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We give readers the fourth volume of „Political Preferences”, an in-
terdisciplinary journal devoted to the study of voting behavior issues, espe-
cially political determinants of identification. Magazine publishers are the 
Institute of Political Science and Journalism at the University of Silesia and 
the Center for Innovation, Technology Transfer and Development Foundation 
of  the  University of Silesia. Patronage of the project holds Polish Political 
Science Association and the Society for Academic Initiatives. The research 
community centered around „Political Preferences” was initiated by the Section 
at the Polish Electoral Studies Political Science Association and is actively in-
volved in international research projects devoted to electoral behavior.

Journal in his intention promote empirical research in the plane of elec-
toral behavior. Multidimensional and interdisciplinary research in political cir-
cumstances of individuals and their motivation to participate actively in politi-
cal life is important for the development of civil society, one of the important 
dimensions of the electoral participation. Magazine publishers are particularly 
keen on cooperation with researchers of different disciplines who take an empi-
rical analysis of the problem of political preferences: political science, psycho-
logy, sociology, linguistics, philosophy, and others. The degree of involvement 
of citizens and ultimately the decisions made in the electoral process is subject 
to many levels, giving you the opportunity to take the identification and analy-
sis of the correlation existing between them.

This issue of „Political Preferences,” in contrast to the previous, is a re-
port of empirical research, but devoted to the diversity of issues, the common 
denominator is the study of reality social, political and economic, affecting 
voting behavior. This is another step in the development of writing, involving 
not only the extension of the existing formula, but also its internationaliza-
tion. The  international dimension „Political Preferences” has been achieved 
not only by initiating the release number in the English language, but also 
by expanding the group of authors and reviewers who write about the people 
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(DIS)TRUST INTO THE RULE OF LAW 
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Abstract: 

After the collapse of the non-democratic regime in the early 1990s, pu-
blic opinion surveys became important factor in the process of democratic de-
cision-making. Author is analysing the results of public opinion surveys, which 
bring together data on the attitude of the general public towards democracy, 
(dis)satisfaction with the political situation and (dis)satisfaction with most im-
portant political and administrative institutions with special emphasis given 
to  the public’s (dis)trust toward the rule of law. Based on the data obtained 
article allocates Slovenia’s position compared to other established European 
democracies as well as post-communist countries from Central and Eastern 
Europe (CEE) on the scale of the relationship of the dimensions of societal 
(dis)trust in political power.
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Introduction

In all post-socialist countries, democratisation was a process that re-
sulted in the establishment of a democratic political system similar to that 
of Western European countries. It is a process of changing the regime from 
the beginning to the end and includes the concepts of transition and consolida-
tion. The consolidation of democracy is a process that encompasses the com-
plete establishment of new democratic institutions, the adoption of democratic 
rules and procedures, and the general acceptance of democratic values. Political 
changes that stem from the top can also play an important role in accelerating 

of the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Slovenia. Political Preferences editors ho-
pes to continue this trend in the future and taking up research projects a wider 
range of electoral behavior scholars.

The fourth volume of „Political Preferences” consists 13 scientific pa-
pers, referring to the study of electoral behavior from the perspective of diffe-
rent disciplines including: law, politics, sociology, psychology, history, science 
communication. The presented study, referring to the different level of genera-
lization and analysis applications is characterized by a high level of content and 
intention of problematic treatment of research subjects. We hope that it will be 
useful for other researchers and will provide a solid basis for further projects 
exploring issues of electoral behavior.
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