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E D U C A TIO N  AN D V A LU E S O F  R U RA L YO U TH

In the y e a r s  1 9 8 0 -1 9 8 1 , within the fram ew ork  o f R e s e a r c h  
P r o je c t  II 4 the "T o ru n  G ro u p " ca r r ie d  out a stu d y  on  e x is te n ­
tial v a lu e s  r e g a rd e d  b y  rural you th  a s  the m ost important in life 
that co u ld  b e c r e d ite d  with h igh quality fe a tu re s . T h e  study inclu ­
d e d  inhabitants a g e d  2 0 -3 5 , o f  20 v il la g e s , in on e  o f the com m u-

Xn ities  o f the P to ck  p r o v in c e  .
A s  m uch a s  29 .1  p e r ce n t  o f the 346  s u b je c t s  rela ted  indi­

s p e n s a b le  e x is ten tia l v a lu e s  to fam ily life : c o r r e c t  re la tion s  bet­
w e e n  fam ily m em bers, p r o p e r  u p b rin g in g  o f ch ild ren , restraint 
from  a lc o h o l  a b u s e . A  re la tiv e ly  la rg e  g rou p  o f you th , 21 .6  pere­
cen t, co u p le d  them with m aterial and  fin a n cia l a s p e c t s  o f  life .
T h e  third m ost g e n e ra lly  m entioned quality w a s  g o o d  health,
15 .0  p e rce n t. A n toh er  sy n d rom e  o f the m ost im portant life v a lu e s , 
a c c e p te d  b y  14 .7  p e r c e n t  o f y o u n g  v illa g e  d w e lle rs , r e fle c ts  the­
s e  o p in io n s  and v ie w s , w h ich  c o n n e c t  op in io n s  abou t g o o d , s u e -  
c e s fu l  life with in ter—hum an re la tion s  in fa r  and  n e a r  human en ­
v ironm ent; in the lo c a l  com m unity, the cou n try  and the w orld .
T h e  la st g ro u p  o f o p in io n s  ty p ica l o f 6.3 p e rce n t  o f all r e s p o n ­
den ts  c o n c e r n e d  s u c h  is s u e s  a s  rational p lann ing o f le is u re  time,

E m p irica l s tu d ie s  on  rural y o u t h 's  quality o f life (b a s i c  
ex is ten tia l v a lu e s  and d e g r e e  o f life  sa tis fa ction  re la ted  to their 
a cco m p lish m e n t) c o n s is t e d  o f  two parts. T h e  first, com p leted  in 
1 9 8 0 , co m p r ise d  q u e stio n n a ire  in terv iew s with 346  y o u n g  inha­
bitants o f 20 v il la g e s  (r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f m ajority o f y o u n g  fa­
m ilies inhabiting the reg ion  c o v e r e d  b y  the s tu d y ) on  their m ost 
im portant v a lu e s  in life . T h e  s e c o n d  part, ca r r ie d  out in 1981 , 
co m p r ise d  fr e e  in terv iew s with the sam e r e s p o n d e n ts  on  s u b je c ts  
ta ck led  in the first part and  a ls o  on  w ork , fam ily, s o c ie t y  and 
cu ltura l activ ity  a s  re a liz e d  and a ck n o w le d g e d  life v a lu e s .
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ability  to p articip a te  in cu ltura l life at the le v e l  approx im atin g  
that o f  c ity  d w e lle rs  and  p rep a ra tion  fo r  s o c ia l  prom otion  to d e ­
s ir e d  p r o fe s s io n s  and w ork ^ .

R e s e a r c h  aim ed at find ing  the m ost im portant fe a tu re s  o f 
y o u t h 's  im age o f  d e s ira b le  life  q u a lit ies , in my op in ion , h a s  mul­
tiple lin k s  to the e d u ca tio n  p r o c e s s .

W hile d ia g n o s in g  b a s ic  ex is ten tia l v a lu e s  that a re  -  p e r -  
h a p s  e v e n  prim arily -  the e ffe c ts  o f s o c ia l iz a t io n  p r o c e s s e s  w e  
a re  ca rry in g  out, a d ia g n o s is  o f som e  s e c t o r s  o f e d u ca tio n  
poin t to  the u p s  and  d o w n s  o f the e d u ca tio n  sy s tem , n e g a t iv e s  
and p o s it iv e s  o f p a rticu la r  g r o u p s  o f e d u ca tio n a l institutions that 
fu n ction  in the s o c ie t y  and at its recom m en d ation . T h a t e n a b le s  
u s  to c o r r e c t  g r o u n d le s s  a ssu m p tion s  and  m ech a n ism s o f ed u ­
ca tion , to e n fo r c e  and  s p r e a d  d e s ira b le  a s p e c t s  o f the e d u c a ­
tion sy stem , and  le a d s  to h arm on iou s d ev e lop m en t o f the indi­
v id u a l 's  p erson a lity  and s o c ie t y . T h e  s ig n a liz e d  fe e d b a c k  b e ­
tw een  ed u ca tio n a l activ ity  and  y o u t h 's  quality  o f life  is  n eith er 
the on ly  on e  n o r  the m ost optim al. A p p lie d  in c o n tro l and  ad ju st­
ment o f d is c r e p a n c y  b e tw een  ed u ca tio n a l reality  and p re m ise s  o f 
the ed u ca tio n a l id ea l, it is  u su a lly  a s e c o n d a r y  and d e la y e d  re ­
a ction  that r e d u c e s  n eg a tiv e  e ffe c ts  o f  e r r o r s  but on ly  too  late 
e n a b le s  s u p p r e s io n  o f  the s tru ctu re s  that perm itted the d is c r e ­
p a n cy .

In the m ore optim al varian t, fu n ction in g  fou n d a tion s  o f ed u ­
ca tin g  s o c ie t y  a re  e a r lie r  cod e term in ed  b y  s c ie n tifica lly  p la u s ib le  
d em an d s o f  y o u t h 's  d e s ir e d  life  quality form ation  p r o c e s s .  T h e  
ex is t in g  fe e d b a c k  a c tu a liz e s  and  op tim a lizes  the ed u ca tio n a l p ro­
c e s s ,  putting it in harm ony with fa r -w in g ed  d ev e lop m en t p la n s  
fo r  the com p lete  hum an p e rso n a lity . Its p r e s e n c e  is  m arked  a l­
re a d y  at the p rep a ra tory  p h a s e  o f th e o re tica l fou n d a tion s  o f the 
e d u ca tio n  s y s t e m 's  reform .

2 O p in ion s  and  v ie w s  o f  2 .9  p e r c e n t  o f the re s p o n d e n ts  
e s c a p e d  c la s s if ic a t io n  into a n y  o f the five  c a te g o r ie s  d is c u s s e d  
and 1 0 .4  p e r c e n t  y o u n g  v illa g e  d w e lle rs  did not g iv e  th eir an­
s w e r s .
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T h e  m anifold an d  co m p le x  c h a r a c te r  o f  the p h en om en a  w e 
c o p e  with s e e m s  to g iv e  s u b s ta n c e  to m aking u s e  o f  both  v ie w s  
on  ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s e s  th rou gh  the rural y ou th  life  quality 
prism  in future c o n s id e r a t io n s .

x
X  X

L ook in g  fo r  p re m ise s  to c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  e d u ca tin g  s o c i e ­
ty th rou gh  a n a ly s is  o f ru ra l y o u t h 's  ex is ten tia l a sp ira t io n s , w e 
e n c o u n te r  co m p le x  is s u e s  that d o  not y ie ld  to u n e q u iv o c a l in­
terpreta tion , m uch l e s s  to ev a lu a tion . Life g o a ls  o f the rural 
y o u n g  a re  at v a r ia n c e  with the ex is ten tia l id e a s  d e s ir e d  b y  edu ­
c a to r s , the s o c ia l  sy s te m  re lig io u s  d o c tr in e s , e t c . M ost o f them 
se e m  to b e  p e r fe c t ly  h a rm on ized  with the s o  c a lle d  e d u ca tion a l 
g o a ls ,  s o m e  con tra d ic t  s o c ia l iz a t io n  m od e ls  an d  som e  a re  the 
id e a s  a s  y e t  not a c k n o w le d g e d  that fu n ction  within p e d a g o g ic  
th e o ry  and id e o lo g y  but d o  not s u r fa c e  in y o u t h 's  life orien ta ­
tion .

T o  b e g in  with, let u s  c o p e  with the first g rou p  o f rural 
y o u t h 's  life  v a lu e s  -  the v a lu e s  in tune with s o c ia l ly  d e s ira b le  
e f fe c ts  o f e d u ca tio n . It c o m p r is e s : a sp ira tion  fo r  fam ily h a p p in e s s , 
g o o d  re la tion s  am on g p e o p le , a ttractive and u se fu l sp e n d in g  o f 
le is u r e  time on  cu ltura l p articipa tion , life  in a s ta b le  and w e ll- 
o rg a n iz e d  cou n try  and the w orld  rid o f the threat o f w ar. H ealth 
is  r e g a rd e d  a s  the v a lu e  facilitatin g  a ch iev em en t o f m any oth er 
life v a lu e s . T h e  m entioned  ex is ten tia l aim s o f you th  a re  not in 
o p p o s is t io n  to n e e d s  and  s o c ia l iz in g  a sp ira t io n s  o f  s o c ie t y .
Quite on  the con tra ry , fo r  m any a r e a s  o f c o l le c t iv e  life they are 
s o c ia l ly  d e s ira b le  b e h a v io r  stim ulators e n a b lin g  life  to con tin u e  
and d e v e lo p . T h e re  certa in ly  b e lo n g  h e re  h arm on iou s fam ily 
life o r  p r o p e r  interhum an re la tion s  la rg e ly  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r . e .g . 
the ch a r a c te r  o f s o c ia l  lin k s , quality  and form  o f e c o n o m ic  and 
p o litica l p r o c e s s e s  g o in g  on  in the s o c ie t y . T h e  v a lu e s  in d icated  
a ls o  gu a rra n tee  -  with g rea t, daily  v e ry fie d  em p irica lly  p rob a b ili­
ty -  a ccom p lish m en t o f  p e r s o n a l h a p p in e s s , a ch iev em en t o f s o ­
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c ia l  a p p ro v a l fo r  in d iv id u a l 's  a c t io n s  w h ich  a re  im portant not 
on ly  fo r  an  in d iv id u a l 's  p s y c h ic  fram e o f mind but a ls o  to the 
w e ll-b e in g  o f s o c ie t y  a s  a w h o le , its in tegrity , c re a t iv e  ca p a c ity  
o r  cu ltu ra l ou tlook .

T h e r e  a re  a ls o  in rural y o u t h 's  life  or ien ta tion s  v a lu e s  di­
v e r g e n t  from  d e s ira b le  form s o f s o c ia l  p e rso n a lity , a s  if ou sted  
from , o ffic ia l ta rg ets  o f  s o c ia l is t  e d u ca tio n . H ere  b e lo n g s  the 
w id e -s p r e a d  op in ion  am on g  the exam in ed  s u b je c t s  that h igh ma­
teria l con su m p tion  le v e l  is  the m ost o r  a v e r y  im portant fa c to r  
o f e x is ten tia l sa tis fa c t io n  con d ition in g  a ch iev em en t o f a num ber 
o f o th er  life  v a lu e s  re la ted  not on ly  to r e c r e a t io n  and  en tertain ­
ment but e v e n  to p o s it io n  in a s o c ia l  g ro u p  and  o v e r t  o r  c o v e r t  
p o w e r . T h is  op in ion  -  th ou gh  not d e s ira b le  a s  the resu lt of the 
ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s  -  d o e s  not y ie ld  to u n e q u iv o c a l eva lu ation  
from the s o c ia l  in terest poin t o f v ie w . A  h igh  m aterial con su m p ­
tion  le v e l  is  a d e c la r e d  an d  re a liz e d  target fo r  e c o n o m ic  p o lic y  
re fle c te d  in id e o lo g y , p ro p a g a n d a , s o c ia l  and cu ltura l p o lic ie s  
a s  w ell a s  in the re a l b e h a v io r  o f a m ajority o f P o le s  w h o  b e ­
l ie v e  that to liv e  b e tter  th ey  must p o s s e s s  m ore . T h e  d e s ir e  fo r  
con sta n t im provem ent o f liv in g  s ta n d a rd s  is  a ls o  the b a s ic  sti­
m ulus m otivating better, m ore e ffic ien t, o r g a n iz e d  and  m ore mo­
d e m  w o rk . It p rom otes  in v e n tiv e n e s s  and  p r o g r e s s  in m any a re ­
a s  o f life , g rea tly  determ in ing the c o u n t r y 's  c iv iliza tion  le v e l  and 
its p la c e  in the fam ily o f  o th er  n ation s . A ls o  from  the poin t o f 
v ie w  o f  an  in d iv id u a l 's  p e rso n a lity  d ev e lop m en t, the settin g  o f 
com fort s e e m s  m uch m ore a d v a n ta g e o u s  than p o v e r ty , b e c a u s e
-  a s  re a l life and s c ie n t ific  s tu d ie s  s h o w  -  in c re a s in g ly  m ore 
often  a sh o r ta g e  o f m on ey , ra th er than w ill, limits the ability to 
particip a te  in e v e n  the m ost com m on  form s o f cu ltu ra l c o n ta c ts , 
s u c h  a s  m o v ie s , p r e s s  o r  b o o k s ,  not to  m ention the p r o s p e c t s  
o f b e co m in g  a cq u a in ted  with the cou n try , the w orld , o th er  na­
tion s  and cu ltu res . If, in add ition  to all the argu m en ts I q u oted  
a b o v e , w e  add  that rural y o u t h 's  m aterial d e s ir e s  h a v e  l e s s  to 
d o  with the s o  ca lle d  o s ten ta tiou s  con su m p tion  and  m ore with 
ad eq u a te  liv in g  s ta n d a rd s  at the le v e l  w arran ted  b y  the h istori­
c a l  s ta g e  o f c iv iliza tion  and e c o n o m ic  sta n d in g  o f the cou n try .
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then e v e n  in this typ e  o f  attitudes w e will not find many m om ents 
that w ou ld  b e  e v id e n c e  o f an y  p articu lar  d is fu n ction  b e tw een  s o ­
c ia l  life requ irem en ts and ex is ten tia l v a lu e s  o f the rural you th .

T h e r e  a ls o  e x is t s  a g ro u p  o f u n d is c lo s e d  v a lu e s , o r  not 
often  d is c lo s e d ,  in the o p in io n s  and  v ie w s  o f rural you th  that 
in terest u s  but a re  e s p e c ia l ly  e x p o s e d  fo r  ed u ca tio n a l p u r p o s e s . 
H ere , prim arily b e lo n g s  w ork . W ork  -  a c c o r d in g  to the fundam en­
tal p rem ise  in s o c ia l is t  s o c ia l  d octr in e  re fle c te d , am on g o th ers , 
in e d u ca tio n a l o b je c t iv e s  -  is  not on ly  a c i t i z e n 's  duty and an 
in d iv id u a l 's  right but a ls o  o n e  o f the main life v a lu e s  form ing 
sa tis fa c t io n , gran tin g  an  ind iv idual g rea t ca p a c ity  fo r  s e l f -d e v e ­
lopm ent and  e n h a n c in g  the p o ss ib ility  fo r  a p p e a r a n c e  o f a num­
b e r  o f add ition a l v a lu e s : r e s p e c t  fo r  o n e 's  s e lf , sa tis fa ctio n  with 
o n e 's  a c t io n s  and tran sform ation  o f e x is t in g  rea lity , o n e 's  digni­
ty, d ev e lop m en t o f  a b ilities  an d  in te rests , c o n ta c ts  with o th er  p e ­
o p le . It w ould  not b e  trustw orthy if s a id  that w ork  a s  a v a lu e  
is  com p le te ly  a lien  to the you th  in stu dy , but it w ou ld  a ls o  b e  
im p roper to try to p ro v e  that w ork  is  re g a rd e d  a s  the v a lu e  in­
d is p e n s a b le  o r  e v e n  p r in cip a l to the d e s ir e d  life v a lu e . It is  in­
v a r ia b ly  found to a g r e a te r  o r  sm a ller  ex ten t to  b e  a m ore o r  
l e s s  a c c e p te d  n e c e s s it y  in life , an  a ck n o w le d g e d  o r  m erely  to­
le ra ted  w ay  to ga in  s u b s is t e n c e . It a lm ost n e v e r  r e p r e s e n ts  the 
p articu lar life v a lu e  w ish ed  fo r  and g en era lly  Is  e x p e c te d  to gi­
v e  noth ing m ore than m on ey  to  facilita te  a ccom p lish m en t o f  oth er, 
m ore im portant ex is ten tia l p u r p o s e s . A p p a ren tly , e d u ca tio n  faildd 
to implant a m ore d e s ir a b le  attitude to w ork , w h ich  from both  
s o c ia l  and individual po in ts  o f v ie w  c re a te d  a h igh ly  u n fa v ora b le  
situation  a ffe ctin g  s o c ia l  and p erson a lity  p r o c e s s e s  in many 
w a y s .

A n oth er  s e r io u s  d ish arm on y  o f th is type  is  found in y o u t h 's  
attitudes to b r o a d e r  s o c ia l  ph en om en a  and p r o c e s s e s  a s  s o u r ­
c e s  o f im portant ex is ten tia l v a lu e s . I b e lie v e  it is  u n n e c e s s a r y  
to e la b ora te  on  the th e s is  that the cu ltivation  o f p r o s o c ia l  atti­
tu d e s  is  particu larly  im portant in the s o c ia l is t  e d u ca tio n  p r o c e s s .  
Let u s  point out on ly  that the s o c ia l  activ ity  o f in d iv id u a ls , a cti­
v e  participation  in tran sform in g  and im proving s o c ia l  re la tion s ,
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pa rtn ersh ip  in c o lle c t iv e  a ctiv itie s  and authority , s u p e r v is io n  o f 
s o c ia l  p r a c t ic e  to b e  a d eq u a te  to p r in c ip le s  an d  id e a ls ; sh ou ld  
con stitu te  that d im en sion  o f man in w h ich  he w ill not on ly  b e  
in terested  in a c h ie v in g  in d iv idua lly  d e s ir e d  ex is ten tia l v a lu e s  but 
a ls o  m ake p o s s ib le  p r o p e r  a ccom p lish m en t o f  the m ost h o n o re d  
p r in c ip le s  o f s o c ia lis m  -  equ a lity , s o c ia l  ju s tice  and c o - r e s p o n ­
sib ility  fo r  co n d it io n s  o f s o c ia l  life . S o  d e fin ed  attitude to s o c i e ­
ty is  ra th er a lien  to you th  o r , at le a s t , it is  not b ro a d ly  r e f le c ­
ted  in their ex is ten tia l d e s ir e s  and a sp ira t io n s . T h o u g h  the y o u n g  
p e o p le  com m only  n o tice  v a r io u s  in a c c u r a c ie s  in s o c ia l  life , p o ­
stu lating  e v e n  co n s tru ct iv e  w a y s  o f  am endm ent, th ey  d o  not s e e  
the n e c e s s it y  fo r  a c t iv e  involvem ent- in p u b lic  a ffa irs , not w illing 
o r  not k n ow in g  h ow  to o p p o s e  the v a r io u s  e x is t in g  in a c c u r a c ie s ,  
p re fe rr in g  in stead  to find sa tis fa ction  in the c o s y  p r iv a cy  and 
warmth o f hom e.

T h e  s y g n a liz e d  s im ilarities and d is c r e p a n c ie s  b e tw een  the 
m ost g e n e ra l id e a s  that u n d erlie  ed u ca tio n a l aim s and e x is te n ­
tial attitudes o f rural you th  p ro v e  a v a ry in g  d e g r e e  to w h ich  s o ­
c ia l e d u ca tio n a l system  a c h ie v e d  its e d u ca tio n a l ta s k s . T h is  ho­
w e v e r , is  not id en tica l with the d e g r e e  o f y o u t h 's  p rep a ra tion  
to life in s o c ie t y , b e c a u s e  s o c ie t y '1 s  fa r  m ore v a r ia b le  req u ire ­
m ents on ly  in sm all p ortion  o v e r la p  the m ore sta tic  and rigid 
e d u ca tio n a l pattern s. F rom  that point o f v ie w , th ere  is  n o  c o n ­
trad iction  in the statem ent h o ld in g  that life v a lu e s  o f the youth  
in q u e s tio n  harm on ize  fa r  m ore with rea l e x p e c ta t io n s  o f s o c ie t y  
than with id ea l requ irem en ts o f p e rso n a lity  pa ttern s. T o  resta te  
it, the e d u ca tio n  sy s tem  did a better  job  o f its adaptative  ta s k s  
than p r o s p e c t iv e  o n e . A n d  in a re la tiv e ly  w id er  ra n g e , it m ana­
g e d  to adapt a y o u n g  g en era tion  o f v illa g e  d w e lle rs  to the ru­
le s  and norm s o f s o c ia l  rea lity  rather than to p re p a re  it fo r  
a ctiv itie s  aim ed at prom oting c h a n g e s  b y  im planting the v a lu e s  
that on  a m a ss iv e  s o c ia l  s c a le  are  not y e t  im plem ented but in­
s te a d  d e c la r e d  d e s ira b le  fo r  e d u ca tio n a l patterns and  va lid  id e o ­
lo g y .

T h e r e  a re  at le a s t  a few  important r e a s o n s  fo r  this state 
o f a ffa irs .
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T h e  first is  p la c e d  within the s tru c tu re s  o f the e d u ca tion  
sy s te m . Its p a rticu la r  e lem en ts  -  ed u ca tio n a l institutions -  to a 
v a ry in g  d e g r e e  identify th e m s e lv e s  with d e c la r e d  aim s o f  s o c ia l  
e d u ca tio n  and in th eir  p r a c t ic a l p erfo rm a n ce  e x e c u te  mainly p a r ­
ticu lar  g o a ls  re fle c tin g  their ow n  id e o lo g ic a l, p o lit ica l, e co n o m ic  
o r  cu ltu ra l in te rests . Y o u t h 's  ex is ten tia l d e s ir e s  and a sp ira tion s  
a re  the resu lt o f th o s e  o v e r ly in g  institutional p articu lar -  a ref­
le c t io n  o f p e cu lia r  c o n s e n s u s  o f ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s e s  o f fam ily, 
sta te  and  ch u rch  orig in  a s  w e ll a s  s p o n ta n e o u s  e d u ca tion a l phe­
nom ena and p r o c e s s e s  s u c h  a s  m a ss  m edia im pact. T h u s , they 
t r a n s g r e s s  n on e  o f the fundam ental in te rests  o f an y  o r g a n iz e r s  
o f the ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s ,  w hile at the sam e time b e in g  an  exem ­
p lifica tion  o f tren d s  and  c o o p e ra t io n  ra n g e  fa v o r a b le  from the 
point o f v ie w  o f e a c h  partn er. S in c e  th is c o o p e ra t io n  a cco m p li­
s h e s  on ly  a part o f the d e s ig n s  o f the e d u ca tio n a l id ea l, n on e  
o f the ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s  c o o -o r g a n iz e r s  -  not e v e n  the state
-  a re  s e r io u s ly  in terested  in literal transp lant o f p ro c la im ed  idea l 
into rea lity . T h e  e f fe c ts  o f th is c o o p e ra t io n  -  am on g  o th ers  in 
the form  o f s p e c ia l ly  p re fe rre d  life v a lu e s  -  a ls o  partly c o r r e s ­
pon d  with m odel a ssu m p tion s . In the c a s e  o f the you th  u n d er  
stu d y  -  a s  w e  h a v e  r e a s o n  to b e lie v e  on  the b a s is  o f em p irica l 
m aterial -  m erits o f  w o rk s  and  au thentic s o c ia l  a ctiv ity  a re  ou t­
s id e  the e d u ca tio n a l c o u s e n s u s  s p h e r e , w h ich  h a s  b e e n  r e fle c ­
ted  in rural y ou th ’ s  v ie w s  on  quality o f life .

A ls o  m aterial con su m p tion  w a s  p la ce d  ou ts id e  the c o n s e n ­
s u s , th ou gh  it w a s  stron g ly  m an ifested  in y o u t h 's  ex is ten tia l d e ­
s ir e s  and a sp ira t io n s . S om e  ex is ten tia l v a lu e s  -  a s  em p irica l stu ­
d ie s  s h o w  -  a re  ass im ila ted  without p a rticipa tion  o f e d u ca tion a l 
institutions o r  e v e n  in o p p o s it io n  to th eir  o ffic ia l d e c la ra t io n s .
S u c h  a situation  ta k e s  p la ce  w hen  s o c ia l  en viron m en t d ra s tica l­
ly  d iffe rs  from  the e d u ca tio n a l en v ironm ent e s p e c ia l ly  in term s 
o f p re fe rra b le  and a w a rd a b le  life attitudes.

E d u ca tion a l en viron m en t is  sim ulative o n e , p rep a rin g  fo r  
life in the s o c ia l  en v iron m en t but itse lf u n ab le  to sa tis fy  an y  o f 
the in d iv id u a l 's  im portant life d e s ir e s . F o r  th is r e a s o n ,e d u c a t io n -  
that is  co n tra d ic to ry  to re a l life requ irem en ts o r  d o e s  not take
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them into a c c o u n t  b e c o m e s  p o in t le ss  and u n ca lle d  fo r , e v e n  d a ­
m aging, b e c a u s e  it h in d ers  the in d iv id u a l 's  adaptation  to  obligar- 
tory  ru le s  o f life  to w h ich  s o o n e r  o r  la ter  the ind ividual w ill ha­
v e  to adapt if h e  w is h e s  to m ateria lize  h is  ow n  v is io n  o f life 
and win s o c ia l  a c ce p ta t io n  fo r  h is ex is ten tia l p r o je c t s . In p ra c ­
t ic e , on ly  v e r y  ra re ly  d o  w e  e n co u n te r  total d is fu n ction  b etw een  
ed u ca tio n a l o b je c t iv e s  and s o c ia l  life d em a n d s. M u ch  m ore often  
w e  c o p e  with partial d is c r e p a n c ie s  in c lu d in g  on ly  som e  m ore o r  
l e s s  s ign ifica n t m atters in life . N e v e r th e le s s , th ey  a re  g e n e ra lly  
elim inated to suit the in d iv id u a l 's  in terest, w h ich  is  l e s s  re la ted  
to w hat e d u ca tio n  " s a y s "  o r  " d o e s  not s a y "  and  m ore to a d a p ­
tation to b in d in g  rea lity . C onsum ption ism  -  a s  an  important e x is ­
tentia l v a lu e  o f the rural y ou th  -  is  a c la s s i c  p ro d u ct  o f the me­
ch an ism  d e s c r ib e d . R ath er p o o r ly  e x p o s e d  in institutional e d u c a ­
tion  -  p e rh a p s  with the e x c e p t io n  o f fam ily e d u ca tio n , w h ich  to 
the g re a te s t  exten t a d h e r e s  to reality  -  con su m p tion ism  fin ds 
s tro n g  su p p ort from the attitudes o f you th . B e c a u s e  in com m on 
c o n s c io u s n e s s  and s o c ia l  h ie ra rch y  o f v a lu e s , m aterial sta n d in g  
is  an ex trem ely  im portant in d ica tor  o f s u c c e s s ,  an d  not in th eo ­
ry ( a s  e .g .  e d u ca tio n  o r  p r o fe s s io n a l a c co m p lis h m e n ts ) but in 
p r a c t ic e . It is  v e r ifia b le  b y  com p a rin g  life s ta n d a rd s  o f th o s e  w ho 
h a v e  not, o r  h a v e  little. S o c ia l  op in ion  o f th is kind h a s  n o  g e ­
n etic  g rou n d , naturally -  it h a s  b e e n  a cq u ire d  a s  a resu lt o f a 
certa in  com m unity o rg a n iza tion  th roughout c e n tu r ie s  o f c iv iliza t io n s  
d ev e lop m en t, and  to the p re s e n t  d a y  it is  s o lid ifie d  by  s o c i o e c o ­
nom ic p o licy , va lid  m orality, re lig io u s  d ic ta te s  and  a ls o  cu ltural­
ly  co n d it io n e d  m ethods to sa tis fy  n e e d s .

Let u s  a s k  then  -  if w e  had b e e n  a b le  to s e t  up  o b je c t iv e  
c o n d it io n s  iden tica lly  e n h a n c in g  the c re a tio n  o f o th er  life  attitudes, 
w ou ld  th ey  h a v e  b e e n  re fle c te d  in the e x is ten tia l d e s ir e s  and 
a sp ira t io n s  o f  the y o u n g  p e o p le  w e  exam in ed?

In sp ite  o f a p p e a r a n c e s , the a n s w e r  to that q u estion  is  not 
s im p le . In the light o f obta in ed  em p ir ica l m aterial and com p a ra ­
tive  s tu d ie s  the th e s is  sta tin g  d e c is iv e  in flu en ce  o f s o c ia l  re la ­
tion s  u p on  the d e s ira b le  and  m ateria lized  y o u t h 's  ex isten tia l v a ­
lu e s  and  p o s s ib ly  in d irect, su p p o rtiv e  but not d e c is iv e  in flu en -



145

c e  o f intentional e d u ca tio n  s e e m s  to ra ise  n o  su bstan tia l d ou b ts . 
H o w e v e r , th is is  not to s a y  that h arm on iou s fe e d b a c k  b etw een  
s o c ia l  and e d u ca tio n a l en v iron m en ts a lw a y s  form s s u c h  a type  
o f s o c ia l  p erson a lity  in w h ich  d e s ira b le  life  v a lu e s  a re  m anifes­
ted . A ls o ,  e v e n  d ra stic  d is fu n ction  o f s o c ia liz a t io n  en v iron m en ts, 
s o c ia l  and intentional, d o e s  not en tire ly  elim inate p o ss ib lity  to 
c re a te  life  attitudes o p p o s e d  to s o c ia l  reality  and  departin g  from 
com m only  re a liz e d  ex isten tia l stan d ard . M any con firm ation s o f 
th is sta te  o f  a ffa irs  a re  fou n d  in a ccu m u la ted  em p irica l m aterial 
in the form o f re la tive ly  few  you th  g rou  p's that h a v e  fundam en­
tally d ifferen t c o n c e p ts  o f  life quality than the m ajority o f  their 
p e e r s , in sp ite  o f sim ilar s o c ia l  con d ition s  in w h ich  th ey  g rew  
up  and w e re  b rou gh t up. T h e s e  p h enom ena  a re  -  in my b e lie f
-  not on ly  the resu lt o f ind iv idual c h a r a c te r  d if fe r e n c e s  and com ­
p lex ity  and u n iq u e n e s s  o f s o c ia l iz in g  stimuli d ifferen tly  a ffe ctin g  
d ifferen t in d iv idu a ls  but a ls o  the resu lt o f a kind o f cu ltu ra l rea ­
d in e s s  to a c c e p t  new  life m od e ls  and s ty le s  o f b e h a v io u r . Life 
m od e ls  and v a lu e s  in v io le n t  o p p o s it io n  to tradition , requ iring  
v io le n t  o r  fa r -re a ch in g  c h a n g e s  in m anner o f e x is t e n c e , to o  ra­
d ica lly  transform ing cu rren t m oral n orm s e v e n  u n d er  the s o  c a l­
led  optim al s o c ia liz a t io n  co n d it io n s  may b e  r e je c te d  o r  a c c e p te d  
but not m an ifested  in rea l life attitudes. H o w e v e r , w e  re la tive ly  
se ld om  e n co u n te r  s u c h  s itu a tion s , and th ey  did not co m e  out in 
the c a s e  o f the y o u n g  p e o p le  w e stu d ied . R ather, w e dealt with 
the o p p o s ite  p h en om en on , resu ltin g  from  the in flu en ce  o f frag ­
m ents o f the lo c a l  rural co m m u n ity 's  cu ltu ra l tradition , w h ich  
su rv iv e d  to the p re s e n t  d a y . T h e  tradition  in w h ich  w ork  and 
com m unity w e re  a ck n o w le d g e d  -  am on g o th ers  -  a s  a u tote lic  li­
fe  v a lu e s , is  certa in ly  the fa c to r  that in c r e a s e s  rura l y o u t h 's  
cu ltu ra l r e a d in e s s  to a c c e p t  sim ilar ex is ten tia l sa tis fa c t io n  mo­
d e ls  flow in g  from e d u ca t io n a l id ea l. T h e  fa c t  that the v a lu e s  did 
not s u r fa c e  s ign ifica n tly  in the youth '' s  life  orien ta tion s  is  anot­
h e r  p ro o f con firm ing the im portance and in c o n s is t e n c y  o f the s o ­
c ia liza tio n  p r o c e s s e s  that g o  on  in con tem p ora ry  e d u ca tion a l in­
stitu tions and s o c ie t y  a s  a w h o le .
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It fo llo w s  from  my d is c u s s io n  a b o v e  that the quality  o f life  
of the exam in ed  rural y ou th  is  prim arily the p ro d u ct  o f re a l c o n ­
d ition s and c h a n c e s  o f s o c ia l  life . T o  a m uch sm a ller  d e g r e e  it 
re fle c ts  the in flu en ce  o f ed u ca tio n a l institu tions, e s p e c ia l ly  the 
ra n g e  o f th eir  op era tion  re la ted  to prom otion  o f v a lu e s  and  p e r ­
son a lity  m od e ls  resu ltin g  m ainly from  n otion a l fou n d a tion s  and 
not con firm ed  b y  a rea l c o u r s e  o f s o c ia l  p h en om en a . T h u s , in 
e d u ca t io n  p r o c e s s e s ,  form ation  o f life  v a lu e s  fu lly  au tonom ic in 
reg a rd  to  e x is t in g  rea lity  is  not attained, and p a rticu la r  e d u c a ­
tiona l institutions c o o p e r a te  in p re se rv a tio n  rather than tra n s fo r ­
m ation o f s o c ia l ly  a c c e p te d  and re a liz e d  life p a ttern s .

In that c a s e ,  ca n  the e d u ca tio n  sy stem  form  an instrum ent 
e ffe c t iv e ly  tran sform in g  y o u t h 's  life  o r ien ta tion s?  In light o f what 
h a s  b e e n  s a id , a re  the h o p e s  to  g e n e ra te  "n e w  a w a r e n e s s "  o f  
y o u n g  rural inhabitants th rou gh  e d u ca tio n  w e ll-fo u n d e d ?  D o  a c ­
tion s  o f  that kind h a v e  an y  rational fou n d in g  in e x is t in g  s o c ia l  
n e e d s ?

It s e e m s , the a n s w e r  to the la st q u e stio n  is  the m ost e a s ily  
form ulated . W e find that a n s w e r  in e v e r y d a y  rea lity , in p r e s s ,  ra­
d io  and  T V  m e s s a g e s ,  in s c ie n t is ts  and  e x p e r ts  in cre a s in g ly  
p o in tin g  out d a n g e r o u s  tren d s  in m a n k in d 's  d ev e lop m en t and 
qüite tan g ib le  th rea ts  ^o c iv i l i z a t io n 's  e x is t e n c e . S u c h  an a n sw e r  
is  determ ined  b y  rapid  c h a n g e s  in the w a y  m ost g o o d s  a re  ma­
n u factu red  that a ffe c t  d ire ct ly  s o c ia l  life  o rg a n iza tion  and tra n s­
form  the co n d it io n s  and  p o s s ib ilit ie s  fo r  in d iv id u a l 's  d ev e lop m en t. 
Its b a s ic  p re m is e s  a re  finally  re la ted  to ou r  s o c io e c o n o m ic  c r is is ,  
s is ,t o  o v e r c o m e  w h ich  not on ly  c h a n g e s  in the country* s  e co n o m y  
a re  req u ired , but d e e p  réév a lu a tion  in s o c ia l  and indiv idual m ora­
lity is  fo rem ostly  vita l. T h e  ch a lle n g e  from  p re se n t  reality  may 
on ly  b e  tak en  b y  a man w h o  h a s  a ltered  h is thinking, m ore p r o -  
- s o c i a l  and  o p e n  to e v e ry th in g  that g o e s  on  a rou n d  him, putting 
up b e fo r e  h im self and  o th e rs  not s o  earth ly -m in ded  g o a ls  and 
ta s k s , a w a re  o f th rea ten in g  d a n g e rs  and  p e r s o n a l re sp on s ib ility

x

X x
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not on ly  fo r  h is  d e a r e s t  o n e s  but fo r  the en tire  com m unity am on g 
w h ich  h e  l iv e s .

H o w e v e r , w e  e n c o u n te r  m uch  m ore d ifficu lty  in a n sw e r in g  
tw o o th er  q u e s t io n s  in w h ich  the n e c e s s it y  fo r  reorien ta tion  o f 
hum an ex is ten tia l v a lu e s  is  re fe rre d  to e d u ca tio n a l institutions.

Let u s  first c o n s id e r  w h eth er on ly  s u c h  r e fe r e n c e s  a rc  
fu lly  su b sta n tia ted , thus s o lv in g  the q u e s tio n  w h eth er o r  not the­
re e x is t  p o s s ib i li t ie s  to ch a n g e  the y o u t h 's  sy s tem  o f  v a lu e s  
o u ts id e  the sy stem  o f e d u ca t io n a l institutions.

D id a ctic  s c i e n c e s  -  and  e s p e c ia l ly  s o c io l o g y  o f  e d u ca tio n
-  poin t to tw o b a s ic  w a y s  o f cu ltu ra l c o m p e te n c e  a cq u is itio n  
that is  a ls o  the a cq u is it io n  o f s o c ia l  v a lu e s  in d isp e n sa b le  fo r  
p r o p e r  p r o g r e s s  o f s o c ia l  life . T h is  p r o c e s s  m ay take an  u n re­
f le x iv e  and  u n p lann ed  c o u r s e .  In o r d e r  to a cq u ire  d e s ir e d  p e r ­
son a lity  fe a tu re s  it is  su ffic ien t to m erely  s ta y  in a s o c ia l  g rou p  
and  mimic the s e n io r s .  W e ca ll it s p o n ta n e o u s  s o c ia l  ed u ca tio n , 
b e c a u s e  its o b je c t iv e s , m ethods and  re su lts  a re  not p lan n ed  b e ­
fo re h a n d  and not com p le te ly  re a liz e d  b y  e d u c a to r s  and p u p ils .
T h e  o th er  m anner o f Cultural c o m p e te n ce  a cq u s it io n  is  b a s e d  on  
p lan n ed  and d e lib era te  a c t io n s  o f  ce rta in  ty p e s  o f  s o c ia l  insti­
tu tions -  s p e c ia l iz e d  in p a s s in g  defin ite  cu ltu ra l m od e ls  c o n s id e ­
red  fo r  d ifferen t r e a s o n s  im portant to e x is t e n c e  and  d ev e lop m en t 
o f com m unity -  w h ich  w e  ca ll  ed u ca tio n a l institu tions. T h e ir  a c ­
tivity -  d ire c te d  tow a rd s  u su a lly  p r e c is e ly  d e fin ed  g o a ls  -  is  s o ­
c ia lly  m an aged  and co n tro lle d .

In s o c ia l  life p r a c t ic e , both  e lem en ts  o f s o c ia l iz a t io n  p ro ­
c e s s e s  fu n ction  a lo n g s id e  e a c h  o th er  (o n ly  in e a r ly  prim itive 
s o c ie t ie s  th ere  w a s  e x c lu s iv e ly  s p o n ta n e o u s  s o c ia l  e d u ca t io n ) 
w h ich  d o e s  not m ean e q u a l d istribu tion  o f in flu e n ce . W e u su a lly  
d e a l h e re  with la c k  o f b a la n ce  e x p r e s s e d  with p red om in a n ce  o f 
o n e  type  o f a ccu ltu ra tion  and  d iv e rs ifica t io n  o f g o a ls  an d  m ethods 
p re fe rre d  in both  s o c ia liz a t io n  en v iron m en ts . A t the p r e s e n t  s ta g e  
o f  c iv iliza tion , h o w e v e r , th ere  is n o  p ra c t ica l p o ss ib ility  to re s ig n  
from  an y  o f them . S p o n ta n e o u s  e d u ca t io n  is  an  immanent part 
o f hum an s o c ia l  en viron m en t and its in flu en ce  g ro w s  out o f s o ­
c ia l  a ct iv it ie s  -  the b a ck g ro u n d  o f p e o p l e 's  s o c ia l  life . H istori­
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ca lly  la te r  intentional e d u ca t io n  m ak es  its a p p e a r a n c e  a lo n g s id e  
the p r o c e s s  o f com p lica tion  o f s o c ia l  s tru ctu res  and  is  in tended  
to r e p la c e  s p o n ta n e o u s  e d u ca tio n  that g ro w s  inefficien t a s  s o c ia l  
c h a n g e s  a c c e le r a t e . T h e  fu n ction s  it fu lfills h a v e , u n d er  the c ir ­
cu m s ta n c e s , v ita l s o c ia l  im portan ce . T h e y  s e r v e  d ev e lop m en t 
and  facilita te  not on ly  an  in d iv id u a l 's  p rep a ra tion  fo r  life  in rea ­
lity a s  h e  fin d s  it ( it is  the adaptative  fu n ction  o f e d u ca tio n  to 
w h ich  s p o n ta n e o u s  e d u ca tio n  is  lim ited) but a ls o  to transform  
h is  en vironm ent, w h ich  n o w a d a y s  b e c o m e s  the m ost in d isp e n sa b le  
con d ition  fo r  su rv iv a l an d  d eve lop m en t of s o c ia l  g ro u p s , s o c i e ­
t ie s , n a tion s  an d  e v e n  en tire  c iv iliza t io n s .

In the sam e con tex t, I think, w e sh ou ld  c o n s id e r  the q u e s ­
tion o f  c h a n g e s  in life attitudes and v a lu e s  o f you th . P ostu la ted  
tran sform ation s ca n n o t take p la c e  ou ts id e  intentional ed u ca tion  
institutions b e c a u s e  that w ou ld  b e  eq u a l to fu rther adaptation  
o f y o u th ^ s  life orien tation  to the reality  a s  th ey  fou n d  it, w h ich , 
fo r  r e a s o n s  I a lre a d y  m entioned  h e re , sh ou ld  not b e  p r e s e r v e d . 
T h is  ty p e  o f s p o n ta n e o u s  e d u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s  h a s  dom inated 
and dom inates the s o c ia liz a t io n  o f the y o u n g . S om e  e ffe c ts  o f 
the s ituation , with r e fe r e n c e  to y o u n g  cou n try  d w e lle rs , I tried 
to d eH cribe  in p r e c e d in g  fragm ents o f th is w ork . T h e r e fo r e , n e­
c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s  must b e  g e n e ra te d  by  intentional e d u ca tio n  in­
stitutions, and p e d a g o g y  -  I e n h a n ce  my re a s o n in g  with the on e  
o f Z . K w ie c in s k i^ s  th e s e s  d e liv e re d  du rin g  a sem in a r  o f the 
"T oru ri G ro u p " within R e s e a r c h  P r o je c t  IL4 -  b e c o m e s  u n d er 
s u c h  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  the m ost re lia b le  w arranty  o f o v e rco m in g  
the s o c ia l  c r is is ^ .

3 T h is  id ea  is  e la b o ra te d  b y  Z . K w ie c iń s k i in the w o rk s  
"E d u k a c ja  ja k o  podm iot,1 instrum ent i p rzed m iot r e g u la c ji s p o ­
łe c z n e j .  P r o p o z y c ja  b a d a ń  s k o o rd y n o w a n y ch "  and  "W ok ó ł idei
i s z a n s  e d u k a c ji h u m a n is ty czn e j” -  ty p e s c r ip ts  written within 
R e s e a r c h  P r o je c t  II.4-I a re  in S o c io lo g y  Institute L ibrary , N. C o­
p e rn icu s  U n ivers ity  o f T o ru ń .
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H o w e v e r , ca n  it b e  that p e d a g o g y  and that e d u ca tio n  that 
dom inated  and unfortunately  still dom inates o u r  s o c ia l  reality?

B oth  u rgent, dem an ds o f s o c ia l  life and s ta g e  o f y o u n g  
g e n e r a t io n 's  s o c ia l  a w a r e n e s s  (life  o r ien ta tion s o f  rural youth  
a re  sym ptom s o f p h en om en a  with fa r  b r o a d e r  r e a c h  and fa r  mo­
re s e r io u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  than the o n e s  that s u r fa c e d  in p re ­
s e n te d  em p ir ica l s tu d ie s )  ca ll  -  in my b e lie f  fo r  d e e p  re o r ie n ­
tation o f  a x io lo g ic a l  fou n d a tion s  o f  ed u ca tio n a l and rea l sy stem  
and not on ly  d e c la ra t iv e  o n e , and settin g  it in the s o c ia l is t ic  
hum anism  id e o lo g y .

S u c h  ré é v a lu a tio n s , I think, sh ou ld  in c lu d e  prim arily the 
s p h e r e  o f e d u ca tio n  ta rg e ts . T h e  poin t is , first o f  all, to m odify 
the s o  fa r  ex is t in g  cr iteria  o f m odern  man, w h o is  the aim o f 
e d u ca tin g  o p e ra tio n s ; to d e v e lo p  p re m ise s  en a b lin g  him to d e ter­
mine p e rso n a lity  fe a tu re s ; g iv in g  an  individual the co n fid e n c e  
that he w ill a c c o m p lis h  h is  ta sk s  both , in reg a rd  to h is  indivi­
d u a l d ev e lop m en t and  to o th er  p e o p le , s o c ie t y , nation  -  e v e n  
c iv iliza tion .

T h e  co m p le x  of ru le s  determ ining p r in c ip le s  fo r  the fu n c­
tion in g  o f e d u ca tio n a l institutions and  form s and  ran ge  o f their 
su b ord in a tion  to state and  s o c ie t y  a ls o  r e q u ire s  fundam ental 
c h a n g e s . T h e y  ca n n ot restr ic t  o r  b lo c k  the sy s tem  ca p a b ilit ie s  
but sh ou ld  su p p ort its a c t io n s  fo r  form ation o f  d e s ir e d  p e r s o n a ­
lity s tru ctu re s  and s o c ia l  c o n d it io n s .

T h e  rationa l s o lu tio n s  o f the fo llow in g  is s u e s  a re  o f s p e ­
c ia l  im portan ce  h ere ;

-  ed u ca tio n a l ega litarian ism ; e d u ca tion a l institutions sh ou ld  
b e  eq u a lly  a v a ila b le  and fu n ction a lly  uniform  and sh ou ld  cre a te  
e q u a l co n d it io n s  and op p ortu n ities  fo r  lifestart to m em bers o f all 
c la s s e s ,  la y e r s  and  s o c ia l  g ro u p s ;

-  hum anization  o f  ed u ca tio n ; tak in g  into a c c o u n t  indivi­
d u a l' s  g o o d  and dignity both  in the d im en sion  o f s o c ia liz a t io n  
g o a ls  and m ethods and its con ten t;

-  s o c ia liz a t io n  o f ed u ca tio n ; e d u ca tio n a l institutions sh ou ld  
s e r v e  a ll s o c ie t y  and im plement p r o g r e s s iv e  s o c ia l  id e a s  fo r  
the g o o d  o f the nation  and  its state;
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-  s e l fg o v e m in g  o f  ed u ca tio n : d e c id in g  on  ru le s  and  prin­
c ip le s  o f  e d u ca tio n  at the authority o f  m a jo r ity 's  will, with r e s ­
p e c t  to the p r in c ip le  o f the com m on g o o d ;

-  ed u ca tio n a l dynam ism : s y s t e m 's  ca p a b ility  to  in ternal 
tran sform ation s u n d er  the in flu en ce  o f  n ew ly  g e n e ra te d  s o c ia l  
d em a n d s it c o - c r e a t e s  itself;

-  w holism  and harm ony in e d u ca tio n : ability  to perm enent 
ed u ca tio n a l a c t io n s  u p on  all g e n e ra t io n s  and  a s s o c ia t in g  in teres  
o f com m unity with ind ividual d eve lop m en t.

F undam ental tran sform ation s  sh ou ld  b e  m ade in the cu rren tly  
v a lid  s o c ia liz a t io n  c o n c e p t io n  that -  g e n e ra lly  s p e a k in g  -  c o n ­
s is t s  in g row in g  into e x is t in g  cu ltura l v a lu e s  and  a ss im ila tion  o f 
v a lid  n orm s and b e h a v io r s . H ow ev er , u n d e r  the co n d it io n s  o f 
the n e c e s s it y  o f . rapid  s o c ia l  c h a n g e s , I think, m ore d e s ira b le  
w ou ld  b e  c o g n it iv e -s tru c tu re s -o r ie n te d  s o c ia l iz a t io n  co n s is t in g  
not s o  m uch in p rep a ra tion  fo r  certa in  s o c ia l  r o le s  but ra th er 
in a cq u ir in g  ce rta in  c o m p e te n c e s , m ore lib e ra l and  in d ep en den t 
u s e  o f r e c e iv e d  cu ltu ra l equ ipm ent in v a r io u s  life  s ituation s.
M any drifts o f s u c h  s o c ia liz a t io n  c o n c e p t  c o in c id e  with fo u n - 
d a tion s  o f co g n it iv e  p o lit ica l s o c ia liz a t io n  . T h is  c o in c id e n c e  
d e a ls  not on ly  with the com m on op in ion  a b ou t s o c ia liz a t io n  a s  
a p r o c e s s  sh a p in g  a s ty le  o f  th inking (n o t m erely  a cq u is ition  
o f k n o w le d g e ) o r  the n e c e s s it y  to p e r c e iv e  in d iv idua l d e v e lo p ­
ment in so c ia liz a t io n  p r o c e s s e s  a s  a  certa in  lo g ic  o f  form ing 
pu p ilv s  identity. A ls o  com m only  sh a re d  is  the h o p e  to a c h ie v e  
d e s ir a b le  so c ia liz a t io n  e f fe c t s  in the form  o f re la tive ly  au ton o­
m ic s o c ia l  p erson a lity  o f  a pupil w h o  -  a s  A . M. K a n iow sk i 
w rites  -  " ...if  he is  to d e v e lo p  fu lly h e  w ill b e  a b le  to think in 
g e n e r a l c a te g o r ie s  ( i .e . s o c ia l ,  sy s tem , state o r  c la s s  c a te g o ­
r ie s )  but will not th ou g h tle ss ly  identify with th o s e  g lo b a l va lu es 
and  will maintain the s e n s e  o f h is  ow n  individuality : he w ill d r i-

*

4
A . M. K a n iow sk i, E d u k a c ja  i s o c ja l iz a c ja  a  s p o s ó b  u -­

p ra w om ocn ien ia  ładu  s p o łe c z n e g o "  -  ty p e s c r ip t  written within 
R e s e a r c h  P r o je c t  11.4-1 is  in the S o c io lo g y  Institute L ibrary, 
N. C o p e r n ic u s  U n ivers ity  o f  T oru ń .
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v e  at a c c o r d  b e tw e e n  ind ividual and s o c ia l  p e r s p e c t iv e s "  , and 
im planting a certa in  m odel o f hum anistic attitude c o n s is t in g  in 
"...ab ility  to  treat o th e rs  a s  p a rtn ers  (a n d  not a s  o b je c t s  w h o 
a re  m ea n s to o n e 's  ow n  aim s o r  a s  e n e m ie s  w hom  on e  sh ou ld  
fight o r  su b ord in a te  to , an d  find with them the com m on g o o d "  . 
S o  fa r  p ostu la ted  c h a n g e s  a re  c o n n e c te d  mainly with transform a­
tion s  in s id e  e d u ca tio n a l institu tions, in the s p h e r e  o f intentional 
e d u ca tio n  -  prim arily , a s  w e  h a v e  sa id , r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  g e n e ra ­
ting  "n e w " e x is te n t ia l o r ien ta tion s  o f you th . T h is  d o e s  not m ean 
the la c k  o f in terest in the s p h e re  o f s p o n ta n e o u s  ed u ca tion , 
w h ich  in c a s e  o f d e fe c t  in intentional e d u ca tio n  autom atically  ta­
k e s  up  v a c a n t  p o s it io n s  and  h igh ly  e ffic ien tly  -  th is is  sh ow n  
b y  em p irica l m aterial c o lle c te d  fo r  the p u rp o s e  o f the p re se n t  
w ork  -  a d a p ts  y o u n g  g en era tion  to life within the found s o c ia l  
s tru ctu re s . S in c e  w e  h a v e  n o  p oss ib lility  o f  total elim ination o f 
natural e d u ca tio n  from  the s p h e r e  o f s o c ia liz a t io n  in flu e n ce s  -  
s u c h  elim ination w ou ld  b r in g  abou t un im aginable s o c ia l  dam age
-  a c t io n s  sh ou ld  b e  taken  to  in clu d e  it into p lan n ed  e d u ca tion a l 
a ct iv it ie s  thus e n fo r c in g  the sy s tem  o f intentional e d u ca tio n . T h is  
c a lls  fo r  fa r  r e a ch in g  c o o p e r a t io n  b e tw e e n  e d u ca tio n a l institu­
tion s  and  state  that w hile regu lating  s o c ia l  life p r o c e s s e s  sh ou ld  
a ls o  c a r e  fo r  ed u ca tio n a l id e a ls  to find p o s s ib ly  full con firm a­
tion in a c o n c r e te  p o lit ica l, e c o n o m ic , cu ltura l e tc . rea lity . T h e  
n e c e s s it y  fo r  str ict c o o p e r a t io n  b e tw een  state and  all oth er in­
stitu tions r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  s o c ia liz a t io n  o f the y o u n g  g en era tion  
is  not a  p articu larly  rev e la t ion a l and n o v e l p ostu la te , though  
u nfortunately  d e form ed  in da ily  e d u ca tio n a l p r a c t ic e . It re su lts  
from  the s o c ia l  nature o f any e d u ca tio n  w h ich  s ta tes  that ce rta ­
in s o c ia liz a t io n  o b je c t iv e s  m ay b e  ob ta in ed  s o o n e r  w hen  their 
rea liza tion  is  s e t  in s o c ia l  s tru c tu re s  su p p ortin g  intentional edu ­
ca tion .

In ed u ca tio n a l re form s -  I h a v e  tried  to e x p r e s s  my v ie w s  
on  th is s u b je c t  h e re  -  it is  not a d v is a b le  to le a v e  out v a lu e s

5
Ibid., p . 15 .

^ Ibid., p . 164

5
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and attitudes p resen tly  p redom inating  y ou th v s  ex is ten tia l o r ien ­
ta tion s . T a k in g  th is type  o f k n ow led g e  into co n s id e ra t io n  on  the 
o n e  hand s a fe g u a rd s  re fo rm ers  a g a in st id ea liza tion  o f new ly 
co n s tru cte d  s o c ia liz a t io n  s tru ctu res  (e s p e c ia l ly  in the a re a  o f 
e d u ca tion a l o b je c t iv e s )  and  on  the oth er hand fa c ilita tes  their 
adaptation  to th o s e  whom  th ey  are  to s e r v e .

T h e  y o u n g  g e n e ra tio n '1 s  ex is ten tia l o r ien ta tion s  may in 
th is r e s p e c t  y ie ld  in terestin g  p re m ise s  fo r  th e o re t ica l and p r a c ­
tica l s te p s  to co n s tru c t  a n ew  m odel o f e d u ca t io n  that ta k e s  in­
to a c c o u n t  p re se n t in te rests  and p e r s p e c t iv e  a sp ira t ion s  o f you th  
and  e n a b le s  p rep a ra tion  o f the y o u n g  g en era tion  to s o lv e  diffi­
cu lt p rob lem s brou ght with the d eve lop m en t o f c iv iliza tion  not 
on ly  o f P o la n d .


