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Introduction
In the course of a dozen seasons (1997-2008) of 

archaeological excavations at the site of Teh Arbid in 
north-eastern Syria, 32 graves from the Middle Bronze Age 
(MBA) were brought to light. According to a local strati­
graphy, the graves were associated with three consecutive 
phases of the MBA settlement on die site and were dated 
from die beginning of MBA I until the end of MBA II. 
There were 6 graves of the earliest phase (phase 1 ), dated to 
the MBA I, 24 graves of the intermediate phase (phase 2) 
dated to MBA II, and 2 graves of die final phase (phase 3), 
also dated to MBA II; die two latter phases yielded Khabur 
ware vessels.

MBA graves were located in several places on the 
site, on the top of the tell (sector S), on its eastern slope 
(sector SR, later labeled P, and sector SD), on the southern 
slope (sector W ), on die western slope (sector M), and on 
the north-western slope (sector D) (Fig. 1).

Throughout die MBA, the graves from Tell Arbid 
remained within the same burial tradition. This continu­
ation can be seen in the persistence of intra m u m  burials 
within family cemeteries, and in a similar construction of 
the graves. The burials have modest and standardized sets 
of grave goods. They include vessels (often of poor quality), 
a few personal ornaments and -  very rarely -  objects of 
symbolic meaning indicating the social status of the deceas­
ed, such as weapons or an incense burner. Several graves 
contained also some animal bone remains. This paper 
presents the results of an archaeozoological analysis of die 
animal bones and considers the reasons behind their 
presence in the graves.1

1 Results of analysis of animal remains from grave G8/G9-S-37/ 
55-2001 have already been published (PlĄTKOWS KA-M AI ECKA, 

W y g n a ń s k a  2006).

2 Animal remains are known to have been present in at least 10 of 
the 32 graves; however, due to either a poor state of preservation 
of the material or to missing tags, material from four graves has

Material and methods
The material analyzed for this paper consists of 

animal remains recovered from six graves during excava­
tions by the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, 
University of Warsaw team.2 This analysis does not cover 
animal remains from graves found at Tell Arbid in the 
2008-2010 seasons in die course of excavations conducted 
by die team front die Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznań, headed by Prof. R. Koliński.

The bone fragments were subjected to zoological 
and anatomical analyses (Tables 1, 2). Age and sex of the 
animals were assessed. Age was reconstructed on die basis 
of epiphyseal union ( K o l d a  1936) and dental develop­
ment ( L u t n i c k i  1 9 7 2 ) .

Bones were measured following the unified method 
of A. von den Driesch (1976). These measurements were 
then converted into points of the 100 point-scale method 
for catde ( L a s o t a - M o s k a l e w s k a  1984), pig ( L a s o t a - 

- M o s k a l e w s k a , K o b r y ń , Ś w i e ż y ń s k i  1987) and horse 
(K O B R Y Ń  1989). Based on the length of some bones, sheep 
withers height was calculated according to Teichert’s coef­
ficients ( T e i c h e R T  1975), those of goat -  according to 
Schramms (1967) coefficients, and of horse -  based on 
Kiesewalters coefficients (K iE S E W A L T l.R  1888, after V O N  

d i  n  D r i e s c h , B o e s s n e c k  1974). In the case of an equid, 
die proportions of the width of the shaft to the maximum 
lengdi of its metacarpal and metatarsal bones was calculat­
ed. If die respective results are equal/lower than 18.2 and 
10.5, the animal is identified as an onager (D U C Ó S  1970). 
All kinds of traces on the bones were descri bed .

not been included in the archaeozoological analysis: Gl-S-36/54 
excavated in 1999 (phase 1, pit grave); G7-SD-36/64 excavated in 
2003 (phase 1, chamber grave with a “diamond” shape covering); 
G2/4-SD-36/64 excavated in 2000 (phase 2, vaulted chamber 
tomb) and Gl-SD-35/64 excavated in 2003 (phase 2, cist 
grave).
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Rye. 1. Plan warstwicowy głównego tellu stanowiska Tell Arbid.

Characteristics o f animal bone 
remains (results)

1) G9-S-37/55-2003: grave of unidentified construction; 
phase 1.

It contained two burials; of a child aged approx. 
8 years, of unidentified sex, and of a man aged 15-25 years.3

3 Human bones were analyzed by Dr. Arkadiusz Sołtysiak from 
the Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw,

The human remains were displaced due to damage to the 
graves construction.

The grave contained also bones of two goats; an 
adult and a juvenile one. The adult specimen was represen­
ted by 31 skeletal fragments lacking, however, die proximal 
end of the hind limb. Based on metacarpal and metatarsal 
bone lengths, die withers height of die individual was
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Pig. 2. Grave G2-SR-36/59 after 
removing a “diamond’’-shaped 
covering; view from NE (Photo 
Α. Reiche).
Rye. 2. Grób G2-SR-36/59 po
usunięcia zamknięcia „w karo”; 
widok od strony północno-za­
chodniej.

calculated at 81.1 and 83.3 cm. This proves that it represent­
ed a large form.

The juvenile goat, whose age at death was determin­
ed at 7-10 months, was represented by 13 bone fragments. 
Most came from distal parts of limbs, which are of lower 
value in terms of consumption. The animal bone fragments 
formed a separate cluster in the south-eastern corner of the 
grave, just next to the skull of the young man.

2) G2-SR-36/59-1998: chamber grave with a “diamond”- 
shape covering;4 phase 2 (Fig. 2).

A child of unidentified sex, approx. 6 years of age, 
was buried there. The body lay on its left side, with the 
head towards the south-west.

The grave yielded 16 animal bone fragments, 12 of 
which could be identified. They belonged to sheep/goat, 
pig and cattle. A jaw fragment and femurs of the

4 A chamber grave covered with bricks wedged vertically between side 
walls referred to by the excavators as a “diamond” shape covering.
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sheep/goat were found in die eastern part of die grave, at 
some distance from die child’s bent legs. The odier bones 
were deposited behind the child’s head.

3) G1-SR-36/62-1998: pit grave; phase 2.
It was the burial of a child (7-14  years) of uniden­

tified sex. The body rested on its left side, with the head to 
the south.

There were nine animal bone fragments in the 
grave, five ol which were identiliable. They came from sheep, 
goat, pig and cattle. A pig’s shoulder blade was blackened 
by contact with fire. The animal remains rested behind die 
head ol die buried child.

4) G8/G9-S-37/55-2001: vaulted chamber tomb; phase 2
(Fig. 3:A-D).

In the chamber (G8) a secondary burial of four 
people was discovered. Two were women aged 40-45 and 
25-30 years, one was a man of 20-25 years of age. The sex 
of the fourdi deceased, who was 12-15 years old at death, 
could not be identified. In the grave shaft, another burial 
(G9) was encountered, somewhat above the level of tire 
grave chamber. The body of a young woman had been laid 
there in an anatomical order, at the right side, with head 
pointing east.

This tomb yielded animal bones that were both 
numerous and varied. Among them were post-consumption 
remains of different species, as well as dog and equid burials.

The post-consumption remains were found in the 
north-eastern corner of the grave chamber G8, and in at 
least two concentrations in die horizontal part of die grave 
shaft G8A leading to die chamber’s entrance (Fig. 3:B,D).

In the north-eastern corner of the chamber, 
172 bone fragments were found, 122 of which (71%) were 
identified. All belonged to sheep and goat. An analysis of 
dieir anatomical distribution proved that all parts of die 
skeleton were represented, but rib and vertebrae fragments 
prevailed. Of the bones, 33.6% belonged to animals killed 
before reaching morphological maturity, mostly aged 
between 15 and 24 months. Two astragalus bones of sheep 
were measured, which allowed for the calculation of dieir 
withers height. In bodi cases it reached 63.5 cm, showing 
that the animals represented a small morphological type 
of sheep. The two concentrations of post-consumption 
remains from the shaft were found at different levels of die 
fill. One was located in the shafts north-eastern part, and 
die odier -  in its north-western part, near a dog burial 
(see below). Unfortunately, in the course of exploration 
die bones from the two concentrations got mixed up 
and therefore they were analyzed together. They counted 
152 bone fragments in total, of which 142 (93.2%) were 
identified.

The assemblage included bones of sheep, goat, pig, 
cattle and an equid. Remains of small ruminants were most 
abundant, with all parts of die skeleton represented, but 
diose of the trunk being most numerous. 15% of bones of

diese species belonged to animals slaughtered at a young 
age -  some less than a year old, and some around the age 
of three. One sheep astragalus was measured and yielded 
a withers height of 63.5 cm.

Among the cattle, there was one animal aged 
approx. 3.5 years at the time of death. One calcaneus was 
measured; it belonged to a small-bodied animal of the Bos 
taurus brachyceros type, approx. 90 cm high in withers.

One of die pigs was ca. 2 years old at death. The 
width of the distal part of its tibia scored 18 on a 100-point 
scale, which proves that the specimen was of medium size.

Equid bones came from morphologically adult 
animals. Based on measurements of two phalange II, their 
size was judged as small, with withers height no greater 
dian 110 cm. Considering its small size, it most probably 
was a donkey.

Apart from the post-consumption bone fragments, 
the shaft yielded also a dog burial (Fig. 3: A). The dog was 
interred in die shafts south-eastern corner; it was laid on its 
left side, with legs outstretched and head pointing south, 
towards die entrance of the tomb. The dog was young, 
probably approx. 18 months at death. At a later time, when 
a young woman (G9) was also buried in the grave shaft, the 
dog’s remains were separated from her burial with a small 
wall.

Outside the whole grave, in a separate pit border­
ing the grave shaft from the west, a burial of an equid was 
discovered (Fig. 3:C). It too was presumably connected 
with the chamber tomb (see below). The bones were found 
mixed, probably due to a secondary nature of the burial. 
They represented various anatomical elements, but canine 
teeth, phalange of a front limb, and a tibia, calcaneus and 
splint bone of die left hind limb were missing. The bones 
belonged to an adult animal, aged ca. 15-17 years, most 
probably a female, as suggested by the lack of the canine. 
However, it is also possible that the canine was lost eidier 
during the skeleton’s deposition in the grave or during 
exploration.

Morphological analysis indicates that die animal 
was an onager. Such an identification is hinted at by the 
proportions of die widdi of the shaft to the maximum 
length of its metacarpal and metatarsal bones which scored 
13.4 and 10.2 respectively, and by the animal’s withers 
height of ca. 121.5 cm.

5) G5-SD-36/64-2003: chamber grave with a “diamond”- 
shape covering; phase 2.

Burial of a child of unidentified sex, approx. 7 years 
of age. The body was lying on its right side, with the head 
pointing west.

There were 33 bone fragments in the grave, 17 of 
which could be identified. They represented three species: 
sheep, goat and pig. On a fragment of a pig pelvis, blacke­
ning by contact with fire was noticed. The animal bones lay 
in die north-eastern corner of the grave chamber, near the 
child’s skull.
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Fig. 3. Chamber tomb G8/9-S-37/55 with accompanying animal burials (Photo A. Reiche): A -  Dog remains deposited in the corner of 
the grave shaft in front of the entrance; В -  Chamber tomb G8/9 -  view from the grave shaft (the lowermost level with a dog burial and 
ajar); Ci -  Equid remains buried in a pit situated to the west from the chamber tomb G8/9; D -  Plan of the grave G8/9 with a shaft (G8A) 
and a pit with equid bones situated west from the grave (Drawing M. Momot).

Rye. 3. Grobowiec komorowy G8/9-S-37/55 z towarzyszącymi pochówkami zwierzęcymi: A -  szczątki psa pochowane w narożniku szybu 
grobowego przed wejściem do komory; В -  grobowiec komorowy G8/9 -  widok od strony szybu (najniższy poziom z pochówkiem psa 
i naczyniem); C -  szczątki koniowatego pochowane w jamie usytuowanej na zachód od grobowca kometowego G8/9; D -  plan grobu 
G8/9 z szybem (G8A) i jamą z kośćmi koniowatego usytuowaną na zachód od grobu.
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6) G2-D-31/42-2004: vaulted chamber tomb; phase 2.
The grave contained two burials; of a ca. 30 year 

old man and of anodier adult of unidentified sex. It was 
a consecutive burial -  die bones of die first deceased were 
pushed towards the northern wall of die chamber to make 
space for the next body. The man was dien laid in the mid­
dle of the chamber, on his right side, with die head pointing 
east.

Approximately 100 animal bone fragments were 
found in die grave. All belong to a sheep or goat aged ca. 
4-4 .5 years.5 Trunk and long bone fragments could be 
discerned within the skeletal material. The animal remains 
were located in the eastern part of die chamber, behind the 
head of the buried man.

Discussion

Animal offerings in the graves
In the early and -  especially -  in the middle phase 

of die MBA settlement at Tell Arbid, parts of animals or, 
more rarely, whole animals were deposited in some graves. 
In most of die graves the bones’ state of preservation (small 
and fragmented) indicates diat they are of a post-consump­
tion character. Splitting and preparing meat for consump­
tion often results in a similar fragmentation of bones. 
Moreover, some of the bones were blackened, most proba­
bly scorched during roasting.

Sheep, Ot'is orientalisf. domestica f .  dries) and goat, 
Capra aegagrus f. dom estica ( f  hircus), bones were most 
abundant in the graves. The sheep represented a small type, 
while the goats were of a large breed. Many belonged to 
animals slaughtered at a young age, before reaching mor­
phological maturity, that is younger than 3.5 years. Besides 
the small ruminants’ bones, the graves yielded also less 
numerous remains of pig (Susscofraf. dom estica) and cattle, 
B osprim igen ius f. dom estica if. taurus). The pigs were a fully 
domesticated, mid-sized form. The catde was of the Bos 
taurus brachyceros type. Only one grave yielded the remains 
of an equid, most probably of a donkey, Equus africanus 
f. dom estica f .  asinus). Although various parts of carcasses 
were deposited in the graves, in the case of sheep and goat 
valuable parts of the trunk were most abundant.

The animal bones were most frequently found in 
graves of a relatively sophisticated and work-consuming 
construction. In two of the six analyzed cases, they were 
discovered in chamber graves with a “diamond”-shape 
covering, in further two -  in vaulted chamber tombs, and 
only once were they encountered in a simple pit grave.

5 Animal remains from this grave were analyzed by Dr. Anna 
Grçzak from the Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw.

Taking into account also die graves with animal bones 
which have not been archaeozoologically analyzed, the pic­
ture of animal bones’ distribution in graves of various con­
struction types is as follows: 3 vaulted tombs, 3 chamber 
graves with a “diamond” shape covering, 2 pit graves, 1 cist 
and 1 unidentified grave construction.

The animal remains were encountered in graves 
with both scarce and fairly abundant grave goods (as the 
goods were of similar quality and value, it is difficult to 
describe them as “rich”). This might indicate that there was 
no correlation between the presence of the animal offering 
and the abundance of grave furnishings. On the other 
hand, the more frequent appearance of the offerings in gra­
ves of a more intricate construction does hint at an associa­
tion between the social status of die deceased and the cha­
racter and complexity of funeral rites.

Post-consumption remains were attested in graves 
of adults, both women and men, as well as of children aged 
above six years at death. In single burials, they most often 
accompanied children of the 7-14  years age group, and in 
one case -  a young woman. In multiple burials, they were 
found alongside adults of both sexes. However, taking into 
account the rather small sample, diese observations are pro­
visional and may be proven incidental.

In all cases, apart from two chamber tombs, the 
animal remains were situated solely within the grave cham­
bers. They were usually placed in a corner, behind the head 
of the deceased. This suggests that they were intended for 
die deceased him- or herself. Seeing as remains of body 
parts appreciated for their taste and nutritional value pre­
vailed in the offerings and that they had sometimes been 
prepared for consumption, die offerings seem to have been 
intended as provisions for the dead for their journey into 
the Netherworld.

In chamber tomb G8/G9-S-37/55, post-consump­
tion remains were found not only in the chamber but also 
in the grave shaft, at the entrance to the grave. The cham­
ber contained secondary burials of four people (all die 
disarticulated bones had been piled together) and an offer­
ing of sheep, deposited probably at the time of the funeral. 
The reason for the secondary nature of the burial is un­
known; perhaps the people had been buried temporarily, 
with a view of being moved later, or maybe the family of the 
deceased moved to a new place of residence and took die 
bones of their relatives to be reburied near their new home. 
Whatever the reason, this last burial was accompanied by 
an offering of sheep, which may have played a role in some 
funeral rites marking the moment of passing to the Nether­
world, Only one animal was offered to the four deceased.
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After die human burial, the entrance to the grave 
chamber was blocked and a dog was buried in the grave 
shaft (see below). The grave chamber was not reopened 
afterwards, but at a later date the body of a young woman 
was deposited in die shaft, opposite the tombs entrance, 
beside the dogs body.

Post-consumption bone remains were found at 
least at two different levels inside die grave shaft of G8/G9- 
S-37/55-2001. This would suggest that offerings were made 
not only at the time of burial, but also later. The animal 
bones may represent traces of offerings deposited as part of 
ancestor worship performed during post-funeral rites.

Various grave goods were also found in die shafts 
of other chamber tombs from Tell Arbid. Animal remains 
were encountered in die shaft of die badly damaged tomb 
G2/G4-SD-36/64/ and in tomb G2-D-31/42, vessels -  
probably at least symbolizing or perhaps actually conta­
ining a food offering -  were found at three different levels 
in the shaft. They may attest to funerary offerings being 
deposited not just at die time of burial, but several times 
afterwards. Therefore, it seems that at Tell Arbid there was 
an association between chamber tomb burials and practic­
ing funerary rites that included depositing an offering -  
also of animals -  in the shafts of tombs die entrances of 
which had already been blocked.

Animal remains and vessels have been found also 
in graves (both in chambers and shafts) at neighbouring 
sites from this period. Numerous Khabur ware vessels were 
found in the chamber and at three levels of die grave shaft 
of an MBA tomb at Tell Mozan (D OHMANN-PFÄLZNER, 
PfäLZNER 2000: 215-216). At the site of Chagar Bazar, 
chambers and shafts of shaft graves yielded animal offe­
rings. The offerings from the shafts were deposited just 
once, probably when the shaft was being filled with earth 
(Cordy, Léon, Tunca 2009).7 Also there, as at Tell Arbid, 
bones of young sheep and pigs were most frequent. As for 
offerings of sheep, in the chambers, fragments of trunks 
prevailed, whereas in the shafts, heads and distal parts of 
limbs were most frequent. At Chagar Bazar goat offerings 
were rare, as were gazelle, birds and fish (the latter, just one 
instance). These species (apart from goat) are absent from 
the Tell Arbid grave assemblages. And, on the other hand, 
in the Chagar Bazar graves, neither catde nor equid rema­
ins have been attested. This demonstrates some variation in 
the choice of animals for sacrifices at the two sites.

” Bones from this tomb have not: been analyzed. Animal remains 
were also found in tomb G7-P-37/62 investigated by the team from 
the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań (KOLIŃSKI 2009: 2).

' At Chagar Bazar, chamber tombs were also found by Max

A unique case at Teil Arbid is the chamber grave 
G2-SR-36/59 with a “diamond”- shape covering, where the 
remains of sheep/goat, pig and cattle were located behind 
die head of die buried child, whereas the bones of a 
sheep/goat lay near its feet (Fig, 2).

This burial was doubly distinguished -  firsdy by its 
elaborate structure, and secondly by this double animal 
offering. The two locations of the animal bones suggest 
diat the two offerings may have had different purposes. 
The cuts deposited by die head may have been intended for 
die deceased personally, whereas those deposited by die 
feet could have been offered, e.g. to die spirits of die dead 
or to die gods of the Netherworld. In no other grave at Tell 
Arbid has such a dual location of animal offerings been 
noted so far. However, it does bring to mind die offerings 
from die shaft graves at Chagar Bazar; die bones found by 
the feet of the deceased, diat is in die “outermost” part of 
die chamber, would correspond to die offerings deposited 
in the shafts of those graves. Yet in grave G2-SR-36/59 no 
difference has been noticed regarding the value of the two 
assemblages, whereas at Chagar Bazar the cuts deposited in 
the two locations clearly differ in that respect.

Animal offerings in cuneiform sources
Information on animal sacrifices for die deceased 

come from cuneiform texts mentioning kispum rituals held 
during funerals, and later, during ceremonies related to the 
cult of die dead (T sukimoto  1985: 42-47, 62-64, 79- 
91). It is not certain if die kispum offerings were deposited 
direedy in the graves, it does, however, seem quite probable 
(T sukim oto  1980: 132). For Tell Arbid, the closest 
available information (both in territorial and chronological 
terms) comes from the Mari archives, where texts mention­
ing kispum for rulers were found. There are also several 
contemporary texts from southern Mesopotamia which 
also mention kispum/ As attested by the texts, sheep was 
the most frequent offering, which is mirrored in the bone 
assemblages found in graves. The kispum texts occasionally 
mention catde, but usually the term “meat” is used without 
reference to the species of the animal/ Information on the 
particular meat cuts used for the sacrifice is also lacking 
from most texts. From the few exceptions we learn that 
both whole animals and their parts could be offered, 
and that sometimes they were subjected to some thermal 
treatment. An early second millennium text from Mari

Mallowan, but in bis excavation reports there is no mention of 
animal bones.

s We are referring here to texts edited by  Tsukimoto ( 1 9 8 5 : 3 9 - 7 8 ) .  

*  P i ą t k o w s k a -M a ł e c k a , W y g n a ń s k a  2 0 0 6 :  8 4 - 8 8 .
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(Mari 12803; BlROT 1980:139-150) contains instructions 
for a ki spurn offering for royal ancestors. A sheep should be 
sacrificed, of which the best cuts should be cooked and 
offered to Shamash before the actual rites for the dead can 
begin.

In a much later, coming from the first millennium 
BC, text of an incantation to Shamash, Ea and Marduk and 
to the ancestral spirits of an ailing person for whom a rite 
was held (BBR 52; TSUKIMOTO 1985; 167) diere is men­
tion of sacrificing a sheep shoulder along with fat and roast­
ed meat. In a royal kispurn text coming also from die first 
millennium BC (ADD 1016; T s u k im o t o  1985; 108-109),10 
there is mention of the meat cuts used for die offerings. 
They are the valuable parts: two thighs, three shoulders 
of an undefined kind of animal, dien, die stomach, liver, 
kidneys and heart of an ox and also two cuts of meat of one 
roast sheep; besides, there was an offering of five whole 
sheep, one female spring lamb and a duck. It does seem that 
the nutritional value and taste of die cuts were of import­
ance in die choice of meat joints for die offerings; there is 
no mention of any religious considerations in diis matter. 
The meat offerings for the deceased were identical to those 
offered to the gods of the Netherworld or to demons and 
ghosts.11 According to the texts, the meat could be cooked 
or roasted, but it could also be offered raw.

Accompanying animal burials
Apart from post-consumption animal remains, 

tomb G8/G9-S-37/55 yielded also burials of whole animals: 
a young dog and an equid, presumably an onager.1 The dog 
burial was deposited in the shaft leading into the grave 
chamber at the time of deposition of four peoples remains 
in the tombs chamber. The dogs remains were buried in an 
anatomical order, whereas that of the four people was 
secondary. It seems that the reason for the animals burial 
was not of an emotional nature (a pet buried widi its 
owners) but rather that it had a ritual character.

Instances of dogs buried alongside humans are not 
common in Mesopotamia.13 Two parallels for the Tell 
Arbid burial come from the last phase of the Early Bronze

10 For a new transliteration and translation of the supplemented 
text see also: SAA VII: no. 197.

11 For instance, in a ritual to banish an evil spirit or demon, a sheep 
must be offered along with the meat from a shoulder (of an 
unspecified species), fat and roasted meat (TSUKIMOTO 1985: 
157); offerings for Anunnaki, the gods of the Underworld had an 
almost identical composition (TSUKIMOTO 1985: 195-196).
12 The two accompanying animal burials were already described
(P ią t k o w s k a -M a ł e c k a , W y g n a ń s k a  2006).

Age from Selenkahiye (CARTER, PARKER 1995: 109) and 
Tell Madhur (Za r in s  1986: 172-173). All these cases share 
similarities: a young animal was chosen for the sacrifice, 
diev were accompanied by the burial of odier animals 
(equids, cattle) and they were separated (by a barrier or 
distance) from the human burials drey accompanied. This 
context might indicate that the dog was intended as a guar­
dian. Different in character was the MBA I burial from Tell 
Barri, a site situated in the vicinity of Tell Arbid; a dogs 
skull was deposited with a silver collar behind the head 
of the child whose skeleton was also not complete 
(Pe c o r e l l a  1999: 15-19). It might be assumed that close 
relationship was behind the decision to bury the animal 
with the precious collar and deposit it so close to the 
deceased human.

Cuneiform texts from the MBA mention dog of­
ferings in the context of rituals accompanying peace treaties 
between Amorite tribes (ARM II 37).1-1 Despite the diffe­
rent context, this text may provide vital clues for die inter­
pretation of the Tell Arbid find, as it is die first mention of 
a dog sacrifice.

Another animal sacrifice that most probably ac­
companied die G8/G9 tomb was diat of an equid. Its 
mixed bones were found in a small, irregular pit a bit to 
the west from the tomb (Fig. 3:C). It abutted die south- 
-western corner of the grave shaft but was not directly 
joined with die grave pit. In spite of this, there are a few 
reasons to believe diat it was associated widi die tomb:
-  the pit was dug when the area around die tomb was no 

longer used for purposes other dian burials;
-  carrying disarticulated bones of a whole animal to die top 

of a tell and burying diem there is tiresome and cannot 
be explained by practical considerations (it would have 
been much easier to bury them almost anywhere else);

-  the pit damaged remnants of other Khabur Ware Period 
structures but did not harm the grave structure.

The bottom of the pit was located much higher than the 
bottom of the grave chamber -  this however may be due to 
the inclination of the slope in this spot.

15 It must, however, be noted that lack of publications concerning 
animal bones from many sites may be distorting the actual picture. 

14 DURAND 2002: 443-445. An official by the name of Ibal-El 
wrote to the ruler of Mari informinghim of his arrival in the city 
of Aślakka, where he was to make peace between the tribes of Ida- 
-Maras and the Hannaneans. The tribes proposed to make offer­
ings of a puppy and a goat, but finally it was agreed that a donkey 
should be offered instead. More on the subject, cf. WYGNAŃSKA 

2011.
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Parallels for accompanying burials of equids are 
quite numerous (WYGNAŃSKA 2011). They seem to be of 
special importance in die burial customs associated with 
West-Semitic cultural influences in the 1st half of the 2n̂  
millennium BC in Mesopotamia and southern Levant, and 
even in the Nile Delta at so-called Hyksos sites. Ritual 
significance of equids is confirmed by die letter from Mari, 
mentioned above (ARM II 37), referring to the sacrifice of 
a donkey while concluding a peace treaty. It may be surmi­
sed that this mirrored the importance of the animals in eco­
nomy and everyday life in this particular period. At a time 
when the horse, although known, was not yet popular, die 
other equids -  die donkey and die onager were the main 
means of transport for men and goods. Therefore, offerings 
of diese animals in funerary contexts may be taken to mark 
a high social rank of the buried person. They may have also 
had some other meaning which is lost to us, as it is not 
directly reflected in the archaeological material.

Summary
At Tell Arbid, in the Midd le Bronze Age, the prac­

tice of deposi ting animal sacrifices in some graves has been 
attested. The offerings could have taken the form of whole 
animals or their fragments. The latter came most frequen­
tly from die choicest meat cuts of young sheep and goats. 
Animal offerings were found in 10 of 32 explored graves 
from this period. They were thus frequent, but not usual, 
part of grave assemblages. Most (although not all) of the 
graves containing these sacrifices were of a relatively elabo­
rate construction, which indicates a connection between 
this kind of offering and the overall social standing of the

deceased. This hypothesis seems to find confirmation in 
die fact that die offerings were discovered only in graves of 
adults or older children, who -  unlike infants -  would have 
a recognized position in the local society.

Animal remains were most often found in a corner 
of the grave chamber, close to the head of the deceased; 
they were probably intended as his or her provisions for the 
journey to die Netherworld. Only in vaulted chamber 
tombs were the animal remnants found bodi in the cham­
bers and in the shafts, next to the chambers entrance. 
Deposited at different levels of the shaft’s fill, they can be 
interpreted as traces of rituals celebrated there -  perhaps 
more than once -  after the actual funeral. Such rituals and 
offerings are known from cuneiform texts mentioning the 
kispum  ritual.

The sacrifices of whole animals, a dog and an 
equid, ritually offered to die dead, had probably a different 
character. They were supposed to mark the social status 
of the deceased, but they also may be a trace of funeral 
ceremonies associated with Middle Bronze Age West- 
-Semitic culture.
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Abbreviations (texts editions)

ADD -  G.H.W. Johns, Assyrian Deeds a n d  Documents, Cambridge 1898.

ARM II -  C.-F. Jean, Lettres diverses, Archives Royales de Mari II, Paris 1950.

BBR -  H. Zimmern, Beiträge zur K enntnis d er  babylonischen Religion, D ie Beschwörungstafeln Śurpu, R itualtafeln f ü r  den  
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J o a n n a  P i ą t k o w s κ λ - Μ a l e c k  a , Z u z a n n a  W y g n a ń s k a

S z c z ą t k i  z w ie r z ę c e  z g r o b ó w  ze  ś r o d k o w e g o  o k r e s u  e p o k i  b r ą z u  z  T e ll  
A r b id  (p ó ł n o c n o -w s c h o d n i a  S y r i a )

Podczas prac wykopaliskowych przeprowadzo­
nych w latach 1997-2008 na stanowisku 'leli Arbid (pół­
nocno-wschodnia Syria) odkryto między innymi 32 groby 
ze środkowego okresu epoki brązu. Były one usytuowane 
w bezpośrednim sąsiedztwie osady z tego samego okresu 
i pochodzą z trzech kolejnych faz osadnictwa środkowo- 
brązowego. Stwierdzono, że pomimo pewnych zmian w spo­
sobie grzebania zmarłych, zachowana była ciągłość tradycji 
funeralnych. Jednym ze zwyczajów było składanie do gro­
bów ofiar zwierzęcych. Znaleziono je w dziesięciu grobach, 
a analizie archeozoologicznej poddano szczątki kostne po­
chodzące z sześciu z nich.

Wśród zwierzęcych szczątków kostnych odkrywa­
nych w grobach z Ted Arbid wyróżnia się dwie kategorie 
znalezisk: 1. części ciał zwierzęcych składane do grobów ja­
ko dar pogrzebowy oraz 2. towarzyszące pochówki całych 
zwierząt. Znaleziska pierwszego rodzaju w większości przy­
padków zdeponowane były w obrębie komór grobowych. 
Szczątki znajdowały się w jednym z narożników, w pobliżu 
głów zmarłych. Sugeruje to, że były one przeznaczone bez­
pośrednio dla nich, być może jako pożywienie na drogę 
w zaświaty.

Jedynie w dwóch przypadkach fragmenty kostne 
znaleziono zarówno w komorze, jak i w prowadzącym do 
niej szybie. Znajdowały się one na różnych poziomach i zo­
stały zdeponowane już po zamknięciu grobowca. Sugeruje 
to, że składano je prawdopodobnie kilkukrotnie, w ramach 
rytuałów popogrzebowych. Tego rodzaju praktyki mogą 
być interpretowane jako cykliczne obrzędy ku czci przod­
ków. Znajdują one odzwierciedlenie w źródłach klinowych 
z tego okresu, które wspominają rytuał kispum.

W  obrębie komory grobowej, jak również w szy­
bie, znadowano zwierzęce fragmenty kostne o charakterze 
resztek pokonsumpcyjnych. Wskazuje na to stan ich zacho­
wania, w postaci drobnych, pokruszonych fragmentów, 
i ślady zaobserwowane na powierzchniach niektórych ko­
ści. Należały one przede wszystkim do owcy, Ovis ońen ta lis

f .  dom estica (f. aries) i kozy, Capra aegagrus f .  domestica 
if. h irá is), rzadziej świni, Sus scofra f  dom estica  i bydła, Bos 
prim igen iu s f .  dom estica (f. taurus). Tylko w jednym z gro­
bów znaleziono nieliczne szczątki zwierzęcia z rodziny ko- 
niowatych, najprawdopodobniej osła,Equus africanas f. d o ­
mestica if. asinus). W  przypadku owcy i kozy, wśród czę­
ści składanych do grobów dominowały wartościowe pod 
względem konsumpcyjnym elementy tułowia (fragmenty 
kręgów i żeber), często pochodzące z osobników zabitych 
w młodym wieku.

Szczątki zwierzęce znajdowano w grobach różnych 
typów, wśród których przeważały te o pracochłonnej kon­
strukcji, np. grobowce z cegły suszonej. Wskazuje to na 
ewentualny związek obecności ofiary zwierzęcej z wysokim 
statusem zmarłego. Nie zaobserwowano jednak związku 
pomiędzy obecnością ofiary a bogatym wyposażeniem; nie 
stwierdzono również, by składanie ofiary zwierzęcej było 
uwarunkowane płcią lub wiekiem zmarłego.

Oprócz szczątków pokonsumpcyjnych w niektó­
rych grobach komorowych odkryto pochówki całych zwie­
rząt; psa i zwierzęcia koniowatego, najprawdopodobniej 
onagra. Interpretacja pochówku psa jest trudna, między in­
nymi z powodu małej liczby analogii. Nie można jednakże 
wykluczyć, że wiązał się on z rolą psa jako strażnika. 
Pochówki koniowatych w grobach są natomiast bardzo licz­
ne i wydają się być charakterystyczne dla środkowego brązu 
na terenach Mezopotamii, południowego Lewantu oraz 
Delty Nilu (tz-w. stanowiska hyksoskie). Popularność zwy­
czaju chowania zwierząt koniowatych odzwierciedla praw­
dopodobnie ich ważną rolę, jaką odgrywały gospodarce 
tego okresu. W  kontekście funeralnym wskazują one praw­
dopodobnie na wysoką pozycję społeczną pochowanej w gro­
bie osoby. Wydaje się ponadto, że towarzyszące pochówki 
koniowatych, zwłaszcza osłów, miały szczególny związek 
ze zwyczajami pogrzebowymi zachodniosemickiego kręgu 
kulturowego.
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