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Reverend Professor Roman Malek SVD was born on October 

3, 1951, in Bytów (Western Kashubia). In 1969, he joined the Divine 
Word Society – starting from the Divine Word Missionaries Seminary 
in Pieniężno (Warmia). While studying philosophy and theology (1970-
1976), he got interested particularly in the science of religions and is-
sued a series of scientific articles in: „Collectanea Theologica”, „Anthro-
pos”, „Przegląd Orientalistyczny” [Orientalistic Review], „Chrześcijanin 
w Świecie” [A Christian in the World], „W drodze” [On the Road], „Prze-
wodnik Katolicki” [Catholic Guidebook] and others. In 1976, at the John 
Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, he defended his Master Thesis 
entitled Nowa religia Japonii: Tenri-kio. Studium monograficzne ze szcze-
gólnym uwzględnieniem doktryny [A  New Japanese Religion: Tenri-kio. 
A Monographic Study with a Special Attention to the Doctrine] (supervi-
sors: Rev. T. Chodzidło SVD and Rev. H. Zimoń SVD) and took his 
holy orders to the priesthood (minister: Bishop B. Czapliński). He was 
then devoted to scientific assignments in the „Monumenta Serica” Si-
nological Institute in Sankt Augustin near Bonn. He completed studies 
in the science of religions and history, sinology and Japanese studies 
at the Bonn University. There, he gained the title of the Doctor of Phi-
losophy in sinology (1984) and earned his habilitation (2002). He taught 
science of religions and sinology at the Theological Faculty in Sankt 
Augustin, at the Bonn University as well as other foreign higher insti-
tutes (among others, in the Philippines, Taiwan, Poland). Rev. Roman 
Malek SVD is a  full member of the Asian Section of the Ambrosiana 
Academy in Milan. He initiated the foundation of the Michael Boym SJ  
„Sinicum” Society in Warsaw. In 1992-2012, he was the president of the 
Sinological Institute „Monumenta Serica” and the editor-in-chief of the 
following journals: „Monumenta Serica – Journal of Oriental Studies” 
(1992-2011), „Monumenta Serica Monograph Series” (1985-2012) and 
„Collectanea Serica” (1986-2012). He is an author, co-author, editor and 
publisher to a few hundreds of scientific publications in English, Chi-
nese, German and Polish.


