Kron. 9 (111), PSI I 42 (IV); of money and barley:
P. Flor. 172 (128/9), P. Stras. IV 230 (143-44), P. Mert. III 110 (154), P. Gen. I 43 (226); of money,
wheat and barley: P. Stras. III 143 (III). Cf. also P. Ross. Georg. 11 18. 28. 120-4, an abstract of a loan of
barley and other commodities, P. Oxy. XII 1472 (136), wich refers to a nopabixn of wheat and
barley made in 127-28. Of the 24 repayments of loans in kind collected in P. Heid. VII p. 104, only 3
relate to barley, as opposed to 22 involving wheat. Also in the so-called “sales in advance of deliv-
ery” dating up to 300 (for lists of these documents see H.-A. RUPPRECHT, Kleine Einfithrung in die
Papyruskunde [Darmstadt 1994] 119; add P. Leid. Inst. 25 introd.), the ratio of wheat to barley is
about 4 to 1. But in the Byzantine period we witness a very different picture: of the 145 such
examples listed in P. Heid. V, pp. 296-301, (at least) 19 involve barley, but only (at least) 15 relate to
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the crop schedules in Hellenistic and Roman Egypt.3 For a concise discussion
of loans in the papyri and bibliography see H.-A. Rupprecht, Kleine Einfiihrung
in die Papyruskunde (Darmstadt 1994) 118 ff. For duplicate documents of this
kind see P. Ups. Frid. 5,27 n., P. Col. X 287 introd.

The back of the papyrus carries a memorandum concerning the sale of un-
productive land; that text was fully transcribed in P. Oxy. VL.

CUL Add. Mss. 5888 15x18.4cm 26 November 224
col. i

traces

1]fic 8¢ xp1Bfic dpraPac tpeic. dno-
dd]cw 8¢ cor 1é mpoxeipeva kepdhana

4 cdv 10]ic Srapdporc 1@ Modvi pnvi
100 év]ect@dtoc TeTdpTov EToVC £’ GAW
“Iciov M]oryyd: véo kaBopd &dolo: oo
KEKOCK | IvELPEVQL, TOV MEV VPOV (Kol )}

8 dxpeB]ov dc eic 16 dnudciov petpodpe-
vov, Th]v 8¢ [x]p1B[h]v xaAdc nenoué-
vy xlopic aip[n]c xai dBépoc, ndvra
uétpe] 1@ npoxewu[év]w, ® xod napeidnoa,

12 dvev nt]acnc brepBéce[mc] xai ebpnciroyi-
ac, ywoluévince cot tiic [r]pagenc napd
1€ £pod] kol £k 1@V Yrap[xdv]twv pot mav-
10v. kJbprov 10 xepdypagov diccov

16 ypapev] br’ pod 10D AdpnAiov Cepivou
10D ko] "AAeEdvdpov mavtoyf Entpepd-
pevov xoi] movti 1@ LnEp cod Empépovrt.
nept 8&] 10D Tadta dpBdc koAdc yeyeviic-

wheat (see ibid. p. 303 nn. 16, 17). This of course requires explanation, but that goes beyond the
scope of this note.

3 See M. ScHNEBEL, Die Landuwirtschaft im hellenistischen Agypten (Miinchen 1925) 97f.; D. CRAW-
FORD, Kerkeosiris. An Egyptian Village in the Ptolemaic Period (Cambridge 1971), tables XIII-XVII; H.-].
DREXHAGE, Preise, Miete/Pachten, Kosten und Lohne (St. Katharinen 1991) 11; R. S. BAGNALL, Egypt in
Late Antiquity (Princeton 1993) 25. Another good example of the predominance of wheat is pro-
vided by P. Berl. Leihg. 1 1 verso: this document of 164, which records the total amounts of seed dis-
bursed for the various categories of public land at Theadelphia, shows that the seed-loans issued
to cultivators of the ousiac land consisted of some 426 artabas of wheat, as opposed to only c. 29
artabas of barley (ii 16-20, iii 5-7). (For this text see M. L. SHARP, “The village of Theadelphia in the
Fayum: Land and population in the second century AD” [in:] A. K. BowMAN, E. ROGAN [eds.],
Agriculture in Egypt from Pharaonic to Modern Times, Oxford 1998 [Proceedings of the British Academy
96] 161 n. 10.)



P. OXY. V1988: LOAN OF WHEAT AND BARLEY 21

20 Bon én)epwBeic dpordynce. Erovc
tetdpto]v Adtokpatopoc Kaicapoc Mapkou
Adpnhio]v Ceoviipov "AheEavEpov Edcefode
Edtuxod]c CeBact[o]d (m. 2) “ABbp A.

col. ii

[ thc 8¢ xp)-
B7ic apraPac tpeic. anoddcw 8¢ cor 1o
npoxemeva KEQAAOLOL COV TOIC cuvaxen
copévoic drapoporc 1@ Madv unvi
4 700 évecT@toC TETAPTOL £T0VC £’ BA®
“Iciov Maryyd: véa xaBopd ddola &fwlo. xe-
KOCKIVEVUEVA, TOV MEV TUPOV { Kot )
dxpetfov dc eic 10 dnudciov petpodpevoy,
8 1:1‘1v o¢ xptehv KOADC nenampévnv xXO-
pic oupnc Kol aeepoc navTo PETP T® TPO-
KEéve, G Kol napetkn(pa av([e]v maenc
or[e] pB€[ce]wc xai eupnako’ytac, [yjvop[évinc
12 cg[t tfic npé&emc mapé te uod [kai] éx [t]dv
DRrapXOVTI@V pot mévimv. kvpiov t[0] xe1pd-
ypagov diccov ypagey v’ €pod tod AdpnAiov
Ceprivov 100 kai "AleEavdpov mavtoyfi Entge-
16 POLEVOV KO TOVTL T® DREP cOD EMPEPOVTL.
nept 8& 10D tadta OpBdc xohddc yeyeviicBon
énepwmBeic dpoAdynca. #rovc TeTdpTon
Avtoxpatopoc Kaicapoc Mapxov AdpnAiov Ceovijpov
20 "AdeEavdpov Edcefodc Evtuyode CeBactod ‘ABbp A.

[i6]=ii51 &BoAai8 =ii 7 L. axpiBov

(col. ii)

“... three artabas of barley. I'shall give back to you the aforesaid capital with the
addition of the accrued yields in the month (of) Pauni of the current fourth year at
the threshing-floor of Ision Panga (in wheat and barley which are) new, pure, free
of fraud and earth, sieved, the wheat free of barley as if it were being measured in
the public granary, the barley well trodden and free of darnel and chaff, every-
thing (measured) by the aforesaid measure, by which I have also received them,
without any delay or excuse, you having the right of execution from me and from
all my property. The cheirograph, written in duplicate by me, Aurelius Serenos
alias Alexandros, is binding to be presented in evidence in any place and for any
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person who presents it in evidence on your behalf. On being asked whether this
has been rightly and fairly done, I assented. The fourth year of Imperator Caesar
Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander Pius Felix Augustus, Hathyr 30.”

COMMENTARY

i1=iil. 1]fic 8¢ kp1Bfc dptdPoc tpeic must have been preceded by 10D pév nvpod &ptd-
Bac followed by a numeral.

i4 =ii 3. S ragoporc. For the term and its translation as ‘yield” see P. Col. X 277, 11 n. It
should be borne in mind, however, that “diagopov basically, of course, means ‘dif-
ference.” Hence it ... is used to denote interest (which is, after all, the difference
between what the borrower receives and what he repays). . . didgopov, like
fnoAio, was used only of interest in kind on loans in kind.” (N. LEwis, TAPA76
[1945] 128 = On Government and Law in Roman Egypt. Collected Papers of Naphtali
Lewis., ed. A. E. HANSON, Atlanta 1995 [= American Studies in Papyrology, 33] 19).

ii 2-3. covayBncopév[olic. This is the first instance of the word applying to didgopov, but
its use with t6xoc is common. The participle does not appear in the first copy; this
is the only point where the two copies differ.

1@ [Modvt pnvi. “[O]f loans of wheat, 42 out of 61 are to be repaid in Payni” (Z. M.
PACKMAN, JJP 19 [1983] 21).

i 6-10 = ii 5-9. For the conditions set here see ]. HERMANN, Studien zur Bodenpacht im
Recht der graeco-aegyptischen Papyri (Miinchen 1958) 105f.; D. HENNIG, Untersu-
chungen zur Bodenpacht im ptolemdisch-rémischen Agypten (Miinchen 1967) 11f.

i 7-8 = ii 6-7. mupodv {xai} éxpeBov. I have bracketed {xai} bringing the text into line
with P. Berl. Leihg. I 20. 24 (149) and P. Oxy. XLVII 3354. 41 (257). The same idio-
syncratic sequence also occurs in P. Harr. I 80. 32 (249), where the suggestion re-
corded in BL III 79 should be abandoned.

110 =1ii 9. aipnc: dicnc ed. pr. The correction was made in P. Koln III 149. 33 n. (= BL VII
133), and has now been confirmed on the original.

i10 = ii 8-9. xohdc neronpévny xopic aipnc kai dBépoc. The phrase seems to be peculiar
to Oxyrhynchite documents: besides this, cf. also P. Fouad 43. 46ff. (land lease;
190-1), P. Koln 1II 149. 32f. (ditto; III) P. Oxy. XLVII 3354. 41f. (agricultural agree-
ment; 257). But note that the yopic aipnc xai d8époc clause is absent from the loan
of barley P. Oxy. LXIV 4439 (258/9).

i 13-15 = ii 11-13. For the praxis clause see D. SIMON, Studien zur Praxis der Stipulations-
klausel (Miinchen 1964).

i15-17 = ii 13-15. For the formula cf. P. Oxy. LXI 4117. 16-18 (240) x0p1ov 10 x1pdypogov |
anho[d]v ypopev br’ €nod 10D AvpnAiov | O¢[w]vo[c] with the editor’s note (where
the reference to P. Vind. Tand. 32 is a misprint for P. Vind. Tand. 23); cf. also P.
IFAO 16.9 (197).

i 15 = ii 13. xOp1ov. For the clause see M. HASSLER, Die Bedeutung der Kyria-Klausel in den
Papyrusurkunden (Berlin 1960) 19ff. ; H. ]. WOLFF, Das Recht der griechischen Papyri
Agyptens (Miinchen 1978) 11 145f., 155ff.
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i15 =i 13-14. xe1pdypagov. For the term see WOLFF, op. cit. 106 ff.
i16-17 =ii 14-15. An Aurelius Serenos alias Alexandros is not known from elsewhere.

i 17-18 = ii 15-16. novtaxij émgepopevov. For the formulation and its changes across the
centuries see B. E. NIELSEN, BASP 27 (1990) 100.

i 17-19 =i 15-18. The formulas also in P. Oxy. XXII 2350. i. 27-30 (223), P. Col. X 277 (29.
xi. 225); cf. also P. Mich. XVIII 792. 27-29 n.

i19 =ii 18. énepwmBeic dpordmca. Cf. SIMON, op. cit. 44 ff., with the remarks of C. PRE-
AUX, CE 42 (1967) 140ff.

i23. 'ABbp A is awkwardly shaped, as if it was written by a second hand and with a
different pen. But the second copy has nothing similar at this point.
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