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P. OXY. XII 1561: DEMOSIOSIS OF A LOAN 

HIS PAPYRUS, only partially transcribed by Grenfell and Hunt and 
here published in full, preserves the lower part of an application for 

the public registration (demosiosis) of a loan. A creditor (the reading of his 
name is uncertain; see below, 7 n.) had lent to Aurelius Sarapion alias Apol-
lonius the relatively substantial sum of 5225 drachmas, with the usual 12% 
annual interest and on the security of the debtor's property. The creditor 
submitted this agreement through an intermediary to the archidikastes for 
registration in the public record offices at Alexandria. Through this 
process, known as demosiosis, a private contract (χειρόγραφον) acquired the 
authority and force of a public document and could be used for the recov-
ery of the debt.1 The request for demosiosis is followed by the signature of 
Aurelius Alexander, an official styled o ppoc ту διαλογή from the bureau of 

1 On the process and function of demosiosis, see H.-J. W O L F F , Das Recht der griechischen 
Papyri Ägyptens in der Zeit der Ptolemaeer und des Prinzipats II, München 1978, pp. 129-135, 
with references to older bibliography. See further O. P R I M A V E S I , 'P. Cair. Inv. 10554η 
Mahnverfahren mit Demosiosis', ZPE 64 (1986), pp. 99-114, and H. M E L A E R T S , P. Sijp. 17 
introd.; for some aspects of the procedure and recent corrections to published docu-
ments, see A. B E N A I S S A , 'Two notes on demosiosis documents', JJP 37 (2007), pp. 15-19, and 
P. S Ä NG E R , 'Bemerkungen zu D^MOSTWAIS-Urkunden', Tyche 22 (2008), pp. 222-224. 
A recent list of the pertinent documents can be found in Ρ Oxy. LXX 4772 introd.; add 
Ε Sijp. 17 (287). 
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the archidikastes, which presumably confirms the receipt of the requisite 
fees and the public registration of the contract (Alexander is attested in 
two other Oxyrhynchite papyri of the same period; see 20 n.). The appear-
ance of the signature of o ppoc ту διαλογή at the foot of the text indicates 
that the application to the archidikastes did not include a request to com-
municate the publicly registered document to other officials such as the 
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strategus.2 When complete, P. Oxy. 1561 would thus have contained only 
a prefatory notice to the archidikastes,3 a copy of the contract (its conclud-
ing part is preserved in ll. 1-10), the request for demosiosis (ll. 11-19), and the 
dated signature of o ppoc ту διαλογή (ll. 20-21). 

The papyrus is complete on the left, lower, and right sides, but is beset 
by numerous holes of varying sizes. The left margin measures 1.8 cm, the 
lower one 4.4 cm, with writing running to the edge of the right side. The 
writing is along the fibres and the back is blank. Minor divergences from 
the partial transcription in the editio princeps, such as the placement of 
brackets and dots, are not indicated in the commentary below. 

Bodl. Ms. Gr. class. e 122 (P)4 16.9 x 17.3 cm 269/270 

] . a [ 

] . . - ? [ . ] . [ c . 2 0 ] . [ ] . [ ] π ρ α χ β [ . . . ] a [ . . ] . 

.[..]...κύρια та του ύπο[...]..[γ]ρά[μμ]α[τα τp]ιccà γραφ[°]ντα, 
όπ[η]νίκα όπερ έαν αίρή δημοα-

wceic δια του καταλογίου ου προ!δεόμενοc μεταλήμφεω[! μο]υ 
ουδέ ^epac eύδ[o]κήceωc 

δια το έντεΰθεν εύδοκεΐν με τή έcoμéνy ύπο [co]û δημocιώceι. 
περί δέ του ταύτα ôpθώc 

κ α λ ^ ^ γeν°cθaι έπερωτηθε^ ύπο coË ώμολόγη^α. €τouc β 
Κλαυδίου Ccßa^oü, Θώθ. 

4 

2 See B E N A I S S A , 'Two notes' (cit. n. 1), pp. 17-18. If such a communication (metadosis) had 
been requested, the signature would have appeared 'as an endorsement following the 
archidikastes' instruction to the concerned official at the top' (ibid., p. 18). 

3 Something along the lines of N.N. αρχιδικαετή και προε τή έπιμελεία τών χρηματατών 
και άλλων κριτηρίων παρα Αύρηλίου α ίεωαpatronymic (status) origin · rqc πpoeιμéνηc μοι 
διαή€ àcφaλeίac cvv τή ύπο αύτην/μετα τον χρόνον υπογραφή αντίγραφον υπόκειται; cf., 
e.g., SB I 5692.1-5 (Oxy.; III), Ρ Oxy. XII 1475.8-9 (267). According to the lists in P. Theon. 
Appendix B, and P. J. S I J P E S T E I J N , K. A. W O R P , 'P. Lond. inv. 2175: A full edition', ZPE 110 
(1996), pp. 181-182, the name of the archidikastes in 269 is not yet attested. 

4 The photograph, made by the International Photographic Archive, is reproduced 
courtesy of the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford. 
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Αυρήλιο! [%α]ραπίων ο καί Απολλώνιο! ^cx[on] papa αίεω! 
тас του δανίου 

8 dpaxm[à]c πεντακαχειλία! διακο!ία! π[°ν]τη [ε]ΐ'κο[!]ι [το]κων 
δραχμιαίων και άπο-

ο / t / ^ f > / > \ 

δώ!ω ώ! πρόκεται και υπεθεμην την προκειμενην μου οικιαν έπι 
πα!ι τοΪ! 

προκείμενοι! και ευδοκώ τή έ!ο[μενη] δημο!ιώ!ει και επερωτη-
θεί! ώμολόγη!α. 

β[ο]υλ[ό]μεν[ο!] δε άπο τ[η!] τρι!!η[! ά!φαα]λεί[α]! μοναχην έν 
δημο!ίω γενε!θαι 

12 δί[δωμι τή] πόλε.ι τa! ορι[!&]εί!α[! δ]ρ[α]χμ[α!] δεκαδύο και τα 
ώρι!μενα 

τε'[λη]. άξιώ άν[αλα]βόντα! αυτήν παρα του διαπε!ταλμενου υπ' 
έμου Αυρηλίου 

Άπολλωνίου ίπ[ογε]γραμμενην ύπο αυτου περί του ε!ν[α]ι την 
ύπο αυτήν 

ύπογραφην ίδι[Ογρα]φον έμου Αυρηλίου %αραπίωνο! τ[ο]ύ και 
'Απολλωνίου 

16 !υνκ[α]ταχωρί[!αι αυτ]ην τώδε τώ ύπομνήματι ει! [τ]ην Άδρια-
νην βιβλιο-

θήκης άντε[ίγραφον] δε και ει! την του Ναν[αίο]υ, π[ρ]θ! το 
μενειν μοι τα άπο αύτη! 

δίκαια ώ! άπο δημο!ίου χρηματαμο[ϋ] ε\νεκ]α του αυτόν εκτοτε 
ευδοκη-

κεναι τή δημο!ιώ!ει. 
20 (m. 2) ο πρ[θ!] τή διαλ(ογή) τη[! πό]λ(εω!) δι' έμ(ου) Αυρηλίου) 

'Αλεξάνδρου !ε!(ημείωται). 
ετ(ου!) β Κλαυδίου %[ε]βα!του [ ] α. 

4. l. καταλογείου || 7 - l . δανείου || 8. l. πεντακι!χιλία!, πεντε || 9· l. πρόκειται || 15. l. του 

i n p l a c e o f έμου ( s e e n . b e l o w ) II 16. l. !υγκαταχωρί!αι || 17. l. άντίγραφον 

... the triplicate bond of the... is normative; you may publish it through the 
record-office whenever you choose without requiring my concurrence nor 
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any further concurrence, because I hereby consent to the publication to be 
made by you; and having being asked by you the formal question whether 
this is done rightly and fairly, I have given my assent. Year 2 of Claudius 
Augustus, Thoth. 

I, Aurelius Sarapion alias Apollonius, received from Sarapion the five thou-
sand two hundred (and) twenty-five drachmas of the loan at the interest 'of 
the drachma', and shall pay back as aforesaid; and I have mortgaged my 
aforesaid house upon all the aforesaid conditions, and I consent to the publi-
cation to be made (by you), and in answer to the formal question I have 
given my assent. 

Wishing that one copy of this triplicate bond be made public, Ipay to the city 
the prescribed twelve drachmas and the prescribed dues. I request that, on 
receipt of the bond from the person dispatched by me, Aurelius Apollonius, 
with his attestation that the signature under the bond is the autograph of 
Aurelius Sarapion alias Apollonius, you register it with this application in 
the Library of Hadrian, and a copy in that of the Nanaeum too, in order that 
the rights derived from it may be assured to me as from a public deed, 
because he has consented to the publication. 

(2ndhand) The examiner-in-chief of the city, through me, AureliusAlexan-
der(?), has signed. Year 2 of Claudius Augustus [month} 1. 

2. ]..τιθΙ]χ. Possibly ν]ποτιθ[°]νΙτ- or ύ]ποτιθ[ε]μ[εν-, referring to the 
mortgaged property (cf. 9). 

3. ί π ο [ . . . ] . . [ . N o t vπoμνήμaτoc, whatever the distribution o f brackets and 
dots. 

οπ[η]νίκα όπερ. T h e word-order is the opposite to the normal one; we also 
expect απερ, but alpha cannot be read. 

6. €τOUC β Κλαυδίου Ceßacτoΰ> Θώθ. O n the evidence of the reign of 
Claudius II in Egyptian papyri, see J. R. Rea, P. Oxy. XL, pp. 18-21, and D. Rath-
bone, 'The dates of the recognition in Egypt of the emperors from Caracalla to 
Diocletianus', ZPE 62 (1986), pp. 120-121. T h e Julian year given by Grenfell and 
Hunt (268) is wrong, for 'year 1' of Claudius II is 268/269. T h o t h 1 o f year 2, there-
fore, is equivalent to 29 August 269. 
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7. 'ÈPÎI^C [%α]ραπίων ο και Άπoλλώνιoc. This individual, w h o is presumably 
from Oxyrhynchus, does not appear to be otherwise attested in the published 
papyri. T h e Alexandrian exegetes and bouleutes of same name in PSI IV 303.3-4 
(245-302; see BL V I I I 397) is probably a different person. 

a ÎÎVC. Caρaπίωνoc ed. pr. T h e letter between alpha and iota is probably nu or 
pi, but we have not been able to match such an ending with a known personal name. 

8. π[°ν]τη (l. πέντε) [ ε ^ κ ο ^ ι : π[εν]τη [κα]ι ïκocι ed. pr. There is no room for 
κα in the break, and there is only one iota after it. 

[τό]κων δραχμιαίων. Sc. è^c^c μνac κατα μήνα βκα^ον, 'at the interest of 
one drachma per mina (= 100 drachmas) each month', i.e., at the usual and legal 
interest rate of 1 % per month or 12% per year, which would be equivalent to 627 
drachmas per year; for the fuller phrase cf. e.g. P Oxy. XII 1471.14-15 (81). 

9. και υπεθέμην την προκειμένην μου οΐκίαν. For the mortgage of real property, 
and specifically houses, as security for loans, see for the first two centuries 
B. Tenger, Die Verschuldung im römischen Ägypten, St. Katharinen 1993, pp. 244-247. 

11. β ^ υ λ Μ μ ε ν ^ ] κτλ. This signals the beginning o f the request for demo-
siosis by the creditor. T h e subject is no longer Aurelius Sarapion alias Apollonius, 
who subscribes in ll. 7-10, but the creditor, whose name would have figured in 
the prefatory notice at the head of this document (cf. above, n. 3); see Wolff, 
Recht II (cit. n. 1), p. 131: 'so gut wie stets geschah die Betreibung der Demosiosis 
auf einseitige Initiative des Interessenten'. O n the erroneous έμου in l. 15, see 
n. below. To mark the new section, the scribe writes an exaggeratedly enlarged 
initial beta, slightly in ekthesis. 

12-13. τàc όρι^θ^ε^α^ δ ^ Ι ρ ^ χ μ ^ ^ δεκαδύο και τα ώραμένα τέ[λη]. T h e 12 
drachmas were the standard fee for the registration of the document in Alexandria 
(cf. the phrase έ'νεκα του μοναχον δημocιoΰcθaι in P. Mich. X I 614.35, with J. Shel-
ton's note); but the nature and purpose of the additional ώραμένα τέλη remain 
unclear (in some other documents the expression is το/τα τιμημaτoc τέλoc/τέλη 
or το υπέρ τήc δημocιώceωc ώραμένον; cf. Sänger, 'Bemerkungen zu δημοσίωσις-
Urkunden' (cit. n. 1), p. 224). See in general Wolff, Recht II (cit. n. 1), p. 130. 

13-14. υπ' έμου Αυρηλίου Άπολλωνίου. T h e authorized representative of 
Aurelia Isidora in P Oxy. IX 1200.46-47 (266), an application for the demosiosis of 
a sale, is likewise called Aurelius Apollonius, but this may be a coincidence. 

15. ιδι[όγρα]φον. See Wolff, Recht I I (cit. n. 1), p. 108, on the implications of 
this term. 

έμου Αυρηλίου Caρaπίωνoc τ[ο]υ και 'Απολλωνίου. έμου must be a scribal 
mistake for του, since the subject o f this demand (beginning with ßoυλόμeνoc 
in l. 11) is the creditor, not the debtor Aurelius Sarapion alias Apollonius; cf. 
above, 11 n. 

16-17. sic [τ\ην Άδριανην βιβλιοθηκην ... και sic την του Ναν[αίο]υ. O n these 
central state archives in Alexandria, see Wolff, Recht II (cit. n. 1), pp. 47-48. 
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17. άντε[ίγραφον] (l. άντίγραφον). For the spelling cf. P. Col. χ 279.15 (III) άντει-
γράφεα, P Oxy. VII 1069.32 (III) άντείγραφον. 

2θ. ο πρ[ο!] τή διαλ(ογή) τη[! πό]λ(εω!). T h e διαλογή was a sub-department 
of the καταλογεΐον (cf. l. 4 δια του καταλογ(ε)ίου), the notarial office at Alexan-
dria under the charge of the archidikastes; see Wolff, Recht II (cit. n. 1), pp. 28, 
249-250, n. 127. 

In such signatures, the article before προ! τή διαλογή varies between the sin-
gular (o) and the plural (οΟ; see Benaissa, 'Two notes' (cit. n. 1), p. 17, n. 4. 

δι' έμ(ου) Αυρηλίου) Αλεξάνδρου !ε!(ημείωται): διίγρ(αφεν) Αυρηλίου) 
Αλεξάνδρου χρη(ματίζοντο!) ed. pr. O n these signatures, typically written in 
a heavily ligatured chancery hand, see Benaissa, 'Two notes' (cit. n. 1), pp. 17-19, 
with discussion of further instances. T h e same Aurelius Alexander appends his 
signature to two Oxyrhynchite demosioseis of sales o f land involving different indi-
viduals: P Oxy. IX 1200.4 (266) and XII 1475.3 (267). These are second applications 
to the archidikastes requesting the communication of the completed demosiosis to 
the keepers of the record-office (βιβλιοθήκη έγκτή!εων) o f Oxyrhynchus. T h e 
signature of Aurelius Alexander at the top is an endorsement to this effect on 
behalf of the archidikastes. 

21. [ ] α. Θ[ώθ] a ed. pr. O n the impossibility of restoring the month Θ[ώθ], 
see Benaissa, 'Two notes' (cit. n. 1), p. 16, n. 3. A l l we can tell with certainty is that 
the demosiosis took place within a year from the conclusion o f the contract. 
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