Up

MUZEUM HISTORII POLSKI

Taubenschlag, Rafal

"Scripta Hierosolymitana", V.
Tcherikover, Jerusalem 1954 : [recenzja]

The Journal of Juristic Papyrology 9-10, 504

1955-1956

Artykut zostat zdigitalizowany i opracowany do udostepnienia
w internecie przez Muzeum Historii Polski w ramach

prac podejmowanych na rzecz zapewnienia otwartego,
powszechnego i trwatego dostepu do polskiego dorobku
naukowego i kulturalnego. Artykut jest umieszczony w kolekcji
cyfrowej bazhum.muzhp.pl, gromadzacej zawartosc polskich
czasopism humanistycznych i spotecznych.

Tekst jest udostepniony do wykorzystania w ramach
dozwolonego uzytku.



504 JOURNAL OF JURISTIC PAPYROLOGY

171—174, we obtain some measure of the appalling shrinkage of
population that had taken place in this area between the third
quarter of the second century and the early years of the fourth.
This shrinkage is not surprising when we recall that at about the
same time the number of those liable to the land tax at Theadel-
phia had declined to a mere 25.

V. Tcherikover, Seripta Hierosolymitana (Publications of the
Hebrew University Jerusalem vol. I, Studies in Classics and
Jewish Hellenism, Jerusalem 1954).

Sabbathai, usually transcribed in Greck as Sabbathaios, or
Sambathaios was a very common name among the kgyptian Jews
in the Ptolemaic period. In the Roman period, especially in the
second century A.D., the name, now written Sambathion, is no
less common, but now it is no longer confined to Jews. We find
it as the only Hebrew name to zppear in a purely Egyptian en-
vironment, as in the FayGm vill:ges Karanis, Theadelphia, Phila-
delphia, the metropolis of the Hermoupolite district, the Mende-
sian district and elsewhere.

Sambethe or Sambathis = Jewish Sibyl = the goddess of the Sab-
bath was worshiped by the Sabbath-observers. The Sabbath-obser-
vance by Jews was so conspicuous a usage that it could easily be adop-
ted by non-Jews as a separate rit, without any further religious con-
sequences. The name indicates that their parents were particularly
devoted to Sabbath observance and were anxious to see this de-
votion perpetuated by their children. It is a well known usage
practised by many peoples that children are named after their
fathers and grand-fathers. Thus a name, once entered in a family,
remains in it for many years. Such was the fate of the name Sam-
bathios. Now a man, named Sambathios after his grandfather
need not necessarily have been a Sabbath observer. In this way
the name lost its significance and became a regnlar name for Egyp-
tians.

A. Calderini, Oi éni Eévyg (J.E.A. 40 [1954] 19—22).

In the first line the anthor remarks that the existence of Zévor
and then of the énifevor in Egypt was proved by several quota-
tions which he assembled from the preserved documents and which



