


I N MEMORIAM JACOB J . R A B I N O W I T Z 
(1899-1960) 

On J a n u a r y 10, 1960, a f te r a short illness passed away Jacob 
J . Rabinowitz, Professor of Jewish Law at the Hebrew Universi ty 
of Jerusalem. We have lost one of our prominent associates, 
a scholar of outs tanding meri t , who had devoted over twen ty years 
to the history of Jewish Law and its relation to other legal systems 
of Ant iqui ty and the Middle Ages. 

Professor Rabinowitz was born in Russia in 1899. He gradua ted 
f rom a secondary school in Kiev. In 1924 he came to the Uni ted States 
and pursued his studies in New York. In 1930 he received a M. A. 
f rom Columbia Universi ty, and in 1937 his doctor 's degree f rom 
the New York Law School. Unti l 1942 he had been engaged in 
pr iva te practice of law. In the period 1942 — 1949 professor Ra-
binowitz was on the legal staff of the Depar tmen t of Invest igat ion 
of the City of New York . I n 1950 he was appointed lecturer in Jewish 
law at the Hebrew Universi ty of Jerusalem and two years later 
became Associate Professor a t the same Universi ty. 

Born into a family of rabbis he received a thorough Talmudic 
t ra ining and acquired a perfect knowledge of m a n y oriental langua-
ges. Af te r having graduated f rom the law school he devoted himself 
entirely to the s tudy of Jewish law. Beginning wi th the year 1941 
he began to publish his numerous essays in various periodicals. 
Professor Rabinowitz also under took the difficult and tiresome 
task of the English t ransla t ion of the Book of Civil Laws b y Maimo-
nides and published it in 1949 in the Yale Judaica Series. I n 1956 
there appeared his ma jo r work : Jewish Law, its Influence on the 
Development of Legal Institutions. I n this work Rabinowitz a t tem-
pted to prove t h a t the Jewish law had influenced the development 
of various legal inst i tut ions in the Ant iqu i ty as well as in the Middle 
Ages. He devoted much a t ten t ion to the question of the reception of 
the legal formulae f rom the cuneiform and Biblical laws b y other 
legal systems. According to his opinion those formulae were studied 
and defined b y m a n y specialists. They most certainly determined 
the formularies used in drawing up various legal acts. 
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Professor Rabinowitz placed a special emphasis on juristic ρapy-
rology. His essay Studies in Legal History, and the article Miscella-
nea Papyrologica, published in the JJP, are devoted to the 
problems of this science. 

Untimely and unexpected death interrupted his work on 
a second book on the history of Jewish law. 

[Warsaw] Henryk Kupiszew ski 
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