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During World War II, the main aim of the Polish President, the Polish 
Government in Exile, the Polish Armed Forces in Exile and the Polish Army 
in occupied Poland was to regain full sovereignty, independence and territo
rial integrity of the Polish state. The achievement of tha t goal was deter
mined not only by the defeat of the Third Reich but also by the policies 
exercised by the USSR, one of aggressors who dismembered the Second 
Republic of Poland in September 1939 and later joined the Great Coalition. 
During the war, Soviet policies addressing Poland’s quest for independence 
posed the greatest legal challenge for the Polish Government in Exile and its 
home divisions. The Western Allies approached the political aspects of that 
struggle with a vast degree of ambiguity.

The complexity of the problem in Polish foreign policy resulted from the 
fact tha t upon Germany’s invasion of Russia on 22 June 1941, the Soviet 
Union automatically broke off its close alliance with Hitler, becoming the key 
member of the anti-German camp. In the years tha t followed, the Soviet 
army engaged the German (and not only) forces in a series of battles that 
inflicted a devastating blow on the military and economic potential of the 
Third Reich and its allies. The Red Army’s continued success gave impetus to 
the Soviet Union’s expansive, imperial foreign policy. The Soviets launched 
aggressive propaganda campaigns which undermined Poland’s right to sover
eignty and territorial integrity in the Eastern Borderlands1. Those measures

1 W. M atersk i., Zerw anie  stosunków  polsko-sow ieckich  in: H istoria  dyplom acji polskiej, ed. 
W. Michowicz, vol. 5: 1939-1945 , W arszaw a 1999, pp. 319-387; idem , N a  widecie. I I  R zeczpo
spolita  wobec Sow ietów  1918-1943, W arszaw a 2005, pp. 655-701.
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weakened Poland’s efforts to protect its rights in the east. The Western 
Allies turned a blind eye on Poland’s struggle in fear of severing their 
relations with Moscow2, especially since they failed to open a second theater 
of war3.

The vast disproportions in Poland’s and the USSR’s military and eco
nomic potential detracted from the government-in-exile’s significance in the 
Allied camp. Owing to British and American war strategies, President Racz- 
kiewicz and the successive prime ministers (Sikorski and Mikołajczyk) found 
their efforts to protect Polish sovereignty in the eastern territories not only 
difficult but, in the contemporary military reality, completely impossible and 
futile. The Western Allies’ attitudes towards the Polish problem were best 
illustrated during the breakthrough period in Polish-Soviet relations in April 
1943 when the Germans had discovered a mass grave of Polish officers 
murdered by the NKVD in 1940 in Smolensk4.

The USSR’s decision to break off diplomatic relations was a powerful 
blow for the Polish authorities and their struggle to secure Polish rights in 
the Eastern Borderlands. This problem took on a new significance in the face 
of suspicions tha t the Soviet army would be the first to enter the territory of 
the Nazi-occupied Poland. In the second half of 1943, Polish-Soviet relations 
did not focus entirely on the Eastern Borderlands, but they also addressed 
rudimentary issues, namely Poland’s independence which, despite Poland’s 
efforts on the anti-German front, became highly debatable in the face of 
Russia’s increasingly blatant imperial ambitions.

The Red Army’s advance towards Poland’s pre-war borders was one of 
the key problems facing the Polish Government in Exile and, above all, its 
factions in the occupied country. The Polish underground movement, in par
ticular the Polish Underground State, became divided over the m atter at the 
turn  of 1943 and 1944. The differences concerned the structure of the con
spiracy movement which was to be preserved in the face of the encroaching 
troops of “our allies’ ally”.

2 J .  T ebinka J ., P olityka  brytyjska  wobec prob lem u  granicy  polsko-radzieckiej 1939-1945 , 
W arszaw a 1998, passim ; M. H ałas , Goście czy in tru z i? R zą d  p o lsk i na  uchodźstw ie. W rzesień 
1939 -  lipiec 1943, W arszaw a 1996, passim .

3 According to  th e  W estern  Allies, th e re  w as a  th re a t  of a  rep ea ted  scenario  from  1918 
w hen  R u ssia  an d  G erm any h a d  signed a  peace treaty . In  th e  absence of Anglo-Saxon arm ies on 
th e  con tinen t, th e  W estern  Allies w ere p a rticu la rly  cau tious no t to g en era te  tension  in  th e ir  
re la tio n s w ith  R ussia.

4 Z b ro d n ia  ka ty ń sk a  w św ietle  d o kum en tów , ed. J .  M ackiewicz, L ondyn 1982, p. 85; 
W. M atersk i, Zerw anie  stosunków ..., p. 374; idem , N a  widecie..., p. 701; E. D uraczyński, R zą d  
P olski n a  uchodźstw ie 1939-1945. O rganizacja, personalia , p o lityka , W arszaw a 1993, p. 222; 
cf: P ra w dziw a  h istoria  Polaków. Ilustrow ane w ypisy źródłow e 1939-1945, ed. D. Baliszew ski, 
A.K. K u nert, vol. 2: 1943-1944, W arszaw a 1999, p. 1005; Andrzej K. K u n e rt an d  D ariusz  
B aliszew ski suggest th e  d a te  of 11 A pril 1943; for m ore in form ation  on th e  discovery of the 
m ass grave, re fer to: A. Pau l, K atyń. S ta lin o w ska  m a sakra  i tr y u m f pra w d y , W arszaw a 2003, 
pp. 197-209.
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The strategy to be adopted in the event of a Soviet invasion was one of 
the key points of a national uprising plan developed by the 3rd Division of 
the General Command of the Union of Armed Struggle (KG ZWZ) and the 
Commander-in-Chiefs Headquarters. In the initial uprising plan, “Opera
tions Report No. 54”, forwarded to London on 5 February 1941, KG ZWZ 
accounted for the threat to insurgent operations tha t could be posed by the 
second occupant, USSR, on the anti-Nazi front5. A defense strategy account
ing for the Red Army’s hostility towards the insurgents had been developed 
before the Soviet-German war in a completely different political reality. The 
Soviet occupation of Poland’s Eastern Borderlands plunged the USSR and the 
Second Republic of Poland into a state of war, and the Red Army’s potential 
advance was perceived as the greatest threat to Polish military efforts and 
quest for independence both from the political and the military perspective. 
After 22 June 1941, Polish territory was occupied by only one aggressor, and 
the signing of the Sikorski-Mayski agreement completely changed the initial 
concept of the anti-German uprising in Poland6. The USSR’s attitude to the 
military and political strategies of the Polish Underground State was an 
important consideration in the decision-making process both for the Govern
ment in Exile and its domestic divisions. Despite the fact tha t Poland and 
the Soviet Union had established official diplomatic relations, tha t a Polish 
army was being organized in the USSR and that both countries were mem
bers of the same political and military camp, by 1942, the command of the 
Polish Army in exile7 and at home feared the military and political conse
quences of the Red Army’s invasion of Poland. On 22 June 1942, General

5 M. Ney-Krwawicz, Koncepcje p o w stan ia  powszechnego n a  ziem iach  po lsk ich  in: Operacja 
“B u rza ” i P ow stanie W arszaw skie 1944, ed. K. Kom orowski, W arszaw a 2004, pp. 68-71 ; idem , 
Koncepcje w a lki i po w sta n ia  in: A rm ia  Krajowa. Szkice  z  dziejów  S ił  Zbrojnych Polskiego P a ń st
w a Podziem nego, ed. K. Kom orowski, W arszaw a 1999, pp. 207-212; see also: idem , Koncepcje 
w a lk i  A r m i i  K ra jo w e j  in : W ła d ze  R P  n a  o b c zy źn ie  p o d c za s  I I  w o jn y  św ia to w e j,  ed. 
Z. B łażyński, L ondyn 1994, pp. 527-533.

6 In  “P erso n a l an d  classified in stru c tio n s for th e  n a tio n a l com m ander” of 8 M arch  1942", 
C om m ander-in-C hief g en era l S ikorski a rg u ed  th a t  th e  possib ility  of a  Polish-Soviet tre a ty  
should be ta k e n  in to  account in  operation  p lans; A rm ia  K rajow a w d okum en tach  1939-1945, 
vol. 2: V I 1941 -  I V  1943, W rocław -W arszaw a-K raków  1990, p. 202.

7 In  h is  in stru c tio n s addressed  to  G enera l Rowecki (“R akoń”, “K alin a”, “G ro t”), G eneral 
S ikorsk i noted  th a t  th e  Soviet arm y, p ressu red  by G erm an  forces, could lau n ch  a  co u n te ra ttack  
a lread y  in  1942. As th e  re su lt “G erm any w ould be defeated , an d  th e  R u ssian  a rm y  w ound en te r 
G erm an  territo ry , p a rtia lly  th ro u g h  P oland”. S ikorsk i em phasized  th a t  if  th e  envisioned s itu a 
tion  w ere to tak e  place, “we w ould be unab le  to actively  coun terac t th e  R u ss ian  troops en te rin g  
Poland  in  p u rsu it  of th e  w ith d raw in g  G erm an  army. The S ta te  an d  th e  Polish  A rm ed Forces a t 
Hom e could be effectively re in s ta ted  only if  R u ss ia  w ere to act in  good w ill to fulfill the 
u n d e rta k en  obligations [...]”. G enera l S ikorsk i observed th a t  an ti-R u ssian  cam paigns could be 
com pletely incom prehensib le for th e  W estern  Allies; therefore, th ey  could be subjected to acute 
criticism , and  th ey  could be used  by th e  Soviets a s  a  p re tex t to “b re a k  off th e  ag reem en t and 
occupy our C ountry. This could lead  to u n n ecessa ry  bloodshed”. N onetheless, “we should  be 
fully p repared  w hen  th e  Bolsheviks encroach in to  our te rrito ry ”, argued  Sikorski, and  th e  Polish 
Arm ed Forces a t  Home would stage a  m ilita ry  a ttack  ag a in st G erm an troops; ib idem , p. 203.
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Rowecki, Commander of the Home Army, forwarded “Report No. 132. Poland’s 
position on Russia and our options in the eastern territories”8 to the Com
mander-in-Chief. The report listed issues that had a decisive impact on Polish 
operation plans in the Soviet front. General Rowecki wrote that “Russia al
ways has been and always will be our enemy”9. In “Instructions 1111/42”, 
Rowecki recommended the observance of the provisions of the Sikorski- 
Mayski agreement in the Polish army’s operation plans, and referred to the 
agreement as “a tool in the battle against Germany. The agreement was not 
a manifestation of the Poles’ and the Bolsheviks’ free will, but it was im
posed on both parties by the German invasion of Russia”10. Rowecki thus 
implied tha t political guarantees would not offer real protection to Polish 
interests in the event of the Red Army’s advance. In the “Kalina” report, he 
analyzed three hypothetical case scenarios in the eastern front, he described 
their impact on the planned uprising and the ensuing threat from the Soviet 
armed forces. As regards the most pessimistic third variant which envisaged 
the Soviet army’s victory over German forces and the USSR’s advance into 
Europe in the footsteps of withdrawing Nazi troops, General Rowecki was of the 
opinion that an armed struggle should not be initiated against the Germans. He 
argued that the German occupation would be swiftly replaced by Soviet mili
tary control. The following recommendations were formulated in the “Kalina” 
report: protecting state administration by appointing the Government Dele
gate for Poland, his cabinet and public security agencies (National Security 
Corps /PKB/ and Internal Affairs Department /DSW/), keeping the Polish 
army in exile and refraining from exposing the Home Army11. The possibility 
of armed retaliation against Soviet aggression could not be ruled out12.

Although the USSR was listed in the “allies”13 section of the successive 
uprising plan detailed in “Orientation report No. 154”, developed by the

8 Ibidem , pp. 273-278.
9 Ibidem , p. 273.

10 Ibidem , p. 274.
11 According to G enera l Rowecki “The Hom e A rm y w ould em erge from  h id in g  only w hen 

we have  a  sufficient g u a ran tee  th a t  Moscow will be loyal, an d  th a t  it w ill no t h in d er our efforts 
to  re s to re  a n  in d ep e n d en t P o lish  R epublic”. T he Soviets w ere  expected  to provide such 
a  g u a ran tee  a s  th e  re su lt of th e  efforts u n d e rta k en  by th e  Polish  G overnm ent in  Exile on the 
in te rn a tio n a l a re n a  w ith  th e  full involvem ent of th e  W estern  Allies; ibidem , p. 275.

12 According to th e  G enera l C om m and of th e  Hom e Army, a n  a rm ed  re ta lia tio n  w as p a r t 
of th e  th ird  option d u rin g  th e  an ti-G erm an  rising . W hen  faced w ith  th e  th re a t  of being  d is
a rm ed  by th e  approach ing  Soviet troops, th e  Polish  A rm ed Forces a t  Hom e sta tio n ed  in  the 
in su rg en t base  (the  “redoub t”) w ould tak e  m ilita ry  action  to shake  th e  conscience of th e  W est 
an d  give a  c lear answ er to B rita in ’s an d  th e  USA’s position on th e  Polish-Soviet conflict. 
Rowecki did no t su p p o rt th is  scenario  because i t  w ould im ply  P oland’s defeat, nevertheless 
“even if  we a re  in  for a  hopeless fight, we can ’t  give it  up  on account of our responsib ility  to the  
fu tu re  g en era tio n s”; ibidem , p. 277.

13 Rowecki w rote: “R ussia . I consider it to be a n  a lly  only for form al reasons, an d  I deeply 
believe th a t  R ussia  w ill d em o n stra te  a  hostile  a tt i tu d e  to Po land  as soon a s  i t  h a s  regained  its  
s tre n g th  [...]”; ibidem , p. 332.
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General Command of the Home Army on 8 September 1942, the author of 
the “Kalina” report demonstrated a highly cautious, if not pessimistic, ap
proach to the Soviet invasion of Poland. General Rowecki was of the opinion 
that the Red Army’s advance into Poland would ultimately end in yet another 
occupation which the country would not be able to resist effectively. According 
to the Home Army commander, the Polish Armed Forces should remain a part 
of the conspiracy movement, and their existence could be communicated to the 
public only upon the commander-in-chief’s explicit orders14.

As the eastern front advanced towards Poland’s pre-war borders, the 
Soviet threat became a predominant topic of debate in the underground 
movement’s plans to stage an anti-German uprising15. In radiogram messa
ges forwarded in 1943, General Rowecki proposed to replace the plans detailed 
in reports No. 54 and 154 with a series of local uprisings. Leaving aside the 
military considerations, in particular the combat potential of the Polish 
Armed Forces on the German front, the purpose of an armed struggle was to 
manifest the “Polishness” of the Eastern Borderlands. In the face of USSR’s 
increasingly brutal territorial claims16, this concept became a crucial motiva
tor underlying the Polish military effort. The local uprising concept proposed 
by General Rowecki was approved by the Commander-in-Chief who wrote in 
a telegram of 25 March 1943 tha t in the event of the Red Army’s invasion, 
only the civilian administration should be revealed, whereas Home Army 
troops exposed during military struggle against the Germans should be 
“withdrawn deeper into the country to prevent their destruction”17.

The USSR’s decision to break off diplomatic ties with Poland was a clear 
sign of the Soviets’ true intentions towards Poland, in particular on the eve 
of the Red Army’s invasion of Poland’s eastern territories. On 25 April 1943, 
the former Soviet ally became the “our allies’ ally”, and this fact had 
a significant bearing on emergency scenarios developed by the Polish author
ities. The Polish government had to swiftly develop clear guidelines for 
facing the Soviet army and preserving Poland’s sovereignty. This urgent 
need was communicated by General Rowecki18 in his telegrams to the Com-

14 Ibidem , p. 333.
15 According to G enera l Rowecki’s rep o rt of 26 F eb ru a ry  1943, th e  o u tb reak  of th e  u p ris

ing  should be coordinated  w ith  “th e  encroachm ent of th e  R u ss ian  arm y, r a th e r  th a n  th e  col
lapse of G erm any”; ibidem , p. 423; see also: M. Ney- Krwawicz, Koncepcje p o w sta n ia ..., p. 78; 
idem , Koncepcje w a l k i . ,  p. 216; idem , Koncepcje w a lki A rm ii K r a jo w e j . ,  pp. 540-541.

16 Ref. W. M atersk i, N a  w idecie..., pp. 685-700.
17 A rm ia  K rajow a w d o k u m e n ta c h . , vol. 2, pp. 485-486.
18 In  th e  te leg ram  of 19 Ju n e  1943, h e  w rote: “W hereas I am  fully aw are  th a t  our Soviet 

policy is w rough t w ith  problem s, I find i t  difficult to  keep  tra c k  of th e  sudden  an d  unexpected  
tw ists in  political re la tions. In  th e  underg ro u n d  world, every  change of o rders is ex trem ely  
difficult to execute, an d  w hen  it comes to th e  e a s te rn  borderlines -  it is p ractica lly  im possible. 
[...]. I can  com m and th e  a rm y  to adopt only one a tt i tu d e  tow ards th e  R u ssian s a t  a  tim e”; 
A rm ia  K rajow a w dokum en tach  1939-1945, vol. 3: I V  1943 -  V II  1944, W rocław -W arszaw a- 
-K rak ó w  1990, p. 29. According to “K alin a”, a  defensive position  defined in  a  cohesive and  
logical m an n e r w ould lay  th e  foundations for a  fu r th e r  p lan  of action  w hich  w ould be consisten t 
w ith  th e  operations on th e  an ti-G erm an  front; ibidem , p. 32.
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mander-in-Chief. Based on the former Soviet policy addressing Poland, 
Rowecki argued tha t Poland should adopt “an active and defensive stance, 
therefore, a generally hostile stance” towards the USSR19.

The General Command of the Home Army became clearly divided over 
the Polish-Russian issue in 1943, in particular in the second half of the year. 
The General Commander of the Polish Army, General Komorowski -  Bór, 
Chief of Staff General Pełczyński and Colonel Irenek -  Osmecki upheld their 
uncompromising positions regarding Soviet territorial claims. They were 
clearly opposed by other Home Army officers, among them  General 
Stanisław Tatar (“Erazm”), head of the 3rd  Division of General Command, 
and lieutenant colonel Marian Drobik (“Dzięcioł”), head of the 2nd  Division of 
General Command20 , who argued tha t in consequence of Soviet victory in 
the eastern front, the Red Army would invade Poland already in the winter 
of 1943/1944. They claimed tha t Poland’s fate would be decided by the USSR, 
and any attempts to resist the Soviets would be sheer madness, a futile 
struggle aimed at saving Poland’s honor tha t would ultimately lead to the 
downfall of the Polish Underground State21 . They advocated a flexible tactic 
towards the USSR tha t would be based on a rational analysis of Poland’s 
resources in 1943 and 1944 and its ability to win the political and military 
conflict with the Soviets. The results of the analysis left no room for hope -  
every confrontation with the USSR would end in a devastating defeat of 
Poland. General Tatar and Lieutenant Colonel Drobik suggested in two sepa
rate reports tha t urgent attempts should made to reach agreement with the 
Kremlin, even at the expense of the Eastern Borderlines2 2 . In their opi
nion, the proposed solution was Poland’s only chance of establishing its own

19 Ibidem , pp. 30, 31. G enera l Rowecki a rg u ed  th a t  dep ic ting  th e  Soviets as a llies to the 
Polish  independence m ovem ent w as a  big m istake  w hich und erm in ed  th e  Polish  a rm y ’s m orale 
an d  d is in teg ra ted  social un ity ; ibidem , p. 30.

20 W. B u łhak , R aport szefa O ddzia łu  I I  K G  A K  ppłk. dypl. M a riana  D robika  “Bieżąca  
polityka  po lska  a  rzeczywistość” i spraw a jego aresztow ania (listopad-grudzień  1943) in: W ywiad  
i K on trw yw iad  A rm ii Krajowej, ed. W. B u łhak , W arszaw a 2008, pp. 15, 23-47.

21 D robik  w as of th e  opin ion th a t  con tinued  p assiv ity  w ith o u t a n y  efforts to reach  
a  b ro ad er com prom ise w ith  th e  U SSR  w as sheer m adness th a t  w as deprived of an y  logic; ref. 
P okonani w obozie zwycięzców -  o spraw ie p o lsk ie j w la tach I I  w ojny św iatow ej z  M ark iem  
K azim ierzem  K a m iń sk im  i Tadeuszem  K isielew skim  rozm aw ia ją  W ładysław  B u łh a k  i Barbara  
Polak, “B iu le ty n  IP N ” 2005, No. 5 -6 (5 2 -5 3 ), p. 40; see also: W. B u łhak , op. cit., p. 27; 
Z.S. Siem aszko, D ziałalność  generała  Tatara 1943-1949, L ublin  2004, p. 24

22 Z. S. Siem aszko, op. cit., p. 24, J .  S tepień , L ieu ten an t Colonel M arian  D robik’s m em o
ra n d u m  of N ovem ber 1943 advocating  changes in  P o land’s policy tow ards th e  USSR, “Teki 
A rchiw alne”, new  series, 2001, vol. 6 (28), pp. 173-198; The a u th o rs  of th e  m em orandum , in  
p a rticu la r  Drobik, subscribed to W inston C hurch ill’s opinion th a t  th e  Polish-Soviet conflict 
could be p e rm an en tly  pacified by  sa tisfy ing  th e  U SSR ’s te rr ito ria l claim s. M. K. K am iński 
a rg u ed  th a t  th is  line of th o u g h t offered no g u a ran tee  th a t  R u ss ia  w ould accept Polish  independ
ence a f te r  th e  w ar. The a u th o rs  of th e  m em orandum  seem ed to d isreg ard  th e  idea lis tic  founda
tions of Soviet expansionism . For th e  USSR, th e  an n ex a tio n  of P o land’s e a s te rn  te rr ito rie s  was 
no t th e  u ltim ate  goal. For critica l rem ark s  to D robik’s m em orandum , re fer to: W. B ułhak , 
op. cit., pp. 39-40 .
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overnment and rescuing everything else tha t could be saved. Generals Ko
morowski and Pełczyński23 were openly resentful of the concept and, conse
quently, the proposal was rejected by the General Command. Drobik24 was 
arrested by the Gestapo on 8 December 1943, and Tatar25 was dispatched to 
London on 14/15 April 1944 as part of operation “Bridge 1”, therefore, the 
contents of their reports did not influence the Home Army’s official position 
on Soviet claims.

The Polish Underground State’s action plan in the event of a Soviet 
invasion was based on a set of instructions forwarded by the Council of 
Ministers to the Home Army commander and the Government Delegate at 
Home on 26 October 194326. Three case scenarios were analyzed: 1) rein
statement of diplomatic relations between the government of the Republic of 
Poland and the Soviet Council of People’s Commissars, 2) continued absence 
of Polish-Soviet diplomatic relations, 3) conclusion of a separate agreement 
between the USSR and the Third Reich. According to the first, most optimis
tic variant, underground administration would officially take command over 
Polish territories, and the reinstated Polish Armed Forces at Home would 
remain a part of the conspiracy. Should the Red Army attempt to incorporate 
Polish territories into the Soviet Union, Poland would file an official com
plaint on the United Nations forum27, and the Home Army would restrict its 
operations to self-defense measures. In the event of the second scenario, the 
Polish government announced tha t “the m atter would be brought to the 
attention of the United Nations in an official protest against the violation of 
Polish sovereignty -  Soviet troops invaded Poland without consulting the 
Polish government. In its communiqué, the Polish government would also 
renounce any cooperation with the Soviets”28. The national authorities 
should remain underground, and the armed forces would act in self-defense 
in the event of Soviet repression. In the third variant, the government 
advocated the scenario tha t had already taken place before 22 June 1941 
-  civilian and military authorities should go even deeper underground, limit
ing themselves to the “most necessary acts of self-defense”29.

In the face of the Red Army’s imminent advance into Poland’s eastern 
territories, Home Army soldiers in eastern districts had to be provided with 
instructions for responding to Soviet regular and partisan troops. The com
manders of Home Army districts were given the following orders under 
Instructions No. 1300, issued on 20 November 1943 for Operation Storm:

23 W. Baliński, Człowiek w cieniu. Tadeusz Pełczyński. Zarys biografii, K raków  1994, p. 84.
24 R efer to: B ułhak , op. cit., p. 47.
25 Z.S. Siem aszko, op. cit., p. 34.
26 P ra w d ziw a ..., vol. 2, pp. 1332-1334; see also: A rm ia  K rajow a w d o ku m en ta ch ...,  vol. 3, 

pp. 182-185.
27 Ibidem , p. 1333.
28 Ibidem , p. 1334.
29 Ibidem .
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“1) Soviet partisan troops entering Polish territory should not be prevented 
from engaging in military combat with the Germans. Direct engagement 
with the Soviet enemy should be avoided. Polish troops tha t had already 
entered into a conflict with the enemy and, therefore, would be unable to 
repair their relations with the Soviets should be relocated. Our operations 
will be limited strictly to self-defense”30. Polish soldiers were advised to play 
host to the advancing Soviet troops, obstruct any attempts a t incorporating 
Home Army units into Berling’s army and obey only the orders and direc
tives given by legal Polish authorities.

The threat of the Red Army’s regular troops crossing Poland’s pre-war 
borders gave rise to yet another dilemma, namely the choice of strategy 
addressing Soviet partisan units tha t had already made their way to Po- 
land31. Home Army commanders fully recognized the problem. In a series of 
telegrams sent in October 1943, General Komorowski, Home Army com
mander, informed the Commander-in-Chief of a series of attacks staged by 
the Soviet partisans32. The problem was not solved in 1943. Komorowski was 
faced with the difficult task of protecting national interests and, at the same 
time, controlling anti-Soviet attitudes among his soldiers. In order No. 126 of 
12 January 194433, Komorowski argued that in view of the logic of war, 
Poland was unable to deny the USSR the right to fight against Germany on 
Polish territory, therefore, no such attempts would be made by the Polish 
government. Whereas Poland sanctioned the Soviet partisans’ struggle 
against the German army and administration, it would not tolerate any 
political efforts aimed against the sovereignty, independence and integrity of 
the Republic of Poland. In this regard, General Komorowski instructed his 
troops to resist any such attempts by acting in self-defense.

During the occupation, the attitude towards the Soviets was a frequent 
topic of debate in various press titles associated with the conspiracy move
ment. In 1943, with the eastern front approaching Polish territory and the 
continued absence of diplomatic relations with Russia, this issue was widely 
discussed by underground publications. Those articles were an important 
awareness-building tool which prepared soldiers and members of the con

30 Ibidem , p. 1373.
31 Zob. K. Sacewicz, C entralna p ra sa  P olski P odziem nej wobec kom un istów  po lsk ich  (1939

1945), W arszaw a 2009, pp. 135-168; idem , O braz sowieckich akcji dyw ersyjnych w okupow anej 
Polsce (1941-1943) n a  la m a ch  “B iu le tyn u  In form acyjnego”, “E cha  Przeszłości” 2003, vol. 4, 
pp. 127-151; P u ław sk i A., Sow iecki p a rty za n t -  p o lsk i problem , “Pam ięć i Spraw iedliw ość” 2006, 
No. 1(9), pp. 217-254.

32 A rm ia  K rajow a w dokum entach ..., vol. 3, p. 154.
33 AAN, 203/I-2, Żołnierze Sił Zbrojnych w K raju , 12 J a n u a ry  1944, col. 4 8 -4 8 a  (also 

AIPN, 0397/251, vol. 2, col. 344-345); re fer to: “B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny”, 3 F eb ru a ry  1944, 
No. 5(212) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, p a r t  3: P rzedruk  rocznika  1944. K onspiracja, “P rzegląd  
H istoryczno-W ojskowy” 2003, special issue  No. 3(200), pp. 1793-1796; P raw dziw a ..., vol. 2, 
pp. 1 4 4 9 -1 4 5 1 ; T a d eu sz B ór-K om orow ski w relacjach  i d o k u m en ta c h ,  ed. A.K. K u n e rt, 
W arszaw a 2000, pp. 120-122.
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spiracy movement for the possibility of a Soviet invasion. They featured 
recommendations, guidelines, instructions and analyses of future Polish-So
viet relations. Above all, those publications attempted to answer the follow
ing question: which political and military force was approaching Polish bor
ders? Biuletyn Informacyjny, the flagship publication of the Information and 
Propaganda Bureau of the General Command of the Home Army (BIP KG 
AK), attempted to provide the answer already in November 1943. Its article 
stated tha t the Red Army was the military force of an imperial state “which 
is not an army of friends or a liberation army for Poland”34. The authors 
emphasized the USSR’s aggressive claims to Polish territory, its attempts to 
disintegrate the Polish political scene by creating pro-Soviet initiatives, such 
as the Union of Polish Patriots (ZPP) and Berling’s army “which enabled 
Russia to engulf the remaining Polish territories through Sovietization”35. In 
conclusion, the authors wrote tha t “[...] Poland’s historic aggressor, Russia, is 
approaching the Polish border without much display of good will, fighting 
our deadly enemy, Germany, on its way [...]. Our nation will be forced to take 
one of the most important political exams in its history”36.

As part of national preparations for the arrival of Soviet troops, efforts 
were made to manifest the Polish roots of the Eastern Borderlands. This goal 
was to be achieved through the revolutionary ardor of Polish civilian author
ities during Operation Storm and displays of national spirit in the local 
community. In official communication of 15 November 1943, the Government 
Delegate at Home instructed local residents not to panic and to remain in 
their respective territories to protect Polish property and support the nation
al authorities. Members of the local community were also told to act “with 
dignity and politeness” in the face of the encroaching Soviet army37. In 
addition to the orders instructing Polish people to give uncompromising 
support to the Government in Exile and to preserve national unity38, the

34 F ro n t w sch o d n i -  u  g ra n ic  P o lsk i, “B iu le ty n  In fo rm acy jn y ”, 18 N ovem ber 1943, 
No. 46(201) in: “B iu le tyn  In fo rm a cyjn y”, p a r t  2: P rzed ru k  roczników  1942-1943, “Przeg ląd  
H istoryczno-W ojskowy” 2002, special issue No. 2(195), p. 1598.

35 Ibidem , p. 1598.
36 Ibidem .
37 W skazania  d la  obyw ateli ziem  kresowych, “B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny”, 25 N ovem ber 1943, 

No. 47(202) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, p a r t  2, p. 1611. An u n d erg ro u n d  pub lication  of the 
Polish  Socialist P a r ty  -  F reedom , E quality , Independence (WRN) also  issued  a n  app ea l to the  
Polish  c itizens in h ab itin g  e a s te rn  te rrito rie s , in s tru c tin g  th em  to s tay  p u t an d  re fra in  from 
panic. The a u th o rs  of th e  ap p ea l w rote: “We w ill show th e  Red A rm y th a t  these  te rr ito rie s  a re  
our hom e w here  we have  se t our roots, th a t  we are  still c itizens of th e  R epublic of Poland. We 
w ill d em and  respec t for our rig h ts , includ ing  th e  r ig h t to  se lf-determ ination , w ith in  th e  fram e
w ork la id  dow n by th e  Po lish  n a tio n a l a u th o ritie s”; Jeżeli w kroczy a rm ia  rosyjska, “R obotnik 
w W alce”, 21 N ovem ber 1943, No. 6.

38 Refer to: O właściwą postawę, “Ajencja A.”, 10 December 1943, No. 12; Jeżeli wkroczy arm ii 
rosyjska, “Robotnik w walce”, 21 November 1943, No. 6. W RN wrote: “[...] loyal to our authorities 
and the  Polish Republic un til the  end, we will dem and th a t the  encroaching R ussian  arm y fully 
respects our righ ts to self-determ ination”. See also: Przed kresem  drogi, “B iuletyn Inform acyjny”,
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manifestations of Polish identity in the Eastern Borderlands were a key 
element in political and social preparations for the Soviet invasion. The 
authorities appealed to the public not to give in to hostile propaganda, to 
remain calm and to steady their nerves when the moment finally arrived39.

The Red Army crossed the eastern border of the Second Republic of 
Poland on the night of 3 to 4 January 194440. The Polish territory was 
invaded by the military forces of “our allies’ ally”, a hostile power which did 
not maintain formal diplomatic relations with Poland. In the face of the 
Soviet offensive, the underground authorities were forced to develop detailed 
propaganda instructions as well as an official political and military position. 
Whereas the Home Army required an in-depth interpretation of the provi
sions of instructions No. 1300, the political elites were confronted with 
a serious organizational challenge in the process of responding to a tangible 
Soviet threat.

In January 1944, the General Command’s Information and Propaganda 
Bureau issued propaganda guidelines, signed by Colonel Rzepacki, tha t were 
a reflection of the Home Army’s position on the Soviet invasion. The follow
ing statement was made: “Poland desires good neighbor relations and coope
ration with Russia on terms tha t do not hinder our country. It was not 
Poland’s decision to break off its diplomatic relations with Russia. If our 
diplomatic ties are reinstated, we are ready to collaborate with the Russian 
army on Polish territory. We demand tha t Russia respects our independence 
and territorial integrity and ceases to intervene in our internal affairs”41.

6 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 1(208); The G overnm ent D elegate’s Office for Hom e w rote: “The Polish 
governm ent rep re sen ts  th e  Polish  S ta te  an d  th e  Po lish  n a tio n  engaged in  a n  a rm ed  strugg le  in  
th e  country. [...] M axim um  unity  symbolizes m axim um  democracy”; Jeden je s t tylko polski ośrodek 
władzy, “Kraj. Agencja Inform acyjna IP ”, 4 Ja n u a ry  1944, No. 1(18). These appeals took on a  special 
significance no t only in  th e  face of th e  approach ing  e a s te rn  fron t b u t also th e  he ig h ten ed  
activ ity  of th e  com m unist underg round ; See also: K. Sacewicz, C entra lna  p r a s a . ,  p. 293-.

39 N oworoczne w skazan ia , “B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny. Z F ro n tu  W alki Podziem nej”, 30 D e
cem ber 1943, su pp lem en t to  “B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny” No. 52(207) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, 
p a r t  3, p. 1731. The appeals w ere con tinued  in  1944, re fer to: O św iadczenie, “Agencja P rasow a”, 
20 A pril 1944, No. 16 (209).

40 M.K. K am ińsk i, D yplom acja p o lska  wobec d y k ta tu  m ocarstw  (lipiec 1943 -  lu ty  1944) in: 
H istoria  dyplom acji polskiej, ed. W. Michowicz, vol. 5: 1939-1945, W arszaw a 1999, p. 467; re fer 
to: W ojska sowieckie w gran icach  Polski, “W RN”, 14 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 1(132); Pow aga sytuacji, 
“P rzeg ląd”, 21 F eb ru a ry  1944, No. 16; Przekroczenie granicy  P olski p rzez w ojska sowieckie, 
“B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny”, 13 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 2(209) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, p a r t  3, pp. 
1759-1760. M em bers of th e  Polish  u n d erg ro u n d  arg u ed  th a t  th e  encroachm ent of th e  Red Arm y 
in to  Polish  te rr ito ry  fuelled th e  com m unist p ropaganda . T hey w arn ed  th e  public of th e  p ro p a
g an d a’s negative  consequences. R efer to: Taniec szaleńców, “Po lak”, 2 M arch 1944, No. 4; AAN, 
206/2, Polacy! R obotnicy! Chłopi polscy!, Ju ly  1944, col. 4 -4 a .

41 AAN, 203/July-1, W ytyczne propagandow e No. 1/44, J a n u a ry  1944, col. 5; zob. też AAN, 
203/VII-1, W skazów ki do prow adzen ia  rozm ów  z  A rm ią  Czerwoną, 1944, col. 12-15; Polskie  
“P aństw o P odziem ne” w obliczu ofensyw y Sow ietów , “B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny”, 4 M ay 1944, 
No. 18(225) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, p a r t  3, p. 1987-1989; O w olną Polskę, “W olność Robot
n icza”, 21 F eb ru a ry  1944, No. 4(6).
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The Red Army invasion spurred a debate in the political community. The 
People’s Party (SL) advocated a polite stance to the Soviets without surren
dering the key goals of Poland’s eastern policy42. In the absence of Polish- 
Soviet diplomatic relations, the following recommendations were formulated: 
“a) resist forced or voluntary conscription to the Soviet army and Berling’s 
units by all means available, b) refrain from taking up employment in the 
Soviet political administration or the Soviet police, c) refrain from participat
ing in election campaigns held by the Soviet authorities, d) go deeper under
ground in the event of a Soviet occupation -  the Polish Workers’ Party is 
better versed in the conspiracy movement than the Gestapo”43.

In its public appeal, entitled “Citizens” (Obywatele), the Convention of 
Independence Organizations claimed: “Our country is invaded by Russian 
troops, the army of our second eternal enemy”44. This was a clear signal that 
Poles should adopt the same attitude towards the Red Army tha t they had 
exercised with regard to Wehrmacht forces, or at least a very cautious ap
proach.

The same stance was adopted by the command of the National Armed 
Forces (NSZ) which wrote in “General instructions No. 3” of 15 January 
1944: “In addition to its claims covering half of Poland’s territory, the USSR 
relies on the Polish Workers’ Party and the People’s Army to carry out 
a revolutionary communist campaign aimed against the entire Polish nation. 
[...]. In line with the NSZ’s statement claiming that ‘Poland’s eastern borders 
established by the Treaty of Riga are not debatable’, I hereby announce that 
the National Armed Forces will fight to restore Poland’s eastern territories. 
The following guidelines and orders are hereby issued: 1) Soviet forces on 
Polish territory shall have enemy status. 2) In view of the situation in the

42 “Po lska  L udow a”, a  p ress publication  of th e  “Roch” People’s A lliance, wrote: “We firm ly 
claim  P o land’s e a s te rn  bo rder a s  defined by th e  T rea ty  of R iga in  1921”; Po lska  a  Rosja, “Polska 
L udow a”, J a n u a ry  1944, No. 1 (42).

43 AAN, 200/2, C ircu lar le tte r  No. 6: Do zarządów  wojewódzkich i powiatowych, M arch 
1944, col. 27-28.

44 As cited by W. Chojnacki, B ibliografia  zw artych  i u lo tnych druków  konspiracyjnych  
w ydanych  p o d  okupacją n iem iecką w la tach  1939-1945, W arszaw a 2005, p. 461. A lready  in  A pril 
1943, a  s im ila r position  tow ards th e  Soviet a rm y  w as adopted  by th e  “Blok” A nti-C om m unist 
A lliance, ye t a n o th e r righ t-w ing  m ovem ent in  th e  Polish  U n derg round  S ta te , h ead ed  by H en
ry k  G lass. G lass add ressed  a  “M em orandum  on th e  d angers of a  com m unist revo lu tion  in 
Po land” to th e  key  decision-m akers. He w rote: “Po land  h a s  no t one, b u t two dead ly  enem ies: 
th e  N azi G erm any  an d  th e  Soviet R ussia , 2) th e  G erm an-R ussian  w a r an d  th e  g rad u a l de te rio 
ra tio n  of b o th  m ilita ry  pow ers significantly  benefits th e  in te re s ts  of th e  Polish  S ta te  an d  n a tio n  
[...] 4) P o land  m ay  no t a id  e ith e r p a r ty  in  th is  w a r”. An evalu a tio n  of th e  com m unist u n d e r
ground, based  on M em orial w spraw ie n iebezpieczeństw a rewolucji kom un istyczne j w Polsce 
(April 1943), ed. K. Sacewicz, “Pam ięć i Spraw iedliw ość” 2009, No. 1(14), p. 413. The “Blok” 
A lliance reg ard ed  th e  Soviet offensive in  th e  e a s te rn  fron t as a  m easu re  su p p o rtin g  th e  
ach ievem ent of Moscow’s im peria lis tic  am bitions. Ref. “B lo k ” H enryka  G lassa wobec zagrożenia  
sow iecko-kom unistycznego n a  p odstaw ie  “P la n u  C” (październ ik  1943 r.), ed. K. Sacewicz, “E cha  
Przeszłości” 2007, vol. 8, p. 226.
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international arena and the need to unite all enemy forces in the battle 
against the German occupant, [...] any conflict with regular Soviet troops 
should be avoided [...]. 3). In view of the Polish government’s instructions of 
27 October 1943, indicating tha t any collaboration with Soviet troops would 
be allowed only after the reinstatem ent of Polish-Soviet diplomatic relations, 
any attempts at cooperating with the Soviet military forces will be regarded 
as a breach of national interests and treason. 4) The efforts to restore diplo
matic relations with the USSR and the achievement of this goal will not put 
an end to our struggle against the spread of communism and the establish
ment of Bolshevik agencies on Polish territory”45.

The National Armed Forces’ guidelines differed significantly from the 
instructions formulated in the report entitled “The independence movement 
and the Soviet invasion”, developed by the Information and Propaganda 
Bureau of the Home Army’s General Command on 16 February 194446. The 
report postulated tha t the absence of anti-German measures would support 
the “Soviet game”, and Poland “would be liberated from German rule by 
Bolsheviks and their Polish agencies”47. The above could shift the public’s 
support away from the Polish government and towards the communists. The 
administrative authorities48 were to emerge from hiding upon the Soviet 
invasion, although in the face of an anti-Polish campaign staged by the 
Ukrainians, they would not make their presence known in areas where the 
Polish community had been decimated and where agreement could not be 
reached with the national minorities. It was postulated tha t partisan forces 
which had exposed themselves during anti-German operations should 
emerge from the underground. The need for a second conspiracy movement 
“comprising members of political and military elites, with a uniform struc
ture throughout the entire territory”49 was advocated in the event of a civil 
war, Soviet military intervention and “persistent police control which takes 
place in a formally independent state”50. The author of the report concluded

45 “NSZ”, 23 F eb ru a ry  1944, No. 2; see also: Wróg, “NSZ”, 5 A pril 1944, No. 3; A. Rawicz 
[J. Lilpop], O co w alczą  N arodow e S iły  Zbro jne?, W arszaw a 1943 in: N arodow e S iły  Zbrojne. 
D okum enty , struk tu ry , personalia , ed. L. Zebrowski, vol. 1, W arszaw a 1994, p. 92.

46 AAN, 203/VII-38, R u ch  niepodległościowy wobec w kroczenia w ojsk sowieckich, 16 Feb
ru a ry  1944, col. 7 -9

47 Ibidem , col. 8.
48 The rep o rt provided for o th er activ ities a im in g  to influence th e  Poles’ a tt i tu d e s  tow ards 

th e  Soviets in  Polish  te rrito rie s  s itu a te d  e a s t an d  w est of th e  C urzon line. I ts  a u th o rs  envisaged 
a  long-term  occupation of th e  E a s te rn  B orderlands, and  a  sh o rte r period of foreign control in  
c en tra l Poland. T hey believed th a t  Anglo-Saxon support w ould p rev en t th e  Sovietization  of 
Poland. The existence of economic re la tio n s be tw een  th e  U SSR  and  th e  W estern  Allies would 
enable th e  la t te r  to  exert political p ressu re  on Moscow; ibidem , col. 7.

49 Ibidem . S ta r tin g  in  th e  fall of 1943, a  secre t o rgan ization  u n d e r th e  cryptonym  “N IE ” 
w as developed u n d e r th e  o rders of th e  Hom e A rm y’s com m ander to safeguard  Polish  in te res ts  
in  th e  even t of a  Soviet invasion; see also: A. C hm ielarz, E pilog  A rm ii K rajow ej in: A rm ia  
Krajowa. Szkice  z ..., pp. 323-328.

50 Ibidem .
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that the failure to initiate an anti-German rising and the escalation of Polish- 
Soviet hostilities would be a serious mistake. Poland vested high hopes in the 
support of the Anglo-Saxon countries, but according to the author, only a British 
and American intervention could bring positive results51. The report empha
sized that unless those powers interfered in the immediate future “any hopes 
of a post-war intervention would be completely futile”52.

Soviet military encroachment in the footsteps of withdrawing German 
forces brought diplomatic consequences that had been detailed in the govern
ment’s instructions of 26 October 1943. On 5 January 1944, the Polish go
vernment printed a statement in the London-based dailies Dziennik Polski 
and Dziennik Żołnierza53. The British authorities intervened, and the state
ment was largely toned down in the part relating to Poland’s territorial 
integrity and its position towards the USSR. The published postulates were 
also a part of Prime Minister Mikołajczyk’s radio speech broadcast in Poland, 
and they were distributed in underground press and on leaflets54.

The Soviet authorities gave a clearly negative answer. The message 
broadcast on 11 January by the TASS news agency dispelled all illusions55.

51 The Polish  au th o ritie s  w ere advised  to adop t th e  W estern  A llies’ political position.
52 AAN, 203/VII-38, R u ch  niepodległościowy wobec w kroczenia w ojsk sow ieckich , 16 F eb

ru a ry  1944, col. 9.
53 O czekujem y uszanow an ia  p ra w  R zp lite j i j e j  obywateli. O św iadczenie R zą d u  R P  Gdy 

a rm ia  czerwona w kracza na  ziem ie polskie, “D zienn ik  Polski i D ziennik  Ż ołnierza”, 6 J a n u a ry  
1944, No. 4 in: P raw dziw a..., vol. 2, p. 1433. I t  em phasized  th e  constitu tio n a l lega lity  of 
th e  Polish  governm ent an d  th e  w illingness to re in s ta te  in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n s th a t  h a d  been  
severed in  A pril 1943, on condition th a t  th e  U SSR  show ed respec t for th e  r ig h ts  an d  in te res ts  
of Po land  an d  its  citizens. R eports on th e  p rim e m in is te r’s operations in  th e  occupied Po
lan d  w ere delivered  by  “B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny”; see also: O św iadczenie prem iera  do kraju, 
“B iu le tyn  Inform acyjny”, 13 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 2(209) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, p a r t  3, 
pp. 1755-1756.

54 The s ta te m en t read: “H aving  reg ard  to P o land’s unconditional r ig h t to independence, 
th e  declara tions an d  obligations u n d e rta k en  by  our a llies, we dem and th a t  th e  r ig h ts  and  
in te re s ts  of th e  Polish  Republic, its  s ta te  a u th o ritie s  an d  c itizens be respected  in  every  w a r and  
every  political s itu a tio n  in  th e  in te rn a tio n a l a ren a . We dem and  full recognition  an d  respec t for 
our r ig h ts”; P raw dziw a..., vol. 2, p. 1437; O św iadczenie prem iera  do K ra ju , “B iu le tyn  In fo rm a
cyjny”, 13 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 2(209) in: “B iu le tyn  In form acyjny”, p a r t  3, pp. 1755-1759. The 
governm ent’s position  w as fully  approved by  th e  Hom e Political R ep resen ta tio n  (KRP), the  
G overnm ent D elegate for Poland and  th e  Council of N a tiona l U nity ; ibidem , pp. 1438-1439; 
A rm ia  K rajow a w dokum entach ..., vol. 3, p. 247.

55 P raw dziw a..., vol. 2, p. 1446. The Polish  W orkers’ P a r ty  a rg u ed  th a t  th e  “con ten ts and 
form  of th e  governm ent’s s ta te m en t is in  keep ing  w ith  th e  trad itio n a l, an ti-Soviet p ropagan- 
da”;K oniunkturalne łam ańce, “P rzeg ląd  Tygodnia”, 13 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 2(51) in: P ublicystyka. 
k o n sp ira cy jn a  P P R  1942-1945 . W ybór a r ty ku łó w ,  ed. A. P rzy g o ń sk i, vol. 3: 1 944-1945 , 
W arszaw a 1967, pp. 42-45. “Głos W arszaw y”, an o th er com m unist new spaper, w as of th e  opinion 
th a t  th e  Soviet position “dem o n stra ted  th e  U SSR ’s u n d e rs tan d in g  [... ] th a t  th e  Polish  problem  
should be solved in  th e  sp ir it  of h is to rica l ju stice , an d  th a t  th is  process m ay  no t be d isru p ted  by 
a  group of schem ers an d  rab b le -ro u se rs”. W ytknięta droga, “Głos W arszaw y”, 18 J a n u a ry  1944, 
No. 6(98) in: P ublicystyka ..., vol. 3, p. 49-51 ; see also: B a n kru ci brną  dalej, “T rybuna W olności”, 
15 J a n u a ry  1944, No. 48 in: ibidem , pp. 47-48 .
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The USSR refused to acknowledge Polish borders established by the Treaty 
of Riga, and acting on the decision of the People’s Assemblies of Western 
Ukraine and Western Belarus, it claimed every right to annex Poland’s 
eastern territories. The Soviets argued tha t the Polish government’s negli
gence of the nation’s problems and desires had led to a crisis in the two 
countries’ mutual relations. On 14 January, the Polish government issued 
a tempered statement in response to Soviet accusations, requesting the Al
lies’ direct intervention with the Soviet authorities56. In a statement of 
17 January, the Kremlin officially criticized all Polish initiatives57.

The Soviets’ position evoked much criticism in underground press pub
lished both in Poland58 and abroad59, thus further consolidating the nation 
around the Government in Exile and its home divisions. According to the 
journalists, Moscow’s reactions exposed the real goals and qualities of the 
Soviet state60. Some reporters hoped tha t the Western Allies would no longer 
turn  a blind eye on Poland’s dilemma in the face of the USSR’s increasingly 
imperialistic policies61.

In response to the Soviet statement, on 20 January 1944, the Council of 
National Unity and the Government Delegate for Poland sent a telegram to 
Prime Minister Mikołajczyk whose contents were published in underground 
press62. In the weeks tha t followed, the USSR’s growing animosity towards 
the Polish government, in particular its claims to Poland’s eastern territo
ries, evoked a powerful response from the underground community which
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was not limited to official approval for the Council of Minister’s policies63. 
The roots of the Polish-Soviet conflict were widely discussed in government64 
and party press65. Those reports had a purely informative purpose, but by 
spreading the awareness tha t Poland was threatened by the loss of its terri
tory to its eastern neighbor, they built support for the preservation of Polish 
integrity, and they shaped social attitudes towards the Red Army. They also 
came as a response to underground communist publications which supported 
Western Ukraine’s and Western Belarus’ rights to self-determination, i.e. the 
annexation of those territories to the USSR66. Members of the independence 
movement could not remain a passive witness to those claims67.

The Polish underground was fully aware of Russia’s imperialistic ambi
tions. In 1943 and in early 1944, members of the conspiracy movement knew 
tha t Poland was not about to be liberated from German occupation by an 
allied army in the name of building an independent, sovereign and territori
ally integral Polish state, but tha t the intervention served Soviet military 
goals. Despite this awareness, the independence movement was not united
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in its attitudes towards the Soviet army. While some factions postulated that 
the USSR was an enemy just like the Nazis, others argued tha t the although 
the Soviets demonstrated a hostile and aggressive attitude towards Poland, 
they were “our allies’ ally”. Regardless of the dominant option, Poland was 
unable to maintain its sovereignty and territorial integrity, prevent the an
nexation of its Eastern Borderlines and the Sovietization of social and politi
cal life, in particular in the face of the Western Allies’ negligence and the 
helplessness. Despite the brutality of the Nazi occupation, the Soviet army 
was greeted by the Polish Underground State with much reluctance and 
mistrust, if not open hostility. Many initiatives undertaken by Poland’s pup
pet communist authorities, the Polish Committee of National Liberation, 
were torpedoed by the conspiracy movement and its propaganda, bringing 
humiliation to communist organizations in Poland68.
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