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Abstract: The aim of the paper is an attempt at analysing the forms of the second-person singular
ending -co of athematic deponent verbs in Greek poetry. Verbs such as d0vapat and énictapot
have forms that end with -co and - in the imperfect and in the present imperative. Contemporary
scholars express different views on where the forms with ¢ and the forms ending in -® appear and
which of them are more common. This paper, discussing ancient and contemporary grammarians’
opinions on the subject, points out the analogies and differences in their theories. It also presents
a critical analysis of their views as compared with the attested forms found in ancient poetry.
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n Greek language spirant ¢ remained unchanged, disappeared or was trans-
formed depending on its position.! In the intervocalic position sigma be-
haved in very different ways. In Indo-European languages intervocalic consonants

U Article is based on my MA thesis: Zachowanie sigmy interwokalicznego w koncowkach
-cal i -60 czasownikow koniugacji atematycznej w poezji starozytnej Grecji okresu archaicznego
i klasycznego [ The loss of intervocalic ¢ in the endings -cat and -co of athematic verbs in archaic
and classical Greek poetry]. Katowice 2011.
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tended to become weakened.” This resulted in their voicing, spirantisation or dis-
appearance. Sigma tends to disappear, and in the transition phase it is weakened
and becomes /. The transition phase is evident in the Laconian, Argolic and Ele-
an dialects.? *s remained unchanged when it occurred after *-n and *-r (Sachg <
*dns, Bpactg < *dhrsu), when it originated from gemination -co- (roct, hom.
roool < *pod-si ) and from -to- ("Athog < *atlants). In many cases the spirant
was reintroduced by analogy: in sigmatic aorist, in dative plural with -ot and in
athematic verb forms.*

The last case, however, raises many doubts. The most controversial are imper-
fect indicative and present imperative of such athematic verbs as: &yopot “I ad-
mire”, dOvapor “I can, I am able to”, éxtotopon “I can, I know how”, épopan
“I'love”, xpépopon “I am hanging”, nétapor “I am flying”, eéxpibpnv “I bought”,
dlepot “I am running away”, {epor “I am walking”, dvopon, “I am reprimand-
ing”, which conjugate like {otopot.’ Authors of handbooks disagree whether the
ending in second-person sg. imperf. and second-person sg. imperat. -co is always
simplified. According to the general theory, after removing o the deponent verbs
are contracted into o.

A handbook by Golias published in 1962 claims that -c- in -co ending always
disappears, but the extended edition from 2000 informs: “[...] deponent verbs lose
-o- of medial ending -co™ (this statement is not firmed up by the use of an adverb
“always”). Fiderer also does not express any doubts in this matter.”

Some scholars are uncertain whether o always disappears in these forms and
whether the contraction always occurs. Jurewicz claims that after the disappear-
ance of sigma the vowels always contract into - and in exceptional cases into
-o in the Doric dialect.® Goodwin believes that forms contracted into -® occur
frequently, Smyth claims that ¢60vo, 160ve and firicte occur more frequently
than €3Vvoco and frictaco.” Moreover, Smyth states that both the contracted
form (Mrictw), and the form where sigma remained unchanged (fixictoco) are
characteristic of the Attic dialect; the nrictw form occurs also in prose.”® He ob-
serves that only in Attic poetry the imperative énictaco or éxicto is used free-

2 1. Bednarczuk: “Tendencje rozwojowe jezykow rodziny indoeuropejskiej”™ In: Jezyki in-
doeuropejskie. Red. L. Bednarczuk. Warszawa 1986, p. 47.

3 C.D. Buck: The Greek Dialects. London 1998, pp. 55-56.

4+ A.L. Sihler: New Comparative Grammar of Greek and Latin. New York 1995, pp. 171-172.

5 O. Jurewicz: Gramatyka historyczna jezyka greckiego. Warszawa 1992, p. 245.

¢ M. Auerbach, M. Golias: Gramatyka grecka. Warszawa 1962, p. 101; Idem: Gramatyka
grecka. Warszawa 2000, p. 163.

" E. Fiderer: Gramatyka jezyka greckiego — szkolna. Cz. 1. Lwéw-Warszawa 1920, p. 99.

8 O. Jurewicz: Gramatyka historyczna jezyka greckiego..., p. 221.

* WW. Goodwin: Greek Grammar. Boston 1900, p. 144; HW. Smyth: Greek Grammar.
Rev. by G.M. Messing. Cambridge, MA 1956, p. 154.

Y HW. Smyth: The Sounds and Inflections of the Greek Dialects: Ionic Dialect. Oxford 1894,
p. 503.
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ly."" Schwyzer is more precise and provides information on both the forms and
the place where they occurred (dialects, works or authors): éxpioa — Doric form'?
imperf. énplo, Anioto, £éd0ve, imperat. éxictem — appear in Attic tragedy;
¢niotooco — in Herodotus and in the Attic dialect; Attic prose notes the occur-
rence of éxictocat, -co, Nrictaco (along with Anictw), dHvoacar and édOvo;
in Aristophanes — imperat. Tpto.co® occurs. Monro and Seymour found one form
with - in Homer: éxpépo < éxpépoo. Smyth also mentions the éxpépm form.
He states the place of occurrence and points to the opinion of Herodian," who re-
garded the ¢xpépw form to be Attic and the €xpépao form to be lonic because of
the loss of sigma.'¢

According to Herodian, the contraction of vowels is characteristic of the Attic
dialect. He gives the example of the contraction of o and o into ® in ind. imperf.:

EKpEN® Ao TOD KpEPOpL kpépopon devtépog cvluylog Tdv elg pt, kol
O TOPOTATIKOG EKPEUGUNY, EKPENNCO, Kol Tovikf] dpoipécel Tod o,
Kol cVVoholpf AtTikf 10D oo eig © péya éxpépm.’

éxpépom of kpépapt and kpépopon (is) in second person of verbs with -puii and
imperfect ékpepdunv, éxpépaco, with the disappearance of ¢ in the lonic
dialect and with the contraction of oo into ® in the Attic dialect (thus) éxpépo.

Brugman claims that forms with -® occur in works of tragedians but he does
not mention the exact locations. He makes an interesting point, however, regard-
ing these forms as they occur in Attic prose. He claims that the forms with the re-
introduced sigma are regular, while firicto and é30vw remained in use because
of the aorist énplw.'®

I Tbidem, p. 517. In Herodotus one can find the érictaco form, although the Ionic form would
be érictao (p. 516).

12 Ahrens in his De dialecto dorica also discusses aorist indicatives and aorist imperatives of the
verb éxpiapny in the Doric dialect. Doric equivalent of the éxpim form is according to him érpia <
émploo < énplaco. Thus imperative Tpla < mpiloo < wplaco instead of mpiw (HL. Ahrens:
De Graecae linguae dialectis. Vol. 2: De dialecto Dorica. Gottingae 1843, p. 198).

B E. Schwyzer: Griechische Grammatik. Bd. 1. Miinchen 1939, p. 668.

4 Monro gives information on the exact place of occurrence (//. XV 18) (D.B. Monro: 4 Gram-
mar of the Homeric Dialect. Oxtord 1882, pp. 4, 10; T.D. Seymour: Introduction to the Language
and Verse of Homer. Boston 1902, p. 69).

S Grammatici Graeci. Pars 3. Herodiani technici reliquiae. Collegit, disposuit, emendavit, ex-
plicavit, praefatus est A. Lentz. Vol. 2, fasc. 1: Scripta de nominibus, verbis, pronominibus, adver-
biis et librum monadicorum continens. Lipsiae 1867, pp. 317, 21-23.

16 HW. Smyth: The Sounds and Inflection..., p. 503.

7 MMapekPorai Tob peydrov pnuatog ¢k t1@v Hpwdiavod: K Duobus Codicibus Caes. Reg.
biblioth. Vindobonensis. Ed. J. .a Ro che. Vienna 1863, pp. 33, 11-13.

8 “Aricte, £80ve behaupteten sich, vermutlich unter dem Schutz des Aor. énpiew” K. Brug-
mann: Griechische Grammatik: Lautlehre, Stammbildungs und Flexionslehre, Syntax. Miinchen
1913, p. 405.



12 Katarzyna Frqckiewicz

Present Imperative Middle and Passive'®

Sigma in -co ending was introduced by analogy with forms of ind. perf. and
plusperf. med-pass. In all groups of verbs of athematic conjugation, the forms with
unchanged sigma were regular in the Attic dialect. Imperative forms of deponent
verbs with unchanged sigma occur only in tragedy. They are most characteristic
of dialogue:

cotnpl Exovta t6v8 énictaco (Soph. 47. 1080)

avnp kad MPag €60Adg dv érictaco (Soph. 4f. 1399)
ALY dg pavév ye Todmog B8 Emictaco (Soph. OT. 848)
Kol Téuel cod uév ®8 Exovt émictaco (Eur. Andr. 430)
radocal Adyov TdVY, edtuyelv 8 énictaco (Eur. Jon 650)

One form occurs in a choral part:
“Ohwiev avnp, TeDxpe, TodT énictaco (Soph. 4j. 979)

Apart from the imperative where sigma does not disappear, the énicto form
resulting from the disappearance of ¢ and the contraction of o and o can be found
in Sophocles, in dialogue parts:

[...] Tov yop AlxpAvng téxov

kol (vt Erloto Kol kpatodvTa Kk Laxng

dyovt amopyog Beolol tolg éyxmploig (Soph. 7r 182)

ED Vv énictm, tad8 dtav {ntfig, éuol (Soph. OT. 658)
ED Vv énictm t@dvdE P aloyxdvny Exewv (Soph. El. 616)
AAY odv émiotw ¥ ol W drtwpiag &yelg (Soph. EI 1035)
0¥ 3fit), erlctm TodTo v, AL Kol péyo

8GArovtég elot vV év ‘Apyelov otpatd (Soph. Ph. 419)
‘Qg tadT éniotw dpbpev’ od périovt’ €t (Soph. Ph. 567)
ED Vv énictm névt dxnkomdg Adyov (Soph. Ph. 1240)
kol ToDT EmleTo, Kol Ypheov epevdv Ecw (Soph. Ph. 1325)

19 Analysis based on editions such as: Euripides: Andromache. Ed. A.S. Way. Vol. 2. Lon-
don—New York 1916; Euripides: Jon. Ed. with introduction and commentary by A.S. Owen.
London 2003 [1990]; Sophocles: Electra. Ed. JH. Kells. Cambridge 1973; Sophocles: Oedipus
Rex. Ed. RD. Dawe. Cambridge 2006 [1982]; Sophocles: Philoctetes. Ed. TB.L.. Webster.
Cambridge 1970; Sophocles: Trachiniae. Ed. M. Davies. Oxford 1991; Sophocles: Tragoediae.
Ed. R.D. Dawe. Vol. 2. Leipzig 1979; Sophocles: Tragoediae. Ed. RD. Dawe. Vol. 1. Leipzig
1986.
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Imperfect Indicative Middle and Passive®

Here, the reintroduction of sigma by analogy was also a regular feature. Forms
with sigma do not occur in Homer, however, there are two instances of the éxpépw
form, created as a result of contracting o and o:

A o pépvy 8te 17 Expépm DydBev, Ex 8¢ modotlwv (Hom. /1. XV 18)
Expepm AAGoteov d& Beol katd pakpov “Oilvurov (Hom. /1 XV 21)

The form with -o also appears in the Fourth Homeric Hymn: TI®g £80ve
dolopfita dbw Bde dewpotopticar (H. 4, 405).
The é¢xpépw form in Homer is also noted by Herodian, the grammarian:

10 EKkpepaco yivetal Kot AmofoAnv 1ol ¢ Tovikdg éxpépoo kol
KOTO KPSV ATTIKNY TOD 0o elg ® EKPEN® «T) 00 pepvy 0Te T EKpPER®
VybBev, éx 8¢ modotivy (Hom. /1. XV 18).2

éxpepaco, after losing o, the lonic form éxpépco is formed and after the
Attic contraction of oo into o the ékpepm form appears «j od pépvy 6te ©
gxpepm VydBev, éx 8¢ modotivy (Hom. /1 XV 18).

We do not know why a form with Attic contraction appears in Homer where
the lonic éxpépao would be expected.

In lyric and comedy there are no occurrences of ind. imperf. In tragedy, apart
from the regular Atictaco with sigma intact, Anicto appears, with o as a result
of the contraction of o and o:

Mioodvt épicetl, kol o 1007 nrictaco (Soph. A4f. 1134)
AMY Av &v, €l o 7' ed ppovelv Anictaco (Soph. Kl 394)
oV & &g pev edvag kpdolog Arlote poietv (Eur. HF. 344)

The Arioto form is also characteristic of the Attic dialect. Apart from tragedy,
it can be found in Xenophon (Xen. Hell. 111 4,9) and Plato (Plat. Futhyd. 296 d,
Ion 531 b). In tragedy the choice between the form with or without sigma may be
dependent on meter.

20 Analysisbased oneditionssuchas: Euripides: Heracles. In: Fabulae. Ed. G. Murray. Vol.2.
Oxford 1913; Homeri: llias. Ed. TW. Allen. Vol. 2-3. Oxonii 2000 [1931], Homeric Hymns,
Homeric Apocrypha, Lives of Homer. Ed. M.L. West. Cambridge, MA-L.ondon 2003; Platonis:
Opera. Ed. I. Burnet. Vol. 1. Oxford 1900; Platonis: Opera. Ed. . Burnet. Vol. 3. Oxford 1903;
Xenophons: Hellenika. Hrsg. von F.G. Sorof. Leipzig—Berlin 1906.

2 Grammatici Graeci. Pars 3: Herodiani technici reliquiae. Collegit, disposuit, emendavit, ex-
plicavit, praefatus est A. Lentz. Vol. 2, fasc. 1 scripta de nominibus, verbis, pronominibus, adver-
biis et librum monadicorum continens. Lipsiae 1867, p. 317, 21-23.
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Indicative and Imperative Aorist || Middle?

The aorist of érpiépnv appears in Aristophanes, in the spoken part: “[...] i
[...] éxidecpov énpiw [...]” (Aristoph. V. 1440). In -co ending sigma disappeared
after a short vowel, contracted with o: énplaco > *emploo > énplo.

Most probably, as in the case of Amiotoco and Anictw, it is a contracted At-
tic form determined by meter.

The Attic contraction occurs also in aorist imperative. In comedy there are
three forms of the éxpiéuny aorist:

[...] mplaco @V id pépw (Ach. 870)

[...] "Avepaxog mpiw (Ach. 34)
[...] 008 Hde1L mpiw (Ach. 35)

Apart from the imperative wpioco, where sigma does not disappear, there is
the imperative npiw. According to Goodwin in aorist I, ¢ in the -co ending dis-
appears after a short vowel and is contracted with o: wplaco > *mproo > mplw.
The nptaco form is, according to him, typical for poetry. Colvin, however, claims
that it is Beaotian imperat. aor.** Colvin and Olson in commentary to 7he Archa-
nians describe the contracted form mpiw as Attic.”® Herodian also believes these
forms to be Attic. In his lexicon of Atticisms one can find forms of the verb
enpLapuny — énplo and mpiw in the imperative.

To conclude, there are twelve contracted forms, and eight with sigma in -co
ending. In comedy there are three forms with - of the verb énpiépnv which are
considered to be Attic.”® Based on the above, one may agree with Smyth*’ that the
contracted forms occur more often. However, it must be remembered that those
forms can also be found in prose. Certainly not in all these forms the disappear-
ance of ¢ and the contraction take place. It is also problematic which dialect these
forms belong to. This type of contraction was regarded by Herodian as Attic.®

22 Analysis based on editions such as: Aristophanes: Wasps. Ed. DM. MacDowell. Oxford
1971, Aristophanes: Acharnians. Ed. S.D. Olson. Oxford 2002.

3 WW. Goodwin: Greek Grammar..., p. 164.

# 8. Colvin: Dialect in Aristophanes and the Politics of Language in Ancient Greek Litera-
ture. Oxford 1999, p. 218.

3 S. Colvin: Dialect in Aristophanes..., p. 218, Aristophanes: Acharnians. Ed. S.D. Ol-
son. Oxford 2002, p. 290.

% Colvin and Olson suppose that the forms mpi® and éxpie might be Attic. (S. Colvin: Dia-
lect in Aristophanes..., p. 218; Aristophanes: Acharnians. Ed. S.D. Olson..., p. 290).

7 HW. Smyth: Greek Grammar..., p. 154.

% MapekPorai oD peydrov pipotog €k t@v Hpwdiavod: E Duobus Codicibus Caes. Reg.
biblioth. Vindobonensis. Ed. J. .a Roche. Vienna 1863, pp. 33, 11-13.
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Contemporary scholars in most cases state only the place of their occurrence.® If
both forms with -a.co and with -© were to be considered Attic,* then, the theory
of Golias (1962), Jurewicz and Fiderer, who claim that these forms are always con-
tracted, would not be correct.® In order to establish in which dialects the contract-
ed forms and those where sigma does not disappear are present, the analysis of
prose is recommended.

Only Schwyzer illustrates all his arguments with examples. The analysis by
Herodian is also valuable, mostly as it contains a large number of examples. Gram-
mar textbooks do not provide much information on forms occurring in the narra-
tive. In fact, in some cases they are not mentioned at all, for example the éxpépow
or ¢dOvo forms. Usually scholars (even those discussing the language of Homer
exclusively) state the forms and note their place of occurrence, however, without
any commentary.

I tried to analyse this problem on the basis of texts originating from only two
periods in the Greek literature. As a result, further analysis is required. Also, to
criticise scholars whose conclusions are often very general and concern mainly the
Attic dialect would be inappropriate.

» The concept of the textbook also plays an important role. It may be assumed that Golias
regards forms with - as Attic.

30 See. HW. Smyth: The Sounds and Inflections..., pp. 503, 517.

' E. Fiderer: Gramatyka jezyka greckiego — szkolna. Cz. 1..., p. 99; M. Auerbach, M. Go-
lias: Gramatyka grecka..., p. 101; O. Jurewicz: Gramatyka historyczna jezyka greckiego...,
p. 221.



