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I n t r o d u c t i o n

A t le a s t  s in c e  the m id- '7 0 s ,  e d u ca tio n  in P o la n d  h a s  ex h i
b ited  a num ber o f s ig n s  o f a th e o re tica l sh ift -  ch a n g e  o f p a ra 
digm . A s  u su a l in s u c h  m om ents in s c ie n c e ,  th is p r o c e e d s  with 
r e s is ta n c e  from  a d v o c a te s  o f traditional th inking in ed u ca tion ; 
and with institutional b a r ie r s  and  s e r io u s  d ifficu lties  in im plem en
ting the a ltern ative  p e r c e iv e d  b y  a d v o c a te s  o f "re n e w a l"  w h o  a re  
still com in g  up a g a in st the c r is is  o f s o c ia l  co n te x t  in e d u ca tio n . 
T h e  p u rp o s e  o f th is p a p e r  is  to d e v e lo p  th is th e s is  b y  pointing 
out th o s e  e lem en ts  that a re  illustrative o f its d ia g n o s t ic  p ortion  
and th o s e  that a re  a link, in the a u t h o r 's  v ie w , to the em erg in g  
a ltern ative . It sh ou ld  b e  e m p h a s iz e d  th a t-aga in , a s  u su a l in 
s c ie n ce '* ' -  the n e e d  to d e v e lo p  a n ew  a p p r o a c h  in th eory  is 
r e c o g n iz e d  on ly  b y  som e  au th ors  an d  th is in a ra n ge  and di
re c t io n  that ca n  hard ly  b e  re g a rd e d  a s  fu lly  c o n s is te n t . H ow e
v e r , it is  my b e lie f  that the n e c e s s a r i ly  in com p lete  and  co n tro 
v e r s ia l  c o n c e p t  s ig n a lle d  in the p re se n t  text r e fle c ts  partly, at 
le a s t , the in te llectu a l clim ate and th e o re t ica l form ation  that fo r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  n ow  h a v e  b e e n  m aturing an d  d e v e lo p in g  in the 
s o - c a l le d  "T o r u ń  g ro u p " o f s o c io lo g y  o f e d u ca t io n , c o o rd in a te d  _

I am m aking a r e fe r e n c e  to "p a ra d ig m a tic" im age o f 
s c ie n c e  form ulated  b y  T . K uhn  ( c f .  h is  T h e  S tru ctu re  o f S c ie n 
tific  re v o lu tio n s , C h ic a g o  1962  ) m odified  b y  a ssu m p tion  o f  sim ul
ta n e o u s  p r e s e n c e  in s c ie n c e  o f v a r io u s  p a ra d igm s and their 
c la s h e s .
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b y  its fou n d er , Z .  K w ie c iń s k i . U nable h e re  to g iv e  a co m p re 
h e n s iv e  o v e r v ie w  o f  d iv e rs ifie d  motifs the g ro u p  is  w ork in g  on ,
I r e fe r  r e a d e r s  to its p u b lica t ion s .

S o u r c e s  o f  c r i s i s  i n  p e d a g o g y
i n  P o l a n d

Let u s  first n ote  that p e rh a p s  the m ost r e ce n t  and  s p e c ta 
c u la r  m an ifestation  o f  the sh ift re fe rre d  to  a b o v e  -  o r  ju st m ere 
a ck n o w le d g e m e n t o f  its n e c e s s it y  -  w h ere  tran sform ation  o f  edu 
ca tio n a l th e o ry  an d  p r a c t ic e  w a s  ex p lic itly  p ostu la ted  -  to o k  pla
c e  at the la test in the sym p osiu m  s e r ie s  at Jabłon n a  o r g a n i-

3
z e d  in N ov em b er  1 9 8 4  b y  B o g d a n  S u c h o d o ls k i , w h o  is  u su a lly  
v ie w e d  a s  a " c l a s s i c "  o f the e s ta b lis h e d  varian t o f  hum anistic 
e d u ca t io n  th e o ry . S e n s it iv e  to n ew  th e o re tica l co n te x ts  and  aw a
re o f  y e a r s  o f in te llectu a l m ovem ent -  partly e v o k e d  b y  h is in i-

4tia tiv es  -  in sp ired  freq u en tly  b y  p re m is e s  o th e rs  than h is  ow n ,
B . S u c h o d o ls k i w e lco m e d  that n e e d  fo r  c h a n g e , w h ich  h a s  b e c o 
me a p p a ren t p e r h a p s  not s o  m uch from  the state o f  th eory  a s  
from  the s e n s e  o f its sp lit from  rea lity .

2 P r o fe s s o r  Z .  K w ie c iń s k i h a s  b e e n  the h e a d  o f R e s e a r c h  
S tation , Institute o f  R ura l and  A gr icu ltu ra l D eve lop m en t, P o lis h  
A ca d e m y  o f  S c i e n c e s  in T o ru ń , and  the au th or o f  "n e w  in te lle c
tual form ation " in e d u ca t io n a l a re a  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  co n d u ct in g  
in te rd isc ip lin a ry  n ation a l sem in a r in ten ded  to d e v e lo p  and inte
grate  "c r it ic a l"  cu rren t o f  s tu d ie s  on  e d u ca t io n  in P o la n d  an d  to 
s e a r c h  fo r  p rogram  a lte rn a tiv es  in n ew  th e o re t ica l c o n te x ts . Cf. 
a ls o  h is  K o n ie c z n o ś ć  -  n a d z ie ja  -  n ie p o k ó j. P rob lem y  ośw ia ty  
w  la ta ch  7 0 -ty ch , W a rsza w a  1 9 8 2 . S e e  a ls o  N. C o p e r n ic u s  U ni
v e r s ity  i s s u e s  o f r e s e a r c h  bu lle tin s " S o c jo lo g ia  W y ch ow a n ia " 
e s p e c ia l ly  N o s  IV, V, VI.

3
C o n fe r e n c e  o f Com m ittee fo r  R e s e a r c h  and  P r o g n o s is  

"P o ls k a  2 0 0 0 " , P o lis h  A ca d e m y  o f S c ie n c e s ,  on  "A lternatyw na 
p e d a g o g ik a  h u m a n isty czn a " (A ltern a tiv e  hum anistic p e d a g o g y  X

4 E s p e c ia lly  the s e r ie s  o f c o n fe r e n c e s  at J a b łon n a , e .g . 
in 197 5  -  P o lis h  cu ltu re  an d  the s o c ia l is t  sy s tem  o f v a lu e s ; 
M od e l o f  e d u ca te d  P o le ,  S tra te g ie s  o f life ; 1975  -  E d u ca tin g  s o  -  
c ie ty . R ea lity  and p e r s p e c t iv e s ; 1981  -  T e a c h e r  and  you th .
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It sh o u ld  b e  rem em bered  that th is c h a n g e  m atured at a
time w h en  the "e d u ca t io n a l c r is is  in P o la n d  b e ca m e  a p p a ren t" , 
in sp ite  o f  the institutional o b s tru ction  in the '7 0 s  to r e s e a r c h e s  
u n c o v e r in g  n ew  co n tra d ic t io n s  in and  th rea ts  to e d u ca tio n . A part 
from  com m on  s e n s e  e x p e r ie n c e  identify ing the institutional and 
program  c r is i s  in e d u ca tio n , and  d e sp ite  attem pts "to  c o n c e a l  
the c r is is  beh in d  so lem n  p ro p a g a n d a  h a rd -s e ll in g  the o ffic ia lly  
instituted reform "*3, w h ich  w a s  d ro p p e d  a lto g e th e r  a n y w a y , a s ig r  
n ificant ro le  in d en u d in g  the in su ffic ie n cy  o f the trad ition a l mo
d e l o f p e d a g o g ic  autonom y and hum anistic a b s tra c t io n  w a s  p la
y e d  b y  s o c io l o g ic a l  r e s e a r c h  b oth  in g e n e r a l re fle c t io n  an d  in 
fragm entary  s tu d ie s  on  the s o c ia l  sy stem , e s p e c ia l ly  in rural 

7
and you th  s o c io lo g y  . It is  su ffic ien t to exa m in e  the c h a ra c te r  
an d  clim ate o f d is c u s s io n , w h ich  to o k  p la c e  at B . S u c h o d o l
sk i ' s  1 9 7 9  c o n fe r e n c e  on  rea lity  and  p r o s p e c t s  o f  e d u ca tin g  
s o c ie t y  u n d e r  P o lis h  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , to find out that n ew  c o n 
tra d ic tion s  within the p o w e r -s y s te m , institutions and  s o c ia l  e n v i
ronm ent, (n o t  c o n fin e d  o n ly  to e d u c a t io n ) , w e r e  d is c e r n e d  at

g
the en d  o f the '7 0 s  b y  s e v e r a l  s c h o la r s  "w ith a sh a rp  f o c u s "  . 
T h e  g re a t  s o c ia l  u p h e a v a l that ca m e  in A u g u s t  1980  an d  c o n 
tinued  fo r  som e  m onths w a s  on ly  a m anifestation  and  c o r o n a 
tion o f c la im s and  p o s tu la te s  fo r  c h a n g e . With the p e r c e p t io n  
o f "a larm in g  te n s io n "  b e tw e e n  s o c ie t y  a s  it e x is te d  an d  a s  w a s  
w ish e d  fo r  a s  e a r ly  a s  1979 , it w a s  in d ica ted  that "tota l ch a n g e  
o f  the e d u ca tio n  sy stem  and p r a c t ic e  w a s  in d isp en sa b le "®  B . S u 
c h o d o ls k i had  b y  th en  a lre a d y  n oted  "a  ra d ica l transform ation  
o f  la n g u a g e  that took  p la c e  in the d e s c r ip t io n  o f  and  rea c tio n  

______
C f. R . Ł u k a s z e w ic z , C z y  k r y z y s  zam iast re form y, AU N C, 

S o c jo lo g ia  w y ch o w a n ia  IV, T o ru ń  1 9 8 2 , p . 1 2 0 .
6 Ibid.
7

Cf. Z . K w ie c iń s k i, o p . c it ., o r  J. B a lc e r e k , D ziesięciole1>- 
nia s z k o ła  o g ó ln o k s z t a łc ą c a  a s p o łe c z n o -g o s p o d a r c z y  ro z w ó j 
k ra ju , ty p e sc r ip t , S G -P iS , W a rsza w a  1 9 8 0 .

Q
C f. Z . K w ie c iń s k i, O s p r z e c z n o ś c ia c h  i z a g r o ż e n ia c h  

s p o łe c z e ń s tw a  w y c h o w u ją c e g o , /in :/ S p o łe c z e ń s tw o  w y ch o w u ją 
c e . . . . ,  pp . 2 9 7 -3 1 1 .

^ C f. L W ojn ar, O m ów ienie d y sk u s ji, /in :/ S p o łe c z e ń s tw o  
w y c h o w u ją c e .. . ,  p. 2 9.

5
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to rea lity " . F o r  the e m e rg in g  a lternative  to hum anistic p e d a -  
g o g y , e s p e c ia l ly  im portant w e re  the s tu d ie s  re v e a lin g  and cr i
t ic iz in g  "h um anistic re fle c t io n  op era tin g  with the fiction  o f a c o in -

11c id e n c e  o f  the r e a l w orld  an d  the d e s ir e d  o n e "  • I a ls o  re g a rd  
a s  an  im portant elem ent o f the n ew  a lternative  the attempt to e la 
b o ra te  an d  im plem ent an  in tegrated  and  v e rs a t ile  r e s e a r c h  p ro
gram  b o r d e r in g  on  s o c io lo g y  an d  cr it ica l s o c ia l  p h ilo so p h y  b y
Z . K w ie c iń s k i, w h e re  he in d ica te s  the n e e d  fo r  p e d a g o g y  to take

12note  o f "q u e s t io n s  o f a n ew  g e n e ra tio n "  and to a d op t n ew  th e
o r e t ic a l co n te x t  in c lu d in g  -  a n ove lty  in e d u ca t io n a l th e o r ie s  on  
the E u ro p e a n  s c e n e  -  re in terpretation  o f e d u ca tio n  th rou gh  ap
p ly ing  v a r io u s  th re a d s  from  p h ilo so p h y , s o c io l o g y  and p s y c h o -

13lo g y  in tegrated  b y  Jürgen  H a b erm a s ' c o n c e p t s  . F o r  the s a k e  
o f c o m p a r iso n , s u ffic e  it to  s a y  that s u c h  r e s e a r c h  h a s  not s o  
fa r  b e e n  u n d erta k en , e .g . in Italy w h ere , a s  co m p a re d  with P o 
lan d , the in flu e n ce  o f " c r it ic a l th e o ry "  and e s p e c ia l ly  J. H a b e r -

14m a s 's  v a ria n t is  b y  fa r  the g re a te r

10 C f. B . S u c h o d o ls k i , Z a m k n ięc ie  k o n fe re n c ji /in :/ S p o łe 
c z e ń s tw o  w y c h o w u ją c e , pp . 4 3 1 -4 3 2 .

11 Cf. J. S tr z e le c k i : U w agi o  stan ie  i s ta tu sie  sym b oli na
c z e ln y c h  s p o łe c z e ń s tw a  w y c h o w u ją c e g o " , /in :/ S p o łe c z e ń s tw o  
w y c h o w u ją c e .. . ,  p .. 1 9 -2 8 ; P ro jek tow a n ia : h istoria  ja k o  w c ie le n ie  
w a r to ś c i, O dra 1 9 8 2 , N o II, pp . 1 3 -1 7 ; S o c ja liz m  m odel l i r y c z n y , 
O dra 1 9 8 2 , N o 1 -8 , pp . 2 3 -2 7 ; P r o p o z y c je  ję z y k a  l ir y c z n e g o . 
M od e l s o c ja liz m , T e k s ty  1 9 8 1 , N o 1, pp . 3 1 -5 4 .

12 C f. Z . K w ie c iń s k i, E d u k a c ja  d e m o k ra ty czn a  i hum anis
ty cz n a  ja k o  ru ch  i d z ie ło  s p o łe c z n e .  P o m ię d z y  s ierp n iem  a gru d 
niem , A U N C , S o c jo lo g ia  w y ch o w a n ia  IV, T o ru ń  1 9 8 2 , pp . 1 2 1 -1 4 8 ; 
a ls o  b y  the sam e author: E d u k a c ja  jak o  podm iot, instrum ent i 
p rzed m iot sa m o re g u la c ji  s p o łe c z n e j .  P r o p o z y c ja  b a d a ń  s k o o r d y 
n o w a n y ch  ( t y p e s c r ip t ) .

13 Its c o n s e q u e n c e  a re  w o rk s : A . M. K a n io w sk i, S o c ja l i 
z a c ja  je d n o stk i a r o z w ó j s p o łe c z n y  w  teor ii k ry ty cz n e j J. H a- 
b e rm a sa , and  L. W itkow sk i, E d u k a c ja  p r z e z  pryzm at teorii s p o 
łe c z n e j  J. H a b erm a sa , A U N C , S o c jo lo g ia  W y ch o w a n ia  V, T o ru ń  
1 9 8 4 , I e la b o ra te  further on  the s u b je c t  in the w ork : E d u k a c ja  
d la n ow ej form acji, A U N C , S o c jo lo g ia  W y ch ow a n ia  VI, T oru ń  
1986 .

14 O ne p o s s ib le  ex p la n a tion  co u ld  b e  that th o s e  in terested  
in H aberm as d o  not rea d  him from  th eory  o f e d u ca tio n  stan d 
point an d  p e d a g o g is ts  and  s o c io lo g is t s  o f e d u ca tio n  in Italy not 
b e in g  a cq u a in te d  with H aberm as re fe r  to "traditional" th e o re tica l 
co n te x ts .
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F in a lly , on e  o f the r e a s o n s  fo r  the d isor ien ta tion  and  ina
d e q u a c y  o f a s ig n ifica n t part o f p e d a g o g ic  w riting in P o la n d  in 
the '7 0 s  w a s  that th ere  w e re  m any attem pts b y  v a r io u s  au th ors  
at s o c io l o g ic a l  d ia g n o s is  o f  e d u c a t io n 's  s o c ia l  co n te x t , "n o n e  o f
w h ich  s u c c e e d e d  in m aking the c o u r s e  from  m an u scrip t to p u b li-

15ca tio n "  . A s  on e  o f the le a d in g  a u th ors  s a id , du rin g  that p e 
r iod  " r e s e a r c h  (a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  p u b lica tion  o f  r e s u lts )  fa c e d  
s u c h  in cre d ib le  o b s t a c le s  that th ey  b o r d e r e d  on  often  b e in g  
true ta b o s  / . . . /  re d  ligh ts  fla sh in g  to a ll la n e s  o f b a s ic  r e s e a r c h  
d e a lin g  with ed u ca tio n a l fa ilu res  o f the ed u ca tin g  s o c ie t y  
T h e  rela tion  b e tw e e n  that con d ition  and  the a ctu a l state o f  p e 
d a g o g y  may b e  d e s c r ib e d  b y  s a y in g  that w ithout s o c io lo g y  o f 
ed u ca tio n  p e d a g o g y  is  b lin d , b e c a u s e  it b e c o m e s  u n ab le  to per
c e iv e  the reality  tow ard  w h ich  it a d d r e s s e s  its activ ity  and b e 
c o m e s  in stead  an  e x p r e s s io n  o f " fa ls e  a w a r e n e s s "  in ca p a b le  of 
s e r v in g  the id e a s  and  id e a ls  that it a b s tra c t ly  r e g a rd s  a s  its 
ow n . T h is  c r is is  o f  p e d a g o g y  w a s  further a g g ra v a te d  b y  o b s tru c 
ting its c r it ica l d ia g n o s is  in con fron ta tion  o f  aim s and ta s k s  
with p o s s ib ilit ie s  and  c o n d it io n s  fo r  their a ch iev em en t. T h is  w a s  
a ls o  sym ptom atic o f  the c r is i s  in the entire  s o c ia l  m a cros tru c 
ture, w h ich  w a s  dram atica lly  m an ifested  w h en  the b lo c k a d e  w a s 
d e s tr o y e d  fo llow in g  the e v e n ts  o f A u g u st 1 9 8 0 . T h is  s o c ia l  u p h e -
v a l to g e th e r  with a n um ber o f  im portant m ateria ls that w e re  p u b li-

17s h e d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  in 1983  and  la ter  ,r e v e a le d  a p a r a d o x ic a l s i
tuation w h e re b y  the c r is i s  o f the th eory  o f hum anistic ed u ca tion  
co u ld  b e  o v e r c o m e  at the e x p e n s e  o f this th eory  h a v in g  b e e n  
s u p e r c e d e d  b y  its a ltern ative . T hat g o a l s e e m s  to b e  the o rd e r  
o f the day  in P o la n d . T h e  q u e stio n  rem ains, h o w e v e r  h ow  to 
a c c o m p lis h  it?

15 Cf. M. K o z a k ie w ic z , G -losy d o  tematu "S y tu a c ja  m łod zie 
ży  w  s p o łe c z e ń s tw ie  w y ch o w u ją cy m ", /in :/ S p o łe c z e ń s tw o  w y ch o 
w u ją ce , p . 38 9.

- 6 Ibid., pp . 3 9 2 -3 9 3 .
17 S u ch  a s  m ateria ls from  B . S u c h o d o ls k i ’ s  c o n fe r e n c e  

S p o łe c z e ń s tw o  w y c h o w u ją c e , o r  w ork  b y  Z . K w ie c iń s k i, K o n ie c z 
n o ś ć  -  .n iepok ó j -  n a d z ie ja .
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S o m e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  d i r e c t i v e s

I am tem pted to form ulate a few  th e s e s  (th ou g h  fo r  tech n i
c a l r e a s o n s  w ithout su b sta n tia l e la b o ra t io n ) that lie  o r  sh ou ld  
lie , in my op in ion , at the fou n dation  o f a th e o re t ica l a p p ro a ch  
e n v isa g in g  "a b o lit ion " o f the traditional paradigm  in p e d a g o g y .
It is  not a c o in c id e n c e  that the cr it ica l s o c io l o g ic a l  co n te x t c o 
m es to the fo re g ro u n d  o f th is v e r s io n  o f the th eory .

T o  b eg in  with, it s e e m s  that the con d ition  fo r  cog n it iv e ly  
v a lu a b le  and p ra c tica lly  s ign ifican t d ev e lop m en t o f  ed u ca tion a l 
th eory  and p ra c t ic e  is  to d e v is e  instrum ents fo r  c r i t i 
q u e  that g o  b e y o n d  d e c la r e d  a b s tra c t  v a lu e s , id e a ls  and aim s, 
and  or ien ted  rather to  a ctu a l fu n ction s  ca r r ie d  out in co n tra d i- 
tion to  intentions oftentim es w ra p p ed  up in hum anistic p h r a s e o 
lo g y , th ou gh  th e s e  fu n ction s  a re  n e v e r th e le s s  p e rce p tib le  in com 
mon e x p e r ie n c e  a s  an  e ffe c t  o f the dom ination  o f n o n -e d u ca t io n a l 
institutions and m ech a n ism s in the "e d u ca t io n  m elting pot". T h is  
critiqu e sh ou ld  b e  a p p lica b le  in c o n c r e te  h is to r ica l term s to c o n 
d ition s o f the s o c ia l  e d u ca tio n a l fo re g o u n d  with r e fe r e n c e  to the 
kind an d  nature o f e x p e r ie n c e s ,  e .g . "h is to r ica l turning p o in ts" 
that con stitu te  "com m on  a w a r e n e s s "  o f  the s u b je c ts  o f ed u ca tio n , 
that is , c o n s e c u t iv e  y o u n g  g e n e ra tio n s  w h o s e  s o c ia l ly  co n d it io n e d  
attitudes to e d u ca tio n  a re  not irre levan t to e d u ca tio n a l re su lts .

P e d a g o g y  is  thus in n e e d  o f a n ew  th e o re tica l la n g u a g e
-  c a te g o r ie s  and n otion s  perm itting an  ex it from  com m on s e n s e  
affirm ation o f its ow n  in tentions, h e lp le s s  with re g a rd  to reality  
du e to a b s e n c e  o f a w a r e n e s s  o f the p rob lem a tic  nature o f its 
ow n p re m ise s  and a x iom s and the p erp lex ity  o f the w orld  it 
w ants to s e r v e .  T h e r e  is  a ls o  the n e e d  fo r  a n ew  p e r s p e c t iv e  
in th e o re tica l a n a ly s is  that will b re a k  th rou gh  its a n a ch ro n is t ic  
(b e c a u s e  o f the im portance and  difficulty p o s e d  b y  the ch a lle n g e  
o f p re s e n t  t a s k s )  d is c ip lin a ry  d iv is ion  se p a ra tin g  com p eten t s p h e 
r e s  of p e d a g o g is ts , s o c io lo g is t s ,  p h ilo s o p h e r s , an d  p o litica l s c ie n 
tists . S u c h  a p e r s p e c t iv e  may b e  ob ta in ed  with a ra d ica l " e p is t e -  
m o lo g ica l break"^ -® .theneed  fo r  w h ich  (a s  an elem ent o f cog n itiv e

1 ft G-. B a ch e la rd ’ s  know n  idea  -  c f . L. W itkow ski, E d u k a - 
c ja  d la  n ow e j form acji.
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p r o g r e s s )  is  m an ifested  b y  d isab ility  to  h a rm on ize  a ll hum anis
tica lly  s e lf -d e c la r in g  a p p r o a c h e s , an d  w h ich  p o in ts  to  the n e c e s 
sity  o f  settin g  up within the e d u ca tio n a l s p h e r e  a n ew  an d  in
s titu tion a lized  "in te lle ctu a l form ation ". T h e  e s s e n c e  o f  th is for
m ation is  d is a p p ro v a l o f  " id e o lo g ic a l ly  fr o z e n  re la tion s  o f s u b -

19ord in a tion " b y  w a y s  o f  e d u ca t io n , a n d  prom otion  and  leg itim iza -
tion  o f the v is io n  w h e re b y  "the point is  to  transform  the w o r ld "20 .

P e d a g o g y  a ls o  n e e d s  an  a d e q u a te  d ia g n o s is  o f  the rea lity
in w h ich  it o p e r a te s , an d  n ot on ly  in the g lo b a l d im en sion  o f
the en tire  c iv i l i z a t io n 's  e x p e r ie n c e  but, p e rh a p h s  prim arily, at
the le v e l  o f  "defin ition  o f the s ituation " s h a re d  b y  e d u ca tion a l
s u b je c t s  s o  that " fa ls e  a w a r e n e s s "  p ra is in g  a lle g e d  s o c ia l  "w e l-

21fa re "  v ia  o ff ic ia l c h a n n e ls  o f s o c ia l iz in g  institutions w ou ld  not 
c o ll id e  with a n  a p p r o a c h  q u e stio n in g  th e  leg itim acy  o f s u c h  intep- 
pretatitve ru le s . T h is  n ew  a p p r o a c h  to  e d u ca tio n  must c o n s is t  
in b u ild in g  c o m p e te n c e  fo r  iden tification  and  elim ination  o f "the 
rea l e v il "  that h a s  b e c o m e  an  in a lien ab le  com p on en t o f c o n s c io 
u s n e s s  o f  m any s o c ia l  c i r c l e s ,  e .g .  fam ily a s  co n fro n te d  with 
the s c h o o l  e x e r c is in g  rea l in flu e n ce  o n  the fina l resu lt o f  v a 
r io u s  ed u ca tio n a l p r o c e s s e s ,  w h ich  w ou ld  ev en tu a lly  try  to  d e 
c r e e  th e  h e r e -a n d -n o w  v is io n  o f the w or ld , d is r e s p e c t in g  c o n 
s e q u e n c e s  o f  s u c h  e x p e r ie n c e s .  In p a rticu la r , it is  a p p a ren t that 
the p rob lem  o f  leg itim a cy  o f  e d u ca tio n a l ru le s  an d  p ra c t ic e  may 
b e  p ro p e r ly  a rticu la ted  o n ly  ou ts id e  the traditional con tex t o f  
p e d a g o g y .

In sum , it s e e m s  that on  the th ree  p la n e s : la n g u a g e , th eory , 
a n d  defin ition  o f  rea lity  ( d ia g n o s is  o f  the r e fe r e n c e  c o n te x t ) w e

19 I am u s in g  H aberm as'" s  ow n  w o r d s , c f. h is  C om m unica
tion  an d  ev o lu tion  o f  s o c ie t y ,  B o s to n  1979 .

20 C f. K . M arx  la s t  th e s is  c o n c e r n in g  F e u a rb a ch .
21 A llu s io n  to  P la to n ic  v is io n  o f reality  o f w orld  built har

m on iou s ly  arou n d  the id e a  o f  the g o o d ,  c f. P la ton , T h e  State 
B o o k  VIII.
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c a n  re c o n s tr u c t  a p rob lem  fie ld  o f a ltern ative  m eth od o log ica l
p re m ise s  y ie ld in g  hum anistic c o n c e p t io n s  w h ich  a re  "d ifferen t

22in ev ery th in g " that is  im portant, w h ich  w ill m isun derstan d  e a c h  
o th er  and  e v e n  fight on e  a n oth er, d is c e r n in g  ra d ica lly  d ifferin g  
th e o re tica l and  p ra c t ica l c o n s e q u e n c e s  fo r  in d iv id u a ls  and  the 
s o c ie t y  a s  a w h ole  and fo r  its v a r io u s  institu tions and  g r o u p s .

O n t o l o g y  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  w i t h i n  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h e o r y  o f  e d u 

c a t i o n

W e w ish  to e m p h a s iz e , a s  c r u c ia l  fo r  ou r  p e r s p e c t iv e , 
that the fundam ental c o n t r o v e r s y  within v a r io u s  "h u m an istica lly " 
d e c la r e d  e d u ca tio n a l c o n c e p t s  must naturally  c o n c e r n  on to lo g y  
o f the s o c ie ty , p resu m ed  to b e  the b a s is  fo r  con ctru ctin g  a c o 
h erent sy s tem  o f  g o a ls  and  id e a ls  in e d u ca tio n . A t that le v e l  
the is s u e  o f the p re fe re d  and  im plem ented m odel o f ind iv idual 
and  s o c ia l  b e h a v io r  a s  w e ll a s  o f their institutional adm issib ility  
is  r e s o lv e d . T h is  c o n t r o v e r s y  must b e  e x p r e s s e d  prim arily in 
reg a rd  to the th e o re tica l sta tu s  o f s u c h  c a te g o r ie s  a s  " c h a n g e "  
and "co n fl ic t" . T h e r e  a lre a d y  e x is t s  a w h o le  p e d a g o g ic  tradition  
that p rom otes  the m odel o f  p e r fe c t io n  an d  in carn ation  o f s o c ia l  
id e a ls  ( id e a l w o r ld )  and  r e fe r s  to a reality  full o f  harm ony, 
with n o  room , e x c e p t  fo r  an  elim inable m argin, fo r  co n flic ts  and 
c o n tra d ic t io n s . A ffirm ation o f  th is m odel u su a lly  s e e m s  to c o in 
c id e  with a ssu m p tion  o f  its a lm ost p e r fe c t  attainm ent an a c o n 
c r e te  institutional settin g . H istory , s o  fa r  filled  with s tru g g le  and 
justified  re b e llio n , fin d s  it ultimate sa tis fa ct io n  a fter  the funda
m ental b rea k th rou gh  h a s  ta k en  ( o r  is  ta k in g ) p la c e  in w h ich  
the n e w  s o c ia l  o r d e r , w h ile  d e s tro y in g  the ro o ts  o f the e v il  re 
s p o n s ib le  fo r  e a r lie r  r e b e ll io n  (a n d  the n e e d  fo r  ability  to r e b e l ) ,

22 Cf. d iscu ssion  on the subject included in the collection  
of papers from B . S u ch o d o lsk i's  conference, /in :/ Społeczeństw o  
w ychow ujące; cf. e . g . A . Siciński, Społeczeństw o istniejące a 
społeczeństw o pożądane, p.p. 1 1 -1 7 .
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c r e a t e s  in turn a w orld  dom inated  b y  e s s e n t ia l  w e lfa re  ("rea lity  
o f the G o o d " )  w h ere in  the m ere p o ss ib ility  o f e n te m in g  into 
c o n flic t  with reality  w ou ld  a p p e a r  a s  a d is s o n a n c e  in a  p e r fe ct ly  
d e s ig n e d  o r  c o n s tru c te d  m ach in e . A bility  to  r e b e l  and  a sp ira tion
to c h a n g e  a p p e a r  a s  a d e v ia tio n  from  d e s ir a b le  attutudes in a

23w orld  w h ere  p e r fe c t  o r d e r  h a s  b e e n  a c h ie v e d  . H ere  the in
stitutional form  o f  s o c ia l  life  fina lly  g u a ra n te e s  the p o ss ib ility  to 
h arm on iou sly  s o lv e  p ro b le m s  and d ilem m as o f in d iv id u a ls  and 
en tire  s o c ia l  g r o u p s : a s  a resu lt, tra in ing in affirm ation o f  and  
su b m is s io n  to the a lle d g e d  harm ony c o in c id e s  with putting up 
institutional b a r r ie r s  an d  -  e s p e c ia l ly  im portant -  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
o n e s  w h ich  m ake u n d e s ira b le  c h a n g e s  and  b e h a v io r s  sim ply im
p o s s ib le .

24W e a r e  d e a lin g  h e re  with a s p e c i f ic  " ly r ic a l"  varian t o f 
the im age o f s o c ia l  rea lity  a s  a com p on en t o f  e d u ca tio n a l tra n s
m iss io n  in w h ich  — apart from  r e fe r e n c e  to  a bright future lin ea r 
ly  atta inable  an d  apart from  u n e q u iv o ca lly  ju st and perm anently  
o ffe re d  narration  c o n c e r n in g  the im age o f the p a s t  -  w e  c o p e  
with the rea lity  into w h ich  a n ew  in d iv idua l e n te rs , w h e re  the 
fou n d ation  an d  su bsta n tia l part o f s o c ia l  s tru ctu re  h a s  a lre a d y  
b e e n  e r e c te d  without the n e e d  fo r  and  c h a n c e  o f  e s s e n t ia l re 
q u ired  c o r r e c t io n , a n #  w h e re  the p re se n t  a lle g e d ly  o ffe r s  to 
that ind iv idual an  opportu n ity  to  identify h im self with institutio
nally  d is t in g u ish ed  an d  cen tra lly  h a rm on ized  " c o l le c t iv e s "  that
b e c o m e  the main and p erm a n en tly  im p osed  form  o f in tegration

25with the w orld  . T h is  w orld  a lre a d y  c o n s tru c te d  fo r  the indivi
du a l is  b y  its nature g o o d , req u ir in g  on ly  from  th is ind iv idual

23 Cf. L. W itkow sk i, O e d u k a c ję  an ty fu n d am en ta listyczn ą , 
p a p e r  d e liv e re d  at B . S u c h o d o ls k i ' s ,  C o n fe r e n c e  at Jabłonna 
in 1 9 8 1 , in c o n fe r e n c e  m a ter ia ls , W ro c ła w  1 985 .

24 Cf. J. S tr z e le c k i , S o c ja liz m  m odel liry cz n y ...
25 A  certa in  w a y  o f re g a rd in g  " c o l le c t iv e s "  on  s o c ia l is t  

p e d a g o g y  g ro u n d s , w h ich  I term ed "s t ro n g  co lle c t iv ism " o f p e 
d a g o g y  is  d is c u s s e d  by  K . S o ś n ic k i , Istota i c e le  w y ch ow a n ia  
W a rsz a w a  1 9 6 7 , p .p . 2 2 4 -2 2 5 ; c f . a ls o  L. W itkow sk i, E d u k a c ja  
dla n ow ej form acji...
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ca p a b ility  to participate in m ultiplying th is th rou gh  p rea rra n g ed  
and  p r e a s s ig n e d  " r o le s "  and  ta s k s  within e x is t in g  institutional 
fra m ew ork s, w h ich  in clu d e  u n q u estion a b le  d o u b t -r e s o lv in g  autho
rities  and fundam ental p r in c ip le s .

O ne n e e d  not h a v e  g rea t insight to s e e  that within s u c h  
an  o n to lo g ica l matrix it is  p o s s ib le  to d e v e lo p  r ich  hum anistic 
re fle c t io n  o f a definite s h a p e  and fu n ction  w h ere in  the id ea  o f 
"d e v o te d  s o c ia l  s e r v ic e "  is  su p p o rte d  b y  fundam ental la w s and 
truths abou t a w orld  that is  the "b e s t  o f th o s e  p o s s ib le "  o r  "the 
b e s t  w e  ca n  a ffo rd " . Let u s  n ote  that th is typ e  o f re fle c t io n  a p 
p lie s  a ls o  to a situation  w h en  affirm ation o f im p osed  reality is 
p ra is e d  with the argum ent o f its h is to r ica l n e c e s s it y  and that it 
is  the on ly  w orld  p re se n tly  a v a ila b le . E d u ca tion a lly , th is im plies 
re co n c ilia t io n  with the w or ld ,th ou g h  o b v io u s ly  w h en  affirm ation o f 
the g o o d  w orld  fa c e s  e v e n  sm all d ifficu lty , a d d ition a l e d u ca t io 
nal ta s k s  em erge  c o n s is t in g  in h igh lighting a ll the p os it iv e  a s 
p e c ts  (r e h e a r s e d , r e p la y e d  with d e s ig n a tio n  o f r o le s , with re 
w a rd s  o r  threat o f p e n a lt ie s )  in th eory , the m ore s o ,  the le s s  
the rea l en viron m en t m a k es  it ev id en t and  u n p rob lem atic . P e 
d a g o g y  thus o r ien ted  m ay u ndertake the effort to affirm hum anis
tic id e a ls  in p e r s u a s iv e  u n d erta k in g s  and v e r if ica tio n  o f m em ori
z e d  r o le s  u n d er co n d it io n s  o f  co n tro l and sta n d a rd iza tion  o f 
b e h a v io r .

It is  b e y o n d  doubt that within th is brie fly  ou tlined  and 
intentionally  e x a g e r a te d  a p p r o a c h  o n e  ca n  p la c e  an im m ense 
p ortion  o f  hum anistic p e d a g o g y , not on ly  P o lis h , w h ich , c o n 
trad ictin g  its ow n  id e o lo g ic a l  d e c la ra t io n , co n t in u e s  the P la ton ic  
tradition , participatin g  in prom otion  o f  k n o w le d g e  abou t the w orld  
from  the le v e l o f  " fa ls e  a w a r e n e s s " . M o r e o v e r , s u c h  p e d a g o 
gy  m ak es  an  effort to build  e la b o ra te  s tru c tu re s  and e d u ca tio 
nal p r o c e d u r e s  w arranting e f f ic ie n c y  in the id ea l w orld , is  to 
b e  a p r io r ica lly  a ck n o w le d g e d  b y  e d u c a t io n 's  s u b je c t s  a s  their 
ow n  -  r e g a r d le s s  o f  h is to r ica lly  a ccu m u la tin g  and  often  dram a
tica lly  co llid in g  with s u c h  a v is io n  the e x p e r ie n c e s  o f c o n s e c u 
tive g e n e ra t io n s  o f y o u n g  p e o p le . T h e s e  e x p e r ie n c e s  d o  not 
u p se t  the w orld  o f id ea l hum anistic im agination , s o  the latter is
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fr e e  to c h is e l  out and ce le b r a te  the p re se n t, p u sh in g  a s id e  e v e 
rything that w ou ld  d isru pt s e l f -c o n f id e n c e  o f the ed u ca tion a l 
transm itters and g u a rd ia n s  o f its purity, d is p le a s e d  at r e s is ta n c e  
by  the "hum an m aterial" they  p r o c e s s .  T h e  hum an b e in g , a s  the 
a b so lu te  v a lu e , is  to g row  up to adapt h im self to h is w orld  on 
the b a s is  o f p r in c ip le s  and ru les  and u n d er  the e y e  o f authori
t ie s  that h ave  dea lt out the r o le s  that a re  the b e s t  to e ffe c t  h is 
s e lf-a cco m p lish m e n t.

E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a l 
t e r n a t i v e

In the w o rk s  o f not on ly  the "T oru ri g ro u p " o f s o c io lo g y  
o f e d u ca tio n  th ere  e m e rg e s  the outline o f an  a p p ro a ch  to huma
n istic  id e a ls  in the co n te x t o f s o c ia l  th e o r ie s  and e x p e r ie n ce s^  
that is  "s e p a ra te d  in ev ery th in g " in reg a rd  to the "id ea l type" 
a p p r o a c h  in the hum anistic tradition . Prim arily , h ere  the "m e a su re "  
o f s o c ie t y  b e c o m e s  its ability to g en era te  b y  itse lf m ech an ism s 
of transform ation , elim inating b a r ie r s  to the d eve lop m en t o f auto
n om ou s in d iv idu a ls  with their ability o f re fle c t iv e  and d is c o u r s iv e  
r e fe r e n c e  to the w orld  they  en ter  and w ish  to sh a re  in m aking, 
with c h a n c e  o f in flu en cin g  the ru les  o f the gam e and its d e s ig 
nated r o le s .

F o r  the a lternative , hum anistica lly  or ien ted  p e d a g o g y  it is  
m uch m ore im portant to reg a rd  e d u ca tion  a s  a potentia l m ech a 
nism  to build fo r  potentia l s o c ia l  ch a n g e  a s  w ell a s  to r e c o g n iz e  
the s o u r c e s  d e g e n e ra tin g  this m echan ism  and to identify k ey  di
lem m as c o n n e c te d  with v a lu e  of legitim ization , poin ts  o f v ie w  
and w a y s  to a ck n o w le d g e  the s e n s e ( s )  o ffe re d  to an individual. 
T h e  ability to c o p e  with th reats to c iv iliza tion  d e p e n d s , u n d er 
th is a p p ro a ch , u pon  a ra d ica l effort to c re a te  con d ition s  fo r  au
th entica lly  in d ep en den t p e rso n a lit ie s  ca p a b le  o f prom oting  new  
ty p e s  o f s o c ia l  m ovem ents b a s e d  on  p r in c ip le s  that r e s p e c t  and
d e v e lo p  th is autonom y w hile participating in co n stru ctio n  o f a

26"n ew  le v e l  o f lea rn in g " within the s o c ia l  system  permitting in -
Cf. L. W i t k o w s k i ,  E d u k a c ja  p r z e z  pryzm at te o -  

rii s p o te c z n e j.
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d iv id u a ls  to turn a ga in st m anipulation and ex p rop ria tion  from 
su b je ctiv ity  within in itiatives ou ts id e  a rigid  and h ie ra rch ica lly  
form a lized  institutional fram ew ork .

27O w ing to a n a ly s e s  o f p o s s ib le  e g o  d ev e lop m en t s ta g e s  , 
there a p p e a re d  the p o ss ib ility  to ev a lu a te  an  in d iv id u a l 's  a d 
v a n cem en t in co n s tru ctio n  o f  h is  "s e l f"  a s  w e ll a s  its stru ctu 
ral maturity in r e s p o n d in g  to  the w orld  and  -  particu larly  im
portant -  th is h a s  c re a te d  a n ew  ev a lu a tiv e  cr iter ion  fo r  s o c ia l
sy s te m s  d e p e n d in g  on  w hat type  o f s p e c i f ic  p e r s o n a l a d v a n c e -

28ment is  institutionally perm itted . One ca n n o t fo rg e t  that on ly  
a certa in  type  o f ind iv idual identity ca n  o p p o s e  its d isow n in g  
o f the ability to p e r c e iv e  its ow n situation  (a c tu a l a s  w ell a s  
p o s s ib le )  in a lternative term s to th o s e  o ffe red  o r  im p osed  -  
a g a in st m anipu lations and c o n s e q e n t  drilling  in su b ord in a tion  to 
m a ss  s ta n d a rd s .

M o re o v e r , b a rr ie rs  on  the ro le  le v e l  with their strict s ta n - 
d a r iza tion  (m inim al m argin o f in flu en ce  u p on  defin ition  o f the 
r o le )  may prohibit a u ton om ou s and u n restr icted  (h e n c e  c re a tiv e  
and e f fe c t iv e )  r e fe r e n c e  to the o b je c t iv iz e d  w orld  o f cu lture in 
re s o lv in g  individual ex is ten tia l p rob lem s (e .g .  m eaning o f li fe )
a s  w e ll a s  th o se  o f c o lle c t iv e  life . U n d er certa in  s o c ia l  c ircu m -

/ 29\s ta n c e s  (e .g .  with a sy stem  "identity c r is is "  /r e a c h in g  by  in
d iv id u a ls  to th is o b je c t iv iz e d  w orld j a b o v e  and b e y o n d  any at
tempt to im pose  a rea d ym a d e  and sta b le  im age o f reality  on  
the part o f transm itters o f the in d iv id u a l 's  sy m b o lic  w orld , 
b e c o m e s  the con d ition  fo r  fu rther p e rso n a lity  d ev e lop m en t 
b e c a u s e  at a certa in  s ta g e , cu ltura l id e a ls  e s c a p in g  co n tro l fa 
cilitate co n stru ctio n  o f a lternative  im ages  o f a d e s ira b le  w orld .

27 Cf. an  e x c e lle n t  re co n s tru ctio n  o f d ev e lop m en ta l s c h e 
mata o f J. P ia g e t and  L. K o h lb e rg  /in :/ J. H aberm as, op . cit.

2 ft Cf. A . J a s iń sk a -K a n ia ,. R o zw ó j cz ło w ie k a  a św iat s p o 
łe c z n y ,  C o lloq u ia  Com m unia 1 9 8 3 , No 4 -5 , pp . 2 7 -2 8 .

2 9 Cf. n otion a l r e co n s tru ct io n  e lem en ts  in the w o rk s  b y  A . 
M. K a n io w sk i an d  L. W itkow sk i /in :/ A U N C , S o c jo lo g ia  W y ch o 
w an ia  V, T o ru ń  1 9 8 4 .
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C om parin g  them to the re a l w orld  is  not a im ed at its sy stem a tic
a ss im ila tion  but s e r v e s  to transform  it e v e n , if n e e d  b e , a g a in st

30a ctu a lly  e x is t in g  institutional b a rr ie r s
T h e o r e t ic a l  c o n s tru c t io n s  h a v e  n ow  r e a c h e d  a sta tu s  elimi

nating c la im s con stitu tive  fo r  sy m b o lic  "re a lism " rela tin g  the w ay  
o f d e s c r ip t io n  o f rea lity  to a lle g e d  d is c o v e r y  o f its p r o p e r  me
a n in g  im p osed  a s  a fix e d  p rem ise  o f  a c t io n s  p r e c e d in g  a ll the 
in d iv idua l su b je ctiv ity . T h e s e  c o n s tr u c ts  h a v e  b e c o m e  cu ltural 
p re m ise s  o f  p o s s ib le  "d e fin in g  a s ituation " o f th is w orld . T h e y  
s e r v e  to  a p p r o a c h  the rea lity  and to g iv e  it a m eaning at the 
le v e l  o f in terpretative r u le s  con stitu tin g  the fou n d ation  fo r  inter
a c t iv e  lin k s  and  p r o c e s s e s :  the w a y  o f u n d ersta n d in g  the w orld  
b e c o m e s  thus the w ay  o f b e in g -in —th e -w o r ld , d e v e lo p in g  identity
a s  w e ll a s  the w ay  o f b e in g  o f the w orld  o f s o c ia l  life fo r  an  

31ind iv idual . H e n ce  the c o n c e r n  fo r  ca n o n iz a tio n  o f the w o r ld 's  
im age in traditional p e d a g o g y 's  e d u ca tio n a l tra n sm iss io n  y ie ld s  
on  the g rou n d  o f its a lternative  to d ev e lop m en t o f in d iv idua l com 
p e te n c e  to "p la y  w i t h  r o le s "  perm itting re fle x iv e  r e fe r e n c e  
to the o ffe re d  s to c k  o f m ean ing fo r  its redefin ition  and  critiqu e 
c re a tin g  n ew  s ta n d a rd s  o f d e s ira b le  rea lity . D eve lop m en t o f  com 
p e te n ce  to a u ton om ou sly  sa tis fy in g  the n e e d  fo r  c re a tio n  o f 
o n e 's  ow n w orld j a b o v e  p re fa b r ica te d  fix ed  c o n v e n t io n s  d r e s s e d  
up in a so p h is t ica te d  ritual o f  ed u ca tio n a l tra n sm iss io n  and  d is 
g u is e d  b y  c la im s to cu ltu ra l pseudonaturality^  b e c o m e s  a n ew  
fu n ction  o f s o c ia l iz a t io n . F o r  this fu n ction  tran sform ation  o f  what 
is  rea l and  s tr iv e  to  g o  b e y o n d  it may b e  a c h ie v e d  b y  initiation 
in effort to s e a r c h  fo r  a lte rn a tiv es  e x c e e d in g  the b o u n d a r ie s  of 
w hat is  in d isp e n sa b le  and  fu n ction a l fo r  stab ility  o f the w orld  
a s  it w a s  fou n d  and initiation in c o u r a g e  to  la u n ch  co n flic t  with
a d v o c a te s  o f th is sta b ility.

30 F o r  ro le  o f cu ltu ra l p re m ise s  s e e :  S . M aga la , D eterm i
nanty ku lturow e ro zw o ju  o s o b o w o ś c i :  prelim inaria , ty p e s c r ip t  
within R e s e a r c h  P r o je c t  1 1 .4 , T o ru ń  G ro u p  1 9 8 3 .

31 I am m aking a r e fe r e n c e  to h erm en eu tica l p e r s p e c t iv e  
"1-in -the w orld " and the w orld  a s  "the w o r ld -fo r "  (M . H e id e g g e r )  
and  to o p p o s it io n  a g a in st the s o  c a lle d  sy m b o lic  rea lism , c f . J.
S . B ru n er . P o z a  d o s ta r c z o n e  in form acje , W a rsza w a  1 9 7 8 , pp. 
6 2 2 -6 2 3 .
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C on tra ry  to trad itional a p p r o a c h e s , p e d a g o g y  ca n n ot per
s is t  in b e in g  blind  to  the fa c t  that u n d er  som e  c ir cu m s ta n c e s  
ce rta in  attitudes ( o f  in n ovation , initiative, cr it ic ism  and commit
m ent) not on ly  c e a s e  to  b e  " s o c ia l ly  a ctu a l" , d e c lin e , shift to 
b e h a v io r a l m argin but e v e n  d is a p p e a r  from the fie ld  o f p o ten 
tial attitudes; it is  s o  w h en  striv in g  to ch a n g e  b e c o m e s  institu
tion a lly  u n d e s ira b le  and "u n p ro fita b le " from  the point o f v ie w  o f 
in d iv id u a l b io g r a p h ie s . A  w orld  full o f  hum anistic ca tch  w o r d s  
may le a d  to d e g e n e ra t io n  o f  the s t o c k  o f r o le s  it o ffe r s  an in
d iv id u a l. E d u ca tion a l, p e d a g o g ic a lly  s o p h is t ica te d  drilling  in ro 
le s  w ithout c a p a c ity  to a b o lis h  o r  c r it ic iz e  them m a k es  the a x io -  
lo g ic a l  co n te x t o f s u c h  o p e ra t io n s  (form al affirm ation o f hum anis
tic v a lu e s )  c e a s e  to b e  p e r c e iv e d  a s  re a l and d o e s  not em erg e  
a s  a r e fe r e n c e  sy s te m  in in d iv id u a l 's  a ctiv ity . A t the extrem e 
it c o m e s  to the situation  w h ere  v a lu e s , p r in c ip le s  and  norm s
v a n is h  from  the w orld  o f  op era tion  o f in d iv id u a ls , s o c ia l  g ro u p s

32and institu tions. On^ r e a c h e s  in stead  the state o f anom ie w h e
re not on ly  the norm ative b id  o f institutional e d u ca tio n a l tra n s
m iss ion  is  r e je c te d  b y  its s u b je c t s  but the fiction  o f v a lu e s  in 
an in d iv id u a l 's  o b s e r v a b le  en v iron m en t d e s t r o y s  h is ability to 
fo llow  any in tern a lized  a x io lo g ic a l  co n te x t in an in d iv id u a l 's
da ily  a ctiv ity . T h is  h a p p e n s  w hen  a kind o f "p ragm atiza tion " o f

33attitudes o c c u r s  b y  w ay  o f the a ction  e ffectiv ity  cr iterion  -  
the d r iv e  tow ard  c h a n g e  u n d er  co n d it io n s  w h ere in  e d u ca tion a l 
s u b je c t s  a re  a w a re  o f I fa ctu a l b lo c a d e  o f p o s s ib ilit ie s  to ca rry  
it out, c e a s e s  to b e  r e g a rd e d  a s  v a lu a b le  attitude tow ard the 
w orld , and th o s e  in d iv id u a ls  that p r e s e r v e  their a x io lo g ic a l  au
tonom y fu n ction in g  and maintain the ability  to articu late  their 
d is a p p r o v a l o f the w orld  b e c o m e  d e v ia te s . T h is  is  a ls o  the c a 
s e  w h en  dism antling  o f d ifferen t form s o f s o c ia l  in tegration  a c 
com p a n ied  b y  la c k  o f su ffic ien tly  mature in tera ctive  c o m p e te n ce

32 Within the T o ru n  G ro u p  re co n s tru c t io n  o f the th eory  
of anom ie with its a p p lica tion  w a s  u n d ertaken  by  A . S z a fr a n ie c  
in h e r  d o c to ra l d isse rta tio n  (1 9 8 5 ) .

33 P e rso n a lity  is  p u sh e d  b a c k  to "p re co n v e n tio n a l"  le v e l, 
u s in g  H a b e rm a s ' s ,  te rm in o logy , c f. E d u k a c ja  p r z e z  pryzm at...
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o f potentia l s u b je c t s  o f  in n ovative  a ct io n  le a d s  to atom ization  
o f in d iv id u a ls  and  to n eutra liza tion  o f  th e ir  in clin ation  fo r  p r e s 
su re  to  c h a n g e  u n a c c e p te d  s itu a tion s: a tom ization  b e c o m e s  a 
form  o f d e c la s s a t io n . N otor iou s  d ep riva tion  o f an  ind iv idual from 
initiative r e su lts  in a b s e n c e  o f a p tn e s s  to in itiative. E d u ca tion , 
a lo n g  with o th er  p lan n ed  e ffo r ts  to b rin g  up will not a c co m p lis h  
its target, i.e . d ev e lop m en t o f s u c h  ability ^eliminated within c o n 
text o f  an  in d iv id u a l 's  en v iron m en t) w ithout s im u ltan eou s th e o re 
t ica l r e co g n it io n  o f that situation  and w ithout a p ra c t ica l stand  
a g a in st  it. If it is , h o w e v e r , a ck n o w le d g e d  by  a d d r e s s e e s  o f e d u . 
ca tio n a l tra n sm iss ion  a s  an  ally  o f s u c h  u n a c c e p ta b le  situation , 
orien tin g  its e ffo r ts  to sa n c t io n  it in an  affirm ative narration  and 
ritual b y  putting u p  the d is g u is e  o f hum anistic d e c la ra t io n s  m as
k ing its com m only  p e r c e iv e d  a p o lo g e t ic  fu n ctio n s , "h u m an istic" 
e d u ca t io n  m ay find itse lf in r e je c te d  p os it ion , p a ra d o x ica lly  b e 
c a u s e  o f s o c i e t y 's  hum anistic a sp ira t io n s  and  in e ffe c t  it will 
l o s e  the oportun ity  to p lay  an y  p o s it iv e  ro le , to  p articipate  in 
c re a tio n  o f s o c ia l  ch a n g e  potentia l. Its a lternative  b e c o m e s  fe a 
s ib le  on ly  a s  a "c r it ica l"  th eory , w h ere in  th e o re tica l intention to 
p rom ote hum anism  must b e  str ictly  in terw oven  in p ra c t ica l attitude
o f n eg a tin g  "e v i l  b e in g "  o f the s o c ia l  w orld  and  p a rticipa tion  in

34its transform ation  .
F o r  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  e d u ca tio n a l in flu e n ce , the con te n ts  of 

d e c la r e d  a ssu m p tion s  and  id ea l in tentions a re  not s o  im portant 
a s  its o b je c t iv e ly  r e c o g n iz a b le  a x io lo g ic a l  attitude within a fra
m ew ork  o f p ra ctica lly  p erform ed  fu n ction , the v e r y  a p p ro a ch  b e in g  
the b a s is  fo r  ev a lu a tion  and defin ition  o f rea lity . It is  not unim
portant w h eth er it is  an  im age o f the w orld  o f c r is i s  o r  harm ony
-  in the situation  w h en  that a lre a d y  at the com m on  e x p e r ie n c e  
le v e l  is  p e r c e iv e d  a s  not em b od y in g  e th ica l duty and  ja rd e r . Hu
m anistic p e d a g o g y  o f  the w orld  o f c r is i s  is  on ly  p o s s ib le  a s  put
ting forw ard  c o u ra g e -p ro m o tin g  effort to c o p e  with the c r is i s  by

3 4
Cf. e lem en ts  o f re co n s tru c t io n  o f "c r it ic a l"  paradigm  fo r  

s o c io lo g y  o f e d u ca tio n  in the w ork  b y  L. W itkow sk i, E d u k a c ja  
d la n ow e j...
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elim inating the reality  that is  the s o u r c e  fo r  its e m e r g e n c e  
T h e  m anner o f  in terpretating the u n a c c e p te d  w orld  itse lf b e in g  
re fu se d  b y  s u b je c t s  o f  ed u ca tio n a l op e ra tio n  le a d s  to the iden 
tity c r is i s  in the s o c ia l  sy s tem  w h ere  v a lid  in terpretative ru les  
lo s e  th e ir  p o w e r  to in tegrate in d iv id u a ls  within the sy stem  and 
fa il to  m otivate fo r  w ork  within its s ch e m e . M o r e o v e r , if an  au
thority c a n  b e  d e fin ed  b y  the ability to p r o d u c e  a c c e p ta b le  r e a -

3 6s o n s  , e d u ca t io n a l tra n sm iss io n  p r o c e e d s  u n d er  the state of 
r e je c t io n  o f p e d a g o g ic a l  in stitu tion s ' authority , w h ich  in turn le a d s  
to elim ination  o f tra n sm iss io n  con te n ts  b y  re c ip ie n ts  r e g a r d le s s  
o f c o n te n ts  ch a r a c te r , an d , at b e s t  to the in terp lay  o f a p p e a ra n 
c e s  an d  m ost often  to cou n tercu ltu ra l r e s p o n s e , dem on stra tive  
iden tifica tion  with u n e x p e r ie n c e d  v a lu e s , in d iffe re n ce  o r  d ra stic  
d es ta b iliza t ion  o f p e rso n a lity  in ca p a b le  o f orien tin g  its b e h a v io r  
a lo n g  a n y  h ie ra rch y  o f v a lu e s  and a w a y  to p e r c e iv e  the s e n 
s e .  T h e  a lternative  hum anistic p e d a g o g y  at the starting  point 
fo r  its a s p ira t io n s  must p o s s e s s  b a s ic  k n ow led g e  abou t the " s o 
c ia l co n d it io n "  -  b e c a u s e  e v e n  the m ost re fin ed  te ch n iq u e s  to 
treat a w ron g ly  identified  m alady in a w ron g ly  in d ica ted  patient 
by  a v e r y  in v o lv e d  d o c to r  may put out the rem nants o f sm ou l
d er in g  life  that o th e rw ise  co u ld  h a v e  y ie ld e d  m agn ificien t fruits. 
H um anistic intention in s u c h  c a s e  turns into its ow n  a n tith esis .

A m on g  the e lem en ts  that gra d u a lly  a rra n g e  th e m s e lv e s  in
to ra d ica lly  d ifferent a p p r o a c h e s  to the hum anistic m iss ion  o f ed u 
ca tion , th ere  a re  a ls o  th o s e  resu ltin g  from "reh ab ilita tion " o f c o n 
flict and  e r r o r  in con tem p ora ry  s o c io lo g y  and  p h ilo so p h y . T h e  
q u e stio n  w hat typ e  o f e th o s j orien tin g  an ability to en ter  a c o n 
flict and  s o lv e  it, is  a ssu m e d  in e d u ca tio n a l tra n sm iss ion  and 
the p rob lem  lin ked  with the sta tu s o f k n o w le d g e , co g n itiv e  su b 
stantiation  and d e g r e e  o f req u ired  a c ce p ta t io n , e s p e c ia l ly  c o n 
c e r n in g  norm ative c o n te n ts , a ll th is poin ts  to a n oth er  k e y  p la 
c e  in w h ich  a p p r o a c h  o f traditional hum anistic p e d a g o g y  d iv e r 
g e s  from  the a p p r o a c h  o f th o s e  w ho r e n o u n ce  con form ity  to that 
tradition . Natural c h a r a c te r  o f co n flic t  o f  v a lu e s  and a sp ira t io n s , 
in te res ts  and r e a s o n s  n e ith er h arm on izab le  n or  h ie ra rch iz a b le

35 C f. Ibid. -  a b ou t the prob lem  o f re a ctin g  to "the w orld  
in c r is i s " .

36  C f. C . J. F r ie d r ic h , T ra d ition  and authority , L ondon  1972 .
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in a legitim ate w ay  o n c e  an d  fo r  a ll a s  w e ll a s  natural c h a r a c 
te r  o f  r e v is io n  o f c o n s e c u t iv e  im a ges  o f the w orld  in the p ro 
c e s s  o f  its co g n it io n  (naturality  o f  e r r o r  a n d  q u estion a b ility  o f 
truth) underm in ing c la im s to e x c lu s iv e  a n d  defin ite  c o g n it iv e -  
-e v a lu a t in g  ju d gem en ts -  th e se  a re  o n ly  som e  th e o re t ica l poin ts  
o f r e fe r e n c e  w h ich  imply the n e e d  to  d e v e lo p  p e r s o n a lit ie s  "o p e n "  
to c o n flic t  and  e r r o r  within th e m s e lv e s  and  ou ts id e  a s  w e ll a s  
a c h a n g e  o f sta tus o f institu tions hitherto a p p rop ria tin g  a v a n -  
g u a rd  c h a r a c te r  th ou gh  not s o c ia l ly  a c k n o w le d g e d , o th e r w is e ,
th ere  still rem ains, o f  c o u r s e ,  the a ltern ative  o f e d u ca t io n a l a c -

37tion s  b a s e d  on  "u th op ian " e th o s  w h e re  the a v a n g u a rd  myth is  
va lid  a s  an  em bodim ent o f g o o d  and  truth with leg itim a cy  tak en  
fo r  g ra n ted  fo r  e v e r . Let u s  note h e re  that th is "righ t" to  n e g a 
tion , a s  a con d ition  fo r  g o in g  b e y o n d  the sta tu s q u o , b e a r s  the

38p ostu la te  o f "e d u ca t io n  fo r  n o n p e a c e "  .
A t the fou n dation  o f a n ew  paradigm  o f s tu d ie s  on  e d u c a 

tion  th ere  e m e rg e s  the q u e s t io n  o f p la c e  o f e d u ca t io n  a s  a  su b 
sy s te m  in s o c ia l  com p lex ,a n d  the o n e  c o n c e r n in g  m ech a n ism s and
re la tion s  facilita tin g  o r  b lo c k in g  the fu n ction  o f a c t iv e  stim ulation

39to s o c ia l  tran sform ation  . It is  a g r e e d  th ere  that w o r k s  o n  hu
m an istic  e d u ca t io n  s tra teg y  must start from  a n a ly s is  o f  g lo b a l 
req u irem en ts  o f  the s o c ia l is t  sy s tem  and th eir  p r e s e n c e  in id e o 
lo g y  va lid a tin g  e x is t in g  s o c ia l  o rd e r . In the n ew  a p p r o a c h  le g ity -  
m acy  o f s o c ia l  o r d e r  is determ ined  not b y  su b m iss ion ,- loy a lty , 
re s ig n a tio n  o f d isa g re e m e n t and co n flic t , a c t  o f faith and  o b e d ie n 
c e  o r  qu otin g  in a p r io r ic  r e a s o n  su p p o rte d  b y  u th op ian  e x e cu tio n  
o f "h is to r ica l sa lv a t ion  m iss ion ", but, on  the co n tra ry , it is  to  b e

37
C f. A , M. K a n io w sk i, E d u k a c ja  i s o c ja l iz a c ja  a s p o s ó b  

u p raw om acn ian ia  ładu  s p o łe c z n e g o ,  rep ort within R e s e a r c h  P ro 
je c t  G-roup I, s e e :  my re v ie w  o f th is w ork  in R e s e a r c h  P r o je c t  
1 1 -4  m ateria ls.

38 T h e  p ostu la te  and  p rin cip le  o f "c o n s tr u c t io n  o f an x iety  
and d is a p p ro v a l o f  the e x is t in g  w orld " a s  e lem en ts  of "e d u ca t io n  
fo r  n o n -p e a c e "  in d is p e n s a b le  con tem p ora rily  is  form ulated and 
e la b o ra te d  b y  Z . K w ie c iń s k i: c f. the sam e au th or ’ s  O k ry ty cz n ą  
te o r ię  ośw ia ty  i e d u k a c ję  ra d yk a ln ie  h u m a n isty czn ą , p a p e r  d e li
v e r e d  at the sem in a r  at Jabłonna in 198 5  (in  ■ p re s s ).

39 T h is  is  fu rther e la b o ra te d  b y  A . M. K a n io w sk i, fo llow in g  
H a b erm a s, c f. E d u k a c ja  i s o c ja l iz a c ja . . .
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fou n d  in te rsu b je c t iv e ly  v e r if ie d  a cce p ta t io n  (in  u n d istorted  s o 
c ia l com m u n ica tion  fr e e  from  d eform a tion s  an d  b lo c k a d e s )  o f 
the v e r y  form  o f  su b stan tia tion  o f th is o r d e r  re fe rre d  
to the m ost a u ton om ou s ty p e s  o f  e g o  identity o f s o 
c ie ty  m em bers. W hat is  e s p e c ia l ly  im portant, at p re se n t, 

the fou n d a tion s  o f  leg itim acy  o f  s o c ia l  o r d e r  must s im u ltan eou sly  
sa tis fy  the dem and fo r  s e n s e  and  u n d er c o n d it io n s  o f s o c ia l  
c r is is  the g r a s p  o f s e n s e  ca n n ot b e  r e s to r e d  on  the b a s ic  o f 
the uthop ian  leg itim a cy  stru ctu re  that p re su m e s  em bodim ent o f 
the future id e a l in e x is t in g  institutions, not on ly  th o s e  that com 
p o s e  the s tru ctu re  o f p o w e r . C laim s to leg itim acy  o f s o c ia l  o rd e r  
a lw a y s  m ake the a p p e a l to  a certa in  n orm ative ly  a ssu m ed  s o c ia l
identity and the trad itional sy stem  legitim ization  ca n n o t b e  c o r e -

40la ted  with h igh  s t a g e s  o f e g o  identity -  hum anistic e d u ca t io n  
p r a c t ic e  must a s s u m e  au ton om ou s c o m p e te n c e  to v e r ify  v a lu e s  
and su b sta n tia tion s  p r e s e n te d  fo r  a c ce p ta t io n , o r  e l s e ,  it partici
p a te s  in e s ta b lis h in g  institutional clam p on  e g o  d ev e lop m en t 
a b o v e  the s ta g e  o f  a u th orities , fixed  n orm s and r o le s . T h e  mini
mal con d ition  fo r  a c co m p lis h in g  o b je c t iv e s  o f hum anistic e d u c a 
tion is  to s u r p a s s  "r o le  identity" s in c e  on ly  then  in d iv id u a ls  b e 
co m e  a b le  to o p e ra te  a u ton om ou sly  with co n te n ts  defin ing  their 
s ituation , and  to put forth  r e q u e s ts  fo r  su bstan tia tion  with criti
c a l v e r if ica tio n  o f  an y  c la im s o f  va lid ity  d ism iss in g  som e  o f them 
from  b e in g  the b a s is  fo r  o n e 's  ow n s o c ia l  r o le p la y s  w h ich  b e c o 
me s u b je c t  to red ifin ition . T h e n , th ere  fo llo w s  d is a p p ro v a l o f  tra
d itional s o c ia l iz a t io n  m odel b a s e d  on  the s tru g g le  pattern , d y c h o -  
tom ic v is io n  o f the w orld  s e e n  from p o s it io n s  em b od y in g  g o o d  
w ithout room  fo r  com p rom ise  b a s e d  on  con flic t-m ed ia tin g  m ech a 
n ism s; the m odel a p p e a lin g  to  p o s it iv is t ic  v is io n  o f s c ie n c e  y ie l
d in g  "s tro n g  ju s tifica t io n s" , a c c e p t in g  the a ssu m p tion  that the 
" h is t o r y 's  maturity th re sh h o ld "  h a s  b e e n  e x c e e d e d  in p re se n tly

Ibid., c f . a ls o :  1/. W itkow sk i, E d u k a c ja  p r z e z  pryzm at...40
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co n s tru c te d  s o c ia l  rea lity  and a num ber o f o th er  p re m is e s , e .g .
42the axiom  o f "s t r o n g  co lle c t iv is m "

In the n ew  a p p r o a c h  o f hum anistic e d u ca t io n  th ere  a p p e a r s  
a p a rticu la rly  c le a r  p r e o c c u p a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  prom otion  o f a ty
pe o f in d iv idua l in tera ction  co m p e te n ce ; w ithout th is c o m p e te n ce  
th ere  ca n  b e  n o  e ffe c t iv e  in te rsu b je ct iv e  p a rtn ersh ip -o r ien ted  
c o o p e r a t io n  in con stitu tion  o f  the s o c ia l  w orld . T h e  sa m e  p r e o -  
cu p a tion  is  lin ked  with the em a n cip a tory  c o m p e te n c e  fo r  w h ich  
it is  fundam ental to s tr iv e  to g o  b e y o n d  e x is t in g  and su p er-im 
p o s e d  w orld  s o  that its ru le s  d o  not fe tter in d iv idua l ca p a c ity  
to a s p ir e  fo r  a u ton om ou s and  r e fle x iv e  defin ition  o f o n e 's  ow n 
resp o n s ib ility  fo r  o n e s e lf  and  the w orld . B y  the w a y , u n d er  s u c h  
an  a p p r o a c h  ind iv idua l re flex iv ity  b e c o m e s  a m ore e s s e n t ia l  di
re c t io n  o f e d u ca tio n a l cu rricu lu m , than £ p r o v e r b ia l and lo s in g  its 
ra is o n  d 'e t r e  in n ew  th e o re t ica l co n te x t j p e r s o n a l v e rsa tility .

Let u s  a ls o  e m p h a s iz e  that in that p e r s p e c t iv e  the q u e s 
tion  a b ou t the re la tion  b etw en  e d u ca tio n  and  p re v a ilin g  ( o r  me
re ly  institutionally  a p p ro v a b le  ) form s o f  â o c ia l  in tegration  and 
ty p e s  o f a ctiv ity  b e c o m e s  v e r y  im portant. It is  e s p e c ia l ly  the in
stitutional b a rr ie r s  c o n c e r n in g  a c c e p ta b le  o r  d e s ir a b le  re la tion s
and b e h a v io r s  ( in te r a c t io n s )  that determ ine the fu n ction  o f e d u -

43ca tion  in a g iv e n  s o c ia l  sy stem  . Let u s  a ls o  poin t to  a str ict 
re la tion  b e tw e e n  p o ss ib ility  o f e d u ca t io n a l s h a re  in d ev e lop m en t 
o f s o c ia l  s y s t e m 's  potentia l to c a r r y  out a rational ch a n g e  and 
predom inant institutional p r in c ip le  o rg a n iz in g  that sy s tem . F o r  
hum anistica lly  or ien ted  p e d a g o g y  it is  not m e a n in g le s s  to w atch  
w hat w a y  o f s o c ia l  life  o rg a n iza tion  -  and  in e ffe c t  what type 
o f su b ord in a tion  o f e d u ca t io n a l su b sy s te m  to s o c ia l  entity -  s e r -

41 C f. L. W itkow sk i, E d u k a c ja  d la n ow ej fo rm a cji. P ró b a  
teer ii e d u k a c ji  w  P o ls c e  -  te z y , ty p e s c r ip t  at the sem in a r  o f 
R e s e a r c h  P r o je c t  1 1 ,4 , g rou p  I, B ła ż e je w k o  1 9 8 3 .

4-2 Ibid., s e e  a ls o : E d u k a c ja  d la n ow ej fo rm a cji, A U N C , 
S o c jo lo g ia  W y ch ow a n ia  VI, T o ru ń  1986 .

Cf. A . M. K a n io w sk i, E d u k a c ja  i s o c ja l iz a c ja . . .43
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v e s  to prom ote  "d e g ra d in g  fu n ction " o f e d u ca tio n  . U nfortuna
te ly , th e s e  la s t  rem ark s hint at a p rob lem  a re a  w h ich  -  though  
d e s e r v in g  in ten s iv e  cr it ica l o v e r v ie w  -  is  o u ts id e  the s c o p e  and 
vo lu m e o f  the p r e s e n t  w ork .

Let u s  finally  state that e v e n  th ou gh  som e  p rob lem s and
c a te g o r ie s  b ire fly  dea lt with h e re , h a v e  a lre a d y  b e e n  d is c u s s e d

45in o th er  w o r k s  b y  the sa m e  au th or , th ere  is  n o  dou bt that 
m any o f them  ra th er o p e n  an  in terestin g  an d  d ifficu lt r e s e a r c h  
a re a  than c l o s e  it, and  th ey  rather sim ply d ire c t  attention to im
p o r ta n ce  o f p o s in g  n ew  q u e s t io n s  within the th eory  o f e d u ca tion  
that form ulate r e a d y  a n s w e r s . M aturation o f n ew  in te llectu a l 
form ation  in the a r e a  o f p e d a g o g y , e s p e c ia l ly  w h ere  it b o r d e r s  
with s o c io l o g y  o f e d u ca t io n  is  the p r o c e s s  that -  a s  it h a p p en s  

in s c ie n c e  -  is  tak in g  p la c e  u n d er  p r e s s u r e  o f co n tra d ic t io n s  
p e r c e iv e d  in c la s h  with rea lity , with th eory  that h a s  g iv e n  r ise  
to m ovem ent to  c h a n g e , and  with a multitude o f  d is o r d e r ly  intel
le c tu a l in sp ira tion s  that a re  to c re a te  a n ew  w a y  to  r e s p o n d  to 
that rea lity  and  o v e r c o m e  its c r is is .  A ll th is c a u s e s  a n  um ber 
o f d ifficu lties  and  insurm ountable  b a rr ie r s  w h o s e  elim ination will 
b e  p o s s ib le  on ly  in the c o u r s e  o f fu rther r e s e a r c h .

44
C f. Z .  K w ie c iń s k i, E d u k a c ja  d em ok ra ty czn a  i hum anis

ty c z n a .. . ,  pp . 1 2 2 -1 2 3  fo r  d eg ra d a tion  o f  s o c ia l  " r o le s  s to c k "  
by  institutional e d u ca tio n  co n te x t  s e e  a ls o  L. W itkow sk i, P rob lem  
a d a p ta c ji m aterializm u h is to r y c z n e g o  dla s o c jo lo g i i  w y ch ow a n ia , 
ty p e scr ip t .

45 C f. e s p e c ia l ly  L. W itkow sk i, E d u k a c ja  d la n ow ej form a
c ji , A U N C , S o c jo lo g ia  W y ch ow a n ia  VI, T o ru ń  198 6.
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