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IN MEMORIAM ADOLF BERGER
(1882—1962)

On April 8th, 1962 passed away in New York Adolf Berger, vi-
siting Professor of Roman Law at the City College of New York,
Member of the Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei in Rome, Member
of Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in America and honorary
Member of Assotiation of Polish Jurists in U.S.A.

Adolf Berger was born on March 1, 1882 at Lvov. There he gra-
duated from a secondary school and studied law. Already in the
University of Lvov Berger gave proof of his talent: he obtained the
degree of Doctor ustriusque iuris with honours sub summis auspici-
is Imperatoris. In the years 1910—1012 he studied Roman law and
papyrology in Berlin under the guidance of P.Meyer and B.Kiibler.
Two excellent monographs: Zur Entwicklung der Teilungsklagen'
and Strafklauseln in den Papyrusurkunden® were the achievement
of this period of his studies. The second from the mentioned books
won a high appreciation of the Master of the juristic papyrology
L.Mitteis.?

Henceforth every year brings new works? of Berger. The main
field of his scientific research was the Roman law in various pha-
ses of its ddevelopment. Thanks to his conscientiouness, exactness
and objecti veness his scientific works are of great walue. Thanks
to the moderateness in the acceptance of interpolations at the ti-
mes when the Interpolationenjagd was fashionable his work writ-
ten half a century ago have not lost its importance till now.

His essays concern chiefly history of legal sources. From among
the problems elaborated by him it is worth while to mention: the
interdicts, the legal status of the collegia, the X1I Tables, compi-
lation of Justinian and the Byzantine legislation. A long series of
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Iura 13 (1962) 207 ff.

[11]



12 H. KUPISZEWSKI

the essays ,,Studies in the Basilica’ secures him a place among
the best experts of this at present neglected and undouptedly ve-
ry difficult domain of Roman law.

Not lesser was Bergers contribution to the encyclopedic publi-
cations. For the Pauly—Wissowa RE. he prepared nearly a hun-
dred articles. Some of them are monographic studies of great ori-
ginality which for a long time will be a starting-point further re-
search. In the Oxford Classical Dictionary many articles concerning
the Greek and Roman law were written by him. His exellent Ency-
clopedic Dictionary of Roman Law became an indispensable referen-
ce-book for every Roman law specialist as well as for historians
and students of classical philology.

The last years of his life he devoted to the translation of the
book of J.Juster; and this work inspired him to write a series of
essays concerning the legal status of Jews in Roman Empire®.

Berger parted with the juristic papyrology after his studies in
Berlin. Nevertheless he observed its development with vivid inter-
est and was well acquainted with the newly published sources. Af-
ter more than thirty years some his papyrological assays appeared
again. They was written on the request of R.Taubenschlag for the
firdst volume of this Journal’.

The imposing scientific of Berger is to be admired particulary
because research work was for him, during all his life, a secondary
occupation. He never succeeded in obtaining an ordinary post at
university and struggled hard with great material difficulties. Nei-
ther did his fate spare him other misfortunes. The death of his wife
was for him one of the most tragical moments in his life.

By decease of Adolf Berger the science of Roman Law lost one
of its most prominent represetatives, a scholar of graet talent and
aman who in spite of the adversities of fate kept hislove of learning.

[Warsaw] Henryk Kupiszewski
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