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At the turn  of the 1660s and the 1670s, the Ukraine found itself on the 
brink of war with Turkey, and this situation prompted Poland to reinforce its 
military forces. In the face of armed conflict, attempts were made to rely on 
the provisions of the Wehlau-Bromberg Treaty of 1657 under which the Duke 
of Prussia, Elector of Brandenburg, was under obligation to dispatch 1,500 
soldiers in military aid to Poland. The efforts of the Polish diplomats and the 
political aspects of the issue during a period of tension in Polish-Branden- 
burg relations have been discussed by Andrzej Kamieński1. After 1672, 
changes in Brandenburg-Prussia’s European policies addressing the Empire 
and France forced the Elector to focus military efforts on the Rhein and 
Alsace. While the dispatch of soldiers against Turkey was of secondary im­
portance from the strategic point of view, Frederick William’s promise to give 
military aid against the Sublime Porte was the focal point of the political 
scheme engaged in by the House of Hohenzollern. Brandenburg-Prussian 
auxiliary corps were dispatched to Poland in 1672 and 1674-1675, and the 
second consignment fought in the Podole region, as discussed in detail by 
Polish researchers2 . The process of corps formation has been thoroughly 
researched in German sources, suggesting tha t Brandenburg forces were of 
rather insignificant combat value. This paper discusses the composition of 
both the planned corps as well as the forces tha t were actually dispatched to 
aid the Polish king’s army.

1 A. K am ieński, P olska  a  B randenburg ia  -  P rusy w drugiej połowie X V II  w ieku. Dzieje 
po lityczne , Poznań  2002.

2 M. W agner, Wojna polsko-turecka w la tach 1672-1676, Zabrze 2009, vol. I, p. 292, vol. II,
p. 81.
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Poland made the first attempts to solicit Brandenburg’s help in the 
Ukraine already in 1667, but it was not until 1671 tha t its pleas brought the 
anticipated results. As a result of Wojciech Opacki’s negotiations with the 
Elector’s commissioners in Kongsberg, the Duchy of Prussia began prepara­
tions for forming aid troops3. On 28 August 1871, Frederick William or­
dered4 the formation of an auxiliary corps under the command of Colonel 
Hans (Johann) Adam von Schöning5. The corps was to be composed of 1000 
foot soldiers from the following regiments:

-  Duke Karl Emil (Kurprinz)6, four companies: Leibkompanie under 
the command of Captain-Lieutenant Ludicke Ernst von Schöning, Colonel

3 G eheim es S ta a tsa rch iv  P reu ss isch er K u ltu rb es itz  B erlin  -  D ahlem , XX H aup tab te ilu n g , 
E ta ts  M in isterium , k. 111a, No. 42 k. 46-.; A. K am ieński, op. cit., pp. 56-57.

4 C. Jany, Geschichte der preussischen  A rm ee vom  15 J a h rh u n d e rt bis 1914, vol. I, O sna­
b rü ck  1967, p. 221.

5 H an s (Johann) A dam  von Schöning 1641 -  28 A ugust 1696). In  th e  1660s, he  w as th e  
r i ttm e is te r  of a  com pany in  Jo h a n n  G eorg von A n h a lt -  D essau ’s cav a lry  reg im en t. He com­
m an d ed  B ogusław  R adziw iłł’s in fa n try  reg im en t (form erly  Jo n a s  C asim ir zu  E u len b u rg ’s 
reg im en t) from  3 Ju n e  1668, an d  a f te r  h is  d e a th  -  K arl E m il’s (K urp rinz) reg im en t (from  
J a n u a ry  1670). H e fought in  th e  F re n c h  w a r in  1672. P rom oted  to  th e  r a n k  of Colonel in  1676 
(according to  o th e r sources, he  received h is  prom otion  on 13 J a n u a ry  1670), M ajor-G enera l on 
12 M ay 1678, L ie u ten a n t-G en e ra l on 5 M arch  1684, F ie ld  M arsh a l a n d  C om m ander of th e  
S p a n d a u  F o rtre ss  a t  th e  end of h is  m ilita ry  ca ree r in  th e  B ran d en b u rg  arm y. H e assu m ed  th e  
post of S tra lsu n d  governor in  1678, a n d  w as ap p o in ted  governor of B e rlin  on 31 D ecem ber 
1684: G .A .M ülversted t, Die brandenburg ische K riegsm ach t u n ter  dem  Grossen K u rfü rs ten , 
M agdeburg  1888, pp. 176-178 , 422; G. Som m erfeld t, Geschichte des von Jo n a s K a s im ir  F re i­
h e rrn  z u  E u le n b u r g i  im  J a h re  1655  b e g rü n d e te n  R e g im e n ts  z u  F u ß . F o r ts e tz u n g  II: 
1670-1697, M itte ilu n g en  de r L ite ra r isc h en  G ese llschaft M asovia, Bd. XVI, 1910, p. 127; 
G. Som m erfe ld t, G eschichte des F re ih err lich  E u len b u rg isch en , se it 1667 fü rs tl ic h  R a d zi-  
w illischen R egim ents zu  Fuß. F ortse tzung  1658 -  1669, M itte ilungen  de r L ite rarisch en  G esells­
chaft M asovia, Bd. XV, 1910, pp. 199-200; A.C. O lsnitz, Geschichte des königlich  -  preussischen  
E rsten  In fan terie  -  R eg im ents seit seiner S tif tu g  im  Ja h re  1619 bis zu r  Gegenwart, B erlin  1855, 
p. 119.

6 The reg im en t w as form ed in  October 1655 u n d e r th e  com m and of, in  chronological 
order: Jo n a s  C asim ir zu  E u len b u rg  (died on 11 M ay 1667), from  18 M ay 1667 -  Bogusław  
R adziw iłł (died on 31 D ecem ber 1669), from  12 J a n u a ry  1670 -  K arl E m il (died on 27 Novem ­
ber 1674), from  7 D ecem ber 1674 -  H an s A dam  von Schöning, la te r  tran sfo rm ed  to In fan te rie  
-  R egim ent No. 2. C om m anders: L ieu ten an t Colonel W olff D ie trich  von W ilmsdorff, F ab ian  von 
u n d  zu  M assenbach  (from Ju n e  1658), L ieu ten an t Colonel F ried rich  von Dönhoff (from  18 M ay 
1667 to 2 Ju n e  1668), L ie u ten a n t Colonel H an s A dam  von Schöning (from  3 Ju n e  1668, 
reg im en t com m ander from  N ovem ber 1674). According to a  h ead  count of October 1667, the 
reg im en t w as composed of four com panies led by: C ap ta in  S tefan  W eise (prom oted to m ajor in 
1668), L ie u ten a n t Colonel Dönhoff, C ap ta in  G eorg F ried rich  zu  E u lenburg , C ap ta in  H ans 
G eorg von A uersw ald t. A fter su p p lem en ta tio n  p u rsu a n t to  th e  o rder of 27 Ju n e  1672, in  
A ugust, th e  reg im en t com prised e ig h t com panies, 1000 m en, including 680 p rivates . In  Ju n e  
1672, C ap ta in  E u len b u rg  an d  C ap ta in  A uersw ald  w ere d ism issed , an d  th e ir  com panies w ere 
placed u n d e r th e  com m and of C ap itan  (Major?) W eise an d  C ap ta in  H eide (from W estphalia). 
According to resource a llocation  docum ents of A ugust 1672, th e  rem ain in g  com panies w ere 
com m anded by: C ap ta in -L ieu ten an t Ludicke E rn s t von Schöning (Jo h an n  A dam ’s cousin, L ieu­
te n a n t  Colonel and  com m ander of th e  E lector’s L eibkom panie from  1686), C ap ta in  B enedikt



THE COMPOSITION OF THE BRANDENBURG-PRUSSIAN MILITARY.. 49

Schöning, Capitan Georg Friedrich von Eulenburg and Captain Hans G. von 
Auerswald;

-  Colonel Friedrich von Dönhoff7, four companies under the command of 
Colonel Dönhoff, Lieutenant-Colonel Heino Heinrich von Flemming, Major 
Ernst Ludwig von Möhlen, Captain Adolf von Houwald8;

Steffen (L ieu ten an t Colonel, Peitz  com m ander in  1678, P ilaw a com m ander in  1679), C ap ta in  
B rünneck  (form erly a n  officer in  th e  D an ish  arm y), C ap ta in  von de r Necke (from  W estphalia , 
p robably F ried rich  Adolf, bo rn  in  1646, k illed  in  a  b a ttle  w ith  th e  Sw edish a rm y  in  C ourland  on
7 F eb ru a ry  in  th e  ra n k  of cavalry  m ajor, prom oted to th e  ra n k  of m ajor in  Schöning’s reg im en t 
in  1677 in  Szczecin), C ap ta in  Schultzen  (Scholten, in  1684 -  m ajor an d  com pany com m ander in 
th e  in fan try  reg im en t of C ourland  prince A lexander, fought w ith  th e  Polish  a rm y  as L ieu ten an t 
Colonel an d  reg im en t com m ander of aux ilia ry  corps in  th e  cam paign  ag a in s t Turkey, killed  on 
10 Ju n e  1688 in  th e  b a ttle  of S lan k am en t in  H ungary). In  Ju ly  1672, th e  reg im en t crossed the 
P iław a R iver to reach  Kołobrzeg an d  H a lb ers tad t. G. Som m erfeldt, Geschichte des Freiherrlich  
Eulenburgischen, se it 1667 fü rstlich  R a dziw illischen  R eg im en ts z u  Fuß, pp. 195-200; G. Som­
m erfeld t, Geschichte des von Jo n a s K a sim ir  Freiherrn  zu  E u lenburg i im  Ja h re  1655 begründe­
ten R eg im ents z u  Fuß, pp. 128-135; G.A. M ülversted , op. cit., pp. 114-115, 186-188, 382 -  384; 
G. G ieraths, Die K a m p fh a n d lu n g en  der brandenburgisch  -  preussischen A rm ee 1626 -  1807. E in  
Q uellenhndbuch, V eröffentlichungen der h isto risch en  K om ission zu  B erlin  beim  F ried rich  -  
M einecke -  In s t i tu t  de r F re ien  U n iv e rs itä t B erlin , Bd. 8, Q uellenw erke, Bd. 3, B erlin  1964, pp. 
19-22; C. Jany , Die alte A rm ee von 1655 bis 1740. F orm ation u n d  S tarke , in: U rkundliche  
Beitrage u n d  F orschungen z u r  Geschichte des Preussischen Heeres hrsg. vom  Grossen General­
stabe, Bd. II, H eft 7, B erlin  1905, p. 12; Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von 1729, h rsg . C. Jany , w: 
U rkundliche Beitrage u n d  F orschungen z u r  Geschichte des Preussischen Heeres hrsg. vom Gros­
sen Generalstabe, Bd. II, H eft 8, B erlin  1905, p. 27; A.C. Ö lsnitz, p. 119.

7 C re a te d  in  1656 u n d e r  th e  c a p itu la tio n  s ta te m e n t of 20 D ecem ber 1656. F rom  
20 D ecem ber 1655 u n til  th e  end of M ay 1668, he  rep o rted  to Colonel, la te r  M ajor-G eneral, 
Bogislav von Schw erin, L ie u ten a n t Colonel von A rnim , an d  from  1657 -  U lrich  von Bonin. 
F rom  2 Ju n e  1668 (or 24 Ju n e  1668), th e  reg im en t w as placed u n d e r th e  com m and of Colonel 
F ried rich  von Dönhoff, an d  it in itia lly  com prised e ig h t com panies. U nder th e  o rder of 20 A ugust 
1671, i t  w as divided in to  two sep a ra te  u n its  led by Colonel Dönhoff an d  Colonel H eino H einrich  
von F lem m ing. U nder F red erick  W illiam ’s rescrip t of 27 Ju n e  1672, K arl E m il’s reg im en t was 
supplem ented  w ith  soldiers from  D önhoffs u n it. According to  A.C. Ö lsn itz’s m onograph  of the 
reg im en t (pp. 126-130), th e  reg im en t w as sp lit up  only in  A ugust 1672 before th e  m arch  to 
Poland. F ried rich  von Dönhoff (24 N ovem ber 1639 -  26 F eb ru a ry  1696), son of P e rn a u  governor 
M agnus E rn st, com m anded R adziw iłł’s in fan try  reg im en t from  18 M ay 1667, th e  in fan try  
reg im en t (form erly Schw erin’s reg im ent) from  2 Ju n e  1668. He w as prom oted to th e  ra n k  of 
L ieu ten an t-G en era l on 5 M arch  1684, th e  h ig h est m ilita ry  adv ising  officer from  20 Septem ber 
1689, governor an d  com m ander of K laipeda (from  1678 or 1685). R egim ent’s m onograph: 
A.C. Ö lsnitz, Geschichte des kön ig lich  -  p reussischen  E rsten  In fan terie  -  R eg im ents seit seiner 
S tiftu g  im  Jahre  1619 bis zu r  Gegenwart, B erlin  1855. cf.: G .A .M ülverstedt, op. cit., pp. 176-179, 
193, 351, 427-429 . G. Som m erfeldt, Geschichte des von Jo nas K a sim ir  Freiherrn zu  E ulenburg i 
im  Ja h re  1655 begründeten R eg im ents zu  Fuß, p. 120; G. G ie rath s, op. cit., pp. 7-11; Abel P. v., 
S ta m m lis te  der kön ig lich  preussischen  A rm ee. A u f  G rund  am tlisches M ateria ls bearbeitet von 
..., B erlin  1905, pp. 21-25 ; G. Voigt, D eutsch lands Heere bis 1918. U rsprung u n d  E n tw ick lu n g  
der e inzelnen F orm ationen, h rsg . D. Bradley, H. B leckw enn, Bd. I, Die Garde- u n d  die G rena­
d ier -  R eg im enter 1-12  der preussischen Arm ee, O snabrück  1980, pp. 433-464; C. Jany , Die alte  
A rm ee von 1655 bis 1740, p. 12.

8 In  Ju ly  1672, H ouw ald w as k illed  in  a  duel ag a in s t Boguslaw  von Podewils. H is com pa­
ny  w as placed u n d e r th e  com m and of L ie u ten a n t C ap ta in  B a lth a sa r  B e rn h ard  von B rünneck, 
A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., p. 127.
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-  Colonel Levin von Nolde, two companies under the command of Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Kaspar Christof von Klitzing and Captain Patrik Hamilton 
(former Prussian Guard companies)9 ,

-  Infantry company under the command of Rittmeister Dietrich Ragotzki10,
-  100 Dragoons from the company of Lieutenant-Colonel Wilhelm von 

Block11,
-  Dragoon squadron of Field Marshal Georg von Derfflinger (300 men) 

under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Marwitz1 2 .

9 According to selected sources, th e  P ru ss ian  G u ard  (preussische Garde) cam e in to  ex ist­
ence in  1619. I t  w as c rea ted  by C ap ta in  P ie rre  de la  Cave (the  G u a rd ’s com m ander from  1652 
to  F eb ru a ry  1669) u n d e r th e  cap itu la tio n  s ta te m en t of 1 Ju n e  1641. On 1 F eb ru a ry  1669, 
Colonel L evin von Nolde becam e th e  com m ander of th e  P ru ss ian  G u ard  sta tio n in g  in  Konigs- 
berg  an d  P ilaw a. A t th e  beg inn ing  of 1672, th e  g u a rd  com prised two com panies led by C ap ta in  
C asp ar C hristoph  von K litz ing  an d  P a tr ik  H am ilton , and  it  w as expanded  to th ree  com panies 
by th e  end of th e  year. According to Die D essauer S ta m m liste  von 1729  (p. 16), b o th  com panies 
w ere annexed  to H eino H ein rich  von F lem m ing’s reg im en t in  1672. The reg im en t’s records of 
A ugust 1672 lis t only one com pany from  th e  form er G uard  -  H am ilton ’s u n it. After Nolde’s 
death, the  P ru ssian  G uard  w as adjoined to Schöning’s regim ent. Levin von Nolde (20 October 1621 
-  21 April 1682) w as a  colonel and  a  com m ander from 3 M arch 1668, and  he la te r became the 
governor of K laipeda. According to Frederick W illiam ’s rescrip t of 16 M ay 1670, Nolde commanded 
a n  in fan try  regim ent th a t could be identified w ith  the  P ru ssian  “garde”. He w as also in charge of 
the  K laipeda garrison  of two companies. G .A .M ülverstedt, op. cit., pp. 85-99, 350 and  351; 
G. Som m erfeldt, Geschichte des von Jonas K asim ir Freiherrn zu  Eulenburgi im  Jahre 1655 begrün­
deten Regim ents zu  Fuß, p. 130; G. G ieraths, op. cit., pp. 3-6 ; Die Dessauer S tam m liste  von 1729, 
pp. 14-16, 21; C. Jany, Die alte Arm ee von 1655 bis 1740, p. 12; A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., p. 129.

10 In  1657, th e  com pany w as adjo ined to th e  P ru ss ian  a rm y  as a  Leibkom panie (com pany 
of d ra b a n t guards) in  Bogusław  R adziw iłł’s in fan try  reg im ent, an d  it  jo ined  P rince F red erick ’s 
in fan try  reg im en t in  1670. In  th e  m ilita ry  allocation  docum ent of 1671, i t  w as lis ted  as Prince 
F rederick ’s company. D ie trich  R agotzki (or R agutzki, died in  1679), w as a  lie u ten a n t in  the  
g u a rd ’s in fan try  reg im en t in  1657, L ie u ten a n t C ap itan  in  th e  Leibkom panie of R adziw iłł’s 
in fan try  reg im en t in  1666, m ajor an d  com m ander of th e  P ru ss ian  Trabantengarde, L ieu ten an t 
Colonel an d  com m ander of a n  in fan try  reg im en t from  1679, G.A. M ülversted t, op. cit., p. 387. 
G. Som m erfeldt, Geschichte des von Jo n a s K a sim ir F reiherrn zu  E u lenburg i im  Jahre  1655 
begründeten R eg im ents z u  F u ß  p. 129; Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von 1729, p. 82.

11 Bogusław a Radziwiłł’s form er Dragoon regim ent comm anded by L ieu tenan t Colonel E ber­
h a rd  P u ttk am er fought in  the  ba ttles of W arsaw  (28-30 Ju ly  1656) and P rostk i (8 October 1656). In  
Septem ber 1657, it w as placed in  the  service of the  B randenburg  army. In  M arch 1658, the 
regim ent w as placed in the  comm and of L ieu tenan t Colonel W ilhelm von Block. A fter 1664, it was 
reduced to a  single company, listed in  P ru ssian  arm y  records of 1670 and 1671. The allocation 
docum ent of 1672 lists Block’s 2 Dragoon companies. In  1673, they  were joined by two new 
companies to create a  squadron under the  comm and of M ajor Lange. In  1674, the  un it w as split 
betw een the  regim ents of Colonel Bodo von Schlieben (Lange’s and  von K rohn’s companies) and 
Colonel C aspar von Hohendorff (K alau von Hofe’s Leibkompanies). W ilhelm von Block, L ieu tenan t 
Colonel as of 1658, w as listed as colonel in older publications, b u t h is m ilitary  p a ten t w as not 
documented. He w as dism issed in  Ju n e  1674. GStAPK, XX HA, Ostpreussische Folianten  839/3, 
k. 49-61; ibidem, OsF 831, k. 174; G.A.M ülverstedt, op. cit., pp. 57-59, 349; C. Jany, Die alte Armee  
von 1655 bis 1740, p. 48; Die Dessauer S tam m liste  von 1729, p. 132; M. Nagielski, W arszawa 1656, 
2nd ed., W arszaw a 2009, p. 287; S. Augusiewicz, Prostki 1656, W arszaw a 2001, p. 206.

12 G eorg F ried rich  von W aldeck’s form er D ragoon reg im en t w as reduced  to a  single com­
pan y  an d  placed u n d e r D erfflinger’s com m and in  1660. In  1663, F rederick  W illiam  d ispatched 
300 D ragoons u n d e r D erfflinger’s com m and to a id  th e  em peror in  th e  w a r ag a in s t Turkey. In  
1672, the  squadron of 400 Dragoons fought against France. G.A. M ülversted, op. cit., pp. 164-168; 
Die Dessauer S tam m liste  von 1729, pp. 130-131.
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Due to the delayed formation of the corps, Hetman Jan  Sobieski’s victory 
against the Cossacks and Tatars in the Ukraine as well as the demands 
formulated by Prussia in return for its military aid, Poland chose not to sign 
the ultimate understanding13. On 2 October 1671, the Prussian corps’ march 
out to Poland was cancelled14.

The plans to expand the Prussian consignment and form a new corps, 
entrusted to General Joachim Ernst von Görztke in January 1672, never 
materialized. The new corps were to be composed of 1,500 soldiers, including 
500 Dragoons15. Changes in Brandenburg’s French policies prompted Frede­
rick William to focus his military efforts on the protection of threatened 
estates on the Rhein: in Kleve, Mark and Ravensberg. This goal was to be 
achieved primarily with the involvement of the Elector’s army which was 
expanded in 1672. Brandenburg diplomats were hoping to limit Prussia’s 
military obligations towards Poland, to reduce the size of auxiliary corps and 
upkeep costs borne by Frederick William. In an understanding signed on 16 
May 1672 in Berlin by the Elector’s representative Lorenz Christoph von 
Somnitz and King Michał Wisniowiecki’s envoy Wojciech Opacki, the king 
was presented with a choice: Brandenburg would supply only 500 Dragoons 
and pay for their upkeep for six months or 1,000 foot soldiers tha t would be 
maintained a t the Elector’s expense for only two months16.

In an order of 25 March 1672, Frederick William decreed the formation 
of a corps composed of three squadrons with soldiers selected from the 
regiments commanded by Karl Emil, Dönhoff (500 each), Nolde (250) and 
Block’s Dragoons17. The war with France and the Elector’s decision to con­
centrate troops on the Rhein led to successive changes in the corps’ composi­
tion. Duke Karl Emil’s regiment under Schöning’s command was supple­
mented with the best soldiers from the remaining Prussian regiments (in­
cluding 250 men from Dönhoff’s regiment), and it was dispatched across the 
Piława River in mid July 1672 to join Hohenzollern’s forces. On 29 July, the 
corps was placed under the command of Friedrich von Dönhoff. In the 
spring, each company of his regiment was expanded by another 42 sol­
diers18. In May, the regiment comprised 1,008 men in eight companies19:

-  Leibkompanie under the command of Captain-Lieutenant Wilhelm 
von Löser;

-  Colonel Heino Heinrich von Flemming;

13 A. K am ieński, op. cit., p. 58.
14 [G. L ehm ann], B ra n denburg isch  -  po ln ische Türkenzüge  von 1671-1688 , K riegsge­

schichtliche E inzelschriften , h rsg . von G roßen G en era lstabe , Bd. I, H ft. 5, B erlin  1884, p. 3.
15 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  po ln ische Türkenzüge, p. 3.
16 K urbrandenburgs S taatsverträge von 1601 bis 1700, bearb . T. M örner, B erlin  1867, 

pp. 363-364; A. K am ieński, op. cit., p. 58.
17 C. Jany , Geschichte der preussischen A rm ee, p. 222; G.A. M ülversted t, op.cit. p. 193; 

[G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  po lnische Türkenzüge, p. 5.
18 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  poln ische Türkenzüge, s. 5 -6 ; A.C. O lsnitz, op. cit., 

pp. 126-127.
19 A.C. O lsnitz, op. cit., p. 129
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-  Lieutenant-Colonel Ernst Ludwig von Möhlen;
-  Lieutenant-Colonel von Rummel;
-  Major Patrick von Hamilton;
-  Major Melchior von Flanß;
-  Captain Balthasar Bernhard von Brünneck;
-  Captain Kessner;
In August, Flemming’s, Rummel’s, Hamilton’s and Kessner’s companies 

were separated from the regiment and placed under Flemming’s command 
as a squadron2 0 . On 30 August, Dönhoff was ordered to march out. Several 
days earlier, he had been instructed by Frederick William to obey only the 
orders given by the king and both crown hetmans. The corps was to follow 
the Royal Guard, and it was next in line to receive quarters. Dönhoff would 
be equal in rank to other German officers. The corps was not to be split up 
into smaller divisions21 .

According to a head count in Szczytno of 8-10 September, the corps was 
composed of22:

-  Dönhoffs regiment -  four companies, 500 men,
-  Flemming’s squadron -  four companies, 500 men23 ,
-  Lieutenant-Colonel Block’s Dragoon squadron -  four companies of 500 

men each24 . Every unit was to be supplemented by soldiers from Nolde’s 
regiment25 . Both infantry regiments comprised 40 Dragoons each.

20 A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., p. 130.
21 A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., p. 128.
22 C. Jany, Geschichte der preussischen A rm ee  , p. 222; [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  

-  po ln ische Türkenzüge, pp. 5 -6 ; O. O sten  -  Sacken, Preussens H eer von seinen A n fä n g en  bis 
zu r  Gegenwart, Bd. I, Die alte A rm ee, B erlin  1911, p. 73; A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., p. 125, 127.

23 Colonel F lem m ing’s squadron  (m ore often re ferred  to as a  squadron  th a n  a  regim ent) 
w as c rea ted  from  four com panies sep a ra ted  from  D önhoffs reg im en t. According to  C. Ja n y  
(Geschichte der preussischen  A rm ee, p. 222), it w as supplem ented  w ith  soldiers from  N olde’s 
reg im en t (H am ilton’s com pany). The d ivision took place in  A ugust 1672 before th e  reg im en t’s 
m arch  to Poland, an d  it con tinued  u n til th e  end of A ugust 1673 (F rederick  W illiam ’s o rder of 25 
A ugust 1673). The squ ad ro n  w as divided ag a in  in  1674 w hen  a n  ad d itio n al u n it w as allocated 
to  F lem m ing. In  1674, th e  sq u ad ro n  w as d ispa tched  to G erm any, an d  in  th e  sum m er of 1675, it 
fought ag a in s t th e  Sw edish  army. U n d er th e  o rder of 29 A ugust 1675, i t  w as com bined into 
a  single reg im en t w ith  D önhoffs u n it. H eino H ein rich  von F lem m ing  (8 M ay 1632 -  28 F e b ru ­
a ry  1706) w as a  m ajor in  Schw erin’s reg im en t from  29 S eptem ber 1663 (according to selected 
sources -  from  24 Septem ber 1664), L ie u ten a n t Colonel an d  reg im en t com m ander from  1664. 
H e w as prom oted to th e  ra n k  of Colonel on 28 A ugust 1671 (according to selected sources -  on 
25 A pril 1672). In  1680, he  becam e th e  G enera l F ield M arshal, H igh S tew ard  of H in terpom ­
m ern  an d  B erlin  governor. A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., pp. 112, 126, 129-135; G .A .M ülverstedt, op. 
cit., pp. 176-178, 192-194, 382-384 . C. Jany , Geschichte der preussischen  A rm ee, p. 222; 
[G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  poln ische Türkenzüge, p. 10; Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von 
1729, pp. 16, 21; C. Jany , Die alte A rm ee von 1655 bis 1740, p. 12.

24 G .A .M ülverstedt, op. cit., pp. 57 -  59; C. Jany, Die alte A rm ee von 1655 bis 1740, p. 49; 
Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von 1729, pp. 133-134

25 According to  C u rt Jany , b o th  com panies in  Levin von N olde’s reg im en t w ere adjo ined to 
F lem ing’s reg im ent, Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von 1729, p. 16; C. Jany, Die alte A rm ee von 1655 
bis 1740, p. 12.
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The condition of the corps was less than satisfactory with high rates of 
disease and desertion. In an effort to improve the combat value of Kurprinz’s 
regiment dispatched to the Reich, it was supplemented with the best soldiers 
from the remaining units who were exchanged for less experienced and 
weakly armed men. Dönhoff petitioned for an improvised corps comprising 
selected infantry soldiers from the guard of Prussian envoy Duke Ernst 
Bogislav von Croy, Dönhoff s own regiment, Nolde’s unit, garrisons in 
Piława, Klaipeda and Friedrichsburg, Block’s and Colonel Bodo von Schlie- 
ben’s Dragoons. The project never took off because Prussia was afraid that 
by evacuating the best troops to Poland, it would weaken its defenses26.

On 12 September, the corps marched out from Szczytno, and having 
crossed Chorzele, Przasnysz and Węgrów, it arrived a t the Polish camp near 
Lublin on 18 or 21 October2 7 . Prussian military aid came much too late as by 
tha t time, Poland and Turkey had already signed the Peace Treaty of Bucza- 
cz. The situation was tense, and there were fears tha t the corps could be 
used in an internal conflict between King Michał and the opposition, but 
Dönhoff made every attempt to avoid political involvement. Under the pre­
text of Poland’s failure to observe the terms of contract relating to the 
upkeep of the corps, the Colonel ordered his troops back. Decimated by 
disease and desertion, the corps finally reached Prussia in December 16722 8 . 
In January 1673, it was only 552 men strong29 .

The problem of military aid to Poland resurfaced in 1673 when the 
king’s envoy Szczęsny Morsztyn attempted to solicit Frederick William’s as­
sistance during a visit to Berlin30. Similarly to the previous year, the process 
of forming and dispatching an auxiliary corps to aid the crown army was 
significantly delayed, and it was never completed31. Nevertheless, the nego­
tiations continued, and the Prussian army’s involvement in the war against 
Turkey was combined with the principal aim of supporting Frederick Wil­
liam’s son, Karl Emil, in the upcoming elections after the death of Michał 
Wisniowiecki. On 23 January 1674, the Elector undertook to dispatch a corps 
comprising 1,000 foot soldiers and 1200 Dragoons3 2 . In the end, the size of 
the troops was significantly reduced.

On 19 March 1674, the Elector gave orders to form a corps of 1,200 
Dragoons33. It would comprise two Dragoon regiments of six companies each

26 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  po ln ische Türkenzüge, p. 5 -6 .
27 According to A.C. Ö lsnitz  (op. cit., p. 130), he  a rriv ed  in  L ublin  on 18 October, according 

to G. L ehm an, (B randenburgisch  -  po ln ische Türkenzüge, o. 7) on 21 October. Cf. A. K am ieński, 
op. cit., p. 58.

28 C. Jany , Geschichte der preussischen  A rm ee  p. 222; A. K am ieński, op. cit., p. 58-59.
29 A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., p. 131.
30 A. K am ieński, op. cit., p. 59.
31 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  poln ische Türkenzüge, pp. 9 -10 ; A.C. Ö lsnitz, op. cit., 

pp. 131-132.
32 A. K am ieński, op. cit., pp. 89-103.
33 C. Jany, Geschichte der preussischen  A rm ee  p. 222,
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under the command of Colonel Caspar von Hohendorff34 and Colonel Bodo 
von Schlieben35. The corps was created under the order of 16 April 1674, and 
it was adjoined to the Dragoon squadron tha t had been dissolved after 
Block’s resignation. Schlieben’s squadron was expanded to include the com­
panies of Captain Lange and Captain Krohn, and Captain Kalau von Hofe’s 
Leibkompanie was placed under Hohendorffs command36. To create 12 com­
panies of 100 men each, they were additionally supplemented with soldiers 
from the remaining units and garrisons in the Duchy of Prussia37.

The corps formation process was prolonged until mid July 1674. Its 
composition was finally approved on 18 July, comprising 44 command staff in 
both regiments, 528 officers and personnel members in the command of 12 
companies and 986 soldiers38.

After the head count in Bartoszyce of 24 July, the corps marched out to 
the Polish border. The troops crossed the border on 2 August near Dąbrówno 
where they were intercepted by Polish commissioner Jan  Chądzyński. The 
corps arrived at the camp near Lviv on 18 October. During the march, both 
commanders, Hohendorff and Schlieben, complained about the Poles’ hostile 
attitudes. The two colonels also found it difficult to reach a mutual agree­
ment, and from mid-August, their troops marched separately39.

The Brandenburg corps participated in the siege of Bar on 11-18 No­
vember 1674, after which they occupied Braclaw, Niemirów, Kalnik (23 No­
vember -  16 December) and Raszków (10 January 1675)40. The campaign 
was difficult, supplies were poor, and both Hohendorff and Schlieben suf­
fered great losses in battle and due to disease. The Swedish advancement

34 C asp ar von H ohendorff he ld  th e  post of O berste rw ach tm eiste r an d  com pany com m and­
e r in  th e  g u a rd ’s in fan try  reg im en t in  1655; com m ander of th e  D ragoon g u a rd  from  4 Sep tem ­
ber 1657, prom oted to th e  ra n k  of colonel on 2 Ju n e  1658, com m ander of a  D ragoon com pany in 
1660, com m ander of th e  D ragoon reg im en t from  16 A pril 1674. G.A. M ülversted t, op. cit., 
p. 249; Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von 1729, pp. 15; 131, 134; C. Jany, Die alte A rm ee von 1655 
bis 1740, p. 50.

35 Bodo von Schlieben (9 F eb ru a ry  1638 -  19 M arch  1676), com m ander of a  D ragoon 
com pany in  1664, colonel from  1669, com m ander of two D ragoon com panies in  1672-1673; from 
1673, com m ander of a  squadron  com prising th ree  com panies a fte r  a  m erger w ith  Joachim  
E rn s t von G örtzke’s company. The D ragoon reg im ent, w hich w as to be adjo ined by  two com pa­
nies from  Block’s squadron , cap itu la ted  on 13 A pril 1674. A fter re tu rn in g  from  Poland in  1675, 
Schlieben w as d ispa tched  to B randenburg . He fought ag a in s t th e  Sw edish  a rm y  in  Pom eran ia. 
Schlieben w as a  com m ander of W olin from  1675. A fter h is d ea th , th e  reg im en t w as placed
u n d e r G örtzke’s com m and. M ülversted , op. cit., pp. 410-411; Die D essauer S ta m m lis te  von
1729, pp. 134-135; C. Jany , Die alte A rm ee von 1655 bis 1740, p. 50.

36 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  poln ische Türkenzüge, p. 11.
37 C. Jany, Geschichte der preussischen  Arm ee, p. 223; [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  

-  poln ische Türkenzüge, p. 11.
38 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  po lnische Türkenzüge, pp. 12-13.
39 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  po lnische Türkenzüge, pp. 13-14.
40 G. G ie rath s, op. cit., pp. 4, 8, 20, G .A .M ülverstedt, op. cit., p. 25; C. Jany, Geschichte 

d er p reu ssischen  A rm ee, p. 223; [G. L ehm ann], B ra n d en b u rg isch  -  po ln ische  Türkenzüge, 
pp. 14-15.



THE COMPOSITION OF THE BRANDENBURG-PRUSSIAN MILITARY.. 55

into Brandenburg forced the Elector to withdraw the troops from Poland. 
The official order was issued on 10 January 1675, but Sobieski refused to 
release the corps without the assurance tha t Prussian military aid would 
return in the spring. Sobieski also demanded tha t minimum 100 soldiers 
were left stationing with the Polish army. The Brandenburgs finally began 
their retreat on 9 February41.

In late April, the troops crossed the Prussian border near Bogusze and 
Prostki, and the corps’ 273 remaining soldiers were stationed in the area of 
Ełk42.

41 [G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  poln ische Türkenzüge, pp. 15 -  17; A. K am ieński, op. 
cit., pp. 123-124.

42 C. Jany , Geschichte der preussischen  Arm ee, p. 223; G .A .M ülverstedt, op. cit., p. 249; 
[G. L ehm ann], B randenburg isch  -  po ln ische Türkenzüge, p. 17.


