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Stephen Spencer is Professor of English and Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 
at Wilmington College, where he has taught American literature and writing. He has 
published articles on pedagogy, race, and multicultural literature of the United States 

Anita Patterson is Associate Professor of English and American Studies at Boston 
University. She is author of From emerson to king: Democracy, Race, and the politics of 
protest (New York: Oxford UP., 1997), and Race, American literature and Transnational 
modernisms, which is forthcoming from Cambridge University Press. She is currently 
writing her next book, on Modernist Japonisme in the Americas.. 

Maureen Waters O’Neill is a specialist in North American Studies, including the 
literature and history of Canada and the United States. She obtained her PhD in Com-
parative and General Literature from the Université Paris III, Sorbonne Nouvelle. She 
has taught courses in North American language, literature, history and civilization at 
various institutions in France. Currently she teaches at the Université Paris I, Panthéon-
Sorbonne.

Karen Richman is a cultural anthropologist who studies religion, migration, transna-
tionalism, performance, gender, labor and consumption in the United States, Haiti and 
Mexico. She is the Director of the Migration and Border Studies center at the Institute 
for Latino Studies at University of Notre Dame. Her 2005 book, migration and Vodou 
(New Diasporas Series of the University Press of Florida), explores migration, religious 
experience and ritual transformation in a far-flung Haitian community. Among her 
recent and current journal articles and book chapters are “Peasants, Migrants and the 
Discovery of African Traditions: Ritual and Social Change in Lowland Haiti” (Journal 
of Religion in Africa, in press), “Innocent Imitations? Mimesis and Alterity in Haitian vo-
dou Art, Tourism and Anthropology” (ethnohistory, in press), “Miami Money and the 
Home Girl” (Anthropology and humanism, 2002) and “The Protestant Ethic and the 
Dis-spirit of vodou” in Immigrant Faiths: Transforming Religious life in America (Altamira 
Press, 2005). Her current book projects are a study of migration and religious conver-
sion and an ethnographic biography of a Mexican immigrant woman. She has worked 
as an advocate for refugees and migrant farm workers in the United States. . 

Cyraina E. Johnson-Roullier teaches modern literature, cultural theory and litera-
ture of the Americas at the University of Notre Dame. She is the author of Reading 
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on the edge: exiles, modernities and Cultural Transformation in proust, Joyce and Baldwin 
(2000), and her published work includes essays on modernism and literary and femi-
nist theory. She was a Ford Foundation Minority Postdoctoral Fellow for the academic 
year 1999–2000, and she has held visiting appointments in Literature of the Ameri-
cas in the Franke Institute and the Center for the Study of Race, Politics and Culture 
at the University of Chicago, and in Emergent Literatures (Literature of the Americas) 
at the University of Geneva in Geneva, Switzerland. Professor Johnson-Roullier is cur-
rently working on a monograph entitled Invisible Wo/men: gender, modernity, and har-
lem’s Representations of Race, in conjunction with a third closely related study, entitled 
Confounded Identities: A modernist perspective on “Race,” essentialism and the Rhetoric 
of power, as well as a co-edited project exploring the meaning of modernity in the 
Americas, modernism’s modernities: A hemispheric perspective on the new. She serves as 
the Program Director for the Americas and Global Cultures in the Institute for Latino 
Studies at the University of Notre Dame, of which she is also a Fellow and Advisory 
Board member. 


