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IN MEMORIAM
VICTOR A. TCHERIKOVER (1894—1958)

On January 17th, 1958, passed away Victor A. Tcherikover,
Professor of Ancient History and the Head of the Department of
History of the University of Jerusalem. Tcherikover was born
in Russia in 1894, and after having graduated in the University
of Moscow, he went to the University of Berlin for further histo-
rical studies; there he had the advantage of beeing a pupil of Ed.
Meyer and U. Wilcken. By the last-named scholar he was first
drawn into the field of Hellenistic history and papyrology, sub-
jects for which he maintained his enthusiasm to the end of his life.
In 1925 he obtained his Doctor’s degree and in 1927 his first book,
Die hellenistischen Stidtegriindungen, was published, a work by
which he won a wide reputation. In 1925 he went to Jerusalem
and was appointed instructor in Ancient History in the recently
founded Hebrew University. Thus he became the pioneer of tea-
ching and research in Ancient History-and Classics in Jerusalem.
In 1947 he was appointed to the chair of Ancient History at the
Hebrew University. As a teacher and lecturer he was second to
none in the Hebrew University being endowed with outstanding
talent to communicate his knowledge and to inspire his pupils with
a love for the subjects he himself enjoyed. As a man he was kind —
hearted and friendly to all who came in personal contact with him.

Tcherikover had wide historical interests and as an University
teacher he used to lecture on almost all periods of Greek and Ro-
man antiquity, but his written contribution since 1927 was chiefly
confined to research in Jewish history in the Hellenistic and early
Roman age. Above all he strove to understand and explain the
impact of Hellenistic civilization on the East and its consequences
for the Jews both in Palestine and in the Diaspora. He published
over many years both in Hebrew and in English a long series of
articles dealing with various aspects of Jewish history in the Hel-
lenistic and Roman period. Among them: Third Bk. of Maccabees
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as a historical source of Augustus’ time, Zion X Jerusalem 1945
(in Hebrew), Antiochia in Jerusalem Y. N. Eptein Jubilee book
Jerusalem 1950 (in Hebrew), Was Jerusalem a Greek Polis under
the Procurators ? (Palestinian studies presented to Prof. M. Schwabe),
Jerusalem 1951 (in Hebrew), Jewish Apologetic literature reconsi-
dered (Eos XLVIII, 3 = Symbolae R. Taubenschlag dedicatae III
Warsaw 1957) His main achievement in that field is his book The
Jews and the Greeks in the Hellenistic Period, a clear detailed and
admirably written study which was issued in Hebrew in 1930;
a second and largely revised edition as well as an English transla-
tion which will make this important work available for the scho-
larly world at large were completed by Tcherikover shortly before
his death and will appear soon.

Tcherikover early grasped the importance of papyrology for
the study of Jewish-Hellenistic history. His first paper connected
with papyrology proper was his Palestine under the Ptolemies (Miz-
raim 1937 p. 9—90), a lucid study of the Zenon papyri relating to
Palestine. His other papyrological contributions comprise: Jewish
religious influence in the Adler papyri? (Harvard Theological Re-
view, v. 35 (1) 1942, Syntaxis and laographia, (Journal of Juristic
Papyrology v. IV 1950), The Sambathions, (Scripta Hierosolymi-
tana, v. I); Studies in Classics and Jewish Hellenism 1954.

About 25 years ago Tcherikover formulated his big scheme of
mustering all the papyrological evidence bearing on Jews and
Judaism, and publishing a Corpus of Jewish papyri and ostraca.
With indefatigable energy he commenced his work in the field of
papyri, marshalling all the scattered evidence and commenting
upon it. This undertaking gave birth at first to a book on The Jews
in Egypt in the Hellenistic-Roman age in the light of the papyri, 1945
(in Hebrew with an English summary). Encouraged by the suc-
cess of this book, Tcherikover continued his big enterprise ener-
getically sided by his pupil and friend, A. Fuks. The first volume
of the Corpus Papyrorum Judaicarum was published in Oxford in
1957. It contains the invaluable historical Prolegomena and all the
Ptolemaic papyri and ostraca which have any direct connection
with the Jews according to the objective criteria established by
Tcherikover himself. To every document included there is atta-
ched a meticulous bibliography and a commentary putting the
document in its proper historical context. The second volume (to
be published in 1959) will contain all the documents relating to
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the early Roman period, the main sections being: “’Legal docu-
ments of Alexandria in the age of Augustus”, ”The Jewish ques-
tion in Roman Alexandria”, The Jewish revolt under Trajan”.
The material accumulated for the third volume is in an advanced
state to be ready for the press within a year or so.

The Corpus Papyrorum Judaicarum rounds off a life rich in

scholarly achievement and constitates a lasting memorial to Victor
Tcherikover.
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