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RECEIPT FOR XEIPQNAZION!

This papyrus is one of a large group of miscellaneous papyri that was
purchased by the British Museum on December 8, 1906 from the Reverend
C. Murch. It is published here with the kind permission of Mr. T.S. Pattie.

The papyrus is 8.7 cm wide and 7.8 cm high. It has margins at the top of
1.1 cm and on the left of 1.2 cm, but the writing runs out to the edge of the
papyrus on the right hand side. The piece is broken off at the bottom. There
is a vertical break 1.5 cm from the right edge; there are holes along this
break at 4.5, 6.2, and 7.3 cm from the top of the papyrus. The writing is
worn away in the area around the break, particularly in the top half of the
papyrus. Consequently the text is very hard to read in that section. The writ-
ing is a small cursive typical of the early second century, containing some
abbreviations and many ambiguities of stroke which impede decipherment.

The text is a receipt for payment of xe:.pwvé.&ov, the artisans’ tax, by a
family of weavers of Soknopaiou Nesos?.

P. Lond. 1II inv. 1586¢ : December 16, AD 127
Soknopaiou Nesos Figure 4

1 "Erovs dwdexdrov Adrolkparopos Kaioaplos

2 Tpawavod “‘Adpiavod ZeBaarod Xoway k

3 Auyplaya) "Apelw kai perdxlos) ....(......) [xepwlvagiov
4 Tavedpéupis Mavoipews Tod MMave-

5  ppépuiols) unlrpos) Tavouyéws yépdiols) Soxvom(aiov)

1 T am pleased to be able to offer this edition in respectful memory of our distinguished
Polish colleague, Zbigniew Borkowskl, whose untimely death has been a great loss for pa-
pyrology.

2 The transcription which is printed here has benefitted from the critical eye of Roger S.
B.AGNALL, to whom I would like to express my gratitude, though I have not accepted all of
his suggestions.
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6 Nrja{ov) vmep xerpwlvaéiov) Tod atrod 1B (€rovs) émi A(Syov)
7 apylvpiov) (dpaxpas) eikoa (yivovrar) (3p.) k kai MMavgips 1uols]
8 un(rpos) Taveppéuluews) Spoiw(s) ras apy(vpiov) (Bpayuas) eikoat
9 (ylvovrar) (Bp.) k kai ‘Epieds aAho(s) 1u(os) Spolws
10 émi Aoyov) apy(upiov) (dpaxpuas) eikoot (yivovrar) (8p.)
(2nd hand) kai Papuoib.
11 «{ dula) ‘Apmoxpari(wvos) opolilws yelpwvaiov) [ral mpo-
12 Ki{ueva OVONATG. ........ [apy(vpiov)] (Bp.) ével-
13 [ikovra ... (tops of letters only) :

6. xe1p® emM 8. opot® 10. emA

“Year 12 of Emperor Caesar Trajan Hadrian Augustus, Choiak 20. Paid
to Areios and his colleagues, (collectors) of the artisans’ tax, Panephrem-
mis, son of Pausiris son of Panephremmis, whose mother is Tanomgeus,
weaver of Soknopaiou Nesos, for the artisans’ tax of the same year 12, on
account, twenty silver drachmas, total 20 dr., and Pausiris his son, whose
mother is Tanephremmis, likewise twenty silver drachmas, total 20 dr., and
Herieus another son, likewise on account twenty silver drachmas, total 20
dr., and Pharmouthi 27 through Harpochration, likewise for the artisans’
tax, the aforementioned names ....... 9. (silver) drachmas.....”

line 3: No official named Areios is attested in other Soknopaiou Nesos documents. The
title of the official here is very difficult to read because of the abrasion of the text at the
critical section. Several officials are attested in other documents as collecting the cheiro-
naxion at Soknopaiou Nesos, but none is easily compatible with the faint traces of letters
one sees. The space is insufficient for even the most abbreviated writing of émmmpnrai
komrfis TpxOs kal xewpovaéiov (see e.g. P. Heid. NS 111 2383, AD 163; P. Amh. 11 119, AD
200), or of the same title where the collection is made by the epiteretai’s assistant, the éy-
Mijumrwp? (e.g., P. Grenf. 11 60, AD 193). An even stronger argument can be made against
the possibility of piofwral xowrfis Tpixds kai xetpovaiov (P. Coll. Youtie 136, AD 184,
BGU 11617, AD 2155; cf. P. Lond. 11 478, II/I1I, where the title occurs in a shorter form as
piobwral komriis kai xepovaéiov), since the reading wofwral seems totally excluded by
the visible letter strokes. In any case, all of these officials are attested later in the second
century than our text. Before the establishment of specific officials for the collection of
artisans’ taxes, such collection fell under the jurisdiction of the generic officials re-

3 This document is not given a provenience by its editors, but the name of the taxpayer,
Herieus son of Harpagathes, makes identification with Soknopaiou Nesos virtually certain.

4 On the ékA\rjumrropes as assistants to the émrmpnral with special reference to their col-
lection of trade taxes from weavers, see S. L. WALLACE, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus
to Diocletian (New York 1938) 309.

5 The provenience is given in the edition as the Arsinoite nome, but the occurence of the
name Herieus as the owner of the slave paying the tax here makes Soknopaiou Nesos the
likely location.
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sponsible for collection of taxes in coin, the mpakropes apyvpikdv. The final letters of the
line show a clear alpha, and the letters following might conceivably be interpreted as an
abbreviated py. However, there are two impediments to such a reading: one is that the
space before seems far too large for an abbreviated mpax(ropes), and one normally finds
the first word abbreviated if the second one is. And secondly, the designation of these offi-
cials is almost always followed by the name of the village for which they are responsible;
thus one would expect here mpak(ropow) dpy(vpikdv) kwuns Zokvomraiov Nyjoov. In-
stead the taxpayer’s name begins immediately at the start of the next line. All things con-
sidered, it scems most likely that the tax collectors here are either émmpnral or
eyNii(umropes) xeipwvagiov.

line 5: This Panephremmis, son of Pausiris and Tanomgeus, grandson of Panephremmis,
is probably the same man who, twenty years earlier, is attested in a penthemeros certificate
(SB VIII 9864, AD 1076). A Tanomieus (a variant spelling of Tanomgeus) also appears as
the mother of another Soknopaiou Nesos weaver, Pabous son of Satabous grandson of
Pabous, in BGU XIII 2227 (after 145/6 AD). The evidence for the weaving industry at
Soknopaiou Nesos is surprisingly limited; out of 1020 Greek documents from the village,
only 39 contain references to weavers (including the receipts for cheironaxion shown on
the appended table). Half of these references come from documents in an early third cen-
tury tax archive’ and therefore tell us nothing about the weavers in terms of their trade.
This archive may, however, give us an idea of how many weavers there were in the village
at that time: out of 135 taxpayers in these lists, four are identified as weavers, though each
of these has siblings who may also be weavers. In addition, however, there were slaves in-
volved in the weaving industry, as we see from several texts, including contracts of appren-
ticeship of a slave to a weaver (in addition to BGU XIII 2227, see also SPP XXII 40, AD
150) or hiring of a slave to work as a weaver (P. Grenf. I1 59, AD 188), or loans secured
against slaves who are weavers (SPP XXII 36, AD 145; P. Lond. 11 311, AD 149). The
work produced by the weavers is referred to in one case, a receipt issued to the village
weavers for clothing for the guards (P. Ryl. IT 189, AD 128).

line 7: The reading of the name here is very tentative, and inspired by SPP XXII 40, a
contract of apprenticeship to a weaver from AD 150, where the weaver is named Pausiris
son of Panephremmis. Since the name Pausiris occurs only a few of times at Soknopaiou
Nesos3, it seems likely that Panephremmis, whose father is named Pausiris, would have a
son named after the grandfather.

line 8: The reading in mid-line is difficult. Diplomatically it looks like opowoTac, though
what I read as tau is a v-shaped letter which elsewhere in this hand is either upsilon (as in
dwdexarov, line 1) or tau (as in Tod avTod, line 6). A trace of ink below the line to the right
of this letter might be the remains of a descender from a rho. What I have read as alpha is

6 The name appears in abbreviated form in the ed. prin., but the father’s name in the
genitive should probably be resolved there as ITavoi(pews) rather than I[Tavou(os), and the
mother’s name is clearly Tauouy(éws), since there is a gamma above the line indicating
the abbreviated form.

7 See my article Taxation at Socnopaiou Nesos in the Early Third Century, BASP 14
(1977) 161-207.

8 The only other attestation is WChr 89, a Strasbourg papyrus of AD 149, in which a
calf is sacrificed by one Pausiris son of Panephremmis, very likely the same man who in
the following year takes on an apprentice.
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covered by a wormhole, and might also be an omega. None of these possibiities makes the
reading any more lucid. Possibly the scribe was intending to write duoiws (which is what
one expects here) but mixed the adverb with the arucle I have resolved the ambiguity by
interpreting o;wto as an abbreviated form of dpuoiws where omicron is used mstcad of
omega (as occurs in line 6 with xﬂpovafwv) and the following letters as the article ras to
anticipate 3paxuas. However, other interpretations are possible.

line 9: Herieus the second son of Panephremmis and brother of Pausiris is not found in
any other Soknopaiou Nesos documents. For the role of the family in the weaving industry,
see E. Wipszycka, L'industrie textile dans I' Egypte romaine (Warsaw 1965) [hereafter re-
ferred to as Wipszycka 1965a] 64-5, 138 and M. V. BiscotTiN, L’archivio di Tryphon,
tessitore di Oxyrhynchos, “Aegyptus” 46 (1966) 60-73 and 186 ff.

line 10: The second hand is considerably less cursive than the first, though, because of
the abrasion of the papyrus, it is not on that account more legible.

line 11: Harpochration is presumably either one of the colleagues in office of Areios, or
else his assistant. No title is given for him. There are two slanting strokes markmg the ab-
breviation of xeu(pwvagiov). Were it not for these strokes, one might read here émi [ral,
whereas the construction implicit in the line as printed is dvouara as subject of understood
verb diéypayyav.

line 12: I do not find any parallels among tax receipts for joint payments under an entry
“mpokeipeva dvopara”, although several cheironaxion receipts contain separate payments
for two members of a family member (see P. Stras. V 402, probably brothers; P. Stras. V
403, probably father and son; SB XII 10986, father and son). What follows this phrase is
not easy to decipher, and I have ulumately optcd not to attempt an interpretation; the visi-
ble strokes might allow for the reading of émri Adyov, but that would involve interpreting as
lambda a letter which looks far more like chi. One expects here some phrase which refers
to the payment which is about to be specified; since it is a joint payment, one might look
for something like 6uotod, but this is incompatible with the traces. The letters at the end of
the line point to a payment of at least 90 drachmas, which together with the 60 drachmas
already paid for the year by this family of three weavers would bring the yearly total up to
at least 150 dr., beyond the level of the 38 drachma rate for cheironaxion. I therefore as-
sume that these men are paying at the 76 drachma rate, and that this instalment of 90+
drachmas is not the final one for the year, since the annual total for three weavers paying at
the 76 dr. rate would be 228 drachmas. On these grounds it would not be unreasonable to
assume that the phrase preceding the amount would be “on account.”

Cheironaxion is the generic term for the trade tax assessed on artisans®.
It was a capitation tax, assessed at a fixed rate for particular trades, though

9 The fundamental discussion of cheironaxion and related taxes on weaving is that of
WALLACE, op. cit., 193-202. His account synthesized the documentation available to him at
that time, and incorporated the views of WILcKeN (Ostraca, pp. 321-333), MILNE (Theban
Ostraca, p. 106), GrenreLL and HunT (introd. to P. Tebt. 11 305) and Cawostow (The Tex-
tile Industry in Greco-Roman Egypt, Kazan 1914). On cheironaxion see also PREAUX in O.
Wilb. pp. 59-62. The most comprehensive work on the weaving industry (with a good bi-
bliography) has been done by E. Wipszycka, op. cit. 1965a; EADEM, Icpanxat wyvai, JJP
15, 1965, 163-70 (hereafter 1965b); Das Textilhandwerk und der Staat im romischen
Agypten, APF 18, 1966, 1-22, esp. 15-18; Les impéts professionnels et la structure de
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the rates differed by geographical region!?. The particular tax which is in-
volved in this document is the one for weavers, which is also known as the
yepdiakov, the TéNos yepdiwy (particularly in Thebes), and in certain con-
texts, as dnuooia. A review of the extant receipts for payments of one or
the other of these taxes reveals a great deal of local variation in the name,
amount and method of payment of this assessment. A comprehensive reex-
amination of all of the surviving evidence for artisans’ taxes is badly
needed!l, but is beyond the scope of the present paper. I offer here simply
an analysis of all the extant receipts for payments of weavers’ taxes in the
Arsinoite nome, as illustrated in the appended table. This information is
gleaned from a search for every receipt for xel.pwvé.fwv in the papyri and
ostraca, as well as for every context in which a weaver (y€pdios) pays a tax.
The table includes all texts known to me which either contain clear internal
reference to cheironaxion, or to weavers, or were thought by their editors to
belong to this category of receipt. Although cheironaxion receipts are not
necessarily receipts for payments specifically by weavers, it is the case that
all of the receipts in the attached list come from villages which are known
to have had a significant weaving industry, so it is highly probable that the
receipts belong to weavers. Where there is a subspecialty involved, as is the
case in two documents (P. Tebt. II 305 and BGU XV 2547, both workers
who beat the web for the weavers), the worker’s occupation is specified.

Of the 48 documents, 11 are from Philadelphia, 10 from Bacchias, 9
from Tebtunis, 10 from Soknopaiou Nesos, two from Theadelphia and one
from Euhemeria. Almost all of these texts date from the second century.
The documents from Philadelphia are all from the period AD 123-139, and
are for the most part large payments made for yepdiakor by a named
weaver on behalf of the weavers of the village, paid to the account of the
nomarch!2. One of the few individual receipts (P. Phil. 25) has a total for

I'industrie dans I’ Egypte romaine. A propos de la xoms Tpixds, JJP 16/17 (1971) 117-130.
A convenient collection of documentation on weaving is provided by S. CALDERINI in Ri-
cherche sull'industria e il commercio dei tessuti in Egitto, “Aegyptus” 26, 1946, 13-83.
Other discussions of the weavers’ tax, with references, are found in the following: Biscor-
TINI, 0p. cit.; P. Mich. X 598 intro.; O. Cair. p. 77 £., intro. to nos. 84-7.

10 Wicken, WO, pp. 221-33.

11 Wipszycka (op. cit. 1971) 126 has pointed to the need for such a study, pointing out
that despite the amount of documentation which exists, these taxes are still very poorly un-
derstood. However, as she said, such a study would be “assez pénible”, and will not be at-
tempted here.

12 Exceptions to this are: P. Princ. 11 41 AD 50, receipt for cheironaxion, two payments
totalling 63 dr. 5 ob. 2 ch.; P. Phil. 25, a receipt for 76 dr. for gerdiakon; P. Phil. 31, also
for gerdiakon, 60 dr. but incomplete; and BGU VII 1602 payment to the ému(rnpnris) yep-
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the year of 76 drachmas, but this is reached by only two instalments, one of
which is for 68 drachmas. BGU VII 1616 is an official abstract of taxes
paid by weavers at Philadelphia in the first century, containing yearly pay-
ments of gerdiakon for 11 different weavers, all of whom paid a total of 76
drachmas.

The other Fayum receipts are for individual payments, and typically
contain multiple payments of up to nine instalments totalling either 3813 or
76 drachmas. Those receipts which do not add up to one of these totals are
either in fragmentary texts or cases where the payment is for one instalment
rather than the collective account of the year.

The term yepdiaxoy occurs in the receipts from Bacchias; these all date
to the period 124-134 AD, and are all payments by one family, Zoilos son
of Petesouchos, his brother (?) Areotes, his father (?) Petesouchos son of
Eleis. In each case the payment is made through the grammateus Dion. The
year’s total is in each case 76 drachmas.

The one receipt from Euhemeria dates from AD 98, is a payment for
yepdiakoy made through a grammateus in the amount of 38 dr.

The Tebtunis receipts date from AD 104-217 and have several formats.
The carhest of this group is a payment for yepbcaxov made to the éxAnumr-
Topes wvdy of Tebtunis and countersigned by the émrnpnmis. The total of
four instalments is 32 drachmas, but all payments are made on account, so
the year’s total has not been reached. The second text from chtums dates
from AD 129730 and is a receipt for yeipwvaiov issued by the 'n'pax'ropes
apyvpikdv of the village. There are two instalments, and the payment is in-
complete.

daxod, vmep aA( ), two instalments of 4 dr. each. The heading of the latter looks like a
payment of the salt tax, though made to the official responsible for the weavers’ tax.

On the collective payments, see esp. WipszyckA (1966, 12 ff., and references in p. 12
n. 1). There is evidence of some kind of corporation of weavers at Soknopaiou Nesos, Teb-
tunis, Theadelphia, and Euhemeria (of the villages on our table), as well as in many other
villages and metropoleis (see WIPszycka, 1966, 12 n. 2). However, in the first and second
centuries (the period covered by these receipts), the corporations did not include all
weavers, as one can see by the abundance of individual receipts in comparison with the
smaller number of collective ones.

13 WaLLACE (0p. cit., 196) following CwosTow, refers to a rate of 38 dr. for gerdiakon
which “was raised to 38 drachmae 2 obols by the middle of the second century.” Wipszyc-
KA (op. cit. 1966, 4) moves this increase to the third century. The data provided in the table
do not support this supposition (see, e.g., BGU 11 617, AD 215/6, but containing total pay-
ments of 38 drachmas vs. SB XII 10986, AD 162, 38 dr. 2 ob.), but rather point to local
variations as an explanation for these different payments; at Tebtunis the rate seems to
have been 38 dr. 2 ob., whereas elsewhere it was 38 or 76 drachmas. The extra obols may
have been nothing more than administrative charges, or perhaps an attempt by the local
priesthood which collected the tax to increase its revenues.
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All of the other receipts from Tebtunis follow a different format; in each
case the payment is made by someone who is identified by trade (in most
cases, a weaver y€pdios, but in one case yepdiopaBdiLaTis), but whose
payment is made Dmep dnpoaiwy, or ap’dv opeller Snuociwy of the cur-
rent year. However the link between dnuooia and yepdiaxoy is established
by PSI X 1139, where two of three instalments are designated ag'@v
opeieL dnuooiwy but the third is Vmep yepdiakod.

These later Tebtunis receipts (AD 134-217) are all issued by the émiry-
pnTal tepatik@dy wvdy TemTivews kal cvvkvpovedy kwudy, which Wip-
szycka has suggested are temple officials responsible for collecting the
revenue of certain assessments as a substitute for receiving suntaxis!4.
These receipts, where complete, reach a total of 38 dr. 2 ob., except in the
case of the yepdiopaBdiarns (P. Tebt. 11 305) who pays at the reduced rate
of 13 dr. + 3 ob. for the receipt, for each of three successive years.

The Soknopaiou Nesos receipts are the most diverse group of all. In
several cases the payment is for cheironaxion (BGU XIII 2294, P. Coll.
Youtie 137, P. Lond. 1586c, P. Coll. Youtie1 35, P. Lond. 11 478), but in
one case (P. Coll. Youtie 1 36) there is no designation and in another it is
vmep Tod TeAéouaros. Where the payment is for cheironaxion, so specified,
the taxpayer’s trade is not stated, but where the purpose of the payment is
less specific, the taxpayer is identified as a weaver (cf. also BGU 1II 617,
probably from SN though not identified as such by its editors). The later of
the Soknopaiou Nesos payments are made to the uto@wrs or éyANumTTWP
or émrnpnTis komhs TPLxds kai Xetpwvaiov (after AD 162). This kind of
official is also attested in both the receipts from Theadelphia.

Very few of the Soknopaiou Nesos receipts have complete payments for
entire years from which we can determine the local rate for cheironaxion.
BGU XIII 2294 shows nine instalments, but not all of the entries are legible
because of the fragmentary state of the text. P. Coll. Youtie 1 33, though
identified by its editor as a receipt for the weavers’ tax, is in my view un-
likely to be so because it does not satisfy any one of the three conditions
that all other entries in this list exhibit: (1) tax paid to official responsible
for xewpwvaiov, or (2) taxpayer identified as yépdios/yepdiaiva, or (3)
name of tax is yetpwvaiov or yepdiakov. I do not find any evidence to

14 Wipszycka (op. cit. 1965b) esp. 167-70. This suggestion is not however accepted by
KEENAN and SHELTON in their publication of some Tebtunis descripta (ZPE 7, 1971) 175:
“... the exact meaning of iepatikai wwal (or perhaps rather ieparik@dv wyal — the texts do
not reveal which form is intended) has been the subject of considerable discussion. Our
texts add nothing new in determining this point.” See previous discussions at P. Tebt. 11
305 intro.; Otro, Priester und Tempel 11 331 f.; P. Giss. Univ. VI intro. to 47 and 48; H. C.
Yourte, CW 34 (1941) 184; WALLACE, op. cit. 242,J. A. S. Evans, A Social and Economic
History of an Egyptian Temple in the Greco-Roman Period, YCS 17 (1961) 262.
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suggest that dnudaia is used to describe cheironaxion unless there is some
indication in the text that the taxpayer is a weaver. Indeed, P. Giss. Univ.
VI 48 (AD 224/5) demonstrates this: it is a payment vmrep dnuooiwy, made
to the same officials who at Tebtunis collect the cheironaxion, yet in this
case it is a payment for the beer tax. P. Coll. Youtie 1 37 contains at least
five instalments, but most are illegible, so here again we can produce no
total for the year. P. Coll. Youtie I 36 has a total of 38 drachmas in two in-
stalments, but these are both made in one month of one year, so we have no
way of knowing whether the annual total might have been much higher.
BGU 11 617, which I think is likely to be a Soknopaoiu Nesos document, is
the only receipt which contains a full year of payments and a total of 38
drachmas. P. Amh. Il 119 and P. Lond. 1I 478 are receipts of payments
made for the priesthood by individual priests, in the first case for 300 dr.,
and in the latter, a lump sum of 100 drachmas which appears to include
both cheironaxion and also ¢opos BodvS.

In sum, then, the Fayum receipts for weavers’ taxes show enormous lo-
cal variances, in the amount of the assessment, the official responsible for
its collection, and the name of the tax. The evidence we have at our dis-
posal shows a rate of 38 drachmas for Euhemeria and Tebtunis, and a rate
of 76 drachmas for Bacchias and Philadelphia. But this may be a result of
the archival character of the surviving evidence; the Soknopaiou Nesos re-
ceipts are more heterogeneous, and offer examples of both rates of taxation.
On what basis the rates differed, and what categories of taxpayers paid at
which rate, are fundamental questions for which no satisfactory answers
have yet been found.

The oppressive effect of having to pay such a high trade tax to the gov-
ernment is reflected in a number of documents. There was a continuing
problem of whether weavers were liable for liturgical service. On the one
hand, in the early second century we find that a response to a petition to the
strategos (P. Phil. 1, AD 103-24), relating to the obligations of weavers to
perform liturgical service, contains an appended list of all those who are re-
garded as exempt from liturgies, among whom are those who pay xepw-
va&iov. On the other hand, a generation later we find a Soknopaiou Nesos
weaver petitioning to have his name removed from a list of candidates for
the office of village elder on the grounds that he has to pay 76 dr. annu-
ally into the treasury, makes his living by being a weaver, and is amwopos

15 On the reading of this tax, see Wipszycka (op. cit. 1971) 117. In looking at the pub-
lished photograph of this papyrus I see a hole next to the first tax, which could have con-
tained a separate payment for the cheironaxion. In either case, this appears to be a payment
on behalf of the priesthood, rather than by an individual. This Stotoetis may well be the
sarge one who pays 300 dr. on behalf of the priesthood in P. Amh. II 119 (Wipszyexra 1971,
119).
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(P. Lond. 111 848 = WChr 325; AD 140)16, Another petition from a weaver
(P. Oslo TII 124,1) seeks release from the obligation to pay yepdiakov on
the ground of old age (UwepnTHis) and poor eyesight. The issue of liability
for taxation is also addressed in another text (SB XIV 11379, AD 158), an
extract from a record of a hearing before the prefect M. Sempronius Libe-
ralis, dealing with the question of whether the defendant needed to pay the
cheironaxion, given that he was not actually plying his trade at that time.
The prefect’s reply indicates that the cheironaxion is not levied on the arti-
san himself, but on the trade; therefore, a person who was not engaged in
his trade was not liable for the tax!7. Official notification of the death of a
craftsman included reference to the termination of his payment of cheiro-
naxion (see P. Oxy. 1 173, AD 174, a notification of death with specific re-
quest that the dead person be struck off the taxing lists for laographia and
cheironaxion). These repeated attempts to identify the limitations of liabil-
ity show that artisans’ taxes imposed a heavy burden on the weavers of Ro-
man Egypt.

[York University] Deborah HOBSON

16 Cf. P. Grenf. 143, AD 92, where a weaver is functioning as chief of police of Sokno-
paiou Nesos.

17 An important discussion of this text is found in N. Lewis, A Ruling by Liberalis [in:]
Scritti in Onore di Orsolina Montevecchi (Bologna 1981) 191-7.
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