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He arrives to the conclusion that the connection between the sta-
te-administration and the episcopal office in Egypt was different
from that expressed in the imperial constitutions. These counstitu-
tions reflect the design of Justinian to grant the bishops a certain
administrative competence in order to obtain from them a sup-
port for the central government. But the activity of the Egyptian
bishops — as long as it was legal — was founded on the customary
law which developed from the principles of their ecclesiastical of-
fice and from the Christian ideals.
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In this interesting study the author points out that the exten-
sion of the Roman citizenship to the whole empire does not demand
the survival of the local citizenship in addition to the Roman,
but on the contrary leads to the diappearance of the local autono-
my and the submersion of the wéleic in the Roman empire. Parti-
cularly the Diocletian reform deprives the local citizenship of any
value and therefore excludes in this period the existence of double
citizenship, in the sense of belonging to two different nations as
Schonbauer considered it. The problem of the application of
the Roman law in the provinces and of the legal situation of the
inhabitants of the provinces, before and after the acquisition of
citizenship, remains an open problem and can be solved only by an
empirical method, by investigation of any case of the reciprocal
relations resulting from the co-existence of Roman and local law,
and of the deformation that one and the other had gone through
by the application of the Roman magistrates and the parties.



