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We have considerable ground for believing what Holleaux
denies, the existence of an ,.entente politique’” between Rome and
Egypt for all but the first three decades of the third century B. C.
Evidence of friendly intercourse between the two powers from
the time of Pyrrhus to that of Hannibal is scanty but not entirely
not existent. The assistance Egypt gave Rome during the war of
Hannibal, consisted in it that Ptolemy IV furnished Rome with
corn on credit and in this way he fully deserved the hearth thanks
which Livy quotes.

N. N. Pikus. Perelomnyj period v istorii ellenisti¢eskogo Egipta
(konec III v. do n. e.) (Vestnik Drevnej Istorii 1951, 1, p. 53—64).

This article is of historical character. The author analyzes the
internal difficulties which caused the decay of the hellenistic Egypt.
The author asserts that the internal struggles under Philopator
had rather a social than a national character between the oppressed
Egyptian working classes and a small group of oppressors, the
Hellenes. The last term denotes not only the ethnically Greek po-
pulation but also the hellenized Egyptians. The historians of law
will be interested in the authors discussion of the different social
classes (p. 54—56).

- P. M. Fraser, Alexandria ad Aegyptum again (The Journal
of Roman Studies vol. XXXIX (1949) p. 56).

In a note in J.R.S. XXX VI (1946) p. 130—2 Sir Harold Bell
showed that Alexandria ad Aegyptum meant ,,Alexandria by Egypt”.
No one is likely to dispute his arguments in this respect. It is howe-
ver worth pointing out that a piece of evidence from the third cen-
tury B. C. shows that in circles closely connected with Alexandria
that city was thought as ,,in Egypt”.

P. M. Fraser, A Syriac notitia urbis Alexandreae (The Journ.
of Egyptian Archaeology vol. 37 (1951) p. 104 ff).

Michael Ben Elias, Jacobite patriarch of Antioche from 1166 —
1199 was a voluminous writer in Syriac. The most famous of his
works is the so called Chronicle. The work which exists in a single
manuscript dated A. D. 1598 consists of 777 pages of Syriac text,
divided into 21 books, and covers the period from the Creation
until the writer’s own day. Michael does not fail to quote his sources
carefully. He states that the first six books covering the period



SURVEY OF LITERATURE 19511952 281

from Adam to A. D. 306 — 7 are based on Eusebius Chronicon
whom he reproduced almost verbatim.

Michael’s chronicle of events from the accession of Alexander
the Great contains however some material which is not in any
of the surviving versions of Eusebius. To this material belongs
items concerning Alexandria. As the author shows, the report
is absolutely reliable. This is demonstrated by two facts: a) the
division Alexandria’s into five ypdpupato is preserved. The use of
these letters is attested from the Hellenistic age until the third
century A. D., b) The list of ,,other quarters” corresponds in the
main to what is known from other sources.

I. D. Amusin, K wvoprosu o datirovke florentijskogo papirusa.
PSI X 1160 (Vestnik Drevnej Istorii 1951, 4 p. 208—219).

The author studies the papyri referring to the Alexandrian BouvA7,
(P. Lond. 1912, PSI. 1160, P. bibl. univ. Giss. 46) and asserts that
the arguments usually given for the dating of PSI 1160 for the year
30 before J. C. are not conclusive. The author analyzes the terms
applied in PSI 1160 and shows that these terms indicate a later
date. In his view PSI 1160 and Lond 1912 should be connected.
PSI 1160 is not an official document but a piece of a literary-
political work from Claudius epoch, containing a narrative on the
legacy of the Alexandrians to Claudius and his answer. The author
points out the importance of this papyrus for the understanding
of the social conditions of Alexandria.

A. Bataille, Theébes gréco-romaine [Chronique d’Egypte XX VI,

No. 52 (1951) p. 325 — 353].

The evidences furnished by papyri, ostraca, inscriptions and
other documents permit to establish that in the IIT and II cent.
B. C. Thebes remained to be a grand demographic, economic and
above all e religious center. As to the latter we are particularly
well informed of one of the minor corporation of the Theban eccle-
siastics, the choachytes. See the author’s remarks on this corpora-
tion p. 333, on povéypagor and dyopavépor p. 341, on Ilepi O7fac
p. 343.

E. Schonbauer, Die rechiliche Stellung der Metropolien im
rémischen Aegypten (estr. dalla Rivista italiana di epigrafia XI,
fase. 1 —4, Gen.—Dic. 1949 pubbl. nel febraio 1951).



