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T he D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  w as n o t only  a  s ig n ific a n t d o cu m en t for 
th e  p io n ee rin g  s ta te  sy s tem  u n d e r  co n s tru c tio n  a n d  i ts  c itizens; i t  w as  a n  
u n p re c e d e n te d  case  on a  m u ch  w id er scale. N ev er befo re  h a d  a  n a tio n  te rm i­
n a te d  a  “social a g re e m e n t” b e tw e e n  th e  r u l e d  a n d  th e  r u le r .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  
y e a rs , th e  p rin c ip le s  in c lu d ed  in  th e  d o cu m en t c o n s titu te d  a  s e t  o f core 
te n e ts  close to  th e  h e a r t  o f every  A m erican . S ince 1776, th e  v a lu e s  o f th e  
D e c la r a t io n  -  be i t  d e lib e ra te ly  o r n o t -  h av e  co n seq u en tly  b e e n  sp re a d  in  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s . H ow ever, th e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  e m p h a s i s  t h a t  c e r ta in  v a lu es  
received  in  d iffe re n t h is to ric  c irc u m sta n c es  d iffered  over th e  s p a n  o f y ears .

I t  a p p e a rs  a  ru le  t h a t  th e  id e a s  of th e  D e c la r a t io n  becom e v iv id ly  m a n i­
fe s ted  a t  th e  m o m en ts  o f p eril. T he  id e a ls  t h a t  w ere  b ro u g h t to  th e  fo reg ro ­
u n d  sp e a k  vo lu m es a b o u t th e  n a tu re  o f th e  th re a ts . A n a n a ly s is  o f F ra n k lin  
D elano  R oosevelt’s rad io  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  p rov ides r ic h  food for th o u g h t in  th is  
re sp ec t. T h e  co m p ariso n  o f th e  tw o sou rces b r in g s  conclusions t h a t  c a s t e x tra  
lig h t on th e  e v e n ts  o f th e  tim e s  a s  w ell a s  on  w h a t v a lu e s  g a in ed  m o st 
a t te n tio n  a t  th e  tim e s  o f th e  u l t im a te  challenges.

T h e  id e a  o f F D R ’s C h a ts  w as  n o t a  w a rtim e  in v e n tio n 1 . T h e  a im  w as 
to  in fo rm  th e  n a tio n  a b o u t th e  s itu a tio n  in  th e  country , g o v e rn m e n t’s p la n s  
a n d  P re s id e n t’s re flec tions. C a su a l a n d  im p ro v ised  a s  th e  C h a ts  m ay  have

1 T h e y  s ta r te d  o n  S u n d a y , 12  M a rch  1 9 3 3 , Fireside Chats o f Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
(2 2  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /fd r .h tm l>; cf. K . M ic h a łe k , N a  drodze ku  
potędze. Historia Stanów Zjednoczonych Ameryki 1961-1945, K iW , W a r sz a w a  1 9 9 3 , p . 3 4 5 .

http://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.html
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seem ed , th e y  w ere  ca re fu lly  p la n n e d  a n d  in te n d e d  to  h av e  a  c le a r-cu t im p ac t 
on  th e  lis te n e rs . T h e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  w ere  a  so r t o f “l i tm u s  p a p e r” to  te s t  th e  
social m oods; th e y  allow ed  R oosevelt to  so u n d  o u t w h a t A m erica  w a s  an d  
w h a t i t  w a s  n o t  p re p a re d  for.

T he p re -w a r  C h a ts  (1 9 3 3 -1 9 3 9 ) w ere  m e a n t to  u n i te  th e  n a tio n , an d  
ra is e  th e  sp ir i ts  in  th e  m id s t o f th e  G re a t D ep ressio n . T he hom e econom ic 
cond itio n  w as  d ra m a tic  in  1933, th e  success o f th e  P re s id e n t’s a t te m p ts  to 
im prove th e  s itu a tio n  seem ed  d e b a ta b le 2. T h u s  effective co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  
th e  n a tio n  a p p e a re d  crucia l. T he b ro a d c a s ts  w ere  to  prov ide R oosevelt w ith  
th e  n eed ed  po litica l b ack u p  to  cope w ith  th e  econom ic a n d  social s itu a tio n 3. 
T h e re  w as l i t t le  room  for in te rn a tio n a l  po litics in  th o se  p re -w a r  C h a ts 4.

C onversely, th e  w a rtim e  b ro a d c a s ts  (1939-1944) w ere  b o u n d  w ith  th e  
in te rn a tio n a l  a ffa irs , th u s  s ig n ifican tly  m ore  closely re la te d  to  th e  v a lu e s  of 
th e  D e c la r a t io n .  T he  C h a ts  becam e m ore  u n iv e rsa l in  m ean in g , w h ich  m ade 
th e m  com pelling  a n d  m ean in g fu l n o t on ly  for th e  A m erican s. N o t on ly  did 
th e  b ro a d c a s ts  ap p ly  to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o r N o rth  A m erica, b u t  also  touched  
u p o n  th e  ch a llen g es  v ita l  for th e  e n tire  w orld . T h a t conclusion  seem s th e  
f irs t  an a lo g y  b e tw een  th e  C h a ts  a n d  th e  D e c la r a t io n ; th e y  b o th  a u g u re d  
geopo litical ch an g es  a n d  a  rem o d elled  w orld  o rd e r an d  th e  fu tu re  b a la n c e  of 
pow ers.

* * *

T h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  w as  ro o ted  in  th e  E u ro p e a n  Age of 
E n lig h te n m e n t; th e re fo re , n o t e n tire ly  w as  i t  a n  “A m erican  in v e n tio n ”. T he 
m o st e v id e n t E u ro p e a n -o rig in  concept in  th e  D e c la r a t io n  is  th a t  co n cern in g  
th e  re la tio n s  b e tw een  th e  ru le r  a n d  th e  ru led , developed  by  J e a n  Ja c q u e s  
R o u sse a u 5 . E v e ry  h u m a n  b e in g  is b o rn  w ith  a  s e t  of c e r ta in  c a rd in a l r ig h ts , 
su ch  a s  th e  r ig h t  to  live, freedom  a n d  p u rs u i t  of h a p p in e ss . T h ese  r ig h ts  a re  
in a lie n a b le  since th e y  h av e  b e e n  g ra n te d  by  th e  God. T he D e c la r a t io n ,  th e r e ­

2 A c tu a lly , a  lo t  o f  F D R ’s “N e w  D e a l” m e a s u r e s  h a d  n o t b e e n  o r ig in a lly  R o o se v e lt ’s (e .g . 
p u b lic  w o r k s  or r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  in d u s tr y  s c h e m e s ) .  T h e y  w e r e  a n  e x te n s io n  or p la n s  o f  th e  
p re v io u s  a d m in is tr a t io n  u n d er  H e rb e rt H oover. T h e  o th er s  -  o f  F D R ’s a u th o r sh ip  -  a re  a s s e s s e d  
b y  h is to r ia n s  in  v a r io u s  w a y s  a s  for th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  th e ir s .  Cf. K. M ic h a łe k , N a drodze..., 
pp . 3 1 0 -3 1 1 ;  J .  P o w e ll, How FDR’s New Deal Harmed Millions o f Poor People. (7  N ov. 2 0 1 1 ), 
[o n lin e ]  < h ttp : / /w w w .c a to .o r g /p u b _ d is p la y .p h p ? p u b _ id = 3 3 5 7 >; W .E . L e u c h te n b u r g , The FDR  
Years: On Roosevelt and His Legacy, C o lu m b ia  U n iv e r s it y  P r e s s  (7  N o v  2 0 1 1 ), [o n lin e ]  < h ttp ://  
w w w .w a s h in g to n p o s t .c o m /w p -s r v /s ty le /lo n g te r m /b o o k s /c h a p 1 /fd r y e a r s .h tm >.

3 T h e  fu ll  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  o r ig in a l Chats a v a ila b le  a t  (1 8  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://  
w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /fd r .h tm l>.

4 A ll th e  Chats from  th e  p e r io d  12 M a rch  1 9 3 3  -  2 4  J u n e  1 9 3 9  w e r e  e x c lu s iv e ly  d e v o te d  to  
th e  h o m e  m a t te r s ,  e c o n o m y  a n d  c r is is . Cf. th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  Fireside Chats, (2 2  N ov. 20 1 1 ), 
[o n lin e ] < h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o rg /fd r /fd r .h tm l>.

5 J .J .  R o u s se a u , The Social Contract or Principles o f Political R ight. E n g . tr a n s l .  G .D .H . 
C ole, (6  F eb . 2 0 1 2 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .co n stitu tio n .o rg /jjr /so co n .h tm >, B o o k  1, c h a p ter s  6 , 7, 8; 
B o o k  2 , c h a p te r  12; B o o k  3 , c h a p te r  10.

http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=3357
http://%e2%80%a8www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/style/longterm/books/chap1/fdryears.htm
http://%e2%80%a8www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/style/longterm/books/chap1/fdryears.htm
http://%e2%80%a8www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.html
http://%e2%80%a8www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.html
http://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.html
http://www.constitution.org/jjr/socon.htm
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fore, w as  a  re v o lu tio n a ry  a c t e s ta b lish in g  a  sy s tem  of in te rp e rso n a l re la tio n s  
w ith in  th e  new  s ta te  o rgan ism .

T he rem in iscen ces  o f th e  above a re  o b servab le  in  th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts .  
R oosevelt fre q u e n tly  re fe rs  to  h u m a n  d ig n ity  a n d  h u m a n  r ig h ts  in  g e n e ra l6 . 
I t  is  no ticeab le  in  th e  f ra g m e n ts  co n cern in g  h is  a p p e a ls  for h u m a n ita r ia n  
he lp  for c iv ilian s  in  th e  N az i-G erm any-occup ied  c o u n tr ie s 7 . T he  r ig h ts  to  
live, freedom  from  fe a r  a n d  p u rs u i t  o f h a p p in e ss  a re  re g u la r ly  e m p h a s iz e d 8 . 
A dditionally , th e  P re s id e n t  p u t  i t  c lea rly  t h a t  th e  m e n tio n e d  r ig h ts  ap p ly  to  
a l l  n a tio n s  -  in c lu d in g  th e  socie ties o f th e  c o u n trie s  t h a t  w ere  h o s tile  to  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s 9 . D ue to  su ch  a n  a p p ro ach  R oosevelt p ro m o ted  in a lie n a b ility  
of th e  h u m a n  rig h ts , re g a rd le s s  of th e  c u r re n t  s itu a tio n .

T he above le t  P re s id e n t  R oosevelt s e p a ra te  tw o e le m e n ts  in d isp e n sa b le  
for th e  fu tu re  po litics o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ith  b o th  th e  w in n e rs  a n d  th e  
lo sers. T he p a r t in g  of th e  society  from  th e  ru le r(s )  a llow ed  for c ritic iz in g  th e  
s y s te m s  w ith o u t d a m n in g  th e  p e o p le .  R eg a rd le ss  w h a t th e  e x te n t o f social 
su p p o rt for H itle r, M usso lin i o r H iro h ito  th e re  w as in  th e ir  co u n trie s , su ch  
a  s tra te g y  opened  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a  w ay  to  d e fe a t  b u t  n o t  to  h u m i l i a t e  th e  
enem y. T he id e a  o f s e p a ra tio n  is  c le a r  in  th e  D e c la r a t io n ,  too; i t  d rew  a  line  
b e tw een  th e  K in g ’s v io la tio n s  to w a rd s  th e  C olonies a n d  th e  B r itis h  society 
(re fe rre d  to  a s  th e  “B r it is h  B re th re n ”1 0 ). I t  n eed s  to  be u n d e rs to o d  i t  is  no t 
th e  n a t io n s  b u t  s ta te s  t h a t  g e t involved  in  w ars . T he ju x ta p o s itio n  of th e  tw o 
ca tego ries: n a t io n  a n d  s ta te  h a d  b e e n  a n  in v e n tio n  o f th e  D e c la r a t io n ;  how e­
v e r  i t  w as successfu lly  ap p lied  to  th e  C h a ts ,  too. T h ere , P re s id e n t  R oosevelt 
sk ilfu lly  u se d  th e  above re a so n in g  on  th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls , w h en  he  re fe rre d  to 
th e  re sp e c te d  A m erican  v a lu es; he  k n ew  h is  co m p a trio ts  w ould  accep t no 
in fr in g e m e n t o f th o s e 1 1 .

Q u o tin g  th e  D e c la r a t io n ,  i t  m ay  be sa id  t h a t  th e  A m erican  w a r  c reed  is 
to  accep t th e  “acqu iesce  in  th e  necessity , w h ich  deno u n ces o u r se p a ra tio n , 
a n d  ho ld  th e m , a s  we ho ld  th e  r e s t  of m a n k in d , en em ies  in  w ar, in  peace

6 Cf. Fireside Chat d a te d  2  S e p te m b e r  1 9 3 9 , 2 7  M a y  1 9 4 1 , 11 S e p te m b e r  1 9 4 1  to  n a m e  
b u t  a  fe w  e x a m p le s ,  (1 5  N ov . 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 8 .h tm l>.

7 F. D . R o o se v e lt , Address o f the President delivered by radio from  the White House, 28 
July  1943, (1 2  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t2 5 .h tm l>.

8 F. D . R o o se v e lt , Address o f the President delivered by radio from  the White House, 26 
M ay 1940, (2 8  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 5 .h tm l>.

9 C f. F ireside C ha t d a t e d  11 S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 1 ,  (7  O c t .  2 0 1 0 ) ,  [ o n l in e ]  < h t t p : / /  
w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 8 .h tm l> . I t  w a s  e v e n  m o r e  so  a fte r  7 D e c . 1 9 4 1  a n d  th e  U S  a c c e s s io n  to  
w ar. R o o se v e lt  s tu c k  a  s tr ic t  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  J a p a n , G e r m a n y  a n d  I ta ly  a s  n a t io n s  a n d  
th e ir  e v i l  r u le r s  or p o li t ic a l p r o p a g a n d is ts . I t  i s  m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th e  Chats: Broadcast from  
the Oval Room o f the White House, Nationally and over a World-wide Hookup: D ec . 1 9 4 1 , or in  
Address o f the President: 7 S e p t . 1 9 4 2 , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t2 2 .h tm l>.

10 C f. th e  te x t  o f  th e  Declaration o f Independence  [in:] K . M ic h a łe k , Konstytucja oraz inne 
podstawowe dokumenty i symbole amerykańskiej kultury patriotycznej, M A D A , W a r sz a w a  2 0 0 5 ,  
pp . 1 1 -1 3 .

11 Address o f the President delivered by radio from  the White House, 26 M ay 1940, 
(2 8  S e p t . 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 5 .h tm l>.

http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.html
http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat25.html
http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.html
http://%e2%80%a8www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.html
http://%e2%80%a8www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.html
http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat22.html
http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.html


3 3 0 Mateusz Bogdanowicz

f r ie n d s”1 2 . In c lu d in g  su ch  a  s ta te m e n t w as  w ell th o u g h t-o u t. In  F. D. R oose­
v e lt’s ta lk s  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ’ en em ies  w ere  re fe r re d  to  a s  H itle r, M usso lin i, 
th e  A xis, fasc ism , B erlin , Tokyo o r “m il i ta r is t  g a n g s te rs ”1 3 . R a re ly  w ere  th ey  
G erm an s , I ta l ia n s  o r th e  J a p a n e s e 1 4 . T he  a llie s  w ere  re fe rre d  to  a s  th e  
B ritish , B e lg ian s, P o lish  n a tio n , U n ite d  N a tio n s , forces o f dem ocracy  e tc .15  

T h e m essag e  to  A m erica  a n d  th e  w orld  w as  se lf-ex p lan a to ry : th e  U n ite d  
S ta te s  fo u g h t th e  e v i l  s t a te  s y s te m s  a n d  n o t n a t i o n s , ju s t  like  th e  D e c la r a t io n  
h a d  s e p a ra te d  th e  tw o before.

A dditionally , th e  u se  o f p lu ra l ex p ressio n s, su ch  a s  fo r c e s  o r p o w e r s , 
asso c ia ted  w ith  m ig h t a n d  g re a tn e s s , w h ich  d ra s tic a lly  c o n tra s te d  w ith  s in ­
g u la r  ex p re ss io n s  su ch  a s  th e  A x i s  or f a s c i s m 16, w as to  im p ly  w e a k n e ss  an d  
iso la tio n  o f th e  enem y. S u ch  a n  u n eq u iv o ca l d iv ision  h a d  also  b een  in sp ire d  
by  th e  D e c la r a t io n  since -  for th e  A m erican s  -  th e  c e r ti tu d e  th e y  re p re s e n t  
th e  r i g h t  v a lu e s  h a s  a lw ay s  b e e n  c ru c ia l1 7 . In  th e  D e c la r a t io n , B r ita in  is 
p ic tu re d  a s  ‘K in g ’, ‘B r it is h  C row n’, ‘h e ’ etc., w h ile  th e  A m erican s  re fe r  to 
th e m se lv e s  a s  ‘su b je c ts ’, ‘th e se  co lonies’, ‘T h ir te e n  S ta te s ’, ‘one peop le’, ‘w e’ 
a n d  so on.

T he D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  h a d  e m p h as ized  th e  re s tr ic tio n s  im p o ­
sed  on  th e  C olonies b y  th e  C row n (su ch  a s  lim ite d  c itiz en sh ip , ju d ic ia ry  or 
la n d  ap p ro p ria tio n ); th e y  h a rm e d  v ir tu a lly  e v e r y  c itiz en  o f th e  N ew  W orld. 
T h e  a u th o rs  h a d  re a liz e d  th a t  i t  w as  th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w ho m ad e  u p  th e  
A m erican  so c ie ty 1 8 . So d id  rea lize  F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt; in  h is  C h a ts  he 
w e n t to  g re a t  le n g th s  to  in d ic a te  how  e s s e n tia l  th e  q u a l i t y  a t t i tu d e  o f each  
c itiz en  w as. H e la id  e m p h a s is  on th e  im p o rta n c e  o f d is tin c tiv en ess : in d iv id u ­
a ls  w ere  v a lu a b le  for th e  c o u n try  a s  a  w h o le 1 9 . H ence , th e  v a lu e  o f “leg io n s”

12 K . M ic h a łe k , Konstytucja..., pp . 1 1 -1 3 .
13 C f., for  e x a m p le , th e  Chat d a te d  2 8  J u ly  1 9 4 3 , (11  N ov . 2 0 1 0 ) ,  [o n lin e ]  < h t tp : / /  

w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 8 .h tm l>.
14 Ib id em .
15 Cf. Address o f the President delivered by radio from  the White House, 11 January 1944 

to  n a m e  b u t  a n  e x a m p le , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t2 8 .h tm l>; Address o f the Presi­
dent delivered by radio from Hyde Park, N Y  24 December 1943, (1 5  O ct 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://  
w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t2 7 .h tm l>.

16 Cf. th e  Chats d a te d  2 3  F eb . 1 9 4 2 ,1 2  O ct. 1 9 4 2 , 2 8  J u ly  1 9 4 3  or J u n e  5  1 9 4 4  (11 Nov. 
2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] < h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t1 8 .h tm l>.

17 I t i s  s tr ik in g ly  n o t ic e a b le  in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  V ie tn a m  W ar a n d  th e  tr e a tm e n t  th a t  th e  
U S  v e te r a n s  r e c e iv e d  a t  h o m e  a fte r  th a t  w ar , c o m p a red  w ith  th e  in c e n t iv e s  th a t  w e r e  o ffered  to  
th e  W W II a n d  K o r e a n  W ar v e te r a n s .  T h e  so c ie ty , fe e l in g  th a t  th e  c o n flic t  in  V ie tn a m  w a s  n o t a  
“good  w a r ” (a n  o r ig in a l A m e r ic a n  e x p r e s s io n ) , c o n d e m n e d  th e  A m e r ic a n  s o ld ie r s  a n d  r e fu sed  
g r a n t in g  th e m  p r iv ile g e s  th a t  w e r e  a v a ila b le  to  th e  v e te r a n s  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  c o n flic ts .

18 S e e n  in  th e  fr a g m e n t  o n  th e  B r i t is h  K in g ’s in ju s t ic e  b e g in n in g  from  “H e  h a s  r e fu s e d  h is  
a s s e n t  to  la w s .. .” a n d  f in is h in g  “H e  h a s  e x c ite d  d o m e s t ic  in s u r r e c t io n s  a m o n g s t  u s , a n d  h a s  
e n d e a v o r e d  to  b r in g  o n  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  o u r  fr o n t ier s , th e  m e r c i le s s  I n d ia n  s a v a g e s , w h o s e  
k n o w n  r u le  o f  w a r fa r e , i s  u n d is t in g u is h e d  d e s tr u c t io n  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  s e x e s  a n d  c o n d it io n s ” (2 0  O ct. 
2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h t tp : / /w w w .e a r ly a m e r ic a .c o m /e a r ly a m e r ic a /fr e e d o m /d o i/te x t .h tm l>.

19 C o m p a re  th e  t e x t  o f  th e  Chats d a te d  2 8  A p r il 1 9 4 2 , 12  O ctob er  1 9 4 2  a n d  2  M a y  1 9 4 3 ,  
(3 0  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t1 8 .h tm l>.
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of aw are , p a tr io tic  a n d  d ed ica ted  i n d i v i d u a l s  w as  in co m p arab le  to  su b o rd i­
n a te d , in tim id a te d  a n d  in c a p a c ita te d  m a s s e s  ru le d  by  th e  to ta l i ta r ia n  enem y  
reg im es. T h is  firm  b e lie f  w as  a lso  a  le sso n  F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt d rew  from  
th e  D e c la r a t io n 20.

* * *

P o w er is  y e t  a n o th e r  fu n d a m e n ta l is su e  in  th e  D e c la r a t io n .  T h e  L ockean  
concept of social a g re e m e n t is  c r itic a l h e re . T he a u th o r ity  of th e  r u le r s  s te m s  
from  th e ir  pow er b e in g  accep ted  by  th e  r u l e d . T h e  g o v e rn m en t is  to  ru le  in  
a  ju s t  m an n e r. T he ru le d  oblige th e m se lv e s  to  su b o rd in a te  to  s u c h  a n  a u th o ­
rity ; n e v e r th e le ss , th e y  h av e  th e  r ig h t  to  ob ject to  a n  u n j u s t  p ow er21.

In  th e  p ro p a g a n d is t  sen se , th e  above id e a  w a s  c ru c ia l to  F ra n k lin  
D. R oosevelt. T he P re s id e n t o f a  dem ocra tic  s ta te  w as su p p o sed  to  le ad  h is  
c o u n try  a n d  n a tio n  th ro u g h  th e  w a r  p o sin g  a s  “th e  g o o d  le a d e r”. H e w a n te d  
to  m ak e  th e  A m erican s  perce ive  h im  th a t  w ay  an d  convince th e m  to  obey h is  
a u th o r ity  r a th e r  th a n  ch an g e  h im  in  th e  n e x t e lec tions. A m e a n s  for R oose­
v e lt to  ach ieve  th a t  w as  to  m ak e  h is  co u n try m e n  believe he  w as a  ju s t  h ead
-  a  m o st tro u b leso m e  ta s k  in  th e  th e n  re a l i t ie s 22 since th e  w a r  cond itions 
could s p a rk  off c rises  of pow er a n d  a c ts  o f civil d isobed ience23. T he fac t th a t  
R oosevelt w as a u th o r i ta r ia n  a n d  co m m an d in g  d id  n o t fa c ilita te  th e  job. S till, 
h e  sk ilfu lly  got over h is  v ices to  accom plish  h is  h ig h -p rio rity  a im s -  u n p re c e ­
den ted ly , he  re m a in e d  in  th e  office for th re e  te rm s .

T he C h a ts  c lea rly  d e m o n s tra te  th e  P re s id e n t’s a t te m p ts  to  w in  h is  com ­
p a tr io ts ’ favour. H e evoked th e  d u ties an d  responsib ilities of th e  ru le rs  an d  th e  
r u le d  a l ik e . I t  s e e m s  -  m u c h  lik e  th e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e
-  a  m an ifesta tio n  of th e  n ecessary  dialogue betw een  th e  society an d  au th o rity 24. 
T he D e c la r a t io n  p rov ided  fo u n d a tio n s  for c re a tio n  o f a  p e c u lia r  n a tio n : free,

20 I t is  c le a r  from , e .g . th e  D e c la r a t io n  p a r a g r a p h  b e g in n in g : “N o r  h a v e  w e  b e e n  w a n t in g  
in  a t t e n t io n . . .”, Declaration o f Independence, (7  D ec . 2 0 1 1 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .e a r ly a m er i-  
c a .c o m /e a r ly a m e r ic a /f r e e d o m /d o i/te x t .h tm l> .

21 C f. th e  sec o n d  a n d  th ird  p a r a g r a p h  o f  th e  Declaration o f Independence [in:] K . M ic h a ­
łe k , Konstytucja..., pp . 1 1 -1 3 .

22 I t n e e d s  to  b e  b o rn e  in  m in d  th a t  th e  o p p o s it io n  a g a in s t  a n y  A m e r ic a n  in v o lv e m e n t  in  
th e  ro u g h  p o lit ic s  o f  th e  E u r o p e a n  p o w e r s  w a s  s ig n if ic a n t  in  th e  U S . F D R  h a d  to  s tr u g g le  
a g a in s t  a  p o w e r fu l a n t i-w a r  lo b b y  in  th e  C o n g r e ss  a s  w e l l  a s  w ith  th e  so c ia l a n d  p o lit ic a l  
m o v e m e n ts  o f  s ig n if ic a n t  in f lu e n c e  s u c h  a s  America First Committee.

23 T h a t  w a s  a  c o m m o n  p h e n o m e n o n  in  n e ig h b o u r in g  C a n a d a  w h e r e  th e  M a c k e n z ie  K in g ’s 
C a b in e t  s tr u g g le d  a l l  th e  w a r  w ith  s o c ia l u n r e s t ,  p o li t ic a l a n d  s o c ia l c r ise s  o v e r  c o n scr ip t io n  
(1 9 4 2 , 1 9 4 4 ) a n d  th e  eco n o m ic  a n d  fo r e ig n  a ffa ir s  c h a lle n g e s  o f  th e  w a r t im e . Cf. W .A .B . D o ­
u g la s ,  B . G r e en h o u s , Out o f the Shadows: Canada in the Second Word War, O U P, T oron to  
-  O xford  -  N e w  Y ork 1 9 7 7 .

24 C f. th e  Chat o n  th e  d e c la r a t io n  o f  w a r  o n  J a p a n , 9  D e ce m b er  1 9 4 1 , (2 3  N ov. 2 0 1 0 ), 
[o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 8 .h tm l> . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , it  n e e d s  to  b e  rem e m b e re d  
t h a t  th e  v a lu e  th a t  F D R  p u t  a b o v e  a l l  in  p o li t ic s  w a s  e f fe c t iv e n e s s .  S in c e  p o w e r  a n d  co erc io n  
w a s  th e  q u ic k e s t  a n d  u lt im a te  w a y  to  a c h ie v e  p o lit ic a l g o a ls , h e  w a s  u s e d  to  a p p ly in g  co erc io n  
in  h is  p o lit ic s .

http://www.earlyameri-%e2%80%a8ca.com/earlyamerica/freedom/doi/text.html
http://www.earlyameri-%e2%80%a8ca.com/earlyamerica/freedom/doi/text.html
http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.html


3 3 2 Mateusz Bogdanowicz

in d e p e n d e n t a n d  d a rin g ; y e t, above all, c h e r ish in g  th e  ru le  of law. T h e  n a tio n  
w as  aw a re  of b o th : i ts  d u tie s  a n d  i ts  r ig h ts . A s F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt w a n te d  
to  re m a in  in  th e  le a d , he  h a d  no choice b u t  to  a c t accord ing ly  to  w h a t th e  
people  c o u ld  accep t a n d  avo id in g  w h a t th e y  c o u ld  n o t.

C o n cu rren tly , th e  P re s id e n t  p o in ted ly  m a n ife s te d  h is  a lleged  re lu c ta n c e  
to  coercion 2 5  -  one of th e  fu n d a m e n ts  of th e  B r i t is h  fo re ign  po licy m ak in g  in  
th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry , w h ich  le d  -  a s  u se d  in  a n  u n sk ilfu l m a n n e r  -  to  th e  
e m a n c ip a tio n  of th e  th ir te e n  colonies a n d  th e  conclusion  of th e  U n ite d  S ta ­
te s . T he society, acco rd ing  to  th e  P re s id e n t, sh o u ld  be a p p e a le d  to  a n d  co­
nv inced ; th u s , th e  g o v e rn m e n t sh o u ld  p ic tu re  th e  s itu a tio n  in  a  f ra n k  w ay 2 6 . 
I t  is, on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  d u ty  of th e  c itizen s  to  re m e m b e r th a t:

[...] governments long established should not be changed for light and tra n ­
sient causes; and accordingly all experience h a th  shown th a t m ankind are
more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than  to right themselves
by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed...27.

T he g o v e rn m e n t’s d u ty  is to  i n f o r m ; s till, i t  is  a  civil d u ty  to  be in fo r ­
m e d .  T h a t  w as  how  th e  P re s id e n t  p u t  i t  in  h is  C h a ts .  T he  sam e  ap p ro ach  can  
be no ticed  in  th e  D e c la r a t io n .  In  h is  b ro a d c a s ts , R oosevelt p u t  h im se lf  in  th e  
p o s itio n  o f a  “m a n a g e r” o f th e  coun try . H e w a n te d  to  be  p e rce iv ed  as 
a  p a tr io t  a n d  civil s e rv a n t o f th e  n a tio n . T he social p e rcep tio n  o f h is  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  of a  le a d e r ’s d u tie s  a n d  h is  p lace  in  th e  society  w ere  p ic tu re d  as  
id e n tic a l to  how  th e  F o u n d in g  F a th e r s  h a d  seen  th o se  y e a rs  b efo re 2 8 .

T he  D e c la r a t io n  a s  w ell a s  q u ite  a  p ro p o rtio n  of th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  
w ere  c re a te d  in  th e  face of w ar. T h ey  w ere  a im ed  to  m e n ta lly  p re p a re  th e  
society  for a  conflict th a t  a  la rg e  sh a re  of A m erican s  d id  n o t fu lly  co m p re­
h e n d  -  in  e i th e r  case. F o r t h a t  re a so n , th e  ta c tic s  o f th e  a u th o rs  in  b o th  
cases  w ere  id en tica l:

a) lis tin g  fau lts , res tric tio n s an d  v io lations of th e  enem ies of th e  A m ericans;
b) a p p e a lin g  for u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e  a u th o r it ie s  a n d  p re v e n tin g  a n y  de­

fiance  of th e  g o v e rn m e n t’s decisions;
c) o u tlin in g  th e  en em y  ac tio n s ta k e n  a g a in s t  A m erica , w h ich  le f t  no 

a l te rn a tiv e  b u t  ac tive  c o u n te rm e a su re s 2 9 .

25 A m o n g  o th e r s , c le a r ly  s e e n  m a n ife s ta t io n  in  th e  Chat d a te d  2 8  J u ly  1 9 4 3 , (1 3  O ct. 
2 0 1 0 )  [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 8 .h tm l>.

26 S e e n  in , for  e x a m p le , th e  fr a g m e n t  o n  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  A x is  P a c t: “o n  S e p te m b e r  2 7 th ,  
1 9 4 0 , th is  y ea r , b y  a n  a g r e e m e n t  s ig n e d  in  B e r lin , th r e e  p o w e r fu l n a t io n s , tw o  in  E u ro p e  a n d  
o n e  in  A s ia , jo in e d  t h e m s e lv e s  to g e th e r  in  th e  th r e a t  th a t  i f  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  o f  A m e r ica  
in te r fe r e d  w it h  or b lo c k e d  th e  e x p a n s io n  p r o g ra m  o f  th e s e  th r e e  n a t io n s  -  a  p ro g r a m  a im e d  a t  
w o r ld  c o n tro l -  th e y  w o u ld  u n ite  in  u lt im a te  a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,” 2 9  D e ce m b er  
1 9 4 0 ; (2 2  N ov . 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 6 .h tm l>.

27 Declaration o f Independence, [in:] K . M ic h a łe k , Konstytucja..., p p . 1 1 -1 5 .
28 Cf. p a r ts  o n  g o v e r n m e n t  n a tu r e  in  Address o f President delivered by radio from the 

White House, 2 6  M ay, 1 9 4 0 , (1 8  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t1 5 .h tm l>.
29 T h e  s tr a te g y  is  c le a r ly  s e e n  in  e .g . th e  Chat from  9  D e ce m b er  1 9 4 1 , (1 2  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), 

[o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t1 8 .h tm l>.
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I t  w as n ecessa ry  to  do e v e ry th in g  possib le to  m ak e  th e  A m ericans u n d e r­
s ta n d  w h y  an d  i n  w h a t  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  th e ir  g o v ern m en t w as sen d in g  th e m  to 
w a r30. T he A m erican  decision-m akers tre a te d  th e  society a s  in te llig en t, con­
scious a n d  w ell-inform ed in d iv idua ls. C onsequently , th e y  could n o t have  been  
o rd e red  to fig h t w ith o u t ab so lu te  c la rity  as for th e  rea so n s31. S ince in  th a t  
re sp ec t th e  D e c la r a t io n  seem ed effective, R oosevelt u sed  a n  analogous tactic.

In  h is  F ir e s id e  C h a ts ,  th e  P re s id e n t  p a id  a t te n tio n  to  th e  m a t te r  o f th e  
a u th o r iz a tio n  o f th e  g o v ern m en t. H e w as  -  a s  th e  society  h a d  chosen  so -  th e  
c o u n try ’s le a d e r  m ad e  by  th e  c irc u m sta n c es  to  a c t in  a  w arlik e  w ay32. I t  is 
e a sy  to  tra c e  in  th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  th e  echo of th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n ­
ce concep t o f co m b a tin g  th e  to ta l i ta r ia n  sy s tem s  a s  th e  e v i l  p o w e r s .  W h a t is 
m ore, th e  co m b a t w as  c a rr ie d  o u t in  concord w ith  a  d em o cra tic  society 
co n d em n in g  coercion33.

T h e  D e c la r a t io n  h a d  m ain ly  focused on th e  U n ited  S ta tes , its  sy stem  and  
in te res ts . T h a t h a d  b een  th e  perspective from  w hich th e  re s t  o f th e  w orld h ad  
been  perceived back  th en . T he view s of F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt w ere sim ilar, 
a lth o u g h  th e  in te rn a tio n a l s itu a tio n  an d  th e  position  of th e  co u n try  d ra m a tic a l­
ly  evolved. By th e n , th e  U n ited  S ta te s  h a d  becom e a  solid an d  w ell-organized 
political o rg an ism  incom parab ly  m ore in flu en tia l in  in te rn a tio n a l re la tions.

T he d a n g e rs  a n d  a llian ces  h a d  also  c h an g ed  since th e  tim e s  o f th e  D e c la ­
r a t io n .  T herefo re , th e  P re s id e n t  spoke p ro p o rtio n a te ly  m ore  on  th e  w orld 
m a tte r s  in  h is  F ir e s id e  C h a ts .  O bviously, he  d id  t h a t  from  th e  p e rsp ec tiv e  of 
th e  A m erican  in te re s ts 34. B e tw een  S e p te m b e r 1939 a n d  D ecem ber 1941 th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  w as  fo rm ally  n e u tr a l  a n d  s tro n g ly  iso la tio n is t to w a rd s  th e  
E u ro p e a n  m a tte rs . T h ro u g h  th e  C h a ts  o f th e  period , th e  society  received  
a  co m p reh en sib le  m essag e  w h y  c e r ta in  s te p s  h a d  to  be m a d e 35 a n d  w h a t 
co n seq u en ces/b en efits  th e  in it ia tiv e s  w ere  going  to  b ring .

30 R o o se v e lt  e x p a n d s  o n  th a t  -  a m o n g  o th e r s  in  Addresses o f President d e liv e r e d  b y  ra d io  
fro m  th e  W h ite  H o u s e  d a te d  2 6  M a y  1 9 4 0  a n d  2 9  D e c e m b er  1 9 4 0 , (1 0  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ]  
<h t tp : / /w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 5 .h tm l>.

31 I t  h a d  b e e n  a  d e lic a te  m a tte r  from  th e  m o m e n t  G e r a ld  N y e ’s C o m m itte e  r e v e a le d  th e  
U S  b u s in e s s  a n d  b a n k e r s ’ h id d e n  a g e n d a  b e h in d  e n te r in g  W W I.

32 “I n  o th e r  w o r d s , th e  A x is  n o t  m e r e ly  a d m its  b u t  th e  A x is  p r o c la im s  th a t  th e r e  c a n  b e  no  
u lt im a te  p e a c e  b e tw e e n  th e ir  p h ilo so p h y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  ou r  p h ilo so p h y  o f  g o v e r n m e n t . In  
v ie w  o f  th e  n a tu r e  o f  t h is  u n d e n ia b le  th r e a t ,  i t  c a n  b e  a s s e r te d , p r o p er ly  a n d  ca te g o r ica lly , th a t  
th e  U n ite d  S t a te s  h a s  n o  r ig h t  or r e a s o n  to  e n c o u r a g e  ta lk  o f  p e a c e , u n t i l  th e  d a y  s h a l l  com e  
w h e n  th e r e  i s  a  c le a r  in te n t io n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  a g g r e s s o r  n a t io n s  to  a b a n d o n  a l l  th o u g h t  o f  
d o m in a t in g  or c o n q u e r in g  th e  w o r ld ”. T h e  Chat d a te d  2 9  D e c e m b er  1 9 4 0 , (9  N ov. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ]  
<h t tp : / /w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 6 .h tm l>.

33 I t  i s  c le a r ly  r e f le c te d  in  th e  Chats d a te d  2 6  M a y  1 9 4 0  a n d  2 9  D e ce m b er  1 9 4 0 , (9  Nov. 
2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t1 5 .h tm l>.

34 V ir tu a lly  e v e r y  w a r t im e  Chat is  a  p r o o f o f  th e  th e s is ,  (1 9  N ov. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://  
w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 6 .h tm l>.

35 T h e  s p e e c h  o n  The Arsenal o f Democracy se r v e s  a n  e x c e l le n t  e x a m p le  h e r e . Radio 
Address Delivered by President Roosevelt From Washington, December 29, 1940, (7  N ov. 20 1 1 ), 
[o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m th o ly o k e .e d u /a ca d /in tre l/W o r ld W a r 2 /a r se n a l.h tm >.
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T h e u n w a v e rin g  b e lie f  in  v ic to ry  is a n o th e r  s tr ik in g  fe a tu re  o f th e  F ir e s i ­
d e  C h a ts  -  a g a in  m a k in g  th e m  so s im ila r  to  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e .  
I t  h a d  also  “glow ed” w ith  th e  conviction  of success -  so m u ch  a n  A m erican  
v a lu e 3 6 . N ev e rth e le ss , P re s id e n t  R oosevelt w as  n o t p ro v id in g  a  rosy  p ic tu re : 
th e  v ic to ry  w as re se n te d  a s  rem o te  an d  re q u ir in g  sacrifice. N e ith e r  d id  th e  
P re s id e n t  p rov ide d e lu sio n  o f q u ick  so lu tio n s  n o r  u n p ro b le m a tic  su ccesses3 7 . 
I t  w as  to  re in fo rce  th e  P re s id e n t’s cred ib ility , a n d  so i t  d id  since  th e  iso la tio ­
n is t  m oods w ere  dy ing  fa s t, esp ec ia lly  a f te r  P e a r l  H arbor.

To prov ide th e  A m erican s  w ith  th e  c e r ta in ty  th a t  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  
w ere  “th e  r ig h t  people in  th e  r ig h t s e a ts ”, th e  F ir e s id e  C h a t s , y e t ag a in , 
s im ila rly  to  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e , u sed  a  m o st co m p reh en sib le  
lan g u ag e . In  b o th  cases  i t  w as  p la in  a n d  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd ; f re q u e n t u se  of 
m o d als  a n d  sing le  c lau se s  e m p h as ized  em o tio n s a n d  spoke to  th e  m oods. A t 
p laces, co lloqu ia lism s c a n  be found  in  b o th  cases; no po litica l m u m b lin g  or 
sp e c ia lis t ja rg o n ; ju s t  v iv id  co m p ariso n s a n d  r ig h t-o n -th e -m a rk  m e ta p h o rs 3 8 . 
T h e  ca re  for b e in g  u n d e rs to o d  w ell a n d  received  p ro p e rly  is c lea rly  n o tice ­
ab le . S u ch  ca re fu ln ess  for th e  lin g u is tic  a sp ec t of th e  b ro a d c a s ts  t ra n s la te d  
in to  th e ir  h u g e  p o p u la r ity 3 9 .

T h is p o p u la rity  w as th e  e v e n tu a l evidence of social accep tance. I t  w as ye t 
a n o th e r  lesson  of A m erican  v a lu es  le a rn e d  by  R oosevelt from  th e  re a d in g  of 
th e  D e c la r a t io n : n o t only th e  c o n te n t , b u t  also  th e  fo r m  of th e  m essage  tu rn e d  
o u t e ssen tia l. T he c itizens able to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e ir  le ad e rs  fe lt re sp ec ted  an d  
ap p rec ia ted . U n d e rs ta n d in g  b e a rs  tru s t ;  i t  lead s to  accep tance an d  social li­
k ing. A nd R oosevelt, th ro u g h  h is  F ir e s id e  C h a ts , m an ag ed  to  achieve th o se 4 0 .

* * *

A n o th e r id e a  found  in  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e , v ita l  to  th e  U n i­
te d  S ta te s  po licy m ak ers  b e tw een  1939 a n d  1945, w ere  th e  concep ts o f an  
in d e p e n d e n t s ta te  a n d  n a tio n a l security . N o n -m ilita r is t in  th e ir  to n e  a s  th e

36 T h e  e x a m p le  m ig h t  b e  th e  D e c la r a t io n ’s s e c t io n  b e g in n in g : “W e, th e r e fo r e , th e  r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a te s  o f  A m e r ica , in  G e n e r a l C o n g r e s s . . .”, Declaration o f Independen­
ce, [o n lin e ] <h t tp : / /w w w .e a r ly a m e r ic a .c o m /e a r ly a m e r ic a /fr e e d o m /d o i/te x t .h tm l>.

37 S e e , for  e x a m p le , th e  t e x t  o f  th e  Chat d a te d  11 J a n u a r y  1 9 4 4 . (9  N ov. 2 0 1 0 ) ,  [o n lin e ]  
<h t tp : / /w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t1 6 .h tm l>.

38 D . M a n k o w sk i, J . R a is sa , Flashback,: The 70th Anniversary o f Fireside Chats, (1 2  O ct. 
2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] < h ttp : / /w w w .m u s e u m .tv /e x h ib it io n s s e c t io n .p h p ? p a g e = 7 9 >.

39 “T h e  Fireside Chats w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  e n o r m o u s ly  s u c c e s s fu l a n d  a tt r a c te d  m o re  l i s t e ­
n e r s  th a n  th e  m o s t  p o p u la r  r a d io  s h o w s  d u r in g  th e  G o ld e n  A g e  o f  R a d io ” a n d  “E ig h ty  p er  c en t  
o f  th e  w o r d s  F D R  c h o se  w e r e  a m o n g  th e  1 0 0 0  m o s t  c o m m o n ly  u s e d  w o rd s  in  th e  E n g lis h  
v o c a b u la r y ” a s  th e  a u th o r  th e  b o o k  o n  Fireside Chats p o in te d  o u t (1 3  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] < h ttp :/  
/w w w .g o o d r e a d s .c o m /b o o k /sh o w /5 8 8 7 6 3 1 .F D R _ s_ F ire s id e _ C h a ts>. See: D . M a n k o w sk i, J . R a is sa ,  
Flashback...

40 B y  1 9 3 9 , o v er  80%  o f  th e  h o u s e h o ld s  in  th e  U S  h a d  h a d  a  r a d io  s e t ,  n o t  m e n t io n in g  
p u b s , r e s ta u r a n ts ,  o ff ice s  e tc . T h ere fo re , th e  ch o ic e  o f  th e  m a s s  m e d iu m  for p o p u la r iz in g  th e  
P r e s id e n t ’s w o r d s  w a s  e x c e lle n t .
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F ir e s id e  C h a ts  m a y  h av e  seem ed , th e y  m a n ife s te d  A m erican  fu ll re a d in e ss  
for w a rfa re  i f  necessary . I t  is  a n o th e r  an a lo g y  b e tw een  th e  C h a ts  a n d  th e  
D e c la r a t io n .  T he  b ro a d c a s ts  e m a n a te  w ith  d e te rm in a tio n  in  defence o f th e  
co un try ; th e y  d ec la re  dec is iv en ess  in  th e  s tru g g le  for m a in ta in in g  in d e p e n ­
dence -  a  c ru c ia l is su e  in  m a n y  C h a t s :

We are planning our own defense w ith the utm ost urgency, and in its vast 
scale we m ust integrate the w ar needs of Britain and the other free nations 
which are resisting aggression. This is not a m atter of sentim ent or of 
controversial personal opinion. It is a m atter of realistic, practical m ilitary 
policy, based on the advice of our m ilitary experts who are in close touch 
with existing warfare. These m ilitary and naval experts and the members 
of the Congress and the Adm inistration have a single-minded purpose -  the 
defense of the United S tates41.

In  th e  th e n  c ircu m stan ces , in d ep en d en ce  becam e a n  issu e . T he so v ere ­
ig n ty  o f th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  h a d  b e e n  w on h a rd ly  a b o u t 165 y e a rs  before 
W orld W ar II. T h u s , th e  s ig n if ican t fe a r  o f lo sin g  th e  A m erican  v a lu e s  a f te r  
su ch  a  sh o r t  tim e  seem ed  a  rea so n a b le  po litica l a rg u m e n t. T he R oosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  sp a re d  i ts e lf  no p a in s  to  m ak e  th e  society  aw a re  t h a t  su p p o r­
tin g  th e  a llie s  a n d , la te r  on, f ig h tin g  a g a in s t th e  to ta l i ta r ia n  reg im es  w as 
a  m o ra l a n d  civic duty.

A s for th e  defence o f th e  country , th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  w ere  -  in  a  sen se
-  a n  u p g ra d e  o f th e  d irec tio n s d ra w n  in  th e  D e c la r a t io n .  T he  b ro a d c a s ts  
em p h as ized  th e  q u e s tio n  o f in te rn a tio n a l  t r a d e  a n d  conn ec tio n s w ith  th e  r e s t  
o f th e  w orld; th e y  also  p o in ted  o u t th e  h in d ra n c e  in  th e se  re sp e c ts  cau sed  by  
th e  o ccu rrence  o f w a r42. Fo llow ing  th o se  concep ts, P re s id e n t  R oosevelt w as 
c o n s ta n tly  in d ic a tin g  a n d  e x p la in in g  th e  n ecess ity  to  p ay  a t te n tio n  to  th e  
fo re ign  a ffa irs  for th e y  d irec tly  a ffec ted  n a tio n a l security .

R ooseve lt re p o r te d  th e  im m in en ce  to  p re p a re  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  to 
d e fen d  th e  w hole  N o r th  A m erica  i f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  defence  w as  to  be 
e ffective. In  h is  op in io n , i t  w as  u n w o rk a b le  to  e ffic ien tly  p ro te c t th e  R e p u ­
b lic  a g a in s t  a n y  e n em y  in v a s io n  by  m e re  d e fe n d in g  th e  c o u n try ’s soil. T he 
P re s id e n t  p o s tu la te d  to  s u p p o r t  a n d  cover C a n a d a  a n d  -  i f  n e c e s sa ry
-  M exico43. T h a t  w as  how  R oosevelt u n d e rs to o d  th e  defence o f th e  U n ite d

41 T h e  Chat d a te d  2 9  D e c e m b e r  1 9 4 0 , (7  N ov. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] < h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /  
c h a t1 6 .h tm l>.

42 I t  i s  r e f le c te d  in  th e  Address on N ational Economic Policy, 28 A pril 1942, (2 2  O ct. 
2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /ch a t2 1 .h tm l>.

43 T h a t  v ie w  w a s  o p e n ly  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  a d d r e s s  d a te d  2 6  M a y  1 9 4 0 , (2 2  O ct. 20 1 1 ), 
[o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /c h a t2 1 .h tm l> . H o w ev er , F D R  h a d  p r e s e n te d  s u c h  a n  a p p ro ­
a c h  to  d e fe n c e  m a t te r s  in  h is  p r e -w a r  s p e e c h e s ;  in  C h a u ta q u a  (1 9 3 6 )  a n d  K in g s to n  (1 9 3 8 )  
o p e n ly  s ta t in g  th a t  h e  w a s  d e te r m in e d  to  d e fe n d  th e  n e ig h b o u r s  a n d  th e  c o n t in e n t  in  th e  ca se  
o f  a n y  p e r il to  th e  U S . Chautaqua Speech, (7  D ec . 2 0 1 1 ), [o n lin e ] <h t tp : / /m a n y e y e s .a lp h a -  
w o r k s . ib m .c o m /m a n y e y e s /d a t a s e ts /a d d r e s s -d e l iv e r e d -b y -p r e s id e n t -r o o s e /v e r s io n s /1 >; Kingston 
Speech [in:] R .F . S w a n s o n  (ed .), Canadian-American Sum m it Diplomacy 1923-1973: Selected 
Speeches and Documents, M cC le lla n d  a n d  S te w a r t  L im ited , T oron to  1 9 7 5 , p . 53 .
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S ta te s  of A m erica  in  th e  m ic r o  scale. T h e  m a c r o  scale  ob jectives w ere  to  fend 
th e  d a n g e r  off th e  country . A nd  -  in  th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  -  th e  n a tio n  w as 
re g u la r ly  in fo rm ed  a b o u t a ll th o se  id eas . T h e  P re s id e n t  k e p t app ea lin g , 
e x p la in in g  a n d  re fe r r in g  to  th e  is su e s  p re s e n t in  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n ­
d e n c e .

B y 1939, in  R oosevelt’s op in ion , a n  in te rn a tio n a l  conflict h a d  tu rn e d  ou t 
im m in e n t, m u ch  like  -  y e a rs  before  -  th e  W a r  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  h ad . T h erefo ­
re , w ith  ev e ry  C h a t  b e tw e e n  S e p te m b e r 1939 a n d  D ecem ber 1941, th e  P re s i­
d e n t w as  -  m e th o d ica lly  a n d  p u rp o se fu lly  -  g e ttin g  h is  co u n try m e n  c loser to 
th e  conflict44. L a te r  on, h e  led  h is  c o u n try  th ro u g h  th e  w a r  in  t h a t  sam e 
g ra d u a l a n d  co n seq u en t way. A s im ila r  effect h a d  b e e n  ach ieved  by  th e  
a u th o rs  o f th e  D e c la r a t io n :  th e  d o cu m en t h ig h lig h te d  a c u te  p ro b lem s an d  
p o in ted  to  th e  im m in en ce  of firm  a n d  u ltim a te  so lu tions:

[...] the Representatives of the United States of America, [...] in the Name, 
and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, [...] declare, That 
these united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent 
States, th a t they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and 
th a t all political connection between them  and the State of G reat Britain, is 
and ought to be totally dissolved; and th a t as Free and Independent States, 
they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, esta­
blish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent 
S tates may of right do45.

T h e  D e c la r a t io n  a lso  d e te rm in e d  th e  A m erican  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f w ar; its  
d e fin itio n  is  s till  va lid . T h e  re fu sa l to  obey th e  B r i t is h  K in g  w as  a  h is to ric  
in ev itab ility , a n d  th e  W a r  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  tu rn e d  o u t i ts  logical a n d  n a tu ra l  
co nsequence . In  no w ay  c a n  w a r  be a  m e a n s  to  g a in  p ro fits . F ra n k lin  
D. R oosevelt saw  to th e  fac t h is  fellow  co u n try m e n  w ere  convinced  th e  
U n ite d  S ta te s  d i d  n o t  go to  w a r  for f in an c ia l ta k in g s , te r r i to r ia l  g a in s  or 
s p re a d in g  th e  A m erican  sp h e re s  o f in fluence . O n th e  co n tra ry , th e  A m erican  
in v o lv em en t in  w a r  w as  p ic tu re d  a s  s te m m in g  from  th e  m o s t noble m otives: 
h e lp  to  th e  in v ad ed  a n d  th e  w eaker, f ig h tin g  a g a in s t  d ic ta to rsh ip s  a n d  fre ­
e in g  th e  en slav ed . T hose w ere  th e  p u rp o se s  o f w a r  a s  p re se n te d  in  th e  
D e c la r a t io n  a n d  in  R oosevelt’s F ir e s id e  C h a ts .

* * *

A p ro m in e n t v a lu e  t h a t  glow s from  a lm o s t ev e ry  p a ra g ra p h  o f th e  D e c la ­
r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  is  u n i ty .  U n d e rs to o d  a s  a n  in d isp e n sa b le  in g re d ie n t to 
su rv iv e  an y  c ris is , i t  is  th e  ce m e n t o f a  society. T he jo in t e ffo rt a n d  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  lim ita tio n s  w ere  a  m u s t to  g u a ra n te e  th e  su rv iv a l o f th e  co u n try  in

44 T h a t a p p ro a c h  c a n  b e  tr a c ed  th r o u g h  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  a d d r e s s e s  from  
th e  p er io d  3  S e p te m b e r  1 9 3 9  -  9  D e c e m b e r  1 9 4 1 .

45 The Declaration o f Independence  [in :] K . M ic h a łe k , Konstytucja..., pp . 1 1 -1 5 .
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th e  face o f a n  u l tim a te  ch a llen g e46. O bviously, one c a n n o t a sk  for a  com plete 
conform ity ; n o n e th e le ss , th e  C ongress p a ssed  a  b ill w h ich  fo rm ally  n a m e d  
th e  D e c la r a t io n  “T he U n a n im o u s  [bold -  M .B.] D e c la ra tio n  o f th e  T h ir te e n  
U n ite d  S ta te s  of A m erica” -  to  g iv e  th e  im p r e s s io n  of fu ll co n sen su s, w h ich  
w as  a n  e le m e n t of sk ilfu l social en g in ee rin g . I t  w as a  u n ity -b in d e r  of far- 
re a c h in g  psychological consequences.

U n ity  a s  a  p rec io u s v a lu e  w as  c lea rly  p re s e n t  in  a ll th e  w a rtim e  F ir e s id e  
C h a ts .  T hey  a lw ay s s ta r te d  w ith  a n  ap p ea l, re fe ren ce  o r co m p ariso n  a im ed  
a t  p ro v id in g  th e  l is te n e rs  w ith  a  sen se  of co m m u n ity 47. A lth o u g h  th e  P re s i­
d e n t a d d re sse d  h is  m onologues to  th e  A m erican s  in  th e  f irs t  p lace, th e y  
concerned  th e  a llie s  w orld  over a s  w ell. F re q u e n t a n d  d e lib e ra te  re fe ren ces  
to  th e  su p p o rte rs  of th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  w ere  su p p o sed  to  c re a te  a  fee ling  of 
a  w orldw ide, p ro -A m erican  c o m m u n ity 48.

T he a u th o rs  o f th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  a s  w ell a s  F ra n k lin  
D. R oosevelt w ere  p e rfec tly  aw a re  of how  im p o r ta n t th e  social m o ra le  w as; 
th u s  th e y  w ere  ac tiv e ly  bo o stin g  it. T he  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  w ere  a s  m u ch  filled  
w ith  th e  b e lie f  in  success a s  th e  D e c la r a t io n  h a d  been . T hey  b o th  p ro m o ted  
th e  o p tim is tic  a p p ro ach  to  p rob lem s. By no m e a n s  w as t h a t  a  n a d ’ve or 
th o u g h tle ss  so rt of o p tim ism , th o u g h . T he P re s id e n t spoke open ly  ab o u t th e  
d ifficu lties49. S till, h e  saw  th e  o b stac les  a s  ch a llen g es  to  overcom e r a th e r  
t h a n  a  fa te , o r doom. M an ife s tin g  th e  s p ir i t  of hope an d  b e lie f  in  ow n 
a b ilitie s  w as  y e t a n o th e r  an a lo g y  b e tw e e n  th e  D e c la r a t io n  a n d  th e  C h a ts .  
T he ch a llen g es  a re  to  be accepted : th e  effo rt a n d  sacrifice  on  th e  w ay  a re  
su p p o sed  to , s p ir itu a lly  a n d  m orally , e n ric h  th e  n a tio n . O b stac le s  shou ld  no t 
d iscou rage  in  th e  p u rs u i t  of h ap p in e ss . O n th e  o th e r  h a n d , p a tien ce  an d  
p e rs is te n c e  w ere  n ecessa ry ; only  su ch  a  b a lan ced  a n d  ca re fu l a p p ro ach  could 
p rov ide  success.

A dditionally , re fe ren ces  to  th e  P rov idence  a n d  th e  ca re  of th e  A lm igh ty  
prove th e  D e c la r a t io n  to  be R oosevelt’s in sp ira tio n . S u ch  s te p s  w ere  m e a n t 
to  in te n s ify  th e  fee ling  of u n ity  an d  p rov ide  th e  society  w ith  a  s tro n g e r  sen se  
of security . T h a t  w as a ll too s im ila r  th e  a p p ro ach  p re se n te d  in  th e  D e c la r a ­
t i o n .

46 C f. Chats: On National Defense, 2 6  M a y  1 9 4 0 ; On National Security, 2 9  S e p tem b e r  
1 9 4 0 ; A nnouncing Unlim ited National Emergency, 2 7  M a y  1 9 4 1 , (1 8  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://  
w w w .m h r ic .o rg /fd r /fd r .h tm l>.

47 D . M a n k o w sk i, J . R a is sa , Flashback...
48 T h e  b e s t  e x a m p le s  o f  th a t  a re  Chats On Progress o f War and  Plans for Peace, 2 8  J u ly  

1 9 4 3 ; Opening Third War Loan Drive, 8  S e p te m b e r  1 9 4 3 ; On Teheran and  Cairo Conferences, 
2 4  D e c e m b er  1 9 4 3 , (1 4  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) ,  [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /fd r .h tm l>.

49 C f. C h a ts: Announcing Unlimited National Emergency, 2 7  M a y  1 9 4 1 ; On M aintaining  
Freedom o f the Seas, 11 S e p te m b e r  1 9 4 1 , (3 0  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ] < h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /  
fd r .h tm l>.
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* * *

T h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  is  a  d o cu m en t of fu n d a m e n ta l m ea n in g  
to  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s 5 0 . I t  h a p p e n s  to  be in te rp re te d  a s  a  re v o lu tio n a ry  record  
th a t  in i t ia te d  a  new  socio-political quality . In sp ire d  by  th e  E u ro p e a n  Age of 
E n lig h te n m e n t a s  i t  w as, th e  D e c la r a t io n  d id  in tro d u ce  a  n u m b e r  o f o rig ina l, 
“m ad e  in  A m erica” social concep ts w h ich  in sp ire d  d o cu m en ts  a n d  d o c trin es  
v ita l  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s ’ h isto ry , su ch  a s  th e  A r t i c le s  o f  C o n fe d e r a t io n ,  
C o n s t i tu t io n ,  B i l l  o f  R i g h t s  o r M a n i f e s t  D e s t i n y .

T he m a tte r  t h a t  m u s t  n o t be  overlooked  a n a ly s in g  th e  C h a ts  is  th e  fac t 
t h a t  th e y  w ere  a ll b ro a d c a s t b y  th e  rad io . A p a r t  from  th e  b ro ad  re a d e rsh ip , it  
n eed s  to  be u n d e rs to o d  th a t  R oosevelt’s m essag e  to  h is  people w as  m e a n t  to 
be o ral. L i s t e n i n g  to  th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts 51, i t  is  im possib le  to  re s is t  th e  feeling  
th a t  th e  sign ificance  of th e  m iss io n  w as co m p arab le  to  t h a t  of th e  D e c la r a ­
t i o n . T he C h a ts  prove th e  F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt’s a w a re n e ss  t h a t  m o m en to ­
u s  e v e n ts  w ere  h a p p e n in g  r ig h t  th e n . T h e re  w as  ev en  room  for th e  q u es tio n s  
o f ir re v e rs ib le  o r irrev o cab le  n a tu re , e.g. th e  po litica l ch an g es  in  N o r th  A m e­
rica , c re a tio n  of th e  U n ite d  N a tio n s  or e ra d ic a tin g  to ta l i ta r ia n  sy s tem s  from  
E u ro p e 5 2 . B o th  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  th e  F ir e s id e  C h a ts  e m ­
p h a s iz e d  th e  fu n d a m e n ta l, in d isp u ta b le  A m erican  p rin c ip le s  eq u a lly  v a lid  in  
th e  e ig h te e n th  a s  w ell a s  tw e n tie th  cen tu rie s .

P e rh a p s  th e  o v e rrid in g  sign ificance  o f th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e , 
so com m only re fe rre d  to  in  th e  R oo sev e ltian  F ir e s id e  C h a t s , w as  th e  fa c t th a t  
-  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  n ew  s ta te  -  a n  ac tive  a n d  d y n am ic  d o cu m en t w as 
conceived. N o t on ly  d id  th e  D e c la r a t io n  avoid  d esc rib in g  o r leg a liz in g  th e  
s itu a tio n ; i t  sh a p e d  th e  A m erican  an d , som ehow , g lobal re a lity ; th e  F ir e s id e  
C h a ts  seem  to prove th a t  P re s id e n t  R oosevelt t r e a te d  th e  p a s t  in  th e  sam e  
w ay: h e  d id  n o t b rood  over it.

F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt t r ie d  to  p re p a re  A m erica  a n d  h is  c o m p a trio ts  for 
th e  ch a llen g es th a t  th e  fu tu re  w ould  h o ld 5 3 . S u ch  a n  a t t i tu d e  o f th e  leader(s) 
h a d  b een  b o rn  w hile  d ra f tin g  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e . T he d y n a ­
m ism  a n d  u n iv e rsa lism  seem  to prove th e  on-going  re lev an ce  a n d  m e a n in g  of 
th e  D e c la r a t io n  for th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  a s  a  s ta te  a n d  th e  A m erican s  a s  
a  society.

T h e  d o cu m en t p ro v id ed  P re s id e n t  R oosevelt w ith  a  w e a lth  of id eas , re fe ­
ren ces  a n d  g u id an ce  tip s  a s  to  how  to w in  h is  c o m p a trio ts ’ t ru s t .  T h e  F ir e s i ­

50 K . M ic h a łe k , Konstytucja..., p . 11.
51 I t  i s  im p o r ta n t to  l i s t e n  to  th e  w a y  th e  Chats w e r e  p er fo rm e d  b y  th e  P r e s id e n t .  A s  th e y  

w e r e  p r e p a red  a s  l iv e  s p e e c h e s , or m o n o lo g u e s , th e  r a d io  p er fo r m a n c e  c o n tr ib u te s  to  u n d e r ­
s ta n d in g  F D R ’s in te n t io n s .

52 Cf. th e  C h a ts  On Teheran and Cairo Conferences, 2 4  D e ce m b er  1 9 4 3 ; State o f the Union 
Message to Congress, 11 J a n u a r y  1 9 4 4 ; On the Fall o f Rome, 5  J u n e  1 9 4 4 ; Opening F ifth War 
Loan Drive, 12  J u n e  1 9 4 4 , (1 2  O ct. 2 0 1 0 ), [o n lin e ] <h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /fd r .h tm l>.

53 Cf. th e  Chats from  3  S e p te m b e r  1 9 3 9  to  11 S e p te m b e r  1 9 4 1 , (11 O ct. 2 0 1 0 ) , [o n lin e ]  
< h ttp ://w w w .m h r ic .o r g /fd r /fd r .h tm l>.
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d e  C h a ts  concerned  a ll th e  a sp e c ts  o f th e  w a rtim e  re a lity ; th e y  to u ch ed  u p o n  
d ifficu lt top ics too54. T h e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  m ad e  i t  possib le  for 
a  loose asso c ia tio n  o f colonies to  tu r n  in to  a  co u n try  a n d  a  n a tio n . A th o ro u g h  
a n d  ca re fu l a n a ly s is  o f th e  d o cu m en t h e lp ed  a n  in q u is itiv e  a n d  in tu itiv e  
p o litic ia n , F r a n k l in  D. R oosevelt, to  t u r n  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  from  ju s t  
a  c o n tin e n ta lly  in f lu e n tia l c o u n try  in to  a  superpow er.
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54 E x a m p le s  m ig h t  b e  th e  a n a ly s is  o f  P e a r l H arb or, th e  p e r s p e c t iv e s  o f  th e  w a r  e n d in g , 
w a r  e ffo r t or n e c e s s ity  to  a s s i s t  th e  a ll ie s .


