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Kulturgeschichte des Hellenismus is all in all a very usefu l and s t imula t ing 
b o o k . One of its chief mer i t s is i ts or iginal i ty of t h o u g h t and i ts p rofus ion of 
n e w ideas, controvers ia l or no t . T h e reader is advised to u s e i t caut iously , how-
ever, and no t place too m u c h rel iance on some of t h e detai led fac t s given the re . 

[Warszawa] Anna Świderek 

E . G . T u r n e r , Greek Papyri: an Introduction, Oxford , a t t h e Clarendon 
Press 1968, pp . 220, 8 p la tes . 

E . G. T u r n e r , Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World, Oxford , a t t h e 
C la rendon Press 1971, pp . 132, 71 p la tes . 

I n Greek Papyri, which appea red in 1968, Professor T u r n e r p romised 
its compan ion vo lume, Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World. This was publ i shed 
also b y t h e Clarendon Press , in 1971. These vo lumes are c o m p l e m e n t a r y , 
a n d for t h a t reason, should, I t h i n k , be reviewed jo in t ly in order t o do t h e m 
jus t ice . I n b o t h books t h e a u t h o r was a iming pr imar i ly a t t h e non-special is t 
classical scholar , b u t i t is w o r t h po in t ing ou t t h a t also t h e professional p a p y -
rologist will f i n d t h e m a mine of va luab le observa t ions and suggest ions. I n t h e 
f i r s t of these t w o books Professor T u r n e r wishes, as he himself expresses 
i t in t h e Preface, " t o fac i l i ta te a p ro f i t ab l e app roach t o t h e originals (in t h e 
m a n n e r of W . S c h u b a r t ' s Einführung in die Papyruskunde, Berl in , 1918), 
r a t h e r t h a n to summar i ze and codify t h e f ind ings of p a s t scholars" (p. У.) I n 
t h e n e x t vo lume, on t h e o the r h a n d , his a im is t o p rov ide t h e reader w i t h 
" a r ep resen ta t ive b o d y of ma te r i a l i l lus t ra t ing Greek m a n u s c r i p t s w r i t t e n in 
a n t i q u i t y " , and t o expla in how a m a n u s c r i p t was t u r n e d in to a book , a t a per iod 
w h e n a book was a lways a m a n u s c r i p t . T h u s t h e t w o books t a k e n t oge the r 
cons t i t u t e an i n t roduc t ion to t h e world of Greek papyr i , a l though only t h e 
f i r s t of t h e m bears such a subt i t le . 

Fo r a s t a r t i t should pe rhaps be said t h a t a l though in Greek Papyri Professor 
T u r n e r refers t o W . S с h u b a r t ' s Einführung as more or less his model , 
he diverges f rom, t h a t model t o qu i te a considerable ex t en t , even in t h e v e r y 
essence or pr inciple of his book. Fo r , un l ike S c h u b a r t , he t r e a t s his ma te r i a l 
main ly , and even, one is t e m p t e d t o say, solely, f r o m t h e po in t of v iew of t h e 
philologist . H e p u t s grea t stress, i t is t r u e , on t h e i m p o r t a n c e of p a p y r u s doc-
u m e n t s , and is s t rongly agains t u n d e r v a l u i n g t h e m , b u t t o h i m the i r i m p o r t a n c e 
lies pr incipal ly in t h e f ac t t h a t t h e y "descr ibe t h e condi t ions u n d e r which 
l i t e ra tu re was s tud ied and copied" . Only t h e las t c h a p t e r of the book , h e a d e d 
Types of Papyrus Document, is devo ted t o t h e d o c u m e n t a r y p a p y r i themse lves 
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-— even the ti t le of the chapter indicating the l imitation of the subject (this 
does not hinder the reader f rom finding therein very useful remarks which are 
also very precious f rom the point of view of method — for instance, the author 
draws at tent ion to the need for caution when drawing conclusions from fragmen-
tari ly preserved documents, draf t documents, or documents whose character is 
not exactly known, etc.). In his Preface to Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient 
World, Professor T u r n e r clearly states t h a t his book will be a s tudy of 
Greek books and their various forms in ancient times, whereas in his Preface 
to the Greek Papyri he is less explicit, so readers who are either historians or 
jurists may be a little disappointed in not f inding all they expected in t h a t 
book. A few words of additional explanation would no doubt have removed 
this misunderstanding, and would have pu t the reader in a position to assess 
the book according to the intentions of the author. 

Greek Papyri and Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World make fascinating 
reading. Despite the immense erudition of the author, they read easily, which 
is also due in no small par t to his individual style, which is so straightforward 
t h a t the reader has the impression t h a t the author is chat t ing to him. 

The f irst chapter in Greek Papyri provides an excellent compendium of all 
we know about the writing materials of Antiqui ty, about writing tools, and the 
types of books and ways of producing them. This chapter is implemented to 
a large extent by the introductory essay to Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient 
World, where we find additional information and original observations on, for 
example, what the writer does, about his various at t i tudes, his tools, the way 
he wrote, the arrangement of the t ex t in the book, punctuat ion, etc. Much of 
this information is here given for the f irst t ime in a convenient, handy 
way. Professor T u r n e r also devotes considerable space to defining 
"book-hand" precisely. He provides us with a definition which, we hope, will 
f inally pu t an end to the terminological inexactitudes in this mat ter . He writes : 
"Book-hand is a handwrit ing in capitals strictly or roughly bilinear, usually 
made slowly" (Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World, p. 4). One vir tue of 
this definition is t h a t it permits us to include as book-hand the script of some 
documents such as the pr ivate let ter reproduced on Plate 68. The unique 
photographs 1—3 (showing the production of papyrus!) and 6—10, all in Greek 
Manuscripts of the Ancient World, are invaluable illustrations to Chapter I of 
Greek Papyri. 

The next two chapters of Greek Papyri are taken up with the history of the 
discovery of papyri . The resulting conclusions are presented in Chapter IV 
where Professor T u r n e r studies the geographical distribution of the f inds, 
as well as the place of origin and place of writing of the documents (very im-
por tan t observations!). The author 's remarks on texts which originated outside 
Egyp t bu t were discovered there, his account of the difficulties in establishing 
their origin (for instance see his interesting comments on the tex ts f rom Pano-
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polis, pp . 52—53), and his notes on t h e impor t ance of t h e so-called archives 
are all o u t s t a n d i n g f ea tu re s of th i s chap t e r . 

Chap te r У (Ηοιν a Papyrus Text Is Edited) is an especially fasc ina t ing one, 
in var ious p a r t s of which Ave ca t ch in t r iguing glimpses of t h e persona l i ty of t h e 
au tho r . W e learn a b o u t t h e s tock- in - t rade of t h e papyrologis t -ed i tor . W e are 
to ld a b o u t his m e t h o d of work , and abou t t h e diff icult ies and pi t fal ls . Before 
T u r n e r and H . C. Υ o u t i e no o ther grea t papyro logis t has been willing 
and able t o le t us in to t h e secrets of his work! I t should be added t h a t au tho r ' s 
c o m m e n t s here on t h e da t ing of t h e p a p y r u s m a n u s c r i p t s are e x p a n d e d in his 
i n t r o d u c t o r y essay t o Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World (pp. 21—24), 
where inc identa l ly we also f i nd an ex t r eme ly in te res t ing classif icat ion of book-
h a n d s used in t h e 1st t o 4 t h centur ies A.D. 

Chap te r V I is concerned wi th t h e people who owned t h e p a p y r i in an t iq-
u i t y (it should be no t ed t h a t b y " p a p y r i " t h e a u t h o r here means these books , 
large or small f r a g m e n t s of which were f o u n d in t h e sand of t h e E g y p t i a n 
deser t ) . T h e second p a r t of th is chap te r , headed The Evidence from Palaeo-
graphy, is especially w o r t h y of a t t e n t i o n , for in it Professor T u r n e r dif-
fe ren t ia tes be tween "school h a n d s " and "scholars ' t e x t s " . This d is t inc t ion is 
ve ry i m p o r t a n t when considering t h e va lue of a given m a n u s c r i p t (for i l lustra-
t ions of " schoo l -hands" see for ins tance P la tes 4 and 5 in Greek Manuscripts 
of the Ancient World). 

Chap te r V I I of t h e book Greek Papyri bears t h e r a t h e r general t i t le Papyri 
and Greek Literature. I n t h e ear ly p a r t of th i s c h a p t e r t h e a u t h o r d e m o n s t r a t e s 
t h e impor t ance of t h e new t e x t s of t h e classics. H e says t h e r e on pp . 98—99: 
" T h e reason pa r excellence w h y p a p y r u s f inds , even w h e n f r a g m e n t a r y , h a v e 
been so f r u i t f u l is t h a t t h e y h a v e given us a new concept ion of t h e w a y these 
t e x t s have come down to us. W e can now f o r m an idea of w h a t ancient books 
were l ike" . This whole c h a p t e r is rea l ly a deve lopmen t of th is sentence, and 
t h e book Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World is its splendid i l lus t ra t ion. 
T h e i l luminat ing commen t s on t h e edi t ion and hypomnema, and likewise t h e 
con ten t s of t h e hypomnemata, are m a d e clearer b y t h e a u t h o r ' s detai led discus-
sion of t h e lect ional signs in his i n t r o d u c t o r y essay t o Greek Manuscripts of the 
Ancient World, and b y t h e splendid p h o t o g r a p h s in t h a t book (e.g. P la t e s 47, 
59, 61). A ve ry i m p o r t a n t po in t for f u t u r e scholars is t h e d is t inc t ion t h e a u t h o r 
has d r a w n be tween hypomnemata (commentar ies) and syngrammata (mono-
graphs) , as well as be tween scholia and h y p o m n e m a t a . T h e consequences of 
all these po in t s for t e x t u a l cri t icism are convenien t ly s u m m e d u p in t h e Posts-
cript: Greek Papyri and Textual Criticism. 

Greek Papyri concludes wi th a v e r y usefu l discussion of t h e pr inc ipal edit ions 
of papyr i . A list is given of these edi t ions, con ta in ing all t h e abbrev ia t ions 
cu r ren t ly used. 

Greek Manuscripts of the Ancient World is n o t only a va luab le compan ion 
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v o l u m e to Greek Papyri, b u t is also in its own r ight a superb pa laeographic 
a lbum conta in ing n u m e r o u s reproduc t ions of in te res t ing manusc r ip t s t h a t h a v e 
seldom, a n d in some cases never , been rep roduced before ( apa r t f r o m t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h s men t ioned above, see also, e.g. P la t e s 25, 46, 51, 57, 68, 69, 72). T h e 
only objec t ion t h a t m i g h t be raised is t h a t t h e p la tes are n o t a r ranged in chro-
nological order ( the Chronological Table of Manuscripts given on p . 127 c a n n o t 
replace it) . E v e n if we concede t h a t i t was r igh t t o a r range t h e p la tes according 
t o l i t e ra ry genres, i t m igh t pe rhaps h a v e been b e t t e r t o keep t o a chronological 
sequence wi th in each genre, ins tead of a r rang ing t h e manusc r ip t s according 
t o a u t h o r . 

T h e inclusion, in t h e i l lus t ra t ions , of as m u c h as possible of t h e u n w r i t t e n 
areas of t h e originals is a comple te innova t ion , and is mos t useful as i t gives 
t h e reader an idea of t h e physical p roper t ies of t h e book. An inva luable f e a t u r e 
of t h e book reviewed here is t h e ample index giving pa laeographica l t e r m s and 
poin ts of scribal prac t ice . These are discussed b o t h in t h e Introduction and in 
t h e shor t descr ipt ions of t h e P la tes , which are a real t reasure-s tore of i m p o r t a n t 
commen t s , observa t ions and in fo rma t ion . 

All in all, these t w o books b y Professor T u r n e r cons t i tu t e a un ique , 
m a s t e r l y in t roduc t ion t o t h e world of l i t e ra ry papyr i . 

[Warszawa] Anna Świderek 

D o r o t h y J . C r a w f o r d, Kerkeosiris, an Egyptian Village in the Ptolemaic 
Period, Cambridge Classical Studies, Cambr idge , a t t h e Un ive r s i ty Press 1971, 
p p . 2 3 8 . 

This book b y Mrs Crawford is n o t only va luab le for i ts s u b j e c t - m a t t e r , b u t 
also in te res t ing and ins t ruc t ive as regards m e t h o d as well. A l though t h e a u t h o r 
t a k e s as her s t a r t i ng po in t t h e ve ry wel l -known documen t s f r o m t h e archive 
of Menches, vil lage scribe of Kerkeosir is f r o m 120—111 B.C., never theless she 
makes an original con t r ibu t ion (following t h e line ind ica ted in t h e Preface, 
p. X I , and t h e Introduction, p . 1) b y re la t ing t h e m to t h e b r o a d con tex t of t h e 
anc ien t E g y p t i a n t r ad i t ions and t h e ent i re h i s to ry of P to lemaic E g y p t . Owing 
t o t h e sys t ema t i c appl ica t ion of th is m e t h o d , th i s book is n o t a mere agglo-
m e r a t i o n of ar t i f ic ia l ly isolated fac t s a b o u t Kerkeosir is , b u t a t r u e (a l though 
of course n o t exhaus t ive) account of life in t h e E g y p t i a n count rys ide dur ing 
t h e reigns of t h e Ptolemies , when t h e old was in t e r twined a t every s tep w i th 
t h e new, and no village was ins ignif icant enough t o be cut off comple te ly f r o m 
t h e ne ighbour ing villages, of f r o m Alexandr ia , or f r o m t h e res t of t h e c o u n t r y . 


