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P. OXY. XII 1561: DEMOSIOSIS OF A LOAN

HIS PAPYRUS, only partially transcribed by Grenfell and Hunt and

here published in full, preserves the lower part of an application for
the public registration (demosiosis) of a loan. A creditor (the reading of his
name is uncertain; see below, 7 n.) had lent to Aurelius Sarapion a/ias Apol-
lonius the relatively substantial sum of 5225 drachmas, with the usual 12%
annual interest and on the security of the debtor’s property. The creditor
submitted this agreement through an intermediary to the archidikastes for
registration in the public record offices at Alexandria. Through this
process, known as demosiosis, a private contract (yetpdypagor) acquired the
authority and force of a public document and could be used for the recov-
ery of the debt.' The request for demosiosis is followed by the signature of
Aurelius Alexander, an official styled 6 mpoc 79 dwadoy7) from the bureau of

"On the process and function of demosiosis, see H.-J. WoLFF, Duas Recht der griechischen
Puapyri Agyptens in der Zeit der Ptolemacer und des Prinzipats 11, Miinchen 1978, pp. 129-135,
with references to older bibliography. See further O. Primavesi, ‘P. Cair. Inv. 105541:
Mahnverfahren mit Demosiosis’, ZPE 64 (1986), pp. 99-114, and H. MELAERTS, P. Sijp. 17
introd.; for some aspects of the procedure and recent corrections to published docu-
ments, see A. BENA1Ssa, “Two notes on demosiosis documents’, ¥7P 37 (2007), pp. 15-19, and
P SANGER, ‘Bemerkungen zu dnposiwois-Urkunder’, Tyche 22 (2008), pp. 222-224.
A recent list of the pertinent documents can be found in P Oxy. LXX 4772 introd.; add
P Sijp. 17 (287).
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the archidikastes, which presumably confirms the receipt of the requisite
fees and the public registration of the contract (Alexander is attested in
two other Oxyrhynchite papyri of the same period; see 20 n.). The appear-
ance of the signature of 6 mpoc 77 dwadoy7 at the foot of the text indicates
that the application to the archidikastes did not include a request to com-
municate the publicly registered document to other officials such as the
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strategus.” When complete, P Oxy. 1561 would thus have contained only
a prefatory notice to the archidikastes,” a copy of the contract (its conclud-
ing part is preserved in Il. 1-10), the request for demosiosis (Il. 11-19), and the
dated signature of 6 mpoc 73 dwaroys (Il. 20-21).

The papyrus is complete on the left, lower, and right sides, but is beset
by numerous holes of varying sizes. The left margin measures 1.8 cm, the
lower one 4.4 cm, with writing running to the edge of the right side. The
writing is along the fibres and the back is blank. Minor divergences from
the partial transcription in the edstio princeps, such as the placement of
brackets and dots, are not indicated in the commentary below.

Bodl. Ms. Gr. class. e 122 (P)* 16.9 X 17.3 cm 269/270

........ Lrdl]l e20 ][ 1L dreax8..... el ]

’

L..].. «bpea w70t mol ] [v]pd[pplalra 7pliccd ypad[€]vra,
om[n|vika Smep éav aiph dyuoce-
4 dcewc da ToU kaTaloylov ov mpocdeduevoc peTaAnued|c polu
0Ud€ €Tépac €bd]o]krcewc
Sua. 70 évrellev ebdokelv e 17 écopévy Umo [co|U dyuocidicer.
mept 0€ ToU TavTa 6pBdic
ka[ac| yevéclar émepwrnleic vmo cot wuoAdyn|cla. €rouc B

KAavdiov Cefacrov, Bwl.

? See BENatssa, “Two notes’ (cit. n. 1), pp. 17-18. If such a communication (zetadosis) had
been requested, the signature would have appeared ‘as an endorsement following the
archidikastes’ instruction to the concerned official at the top’ (%id., p. 18).

3 Something along the lines of N.N. dpyidixacty) kal mpoc 9 émpeAela 7OV ypyuaTicTdv
xal AoV kpiryplwy mape. AdpyAiov | a lewc patronymic (status) origin - Tic mpociuérmc pot
dicciic dcdalelac cdv T Vo adTv/ pera Tév xpdvov Dmoypady avriypadov dméxeirar; cf.,
e.g., SB 1 5692.1-5 (Oxy; 111, P Oxy. X11 1475.8—-9 (267). According to the lists in P. Theon.
Appendix B, and P. J. S;ypESTETN, K. A. Worp, ‘P. Lond. inv. 2175: A full edition’, ZPE 110
(1996), pp. 181-182, the name of the archidikastes in 269 is not yet attested.

* The photograph, made by the International Photographic Archive, is reproduced
courtesy of the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford.
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Adpndoc [Calpamiwv 6 kai Amodddvioc écx|ov] mapa a lewc
Tac 7o Saviov
dpaypld]c mevrakicxediac Sarociac [ év]Ty [€]iko[c]e [T6]kwy
Spaypiaimy Kal amo-
dwcw wc TpokeTal kal vreBéuny Y mpoxeywéry pov olkiav €mt
TACL TOIC
TpoKeLLEvoLC Kal €VOok® T1) €co[uévy] dnuocidicer kal émepwTn-
feic wpoAdynca.
Blo]vA[S]uev|oc] 8¢ dmo 7[nc] Tpicchj|c dcpa]ei[a]c povayny év
dnuociw yevéchar
0i[dwme 7] 7A€ Tac SpilcBleicalc 8]p[a]xuldc] dexadio kai Ta
wpLcuéva,
7é[An]. déwd av[ara]Bévrac adTyy wapa Tol SwamecTatpévov v’
éuot AdpnAiov
Amrodwviov vrr|oyelypapuévmy imo avTol mepl o0 €lv[all v
' 5o admy

vmoypady {6t dypalpov éuot Adpnriov Capamiwvoc 7[o]i kat

Amodwviov
covk|a]raxwpi[car adT gy T®de TG Vrouviuare eic [7]ny Adpia-
v BuBAco-

Onkmy avre|lypadov| 8¢ kai elc Tyv 7o Nav|aio]v, 7[p]oc 70
pe€vew ot Ta Amo avTNC
dirawa we dmo dnuociov xpyuaticpuo[d] €[vex|a Tol adrov €kToTe
€000KT-
Kévar TY) ONUOCLIICEL.
(m. 2) 6 wp[oc] 75 duad(oyy) Th[c mé|Mewc) 3¢ éuot) Avp(nAiov)
AAefdvopoy cec(npeiwTar).
ér(ovc) B Khavdiov C[e]|Bacrot [ ] a.

4. L. katadoyelov || 7.1 davelov || 8.1 mevraxicy\iac, mévre | 9.1 mpéreirac || 15. 1 700

in place of ¢uod (see n. below) || 16. /. coyraraywpicar I 17. 1 dvriypagpor

.. the triplicate bond of the ... is normative; you may publish it through the

record-office whenever you choose without requiring my concurrence nor
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any further concurrence, because I bereby consent to the publication to be
made by you; and baving being asked by you the formal question whether
this is done rightly and fairly, I have given my assent. Year 2 of Claudius
Augustus, Thoth.

I, Aurelius Sarapion alias Apollonius, received from Sarapion the five thou-
sand two bundred (and) twentyfive drachmas of the loan at the interest of
the drachma’, and shall pay back as aforesaid; and I have mortgaged my
aforesaid house upon all the aforesaid conditions, and I consent to the publi-
cation to be made (by yow), and in answer to the formal question I bave
given my assent.

Wishing that one copy of this triplicate bond be made public, I pay to the city
the prescribed twelve drachmas and the prescribed dues. I request that, on
receipt of the bond from the person dispatched by me, Aurelius Apollonius,
with his attestation that the signature under the bond is the autograph of
Aurelius Sarapion alias Apollonius, you register it with this application in
the Library of Hadrian, and a copy in that of the Nanaeum too, in order that
the rights derived from it may be assured to me as from a public deed,
because he has consented to the publication.

(2nd band) The examiner-in-chief of the city, through me, Aurelius Alexan-
der(?), has signed. Year 2 of Claudius Augustus {month} 1.

2. ]TL@[] . [ POSSiny ﬁ]qr()ﬂ@[é]l/[T— or ﬁ]qr()ﬂ@[e],q,[ev—, referring to the
mortgaged property (cf. 9).

3. ¥mo[ ] [. Not dmouriparoc, whatever the distribution of brackets and
dots.

om[n]vika dmep. The word-order is the opposite to the normal one; we also
expect dmep, but alpha cannot be read.

6. érovc B Klavdiov CePacrod, Bwf. On the evidence of the reign of
Claudius 11 in Egyptian papyri, see J. R. Rea, P Oxy. X, pp. 18-21, and D. Rath-
bone, “The dates of the recognition in Egypt of the emperors from Caracalla to
Diocletianus’, ZPE 62 (1986), pp. 120-121. The Julian year given by Grenfell and
Hunt (268) is wrong, for ‘year 1’ of Claudius 11 is 268/269. Thoth 1 of year 2, there-
fore, is equivalent to 29 August 269.
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7. Adpndoc [Calpamiowv 6 kat Amoddawvioc. This individual, who is presumably
from Oxyrhynchus, does not appear to be otherwise attested in the published
papyri. The Alexandrian exegetes and bouleutes of same name in PSI 1v 303.3—4
(245—302; see BL vi11 397) is probably a different person.

_a lewc. Capamiwvoc ed. pr. The letter between wlpha and zota is probably nu or
7, but we have not been able to match such an ending with a known personal name.

8. w[év])my (. wévre) [e]iro[c]u: w[ev]Tn [xa]l ikoc ed. pr. There is no room for
o in the break, and there is only one 7ota after it.

[18]) kv dpaxpiaiwy. Sc. éxdcrne pwvdc kara piva €kactov, ‘at the interest of
one drachma per mina (= 100 drachmas) each month’, i.e., at the usual and legal
interest rate of 1% per month or 12% per year, which would be equivalent to 627
drachmas per year; for the fuller phrase cf. e.g. P Oxy. x11 1471.14-15 (81).

9. kat vreléuny Ty wpokeuévny pov oikiov. For the mortgage of real property,
and specifically houses, as security for loans, see for the first two centuries
B. Tenger, Die Verschuldung im romischen A;gypten, St. Katharinen 1993, pp. 244-247.

11. Blo]vA[é]puer[oc] k7A. This signals the beginning of the request for demo-
siosis by the creditor. The subject is no longer Aurelius Sarapion #/ius Apollonius,
who subscribes in Il. 7-10, but the creditor, whose name would have figured in
the prefatory notice at the head of this document (cf. above, n. 3); see Wolff,
Reche 11 (cit. n. 1), p. 131: ‘so gut wie stets geschah die Betreibung der Demosiosis
auf einseitige Initiative des Interessenten’. On the erroneous €uod in 1. 15, see
n. below. To mark the new section, the scribe writes an exaggeratedly enlarged
initial beta, slightly in ekthesis.

12-13. Tac opicllelcalc d]plalyu[ac] dexadio kal Ta wpicpéva Té[An]. The 12
drachmas were the standard fee for the registration of the document in Alexandria
(cf. the phrase évexa 100 povayov dnuocioticlar in P. Mich. X1 614.35, with J. Shel-
ton’s note); but the nature and purpose of the additional cipicuéva Téln remain
unclear (in some other documents the expression is 76/ 7a Tywjuaroc Téloc/ Tély
or 70 Ymep Tiic dnuocidcewc dpicuévov; cf. Singer, Bemerkungen zu dnpooimois-
Urkunden’ (cit. n. 1), p. 224). See in general Wolff, Recht 11 (cit. n. 1), p. 130.

13-14. ¥7’ épod AdpyAiov Amroddwviov. The authorized representative of
Aurelia Isidora in P Oxy. 1x 1200.46—47 (266), an application for the demosiosis of
a sale, is likewise called Aurelius Apollonius, but this may be a coincidence.

15. (0] Sypa]pov. See Wolff, Recht 11 (cit. n. 1), p. 108, on the implications of
this term.

euot AdpmAiov Capamiwvoc 7[o]d kat Amoddwriov. éuot must be a scribal
mistake for o?, since the subject of this demand (beginning with BovAduevoc
in 1. 11) is the creditor, not the debtor Aurelius Sarapion @/ias Apollonius; cf.
above, 11 n.

16-17. €ic [7]ny Adpravny BufAolirny ... kal eic Ty o0 Nav[alo]v. On these
central state archives in Alexandria, see Wolff, Recht 11 (cit. n. 1), pp. 47—48.
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17. dvre[fypadov] U dvriypadov). For the spelling cf. P. Col. x 279.15 (111) dvrer-
ypdipeic, P Oxy. vi1 1069.32 (111) dvrelypapor.

20. 6 mp[oc] 1) Sra(oyh) TH[c mé]Aewc). The diatoyr) was a sub-department
of the karadoyeiov (cf. L. 4 i Tod kaTaloy{e)iov), the notarial office at Alexan-
dria under the charge of the archidikastes; see Wolff, Recht 11 (cit. n. 1), pp. 28,
249250, 1. 127.

In such signatures, the article before 7pdc 77} dtadoyq) varies between the sin-
gular (6) and the plural (0d); see Benaissa, “Two notes’ (cit. n. 1), p. 17, n. 4.

a heavily ligatured chancery hand, see Benaissa, “Two notes’ (cit. n. 1), pp. 17-19,
with discussion of further instances. The same Aurelius Alexander appends his
signature to two Oxyrhynchite demosioseis of sales of land involving different indi-
viduals: P Oxy. 1x 1200.4 (266) and x11 1475.3 (267). These are second applications
to the archidikastes requesting the communication of the completed demosiosis to
the keepers of the record-office (BifAwobfixn éyxriicewr) of Oxyrhynchus. The
signature of Aurelius Alexander at the top is an endorsement to this effect on
behalf of the archidikastes.

21. [ ] a. B[wl] a ed. pr. On the impossibility of restoring the month @[0],
see Benaissa, “Two notes’ (cit. n. 1), p. 16, n. 3. All we can tell with certainty is that
the demosiosis took place within a year from the conclusion of the contract.
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