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Notes on Contributors

Bogdan Florin Chiriluţă, PhD, born in 1982, is a lecturer at the Fac-
ulty of Orthodox Theology of Ovidius University of Constanţa (Roma-
nia). He graduated and obtained Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the 
Faculty of Theology. Since 2011 he holds a PhD in Theology, specializa-
tion Biblical Theology.

Nicolae V. Dură, Professor, JD, born in 1945 in Romania. He obtained 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in theology from the Theological 
Institute of University Rank in Bucharest; followed by PhD in Canon 
Law (1981) in the same University after completing his PhD studies and 
research in the field of Canon Law in Ethiopia; doctoral and postdoctoral 
studies and research in France (Catholic Institute and Sorbonne University 
of Paris) and in Greece (Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki). In 1997 
he obtained a degree of Doctor in Canon Law at the Pontifical University 
of Toulouse (France); and in 2002 — Doctor Honoris Causa granted by 
the Humanist Sciences University of Ostrog (Ukraine); 2010 — Doctor 
Honoris Causa — the St. Kliment Ohridski University of Sofia (Bulgaria); 
2015 — Doctor Honoris Causa — the Ivane Javakhishvili State University 
from Tbilisi (Georgia). Professor Emeritus of the Ovidius University of 
Constanţa (2012—). He is a member of the following scholarly organiza-
tions: Academy of Romanian Scientists, Society of the Law of the Orien-
tal Churches, based in Vienna; the International Consortium for Law and 
Religion Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Milan. Professor of Theo-
logical Institute of University Rank in Bucharest (1976—2001) and Pro-
fessor of the Faculty of Law and Faculty of Theology of the Ovidius Uni-
versity in Constanta (2001—). Vice Dean (for Education and Research) 
of the Faculty of Law, Ovidius University of Constanţa (2004—2008); 
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Vice Rector of the Ovidius University for Inter-University Relations and 
Foreign Students (2008—2012). Prizes: The National Order of Merit (ver-
sion of the Legion of Honour, Cultural Merit), awarded in 2001 by the 
President of France, Jacques Chirac, at the proposal of the Minister of 
External Affairs for his contribution to the promotion of the French lan-
guage and European culture due to his book, amounting to more than 
1,000 pages, Le Régime de la synodalité selon la législation canonique, con-
ciliaire, oecuménique, du Ier millénaire, published in Bucharest in 1999;  
A. D. Xenopol Award granted by Romanian Academy in 2001 etc. Author 
of books, studies and articles (on theology, canon law, law, history, ecclesi-
ology, the history of ancient literature, philosophy etc.), amounting to 
thousands of pages published in different languages.

Stephan Bernhard Haering OSB (Abbey of Metten, Bavaria), Dr. theol., 
Dr. iur. can. habil., MA, born in 1959, ordained a priest in 1984, studied 
Catholic theology, German literature, history, and Canon Law in Salzburg, 
Munich, and Washington D.C. He worked as an ordinary professor of Canon 
Law at the University of Würzburg from 1997 to 2001. Since 2001 he is  
a full professor of Canon Law at the Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich 
(Klaus Mörsdorf studies for Canon Law). He has published numerous papers 
on Canon Law and ecclesiastical history of law and civil law concerning 
religion. He is also the managing editor of the journal Archiv für katholisches 
Kirchenrecht (Archives for Catholic Canon Law) and co-editor of the new 
edition of the Cerman Handbook of Catholic Canon Law (2015). He is  
a judge at the Archdiocesan Consistory and Metropolitan Court of Munich, 
a consultant of the German Bishops’ Conference (Commission for Ecu-
menism) and a judge at the Ecclesiastical Labor Court (Bonn).

Andrzej Halemba, Dr. theol., M. theol., born 1954, ordained a priest 
1980. Studied missiology at the Academy of Catholic Theology in War-
saw. In the year 1983, a missionary priest in Zambia, a member of 1996 
Episcopal Conference of Poland Missions Commission, delegate for Mis-
sionary Affairs and Missionary Formation. In 2006 Pontifical Foundation 
Aid to the Church in Need, Africa Referent; 2010 Oriental Rites and Mid-
dle East Referent, direction of pastoral projects. Publications: translation 
of the New Testament into Mambwe; Mambwe-English dictionary; Folk 
Tales in Mambwe and English, Mambwe Liturgical lectionaries for cateche-
sis; God Speaks to His Children children’s Bible in Mambwe. Second edi-
tion of Folk Tales in Mambwe and The History and Customs of the Mam-
bwe People in preparation. Contributor and collector of art at the Cardinal 
Augustus Hlond Missionary Museum in Brzeczkowice. School initiatives 
in Zambia, Mambwe-Lungu regions.
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Cătălina Mititelu, born in 1974 in Constanţa (Romania), is Associ-
ate Professor at the Faculty of Orthodox Theology of Ovidius University of 
Constanţa (Romania). She graduated and obtained Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees from the Faculty of History, Faculty of Law, and the Faculty of The-
ology. Since 2012 she holds a PhD in Theology, specialization Canon Law, 
at the Ovidius University of Consţanta (Romania). Currently, she is a PhD 
candidate in Law, specialization Constitutional Law. She published many 
studies and books on canonical law and nomocanonical law, matrimonial 
law, constitutional law, history of law, criminal law, etc.

Damián Němec, OP, Assistant Professor at the Palacký University of 
Olomouc, Head of the Department of Church Law, teaching Canon 
Law and ecclesiastical law at the Faculty of Theology and at the Faculty  
of Philosophy. Research worker at the Faculty of Law at the University of 
Trnava (Slovak Republic). Specialist in the area of the law of consecrated life 
(including participation on the elaboration of several Constitutions of some 
religious institutes), of the law of sacraments and of the Church-state rela-
tionship, especially of the concordats between the Holy See and individual 
states. Translator of several official documents of the Catholic Church into 
Czech. Translator of liturgical texts of the Catholic Church into Czech.

Andrzej Pastwa, Professor UŚ, Priest in the Archdiocese of Katowice, 
Head of Department of Canon Law and Ecumenical Theology at the Fac-
ulty of Theology at the University of Silesia. He is a member of Con-
sociatio Internationalis Studio Iuris Canonici Promovendo, Consociatio 
Iuris Canonici Polonorum, as well as Commission for Polish-Czech and 
Polish-Slovak Relations of the Polish Academy of Sciences. His schol-
arly achievements contain, among others, monographs: Prawne znac-
zenie miłości małżeńskiej (Katowice 1999), Istotne elementy małżeństwa. 
W nurcie odnowy personalistycznej (Katowice 2007), “Przymierze miłości 
małżeńskiej.” Jana Pawła II idea małżeństwa kanonicznego (Katowice 2009) 
and recently Dobro małżonków. Identyfikacja elementu „ad validitatem”  
w orzecznictwie Roty Rzymskiej (Katowice 2016). He is the editor-in-chief 
of Ecumeny and Law and Philosophy and Canon Law.

† Teodosie Petrescu, Professor, PhD, born in 1955 in Romania, Bach-
elor degree in Orthodox Theology (1980); PhD in Theology, the thesis 
entitled: Book of Psalms and its importance in the pastoral and mission-
ary life of the Church (1999); Doctor in Music with the doctoral thesis 
The Holy Scripture in music and music in the Holy Scripture (2005); aux-
iliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Bucharest (1994—2001); Archbishop 
of Tomis (2001); Teaching Assistant of the Faculty of Theology “Justinian 
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Patriarhul”, Bucharest (1986–1994); professor with teaching and research 
activities (2002—) of the Ovidius University of Constanţa; Dean of the 
Faculty of Orthodox Theology of the Ovidius University (2002—2012); 
Vice Rector — International Relations and Foreign Students of the Ovidius 
University of Constanţa (2012—2014). Member in the following scien-
tific and professional associations: Holly Synod of the Romanian Church 
(1994—); Senate of the Ovidius University (2002—); Academy of Roma-
nian Scientists (2003—); International Consortium for Law and Religion 
Studies, Faculty of Law, University of Milan (2009). Awards: National 
Order “Star of Romania” Knight grade (2002).

Stanislav Přibyl, PhD, JCD, is a priest of the Catholic Prague Archdio-
cese. He was ordained in 1996. He studied at the Law School of Charles 
University in Prague and the Faculty of Canon Law at the Institutum 
Utriusque Iuris of the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome. His thesis 
Ekumenismus a právo [Ecumenism and Law] was published in 2006. In 
2011, he received the degree of docent following a successful defence of 
his study Tschechisches Staatskirchenrecht nach 1989. He is a judge of the 
Metropolitan Church Court in Prague; teaches church and civil law at  
the Theological School of South Bohemian University in České Budějovice. 
He also works as a researcher at the Institute of Religious Liberty Ques-
tions in the Faculty of Law in Trnava. Presently serves as a spiritual admin-
istrator of the St. Gabriel Church in Prague-Smíchov.

Wilhelm Rees, Dr. theol. habil, born in 1955 in Augsburg, studied 
Catholic Theology in Augsburg. He worked as Visiting Professor of Canon 
Law at the School of Catholic Theology of the University of Bamberg 
from 1992 to 1996. Since 1996 he is a Full Professor of Canon Law at the 
Theological School of the Leopold-Franzens-University, Innsbruck. He has 
published numerous papers on Canon Law, ecclesiastical law, and civil 
law concerning religion. He is the co-editor of the new edition of the Ger-
man Handbook of Catholic Canon Law (Handbuch des katholischen Kirch-
enrechts) (2015) and the co-editor of the German scientific book series 
Canonistic Studies and Texts (Kanonistische Studien und Texte, published 
by Duncker & Humblot, Berlin).

Piotr Ryguła holds a PhD and a habilitation (post-doctoral degree) in 
legal science, and he works as Professor at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 
University in Warsaw. He received his MA and PhD in Canon Law from the 
Faculty of Canon Law at the University of Navarra (Pampeluna, Spain). His 
PhD dissertation titled Sacramentalidad del matrimonio según los autores 
polacos desde 1917, was defended in 1998. On the basis of his consecutive 
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scientific achievements and his post-doctoral dissertation (habilitation) 
titled Wolność religijna w Hiszpanii na tle przemian społeczno-politycznych 
w latach 1931—1992 (published in 2009 by the University of Silesia Press 
in Katowice, Poland), in 2010 the Council of the Faculty of Canon Law 
at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw granted him the 
scientific degree of habilitation in the field of Canon Law.

In the years 2004—2012 he was Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Canon Law at the Faculty of Theology, University of Silesia. Since 2009 
he has been teaching Canon Law at the Faculty of Law and Administra-
tion, University of Silesia, in Katowice. Since 2012 he has been holding 
the Chair of Law History at the Faculty of Canon Law, Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński University in Warsaw.

Jan Słomka, Prof. dr hab., Head of the Department of Dogmatic Theol-
ogy and Spirituality at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Silesia, 
Katowice. He has worked at the Faculty of Theology since 2001, that is, 
since the faculty was established. He also lectures patrology at Seminary 
in Łódź. He specializes in patristic theology and the theology of spir-
ituality. Among his most important publications are: Food and Sacrifice. 
Eucharistic Reflection of the Early Greek Fathers (Łódź 2000); Baptism and 
Penance in Christian Antiquity (ed., Kraków 2004); The New Prophecy. His-
tory and Doctrine of Montanism (SACh 4, Katowice 2007); Early Christian 
Names of Baptism (University of Silesia Press, Katowice 2009); St. Isaac of 
Nineveh, Grammar of Spiritual Life (introduction, translation from Italian, 
compilation and academic editing; Library of the Fathers of the Church 
series, Kraków 2010).

Jerzy Sojka, PhD in theology, Assistant Professor at the Department 
for Systematic Theology of the Christian Theological Academy in Warsaw. 
Studied Theology at the Christian Theological Academy and the University 
of Bonn. He was granted a PhD degree based on the thesis Holy Commun-
ion as nota ecclesiae in LWF-Publications. His research interests are con-
centrated on the Lutheran theology from the period of the 16th-century 
Reformation and its modern reception and interpretation, as well as Evan-
gelical systematic theology of the 20th century. Published, among other 
works, Widzialne Słowo. Sakramenty w luterańskiej „Księdze zgody” [Visi- 
ble Word. Sacraments in the Lutheran Book of Concord], Warszawa 2016; 
together with Ł. Barański: Reformacja, t. 1: Historia i teologia luterańskiej 
odnowy Kościoła w Niemczech w XVI w. część 1 [Reformation, vol. 1: His-
tory and Theology of the Lutheran Church Renewal in 16th-Century Ger-
many, pt. 1], Bielsko-Biała 2016. Married, comes from Cieszyn, currently 
lives in Warsaw.
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Jerzy Szymik, Professor, PhD, born in 1953 in Pszów in the Upper 
Silesian region, priest of the Katowice Archdiocese, theologian and poet. 
Professor of theological sciences, lecturer of dogmatic theology. During 
1986—2008 connected with the Catholic University of Lublin where he 
was, among others, the Head of Christology Chair (1997—2005). Since 
2005, he has been working at the Dogmatic Theology Institute at the 
Faculty of Theology of the University of Silesia, from 2007 onwards — 
as a full professor. Since 2004 — a member of the Vatican International 
Theological Commission. Permanently cooperating with Gość Niedzielny. 
Author of more than 50 scientific, poetic and essayistic books (recently, e.g. 
Teologia na usługach wiary, bliższa życiu… w 30 lat później, Lublin 2011; 
Chodzi o Boga, Katowice 2012; Theologia benedicta, vol. I—II, Katowice 
2010—2012; Poezja i teologia, vol. I—II, Katowice 2009—2013; Hilaste-
rion, Katowice 2014; Teologia i my, Katowice 2014). Supervisor of 20 doc-
toral dissertations, 181 Master’s degree theses. He specialises in Christol-
ogy, methodology of theology, theology of culture, theology of J. Ratzinger/
Benedict XVI. He lives in Katowice and Pszów.

Volodymyr Vakin was born on 19 August 1983 in Lutsk. In 2005, he 
graduated from Kiev Theological Seminary and received Master’s degree 
in theology. In 2009, he graduated from Kiev Theological Academy and 
defended his PhD thesis in the field of theology on a theme: The Practice 
and Tradition of the Ecclesiastical Court in the Life of the Kyiv Metropolis. 
Vakin Volodymyr has been working at the Volyn Orthodox Theological 
Academy since 2010 as a senior teacher, Associate Professor and Vice-Rec-
tor. According to the decision of the Holy Synod of Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church Kiev Patriarchate on 20 October 2013, he was appointed as the 
Rector of the Volyn Orthodox Theological Academy.


