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teaching the  history of science, and subsequently to convoke a  .special 
International Symposium • to  this end. The problems of teaching th e  
history of .science should also be subject for discussion a t the forth­
coming X lth International Congress of the History of Science.

A. Teske /

Professor Ranchi mentioned in ihis lecture among difficulties w ith 
which the teaching of the bistory of science is confronted, also th e  
following one: th e  students p refer to focus the ir attention and th e ir  
activity on the present state of the  discipline they  have chosen, and 
on its fu rther 'progress ra ther than  an  its history; only very  few  are 
interested’ in  this la tter respect. This is — and therew ith no polemical 
rem ark is intended, only a  simple statem ent — a  ra th e r  sound situa­
tion, as all w e couild wish is only th a t the proportion of students may 
change a little  in  favour of the historical group.

But even if i t  'does not Change, I think, th is  difficulty can be over­
come. For it  should be  possible to teach th e  history of a given discipline 
in such a way, as to m ake it  of essential and  immediate use for the 
study of this discipline itself, as to enable us — to  .say it by the w ay 
of an  example — to  educate better chemists and  be tte r physicists. In  
a somewhat rudim entary form  the  historical points of view are  in  
common use in  the ordinary way of teaching.

Indeed, when lecturing for instance on th e  theory of relativ ity , 
nobody willl omit to  introduce the students into the  former conceptions 
of space and time. And if w e enlarge th is picture by  giving th e  s tuden ts  
not only the views of Newton, but also those of MaCh and of Lorentz, 
and by introducing a  broader philosophical background, w e w ill no t 
loose the 'connection w ith our discipline. And it  w ill help  the  students, 
to understand better the [present issue.

True, w e can not expect to have another 'historical chair attached 
to every existing one. But fortunately there are large fields of scientific 
research which, in  despite of their greatness, form a certain  unity  — 
physics for instance or chem istry — and which are  represented by 
a whole ensemble of chairs. So, the situation is no t so 'difficult, and  
a  historical chair connected with such an  ensemble could of course 
serve not only didactic purposes of the whole ensemble bu t perform  
also research w ork in  th e  history of science.

A. P. Youchkevitch

In order tha t a course in  th e  history of one or another science a t  
the respective faculty of th e  University m ay make a success, i t  has 
to fulfil, in  any case, two conditions'. It ought to  be interesting to  th e


