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abstract: Theban tomb 1152 is situated on an unnamed hill to the south of the valley, where an 
unfinished mortuary complex of amenemhat sehetepibre is located. The original design of the 
tomb seems to originate from the middle Kingdom. pharaonic material still present in the tomb 
and datable to a period from the second intermediate period to the beginning of the late period, 
as well as coptic remains, indicate that the tomb was repeatedly reused. The complex consisted of 
an open courtyard and a rock-cut interior featuring an entrance corridor ending in a cult chamber. 
a shaft opening in the floor of the cult chamber has not been fully excavated yet. 
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a team from the polish centre of medi-
terranean archaeology, University of 
Warsaw, headed by tomasz górecki 
(national museum in Warsaw), has 
been investigating the site at sheikh abd 
el-gurna in West Thebes since 2003 (for 
a discussion of the results of this work, see 
successive reports in the PAM Journal for 
the relevant seasons). one of the team’s 
objectives was the exploration of the inside 
and neighborhood of tomb mma 1152, 
which was found to have been used both in 
the pharaonic (dynastic) times and in the 
coptic period (górecki 2004; szpakowska 
2007). The original design of the tomb 
seems to originate from the middle 

Kingdom (judging by the earliest pottery, 
which is of middle Kingdom date, that is, 
late eleventh and early twelfth dynasty, 
see rzeuska, orzechowska 2005: 248–
250, fig. 1). The architecture represents 
the corridor type ii B (represented in 
West Thebes by tombs: 804, 806, 811, 
1103, 1115 and 1118, arnold 1971: 47). 
The tomb is located on an unnamed hill 
to the south of the unfinished mortuary 
complex of amenemhat sehetepibre. 
The tomb entrance faced east, toward 
the ramesseum, where other middle 
Kingdom tombs have been found (Quibell 
1898: 3–4). it is located 150.08 m above 
sea level.  
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The tomb had an open courtyard, which 
would have been planned to be surrounded 
by a mud-brick wall. The wall seems to 
have never been built and the same refers 
to a possible brick casing of the rock 
tomb facade. cuts in the rock indicate the 
northern and southern limits of the court-
yard. in the center of the facade there was 
a doorway leading to a horizontal corridor 
located on an east–west axis. The rock was 
smoothed in the upper right corner of 
the entrance [Fig. 2]. The work was never 
finished probably because the rock was too 
friable. smoothed rock like this around the 
door opening is the first known example of 
this practice in the Theban necropolis.
 The first element of the internal struc-
ture is a corridor 19 m long, leading 
into a square rock-cut chamber [Fig. 1]. 

its height ranged from 4.30 m at its begin-
ning to approximately 3.90 m at its end, 
while the width stood at 3 m at the bottom 
over the entire length, being variable 
at mid-height: 2.80 m at the entrance, 
2.70 m around the middle and 2.50 m by 
the end, and diminishing at ceiling level, 
from 2.70 m by the entrance, through 
2.60 m near the middle to 2.50 m by the 
corridor’s end. The perspective trick of 
diminishing width and height give the 
impression of a much longer corridor than 
in reality. Upon discovery, the corridor was 
filled with debris (szpakowska 2007: 275, 
fig. 1). accumulations in the entrance 
were just 1.50 m high, but at the highest 
point they reached 3.50 m in thickness. 
 about 6.50 m from the corridor 
entrance there was a small chamber cut 

architectUre 

Fig. 1.  Theban tomb 1152. Bottom of the shaft, sloping passage and burial chamber(?) still filled with 
debris (Drawing M. Caban, based on original documentation by M. Słowińska and S. Maślak) 
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under the rock floor, on the left side of 
the corridor. The entrance to the chamber 
was 1.10 m wide, the passage leading in 
for 1 m, but the shaft was only 0.55 m 
wide by 0.90 m long. The irregular surface 
of the chamber is approximately 2.80 m 
by 2.20 m and about 1.30–1.50 m high. 
its shape and localization indicate that it 
was a serdab, where wooden models would 
have been deposited in middle Kingdom 
times (complete sets of funerary models 
have been found in three tombs, that of 
meshet from asyut, pepiankh from meir 
and meketre from West Thebes, Winlock 
1920: 15). not having been finished, this 
particular chamber was not used in the 
original tomb, but was made use of during 
the coptic period (górecki 2010: 301, 
fig. 5).
 in the north wall of the corridor there 
was a small, irregular chamber which was 
approximately 1.30–1.40 m high and 

decreasing toward the back. The rock-cut 
entrance was 0.80 m wide and approxi-
mately 1.10 m high. The floor of the 
chamber was approximately 2.40 m by 
2.40 m and was on the same level as the 
corridor floor.
 two trenches opened in the corridor 
fill revealed a clear stratigraphy from 
pharaonic to coptic times. The bottom 
layer referred to the earliest phase with 
powdered limestone being used to level the 
irregular bedrock under a presumed floor 
of limestone or sandstone slabs [Fig. 3]. 
no such slabs were found in mma 1152 in 
the course of the excavations, but floors of 
this kind in entrance corridors are known 
from other tombs of high officials from the 
Theban necropolis (Winlock 1920: 16; 
1923: 16, figs 9,10). 
 Jambs located on either side of the 
corridor at its end constituted the entrance 
to a cult chamber (górecki 2007: fig. 2; 

Fig. 2.  Smoothed rock by the upper corner of the doorframe 
          (Photo P. Chudzik)
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the thick mud-brick wall in the foreground 
in this view belonged to the sleeping area of 
the coptic hermitage installed inside the 
tomb). Both jambs were cut in the rock. 
The width of the right one (0.90 m at the 
bottom, 0.60 m at the highest point) was 
greater than that of the left one (0.65 m 
at the bottom, 0.54 m at the highest point). 
The chamber was an irregular rectangle in 
shape, drawn out slightly on a north–south 
axis. The walls at the bottom measured: 
5.45 m on the north, 6.05 m on the south, 

7.40 m on the east and 7.25 m on the west. 
They are damaged today, but the cutting 
had evidently been completed. it is not 
clear when the small irregular niche in the 
east wall, to the left of the entrance, was 
cut.  
 a shaft opened in the floor of the cult 
chamber. its depth could not be ascertained 
precisely due to debris filing its bottom 
(górecki, szpakowska 2008: 307–308, 
fig. 3), but it was at least 18.50 m. at the 
top the shaft measured 3.50 m (e–W) by 
1.90 m (n–s), at the bottom reached in 
the excavation: 3.88 m (e–W) by 1.85 m 
(n–s). a niche (1.38 m wide, 0.80 m high 
and 1.90 m deep) was located in the north 
wall of the shaft, its lower edge approxi-
mately 16.50 m below the floor of the cult 
chamber. The niche opening was 1.90 m 
from the west wall and 0.95 m from the east 
wall. The top of an entrance to a sloping 
passage was located in the east wall at the 
bottom of the shaft, 18.05 m below the 
floor level of the cult chamber. The passage 
led down toward the east, to another shaft, 
room or burial chamber. it was 1.73 m 
wide and sloped downward at an angle of 
approximately 20°. after 4.20 m it ended 
on a wall. debris from the bottom of the 
shaft, passage and other structures beyond 
it was not cleared.  
 traces of chisels recorded on the walls 
provided insight into rock-cutting tech-
niques. middle Kingdom tomb builders 
apparently used copper chisels, which were 
1.6 cm wide, to cut both the long corridor 
and the walls of the cult chapel.   

Fig. 3.  Powdered limestone (1) in the west part 
of the entrance corridor trench 

          (Photo W. Wojciechowski) 

tomb 1152 was evidently prepared for 
one of the court officials of the middle 
Kingdom in Thebes. it can be dated to the 

end of the eleventh or the beginning of the 
twelfth dynasty (chudzik 2012: 122–
123). The owner of the tomb is thought to 

recapitUlation   



preliminary remarks on the architecture of Theban tomb 1152 at sheikh abd el-gurna
egypt

197

pam 22, research 2010

patryk chudzik
institute of archaeology, University of Wrocław
50-139 Wrocław, ul. szewska 48
pchudzik71@gmail.com 

references

arnold, di.
 1971 Grabung im Asasif 1963–1970. Das Grab des Inj-jtj.f. Die Architektur [=AV 4], mainz 

am rhein: philipp von Zabern
arnold, do. 
 1991 amenemhat i and the early twelfth dynasty at Thebes, Metropolitan Museum Journal 

26, 5–48
chudzik, p.
 2012 prywatne grobowce skalne w tebach Zachodnich na przełomie Xi i Xii dynastii [private 

rock-cut tombs in Western Thebes at the end of the eleventh and at the beginning of 
the twelfth dynasty] [in:] p. chudzik, W. ejsmond (eds), Materiały z III Konferencji 
Studentów Archeologii Starożytnego Egiptu, Wrocław, 19–20 maja 2011, Wrocław: 
instytut archeologii Uniwersytetu Wrocławskiego, 116–131

górecki, t.
 2004 sheikh abd el-gurna coptic hermitage. first interim report, PAM 15 (Reports 2003), 

173–179
 2007 sheikh abd el-gurna (hermitage in tomb 1152). preliminary report, 2005, PAM 17 

(Reports 2005), 263–272
 2010 sheikh abd el-gurna. hermitage in tomb 1152 and chapel in tomb 1151, PAM 19 

(Reports 2007), 297–303
górecki, t., szpakowska, e.
 2008 sheikh abd el-gurna. archaeological activities in the hermitage in tomb 1152, PAM 18 

(Reports 2006), 305–310
rzeuska, t.i., orzechowska, m.
 2005 pharaonic pottery from sheikh abd el-gurna, PAM 16 (Reports 2004), 248–256
Quibell, J.e.
 1898 The Ramesseum, london: B. Quaritch

have moved to the north with king sehet-
epibre amenemhat, leaving his funerary 
complex unfinished (arnold 1991: 18). 
 While the tomb was apparently never 
finished, some parts of the interior, like the 
entrance corridor and the cult chapel, were 
practically ready. tomb 1152 is the fifth 
known example of a tomb at Thebes with 
a chamber for models, the others being the 
tombs of meketre (Winlock 1920: 16, figs 
4,5), ipy (Winlock 1922: 33, fig. 31), and 

mma 801 and tt 313 (henenu), which 
have not been published. in this case, 
however, the chamber for models was not 
completed and was probably never used 
for its intended  purpose. on the other 
hand, archaeological evidence indicates 
repeated reuse of the tomb in the second 
intermediate period through the beginning 
of the late period and again in the coptic 
age (although for non-sepulchral purposes 
at this time). 
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