
Waldemar Chrostowski

III theological symposium on "The
Church, Jews and Judaism"
Collectanea Theologica 62/2, 159-164

1992



C o lle c ta n e a  T h e o lo g ica  
62(1992) fa se . II

III THEOLOGICAL SYMPOSIUM „THE CHURCH, JEWS AND
JUDAISM”

O n 11 an d  12 A p ril, 1991 th e  T h e o lo g ic a l F a c u lty  o f th e  A c a d e m y  o f C a 
th o lic  T h eo lo g y  in  co o p era tio n  w ith  the C o m m issio n  o f th e  P o lish  E p isco p a te  
fo r  th e  D ia lo gu e  w ith  Ju d a is m  o rgan ize d  th e  th ird  C h r is t ia n - Je w ish  sy m p o 
s iu m  e n tit le d  A u s c h w itz - R e a l i t y ,  S y m b o l i s m , T h e o lo g y .  T h e  sy m p o siu m  b e 
g a n  on th e  d a y  o b se rv e d  b y  the  Je w s  a s  Y o m  h a - S h o a h .  D ay  o f E x te r m in a 
tion , to  co m m e m o rate  the m em o ry  o f the s ix  m illion  Je w is h  v ic tim s  o f N az i 
gen ocid e . T h re e  r a b b is  —  B y ro n  L . S h e r w i n  o f C h icago , co o rgan iz er  o f 
th e  in te rre lig io u s  se m in a r  in  S p e r tu s  C o llege  o f Ju d a ic a  fo r  P o lish  p ro fe s so r  
p r ie s t s ,  A w ra h a m  S o e t e n d o r p  o f  T h e  H ag u e , w h o  a s  a  ch ild  w a s  sa v e d  
d u r in g  the occu p a tio n  b y  a  C ath o lic  fa m ily , an d  M en ach em  J o ś k o w i e  z, 
C h ie f  R a b b i o f P o lan d  —  led  p r a y e r  fo r  th e  m u rd e re d  w h ose  h ig h lig h t w a s  
th e  p a r a b le  o f Je w is h  fa ith fu ln e ss  to  th e  L o rd  a n d  w o rd s fro m  P sa lm  22.

T h e  g u e s t s  w ere  g re e te d  b y  p ro f. R o m an  B a r t n i c k i ,  D ean  o f the T h e 
o lo g ica l F a c u lty  o f A C T . T h e  in tro d u ctio n  w a s  d e liv e re d  b y  th e  R e c to r  prof. 
J a n  Ł a c h ,  w ho s ta te d  th a t  A C T  h ad  b een  th e  f ir s t  C ath o lic  h igh  sch oo l in 
P o lan d  to  t a k e  u p  a n  o n -go in g  d ia lo g u e  w ith  th e  Je w s  an d  Ju d a is m  an d  
th a t  sc h o la r ly  re fle c tio n  o f r e p re se n ta t iv e s  o f th e  tw o  c o m m u n itie s w as 
m a k in g  a n  im p o rta n t  co n tr ib u tio n  to  g r e a te r  re lig io u s  u n d e rstan d in g . Th e 
I s r a e l i  M in iste r  o f E d u catio n  an d  C u ltu re , Z ev u lu n  H a m m e r ,  p a r t ic ip a te d  
in  the o p en in g  cerem on ie s. „T o o  o ften  do w e s a y ”  —  he s ta te d  —  „ th a t  in 
A u sc h w itz  G od  su f fe r e d  a  d e fe a t. M ean w h ile , w e  fo rg e t  a b o u t  o u r  ow n 
re sp o n sib ility  fo r  the  fa c t  th a t  w e, C h r is t ia n s  an d  Je w s ,  h av e  fa i le d  to  m ak e  
the  fo llo w e rs  o f d if fe re n t  re lig io n s see  in  e v e ry  p e rso n , r e g a r d le s s  o f ra c e  
a n d  re lig io n , th e  b r ill ia n t  im ag e  o f a  lo v in g  G od .”  T h e  m in iste r  em p h asize d  
th a t  th is  com m on  fa i lu r e  m a k e s  n e c e s sa ry  a  d ia lo g u e  an d  th e  b u ild in g  of 
a  n ew  fu tu re , in  w h ich  re sp e c t  fo r  e v e ry  p erso n , e sp e c ia lly  fo r  a  „ d if fe re n t” 
p e rso n , w ill d om in ate . T h e  A m b a ssa d o r  o f  I s ra e l, M iro n  G o r d o n ,  p r a ise d  
th e  c o n ta c ts  w ith  A C T , an d  p o in tin g  to  th e  a u d ito r iu m  fille d  w ith  sc h o la rs  
an d  y ou n g  p eo p le  he a d d e d : „ I f  th is  is  n o t ecu m en ism , I do  n ot kn ow  w h at 
e c u m e n ism  is .”  A  sp eech  o f g re e tin g  w a s  a lso  d e liv e re d  b y  M ich al F r i e d m a n ,  
c h a irm a n  o f th e  C o o rd in atin g  C o m m issio n  o f Je w is h  O rg a n iz a tio n s in  P o 
lan d . H e a p p e a le d  to  P o le s  an d  Je w s  to c o rre c t  h is to r ic a l e r ro r s  an d  to sho w  
m ore  o ften  th e  p a tr io tism  o f P o lish  Je w s  an d  th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n  to P o la n d ’s 
c u ltu re . H e re c a lle d  h e  h ero ism  o f the  J e w  M ich al L a n d a , w h o  d u r in g  the 
m a n ife s ta tio n s  in  1863 to ok  u p  a  c ro ss  fro m  th e  h an d s o f a  fa l le n  p r ie st . 
„W e h av e  a  com m on  G od , w e h a v e  a  com m on  co m m an d m en t to  love. M ay  
the Je w is h  an d  the C h ris t ia n  M e ssiah  co m e to g e th e r  in to  th e  w o rld ”  —  he 
con clu d ed . R e v . P ie r  F ra n c e sc o  F u m a g a l l i ,  se c re ta ry  o f th e  C o m m issio n  
o f th e  H o ly  S e e  fo r  R e lig io u s  R e la t io n s  w ith  Ju d a is m , p a r t ic ip a te d  in  the 
op en in g  an d  in  th e  e n tire  sy m p o siu m .

T h e  su b je c t  o f th e  f ir s t  p a p e r , w h ich  w a s  re a d  b y  p ro f. W aclaw  D l u -  
g o b o r s k i  (S ta te  M u seu m  O sw iec im -B rze z in k a), w a s  K L  A u s c h w it z - B ir 
k e n a u  1940— 1945 —  F a c t s ,  P r o b le m s , P o le m ic s .  A u sch w itz  h a s  tw o  h is to r ie s : 
the  h is to ry  o f th e  c am p  in  th e  s t r ic t  sen se , a s  an  e le m e n t o f th e  N az i sy 
ste m  o f te r ro r  an d  e x te rm in a t io n , an d  a s  a  sy m b o l o f S h o ah , th e  p e r so n if i
ca tio n  o f ev il. T h e  le c tu re r  fo c u se d  on th e  f i r s t  a sp ec t , fo r  th e  secon d  one 
w a s  th e  su b je c t  o f o th er p a p e rs . T h e  „ r e a l ”  h is to ry  o f A u sch w itz  d oes not



e n d  in  1945, fo r  it  co n tin u es w ith  th e  p o stw a r  liv e s  o f th e  su rv iv o r s  am o n g  
th e  p r iso n e r s  an d  th e ir  ro le  in  so c ie ty  on th e  one h an d  a n d  w ith  the t r ia ls  
o f  th e  S S  c re w  o f th e  c a m p  on th e  o th er. T h e  so u rce s  on th e  h isto ry  o f the 
c a m p  a r e  c o n sta n tly  in c re a s in g : n ew  re se a rc h  q u e st io n s  r a ise d  b y  the ac c o 
u n ts  o f fo rm e r  p r iso n e rs , the  f ile s  o f  th e  h e a d q u a r te r s  o f th e  c am p  m a d e
a v a ila b le  to  the  P o lish  s id e  b y  th e  S o v ie ts . T h o u g h  the  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  the
c a m p  in  Ju n e  1940 w a s  con n ected  w ith  th e  d e p o r ta tio n s  o f P o lish  p r iso n e rs, 
c h ie fly  in te lle c tu a ls , i t s  e x p a n sio n  to  m o n stro u s p ro p o rtio n s in  1941— 43 
(h igh p o in t re a c h e d  in  A u g u s t  1944 w ith  a  p r iso n e r  p o p u la t io n  o f ab o u t 120 
th o u san d ) w a s  th e  re su lt  o f  th e  d e p o r ta tio n s  o f  h u n d re d s o f  th o u sa n d s o f 
Je w s ,  on ly  a  sm a ll n u m b e r  o f  w h o m  w ere  re g is te re d . A s  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  the 
c a m p  e x p a n d e d  th ey  w e re  u se d  a s  fo rc e d  lab o r , an d  n e a r ly  a  m illion  d ied  
d ire c t ly  in  the g a s  c h a m b e rs . T h e  m a n y  fu n c tio n s o f th e  c am p  (cam p  fo r  
p o lit ic a l p r iso n e rs, p la c e  o f e x te rm in a tio n  o f J e w s  an d  G y p sie s , re se rv o ir
o f s la v e  lab o r) h av e  a t tr a c te d  th e  in te re s t  o f h is to r ia n s  o f m a n y  cou n trie s,
e sp e c ia lly  P o lan d , I s r a e l , an d  G e rm an y . In  sp ite  o f th e  r a th e r  a d v a n c e d  sta te  
o f  re se a rc h , m a n y  m a tte r s  s t i l l  a ro u se  d isc u ss io n s  an d  c o n tro v e rs ie s : th e  to ta l 
n u m b e r  o f  v ic tim s (fro m  4 m illion  w e  h av e  a r r iv e d  a t  the  n u m b e r o f  ab o u t 
1.2— 1.4 m illion ), the  ro le  o f  A u sc h w itz -B irk e n a u  in  th e  E n d lö s u n g ,  th e  o r g a 
n iza tio n  o f gen o c id e  —■ in  th e  c am p  an d  in  th e  co u n trie s  fro m  w h ich  the  
t r a n sp o r ts  cam e , th e  in te rre la t io n s  b e tw een  Je w ish  an d  P o lish  p r iso n e rs  
a n d  th e  a tt itu d e  o f th e  la t te r  to w a rd  th e  e x term in a tio n  o f th e  Je w s  o f  w h ich  
th e y  w ere  e y e -w itn e sse s .

M ich a l H o r o s z e w i c z  (W arsaw ) in  h is  p a p e r  T h e  S y m b o l i s m  o f  A u 
s c h w it z  fo r  J e w s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  ac c e n te d  th e  n eed  to  s e p a r a te  „A u sc h w itz  —  
th e  p la c e ”  a s  a  sy m b o l o f S h o ah -H o lo c a u st  fo r  a l l  J e w s  an d  a  sy m b o l o f  
P o lish  m arty rd o m , fro m  „A u sc h w itz  —  the co n cep t” , w h ich  in  th e  Je w ish  
in te rp re ta tio n  is  a  sy m b o lic  c o u n te rp a rt  (not a  sy m b o l!) o f  S h o ah -H o lo c a u st  
a n d  a n  a b s t r a c t  d e te rm in an t o f th e  in co m p reh en sib le  m e an in g  o f  th e  e x t e r 
m in atio n  o f s i x  m illio n  p eo p le . In  the op in ion  o f  le a d in g  I s r a e l i  au th o rit ie s , 
th e  sen se  o f  the H o lo ca u st  a s  a  b u rn t-o ffe r in g  (u sed  b y  P iu s  X I I  in  sp eech es 
o f  24 D ecem b er, 1942, a n d  15 N o v e m b e r, 1944 —  in  re fe re n c e  to  the W arsaw  
U p ris in g )  to  so m e  e x te n t  h a s  b een  e f fa c e d  an d  p ro p e r ly  r e fe r s  to th e  m a ss  
e x te rm in a t io n  o f h u m an  b e in g s. P e o p le  r e fe r  to  th e  in c o m p reh e n siv en e ss  o f 
A u sch w itz , to  th e  o v e rw h e lm in g  fe e lin g  o f  iso la tio n  o f  the J e w s  th a t  w a s  
in te n s ifie d  b y  the N az i p la n  to  „d e h u m a n ize ”  th em , to  im p la n t in g  in th e  Je w s  
th e  v is io n  o f an d  ’’e m p ty  h e a v e n ” (w hich  m e an t ra th e r  d ou b t a n d  a  ’’q u a r r e l  
w h it  th e  C re a to r”  b u t  n o t a  r e je c tio n  o f th e  id e a  o f G od), to  th e  g e n e ra l 
in d iffe re n c e  o f the  w o rld . T h e  h ere to fo re  m en tion ed  sy m b o l o f th e  silen ce  
o f  the  C h u rch e s  (C ath o lic  an d  P ro te sta n t)  o u g h t to  b e  re la tiv iz e d  b y  th e ir  
q u ite  o ften  e x te n s iv e  —  e sp e c ia lly  in  the  c a se  o f P iu s  X I I  —  d e fe n siv e , 
su p p o rt iv e , a n d  in te rv e n tio n ary  ac tio n s. T h e  u n iq u e n e ss  o f A u sc h w itz  re q u ire s  
u s  to  re c a ll  th a t  in  th e  f ir s t  gen o c id e  o f  th e  20th c e n tu ry  —  th e  m u rd e r  o f 
on e  a n d  a  h a lf  m illion  A rm e n ia n s  in  1915 —  it  w a s  th e  J e w  M o rgen th au  
w h o  so  se lf- sa c r if ic in g ly  d e fe n d ed  th e  C h ris tian s . In  a  sc h o la r ly  p a p e r  f ille d  
w ith  fa c ts  M . H o ro szew icz  n o ted  se v e ra l  o f  a  w h ole  se r ie s  o f  ’’A u sch w itz  
te r m s ”  th a t  h av e  beco m e m a x im s  o r m e ta p h o rs ; e.g., in  th e  t it le  o f h is  t r e 
a t is e  ’’H ow  C an  W e S p e a k  o f G o d  s in c e  the T im e  o f A y a c u c h o ?”  th e  P e ru v ia n  
th e o lo g ia n  G. G u tie r re z  m a d e  a  r e m a rk a b le  in c u ltu ra tio n  b y  in tro d u c in g  
A u sc h w itz  in to  L a t in  A m e r ic a  u n d e r  th e  fo rm  o f „h o m e  o f  th e  d e a d ”  (the m e 
an in g  o f  A y acu ch o). In  co n c lu sio n  th e  le c tu re r  c ited  fo u r  ’ ’A u sch w itz  p r e 
c e p ts ,”  s ta r t in g  fro m  „ th in k  an d  a c t  so  th a t  A u sc h w itz  w ill n ot be  re p e a te d ” 
(T . A d orn o), n e x t  the  ’’co m m an d in g  v o ice  o f A u sc h w itz ”  in  th e  fo rm  ” do not 
g iv e  H it le r  p o sth u m o u s v ic to r ie s ”  (E . F ack e n h e im ), th en  e x p a n sio n  o f  the  
D ec a lo g u e  w ith  ” w e c an n o t re m a in  s ilen t,”  an d  f in a lly  th e  u rg e n t  c ry  o f 
Jo h n  P a u l I I  M iam i, 1987) ’’n e v e r  a g a in .”

T h e o lo g ic a l p ro b lem s w ere  ta k e n  u p  in  th e  a fte rn o o n  se ssio n , fo r  the



th eo lo g y  o f A u sch w itz  is  an  in te g ra l p a r t  o f a l l  d isc u ss io n s  on S h o ah . T h e 
P r o te s ta n t  th e o lo g ian  p ro f. S te fa n  S c h r e i n e r  fro m  H u m b o ld t U n iv e rs ity  
in  B e r lin  r e a d  a  p a p e r  e n titled  A u s c h w itz  a s  a  Q u e s t io n in g  o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
T h e o lo g ic a l  T r a d it io n .  T h e  m a tte r , so  to  sp e a k , d o es n o t con cern  a  g e o g ra p h i
c a l  p la c e , th a t  is , a  tow n  w ith  th e  P o lish  n am e  O św ięcim , b u t  a  h is to r ic a l 
p lace , a  p la c e  th a t  p la y e d  a  sp e c ia l  ro le  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  o u r cen tu ry , a  p lace  
o f  e v e n ts  w h o se  d im en sio n s to d ay  a re  e v e n  h a rd  to  con ceive. A u sch w itz  is 
a lso  a  p la c e -sy m b o l an d  e v e n  a  se t  o f sy m b o ls , a  sy m b o l o f a l l  th e  N azi 
co n c e n tra tio n  c am p s, o f a l l  p la c e s  o f e x te rm in a t io n  o f th is  typ e , b u t  ab o v e  
a ll  a  sy m b o l o f th e  h o rr ib le  e x te rm in a tio n  o f  Je w s , th e  sy m b o l o f S h o ah . 
T h e re  a re  n ot one b u t m a n y  C h ris t ia n  th eo lo g ica l trad it io n s, in  ac c o rd an c e  
w ith  the n u m b e r o f  C h u rch e s  a n d  d if fe re n c e s  o f th e o lo g ica l v ie w s a n d  con 
v ic tio n s h eld  b y  the fo llo w e rs  o f C h rist. B u t  th e se  m a n y  tra d it io n s  h av e  one 
th in g  in  com m on , n am ely , th e  ou tlo o k  on Je w s  an d  Ju d a is m . In  th is  re sp e c t  
one c an  sp e a k  o f one C h ris t ia n  th e o lo g ic a l trad it io n , w h ich  w a s  co n sp icu o u s 
f o r  its  n e a r ly  u n ch an g in g  n e g a tiv e  a t t itu d e  to w a rd  the  Je w s . W e m u st  h o
n e stly  a s k  o u rse lv e s  w h e th e r  th is  tra d it io n  h a s  an y  con n ection s w ith  the 
e x te rm in a tio n  o f  th e  Je w s , w h o se  sy m b o l is  A u sch w itz . T h e  sp e c tru m  of 
p re v io u s  a n sw e rs  ra n g e s  fro m  c a te g o r ic a l d e n ia l o f an y  co n n ection s to  the  
e q u a lly  c a te g o r ic a l s ta te m e n t th a t  su ch  co n n ectio n s e x is t .  S o m e  con ten d  th a t  
th e  h an g m e n  in  A u sc h w itz  m o tiv a te d  an d  ju s t i f ie d  th e ir  c r im e s  w ith  the 
r a c is t  id e o lo gy  o f N a tio n a l S o c ia lism , a  fo rm  of in sa n e  A r ia n  n e o -p ag an ism , 
w h ich  h ad  n o th in g  in  com m on  w ith  th e  C h ris t ia n  tra d it io n  an d  w a s  even  
a n t i-C h r is t ia n  a n d  a n tith e is t ic ; o th e rs  b e lie v e  th a t  fro m  th e  a n t i- Je w ish  
ac c e n ts  a lr e a d y  co n ta in ed  in  th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t an d  th e  a n t i- Je w ish  
p ro n o u n cem en ts re p e a te d  in  the  lo n g  trad it io n  o f th e  C h u rch  th ere  is 
a  s tr a ig h t  p a th  to  th e  g a s  c h a m b e rs  in  A u sc h w itz -B irk e n au . P ro fe sso r  
S . S c h re in e r  p e n e tra t in g ly  d isc u sse d  th ese  v ie w s, p o in tin g  ou t th e  n eed  fo r  
an d  d ire c tio n s o f th e  re o r ien ta tio n  o f  th e  C h u rch  to w a rd  J e w s  an d  Ju d a is m . 
A s  r e g a r d s  the  te x ts  o f th e  N ew  T e stam e n t, it  is  im p o rta n t to in v e stig a te  
n o t on ly  th e ir  v e rb a l  sen se , b u t a lso  to  n ote  h ow  th ey  w ere  in te rp re ted , fo r  
h ere  the sh a rp  se p a ra t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n s  a n d  the  fo llo w ers  o f Ju d a is m  b eco m es 
m o st e v id en t. A u sch w itz  c a lls  in to  q u e stio n  th e  C h ris t ia n  th e o lo g ica l t r a d i
tion , a t  le a s t  the  on e w h ich  w a s  an d  a t  t im e s  s t i l l  is  c h a ra c te r iz e d  b y  the 
’’th eo lo gy  o f  c o n tem p t” to w a rd  Je w s .  T h e  t a s k  o f th e o lo g ian s  is  to o v e rco 
m e th is  t ra d it io n  an d  to  re p la c e  it w ith  a  n ew  th eo lo g y  w ith  th e  m e ssa g e  
o f  d e e p  ’’t ie s ”  ( N o s t r a  a e t a t e ) b e tw een  C h ris t ia n ity  an d  Ju d a ism .

R e v . dr. W ald e m ar C h r o s t o w s k i  (A C T ) to o k  u p  a  r e la te d  su b je c t  
in  h is  p a p e r  T h e  M e a n in g  o f  S h o a h  f o r  th e  C h r i s t i a n  U n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  
B ib le .  T h is  u n d e rstan d in g  ta k e s  p la c e  on se v e ra l  le v e ls :  e x e g e s is ,  theology , 
a n d  h erm en eu tic s . E x e g e s is  is  n o t on ly  the c a r r ie r  o f  th e  m e an in g s  co n ta in ed  
in  th e  te x t , b u t  it  a lso  e x p r e s se s  the d e term in an ts , p o ss ib ilit ie s , a n d  n eed s 
o f the  e x e g e te s , w h o  in  th e ir  e x p la n a tio n s  b r in g  ou t p a r t  o f th e ir  ow n id e n 
tity . In  sp ite  o f th e  ra n g e  an d  d iv e r s ity  o f sch o o ls  a n d  tren d s, C h r is t ia n  
e x e g e s is  h a s  m an y  fu n d a m e n ta l com m on  fe a tu re s . O ne o f th em  is  th a t  it 
fa ith fu lly  re f le c ts  the  p o o r s ta te  o f C h r is t ia n - Je w ish  re la tio n s . S in c e  the 
w o rd  ’’J e w ”  an d  ’’Je w is h ”  too k  on  a  p e jo ra t iv e  sen se , e v e ry  b ib lic a l a llu sio n  
to th e  J e w s  g a v e  r ise  to  a n t i- Je w ish  a sso c ia t io n s . T h e  e x e g e te  o f  to d ay  can n o t 
ig n o re  th e  fa c t  th a t  n o n re lig io u s  fa c to r s  so  r e a d ily  in flu e n ce d  th e  u n d e r
s ta n d in g  an d  c o m m e n tary  o f th e  S c r ip tu re s . W hen th e  N az is  b e g a n  to  im 
p lem en t th e ir  g e n o c id a l id eo lo gy , the  C h ris t ia n  e x e g e te s  w ere  u n p re p are d  
to  m eet the  c h a lle n g e s  o f  th e ir  t im es. S in c e  in the  e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  B ib le  
th e re  w ere  e x p re ss io n s  o f  p r e ju d ic e  ro o te d  in  the  co n sc io u sn e ss  an d  su b -  
co n sc io u sn e ss  o f C h ris tian s , it  is  th e  f i r s t  o rd e r  o f b u s in e ss  to  w o rk  out 
a  n ew  im ag e  o f J e w s  an d  Ju d a is m . T h e  p o stu la te  o f  a  n ew  e x e g e s is  co m es 
n o t fro m  th e  w ish  to m a k e  an y  c h a n g e s  in  th e  h o ly  te x t  b u t fro m  th e  n ew  
se n sit iv ity  o f  C h r is t ia n s  th a t  h a s  com e ab o u t a s  a  re su lt  o f Sh o ah . O ne m u st
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a t  th e  sam e  t im e  in v e s tig a te  w h eth er an d  to  w h a t e x te n t  the  en tire  C h ri
s t ia n  th eo logy  re fle c te d  a n d  a t  th e  sa m e  t im e  m o u ld ed  the  p oo r s ta te  of 
r e la tio n s  w ith  J e w s  an d  Ju d a is m . A ll th e o lo g ica l a n t i- Ju d a is m  c u ltiv a te d  
a f t e r  S h o ah  tu rn s  in to  a  se r io u s  in d ic tm e n t o f th eo logy  an d  in tro d u c e s  a  d i
le m m a in to  it. F o r  c o u n tle ss  th o u sa n d s  o f J e w s  the  H eb rew  B ib le  w a s  the 
la s t  c o m rad e  on  the  w a y  to  a  h o rr ib le  d eath . In  th e  e y es  o f th e  C h ris t ia n  
th e re  is  a n  id e n tity  o f the f a t e  o f m illio n s  o f J e w s  an d  th e  fa te  o f J e s u s ,  
w h ich  e n ab le s  h im  to  fu lly  a p p re c ia te  the Je w ish  m a rty rd o m  an d  h a s  n o 
th in g  in  com m on  w ith  the  ’’C h ris t ia n iz a tio n ”  o r ’’a p p ro p r ia tio n ” o f  Sh o ah . 
T h e  tra d it io n  o f a n t i- Ju d a is m  in  C h r is t ia n  th eo logy  a n d  p ra c t ic e  o f l ife  h a s  
g r e a t  h erm en eu tic  v a lu e . I t  is  o b v io u s th a t  H it le r ’s  a rg u m e n ta t io n  ju s t ify in g  
th e  e x term in a tio n  o f the  J e w s  w a s  r a c is t  an d  an ti-C h r is t ia n . B u t  th e  N az is  
e a g e r ly  m a d e  u se  o f the  a n t i- Je w ish  ten d en c ie s ro o ted  in  th e  C h ris t ia n  t r a 
d itio n  an d  e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  B ib le , an d  C h r is t ia n  th eo lo g y  in  th e  p a s t  h ad  
lo s t  too m u ch  on acco u n t o f i ts  p e r s is te n t  d e p re ca tio n  o f Ju d a is m . In  loo k in g  
fo r  w a y s  to d e fin e  its  ow n a t t itu d e  to w a rd  Ju d a ism , th eo logy  to d ay  does 
th is  th ro u gh  the  p o w er o f th e  in te rn a l d y n am ism  of th e  G o sp e l an d  n ot b y  
t re a t in g  S h o ah  a s  a  n e w  th e o lo g ic a l p r in c ip le .

T h e  f ir s t  d a y  o f the  d e lib e ra t io n s  en d ed  w ith  a  d isc u ssio n  o f the  p a r t i 
c ip a n ts  an d  E w a  J o z w i a k ’s  co m m u n iq u e  S h o a h  in  th e  T e a c h in g  o f J o h n  
P a u l  I I .  T h e  pop e  fro m  P o lan d  h a s  m ad e  a  g r e a t  co n tr ib u tio n  to  the  d e v e 
lo p m en t o f  th e  C h r is t ia n - Je w ish  d ia lo g u e  a n d  to  o v erco m in g  th e  p a in fu l 
p a s t  in  re la tio n s  b e tw e en  th e  C h u rch  a n d  th e  S y n ag o g u e . T h e  a u th o re ss  r e 
c a lle d  th e  p a p a l  p ro n o u n cem en ts m en tio n in g  the e x te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  Je w s  
a s  a  h is to r ic a l fa c t , an a ly z in g  th e  c a u se s  o f  the  e x te rm in a tio n  (ra c ism  an d  
an ti-S e m it ism ), e x p r e ss in g  so lid a r ity  w ith  J e w s  an d  p o in tin g  out the m e ssa g e  
a n d  se n se  o f C h r is t ia n  re fle c tio n  on S h o ah . T o  re c a ll  S h o ah , ac c o rd in g  to 
Jo h n  P a u l I I , m e an s ” to  h av e  h ope th a t  it w ill n e v e r  b e  re p e a te d  a n d  to do 
e v e ry th in g  p o ss ib le  to  p re v e n t  it fro m  b e in g  re p e a te d .”

T h e d e lib e ra tio n s  o f th e  seco n d  d a y  w ere  le ad  b y  B p . p ro f. H en ry k  M  u- 
s  z y  n s к  i, c h a irm a n  o f the  C o m m issio n  o f th e  P o lish  E p isc o p a te  fo r  the 
D ia lo g u e  w ith  Ju d a is m . T h e  au th o r  o f th e  f ir s t  p a p e r , e n tit le d  H a g g a d a  
H o lo c a u s t :  T e l l in g  ab o u t th e  H o lo c a u s t , w a s  R a b b i dr. B y ro n  L . S h e r w i n ,  
v ic e -c h a irm a n  o f S p e r tu s  C o llege  o f J u d a ic a  in  C h icago . In  th e ir  re fle c tio n s 
on A u sch w itz  sc h o la rs  h a v e  su p p lie d  u s w ith  m u ch  in fo rm atio n  an d  m an y  
th eo r ie s. O ften , w hen  w e  h e a r  som eo n e  sp e a k  ab o u t the H o lo cau st, w e can  
f in d  ou t m ore  ab o u t w ho is  sp e a k in g  th an  ab o u t th e  f ig u re s  an d  e v e n ts  of 
th e  s to ry  to ld . W hen w e o b se rv e  h ow  Je w s  to d ay , e sp e c ia lly  A m e r ic an  an d  
I s r a e l i  Je w s , re la te  the  h is to ry  o f th e  H o lo cau st, w e  see  h ow  th ey  u n d e r
s ta n d  th is  s to ry  an d  how  th ey  u n d e rsta n d  th e m se lv e s . T h e b a s ic  fe a tu re  
an d  n e c e ss ity  o f  th e  Je w is h  e x is te n c e  a f t e r  th e  H o lo cau st b e cam e  the  s tr iv in g  
o f th e  Je w s  to su rv iv e  co u p led  w ith  re lia n c e  on th e m se lv e s  fo r  th e ir  ow n 
se c u r ity  an d  su rv iv a l .  T h e  A m e r ic an  Je w s  p e rce iv e  th e m se lv e s  a s  J e w s  of 
a  n ew  k in d , w ho h av e  le ft  b eh in d  E u ro p e  an d  the m em o ry  o f p e rse c u tio n s, 
m a ssa c re s , an d  o p p ressio n . I s r a e li  J e w s  a lso  p e rce iv e  th e m se lv e s  a s  J e w s  
o f a  n ew  k in d , p ro fe s s in g  th a t  it is  b e tte r  to  die f ig h tin g  th a n  to  a llo w  
th e m se lv e s  to  be  p u sh ed  in to  g a s  c h a m b e rs  an d  to ac c e p t  d e a th  p a ss iv e ly . 
F o r  one a n d  the o th er the  sto ry  o f  th e  H o lo ca u st  b e co m e s a  p ro b le m  th a t  
le a d s  to  a  lo g ic a lly  c o n tra d ic to ry  b u t p sy c h o lo g ic a lly  c o n siste n t re a c tio n : on 
th e  one h an d  th ey  ac c e p t w h a t  h ap p en ed , th o u gh  th ey  do n o t id e n tify  w ith  
it, b u t on the o th er h an d  th e y  re je c t  w h a t  h ap p en e d  b y  id e n ty fy in g  w ith  it. 
T h e  m a in  Je w is h  re sp o n se  to  th e  H o lo ca u st  i s  e x p r e sse d  b y  th e  m o tto : ’’N e v e r  
a g a in !”  In s te a d  o f ta lk in g  a b o u t  m arty rd o m , a s  w a s  done d u r in g  th e  tim e o f 
p re v io u s  p e rse c u tio n s, J e w s  to d ay  e m p h asize  an o th er s id e  o f th e  s to ry  —  
re s is ta n c e  an d  h ero ism . T h e  v ie w  th a t  s u rv iv a l  c an  b e  a s su r e d  on ly  b y  r e 
ly in g  co m p le te ly  on th e m se lv e s  p ro m p te d  the Je w s  to  tra n s fo rm  the  sto ry  
o f th e  H o lo cau st  in to  a  s to ry  o f  J e w s  b e tra y e d  b y  n o n -Je w s. I t  b e ca m e  n e-



c e s sa ry  to p ro v e  th a t  th e  h isto ry  o f a n t i-S e m it ism  in  E u ro p e  in e x o ra b ly  le d  
to  th e  H o lo cau st  an d  th a t  th e  b e tr a y a l  o f the  Je w s  b y  th e ir  n o n - Je w ish  
n e ig h b o rs  in  th e  co u n tr ie s  w h ere  th ey  re s id e d  m a d e  p o ssib le  w h a t  the N az is  
did . B o th  th e  I s r a e l i  an d  th e  A m e r ic an  Je w s  ac c e p te d  the sa m e  p re m ise , 
i.e., th e  la c k  o f p o ss ib ility  fo r  th e  l ife  o f J e w s  in  E u ro p e . N ot on ly  the  v is io n  
o f  th e  p a s t  ch an ged , b u t  a lso  th e  p ro g ra m  fo r  the  p re se n t an d  th e  fu tu re . 
T h e  le c tu re r  q u e stio n e d  the  con v iction  in  th e  r ig h tn e ss  o f th e  s u rv iv a l  o f 
th e  J e w s  fo r  th e  s a k e  o f su rv iv a l  a lo n e  a s  the  d o m in an t id e o lo g y  an d  b a s i s  
fo r  ac tio n  an d  po licy  in  th e  co n te m p o ra ry  w orld . F o r  th is  in e x o ra b ly  le a d s  
to  se c u la r iz a tio n . T h e  ’’n ew ”  J e w  is  a  se c u la r iz e d  J e w  w h o is m o re  in te re 
s te d  in  p a s s in g  on h is  eth n ic, n a tio n a l, a n d  c u ltu ra l v a lu e s  th an  h is  sp ir i
tu a l  an d  re lig io u s  ones. A g a in st  th is  b ac k g ro u n d  R a b b i S h e rw in  took  sto ck  
o f th e  p o st-H o lo c a u st  Je w ish  th eo lo g y  a n d  m a d e  com m en ts on P o lish - Je w ish  
re la tio n s . H e e m p h asize d  th a t  the  h isto ry  o f th e  P o lish  Je w is h  c o m m u n ity  
is  p a r t  o f th e  com m on  h e r ita g e  o f J e w s  o f P o lish  o r ig in  an d  P o lish  C ath o lic s .

Dr. S ta n is la w  K r a j e w s k i  (W arsaw ) re a d  a  p a p e r  A u s c h w itz  a s  
a  C h a l le n g e ,  In  h is  opin ion , th e  is su e  o f the  con ven t in O św ięc im  is  not the 
m o st im p o rta n t  th in g  in  itse lf , b u t  th e  co n tro v e rsy  re v e a le d  d e e p e r  p ro b lem s. 
T h e f ir s t  one is  m in im iz in g  the  Je w is h  d im en sio n  o f th e  cam p . F o r tu n a te ly , 
m u ch  a lr e a d y  h a s  b een  don e to sh o w  v is ito r s  th a t  the  v a s t  m a jo r ity  o f the 
v ic tim s  w ere  Je w s . T h e  secon d , m ore  d if f ic u lt  p ro b lem  to o v erco m e  is  the 
b an a liz a t io n  o f th is  p lace . T h e  th ird  one is  the  an o n y m ity  o f th e  v ic tim s, 
an d  the  fo u rth  one th e  e v il  th a t  se e m s to  e m a n a te  fro m  it. C ath o lic  a tte m p ts  
to overco m e th ese  p ro b lem s a r e  fu lly  ju s t if ie d , b u t e v e n  w ith o u t an y  b a d  
in ten tio n s th ey  c an  th rea te n  Je w s .  T h is  h ap p e n s  w h en  the  on ly  re p re se n ta 
t iv e s  o f th e  v ic tim s b eco m e F r . M a x im ilia n  K o lb e  a n d  S r . E d ith  S te in  an d  
w h en  th e  m u rd e r  in  th e  g a s  c h a m b e rs  is  g iv e n  a  re d e m p tiv e  se n se  b y  se e in g  
th e  m u rd e re d  a s  s a c r if ic e s  m a d e  to  G od. T h e  d e e p e st  le v e l o f d isc u ssio n  on 
A u sc h w itz  is  th eo lo g ica l. T h e re  is  no e sc a p e  fro m  th eo lo g y  e v en  in  su ch  a s  
m a tte r  a s  th e  in scr ip tio n  on th e  m on u m en t in B rz e z in k a ; the  r e p re se n ta t iv e  
o f  th e  o rg an iza tio n  o f fo rm e r  p r iso n e r s  in it ia l ly  o p p o sed  p la c in g  an  q u o ta tio n  
fro m  th e  B ib le  th e re  b y  s ta t in g  th a t  ” G o d  w a s  n o t th ere  th en ” . K r a je w s k i  
a lso  su g g e ste d  a  m odel o f re la tio n s  in  o ccu p ied  P o lan d  am o n g  G e rm an s, J e w s ,  
a n d  P o le s  (so -c a lle d  ’’A r ia n ”  P o les). T h e se  a r e  th ree  se p a r a te  re la tio n s : b e 
tw een  G e rm a n s  an d  Je w s  (m u rd erin g), b e tw een  G e rm an s  an d  P o le s  ( s u b ju 
g a tio n  an d  terro r), an d  b e tw e en  P o le s  an d  J e w s  (to b e  a  w itn ess). A n y  re 
du ctio n  o f th is  t r ia d  to  tw o  o f i ts  e le m en ts le a d s  to g r e a t  f a ls if ic a t io n s ;  e ith e r  
to  p u ttin g  Je w s  an d  P o les in to  one s a c k  a s  th e  e q u a l v ic tim s  o f th e  N az is , 
o r  to  p e rce iv in g  the  G e rm an s  an d  P o le s  a s  e q u a l p e r se c u to r s  o f the Je w s , 
or to  p a ir in g  th e  G e rm a n s  an d  Je w s , id e n tif ie d  w ith  B o lsh e v ik s , a s  e q u a l 
e n e m ie s  o f th e  P o les.

N e x t  R ev . p ro f. M ich ał C z a j k o w s k i  (A C T ) v iv id ly  an d  w ith  in v o lv e 
m en t d isc u sse d  T h e  M e a n in g  o f  S h o a h  fo r  th e  P o l i s h  P a s t o r a t e ,  H e s ta r te d  
b y  e x p la in in g  th a t  th e  re fle c tio n  o f P o lish  C h r is t ia n s  on A u sch w itz  re v e a ls  
n o t d o lo r ism  b u t  a  n ew  se n sit iv ity  to w a rd  the Je w s  an d  to w a rd  e v e ry  p e r 
son . In  th e  c o n te x t o f  v a r io u s  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f a n t i-S e m it ism  th e  C h u rch  
is o b lig a te d  to sp e a k  u p  on th is  m a tte r , fo r  both  e th ic a l an d  fo r  th e o lo g ica l 
re a so n s. E v e ry th in g  m u st  be  done to  ro o t ou t once an d  fo r  a l l  e le m e n ts  o f  
co n tem p t fo u n d  in  teach in g , ca te c h e sis , p re ac h in g  an d  e v e n  the litu rg y . The 
le c tu re r  n o ted  th a t  a  lo t s t i l l  re m a in s  to  b e  don e an d  a rg u e d  th a t  the  o ff ic ia l  
re p re se n ta t iv e s  o f th e  C h u rch  o u gh t to b eco m e e v en  m ore  ac t iv e  m  jo in in g  
th e  in te rre lig io u s  d ia lo g u e . H e m en tion ed  th e  p o s it iv e  an d  th e  n e g a tiv e  
v o ic e s  th a t  a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  the p u b lic a tio n  o f the L e t t e r  o f  th e  E p i s c o p a t e  
o n  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  th e  2 5 th  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  « N o s t r a  a e t a t e » a n d  g a v e  so m e  
su g g e st io n s  fo r  the a p p ro a c h in g  I I  P le n a ry  Sy n o d .

T h e  p a p e r s  w ere  fo llo w ed  b y  in te re st in g  d isc u ssio n s  th a t  sh o w ed  th a t  
th e  n e w  a t titu d e  h ad  g a in e d  c o n sid e rab le  su p p o rt  am o n g  P o lish  C a th o lic s .



T h e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  w ere  in fo rm e d  ab o u t th e  c re a tio n  o f  th e  P o lish  C o u n cil o f 
C h r is t ia n s  an d  Je w s  a f f i l ia te d  w ith  th e  In te rn a tio n a l C o u n c il o f C h r is t ia n s  
a n d  Je w s  ( IC C J) . R ev . M . C z a jk o w sk i re n e w e d  th e  su g g e st io n  th a t  h ad  b een  
m a d e  d u r in g  la s t  y e a r ’s  sy m p o siu m  on  c re a tin g  a  d a y  o f b ro th erh o o d  of 
C h r is t ia n s  a n d  Je w s , su g g e st in g  th a t  th is  cou ld  b e  one o f th e  d a y s  ju s t  b e fo re  
th e  E cu m e n ic a l D ay  c e le b ra te d  in  J a n u a r y  o r the D ay  o f E x te rm in a tio n  
c e le b ra te d  b y  th e  J e w s  in  A p ril . T h e  sy m p o siu m  w a s  c lo se d  w ith  th e  w o rd s 
o f  th e  g u e s t  fro m  th e  V a tica n , R e v . P . F . F  u  m  a  g  a  11 i, w h o  s tr e s se d  the 
d e e p  co m m itm en t o f Jo h n  P a u l  I I  to  the  d ia lo g u e  an d  e m p h as ize d  th e  n eed  
o f a  n ew  th e o lo g ica l ou tlo o k  on Ju d a i s m  an d  se tt in g  u p  m u tu a l re la tio n s  
on  a  n ew  b a s is .

T h e  sy m p o siu m  g a th e re d  a b o u t  200 p e rso n s, in c lu d in g  m a n y  p ro m in e n t 
in d iv id u a ls  an d  p ro m o to rs  o f  d ia lo g u e . In  ad d itio n  to th e  p e r so n s  m en tion ed , 
th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  in c lu d e d  m ore  th a n  a  dozen  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  h ad  a tte n d e d  
th e  co n feren ce  th a t  h ad  e n d e d  th e  d a y  b e fo re  e n tit le d  T h e  T h e o lo g y  o f  
A u s c h w itz  o rg an ize d  b y  the I C C J ,  T h e  C o m m issio n  of the P o lish  E p isc o 
p a te  fo r  th e  D ia lo g u e  w ith  Ju d a is m , an d  th e  C lu b  o f th e  C ath o lic  In te ll i
g e n ts ia  in  C raco w .
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