
Mariusz Rosik

"In Defense of Christianity : early
Christian Apologists", Jakob Engberg,
Anders-Christian Jacobsen, Jörg
Ulrich, Frankfurt am Main 2014 :
[recenzja]
The Biblical Annals 5/2, 429-430

2015



Tom 5, 
z. 2 

(2015)
© Wydawnictwo KUL , Lublin The Biblical Annals / Roczniki Biblijne

Book Reviews / Recenzje

Bi
bA

n 
5 

(2
01

5)
 4

29
-4

30

Jakob Engberg – Anders-Christian Jacobsen – Jörg Ulrich (eds.), In Defense 
of Christianity. Early Christian Apologists (Early Christianity in the Context 
of Antiquity 15; Peter Lang: Frankfurt am Main et al., 2014). Pp. 263 + XI, 3 
graphs. $72.95. ISBN 978-3-631-62383-1 (Hardcover)

MARIUSZ ROSIK

Pontifical Faculty of Theology in Wrocław 
address: ul. Katedralna 3/4, 50-328 Wrocław, e-mail: mrosik@pnet.pl

Jakob Engberg and Anders-Christian Jacobsen are Associated Professors 
at the Department of Culture and Society at Aarhus University (Denmark). 
The first one is Associated Professor of Church History, the second – of 
Systematic Theology. Jörg Ulrich is the Professor of Church History at the 
Faculty of Theology at the University of Halle- Wittenberg (Germany). These 
three scholars are co-editors of the book entitled In Defence of Christianity. 
Early Christian Apologists. 

The aim of this study is to examine the early Christian apologists in their 
context. The book is divided into four parts. Part I (Introduction) contains 
only one article, entitled “Apologists and apologetics in the second century” 
(by Jörg Ulrich), which deals with Christian apology and apologetics in 
antiquity in general. The author starts his study with indicating the most 
important factors giving rise to early Christian apologetics and describes 
the concepts of apology. He provides an overview of the early Christian 
apologists, and an outline of their argumentation. Very interesting are the 
parts of this introduction devoted to the pagan and Jewish roots of early 
Christian apologetics and consequently to anti-pagan and anti-Jewish polemic. 
In general, Ulrich discusses this vast and variegated material with proper 
understanding. The greatest achievement of his study lies in the fact that in 
quite a short article he managed to get the exact meaning of the richness of 
forms, methods and arguments used by apologists. 

The nine papers of Part II focus on the early apologists. Each article cov-
ers one of them: Aristides (by Nils Arne Pedersen), Justin Martyr (by Jörg 
Ulrich), Tatian (by René Falkenberg), Athenagoras (by Anders-Christian 
Jacobsen), Theophilus (by Jakob Engberg), author of the Letter to Diogne-
tus (by Anders Klostergaard Petersen), Clement of Alexandria (by Jesper 
Hyldahl), Tertulian (by Niels Willert) and Minucius Felix (by Svend Erik 

429



430

The Biblical Annals / Roczniki Biblijne
Vol. 5, 
no. 2  
(2015)

© Wydawnictwo KUL , Lublin The Biblical Annals / Roczniki Biblijne

Mariusz Rosik

 B
o
o

k
 R

e
v

ie
w

s 

Mathiassen). The apologists are presented in roughly chronological order. The 
nine essays provide a presentation of Christian apologetics in first centuries 
of the Church as a richly differentiated phenomenon. The authors of these 
articles try to show that the early Christian writers defended their religious 
position against critics through the systematic use of biblical data, and that 
they wanted to present a rational basis for the Christian faith. It is worth to 
notice that at least eight of nine apologists were converts and probably they 
were addressing non-Christian readers as potential converts. This is the rea-
son why they omitted difficult topics, especially problematic of Christology.

The article by Jakob Engberg in Part III pays attention to the condemna-
tion, criticism and consternation regarding Christians and Christianity in the 
writings of contemporary Greco-Roman authors. Analysing the surviving 
statements about Christian faith by second century pagan authors, Engberg 
tries to investigate “whether the defence apologists give for Christianity 
corresponds to the actual contemporary attack presented by pagan authors” 
(p. XI). He comes to the conclusion that there is a strong correlation between 
the criticism of pagan authors and the defence of the Christian writers. The 
appendix added to Part III can be very useful for scholars and students; it 
contains English translations (by Jakob Engberg, Patrick M. Fritz, Robert B.N. 
Hansen, John Møller Larsen) of the passages analysed in Engberg’s essay.

Part IV is devoted to Eusebius of Caesarea and his work Ecclesiastical 
History. Marie Gregers Verdoner analyses how the Roman historian and 
Christian exegete understood the apologists. The research made by academic 
teacher from the Faculty of Theology at the University of Aarhus (Den-
mark) leads to conclusion that the bishop of Caesarea influenced the way 
in which Christianity was perceived by later periods. Eusebius knew and 
cited Aristides, Justin Martyr, Tatian, Clement, Theophilus and Tertulian, 
but he was probably unaware of the works of Athenagoras, Mancius Felix 
and the Letter to Diognetus. 

The book is a most welcome contribution to a more nuanced picture 
of the understanding of the early Christian apologists and their writings. 
It should be highly recommended as a lecture for theology students and 
Church historians. 


