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The pantheon o f B ritish queens and kings ranges from  glorious 
m onarchs, w ho w ere the bu ilders o f  the B ritish  E m pire to help less 
ru lers under w hose reign E ngland  lost its vast land possessions and  
m uch o f its p restige. S im ilarly , B ritish h istory  encom passes such 
sovereigns as H enry  I (1100-1135) w ho w as an advocate o f ju s tice  as 
w ell as cruel tyrants the like o f  W illiam  R ufus (1087-1100). E xam ples 
o f  extrem es abound in a ll aspects o f m onarchical life, not to forget the 
p rocliv ity  o f  the B ritish royalty  to indulge in a broad  range o f sexual 
activities.

F rom  the N orm an c o n q u e s t to the present day, there have been a 
significant num ber o f  heterosexual k ings w ho failed to rem ain  faithful 
to their w ives and  sought lust and/or com passion outside their m arital 
vow s. A t the opposite pole o f  m a n ’s sexuality , B ritish  h isto ry  records 
m any ru lers w ho w ere distinctly  hom osexual and  often, in sp ite  o f 
being m arried, indulged them selves w ith  partners o f  the sam e sex. It is 
interesting  to no te  that none o f  the B ritish gay  kings w ere  ever either 
d isposed o f or assassinated  so lely  because o f sexual preferences. The 
only  case o f  m urder w as in the instance o f E dw ard  II (1307-1327).
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T his occurred as the result o f  a fatal choice o f  m ale lovers w hom  the 
nobility  refused  to tolerate.

T he aim  o f th is paper is to present Jam es I (1603-1625)1 from  the 
perspective o f  h is sexuality  and  thus evaluate to w hat extent this first 
S tuart k ing  allow ed his personal desires to influence his m onarchical 
duties. A lso , the in tention  o f  th is w ork  is to assess the role o f his 
particular favourites w ith  reference to their im pact on the K in g ’s hom e 
and foreign policy  w ith in  his tw enty-three year reign.

A ccording to m any psychological assessm ents, our sexuality  is 
determ ined long before w e enter adulthood. In order to be able to 
understand Ja m e s’s sexual p references and thus, the degree to w hich 
he w as influenced by  his m ale lovers, h is childhood experiences m ust 
be taken into consideration. E ven a b rie f exam ination  o f  Ja m e s’s 
childhood indicates that all pre-conditions w ere fulfilled to divert his 
sexual in terest tow ards partners o f  the sam e sex. O n the advice of 
Presbyterian  C hurch officials that the Prince should  be brought up in 
the com pany o f m en, a ll w om en w ere rem oved from  his 
surroundings2. In addition, the boy  w as raised  v irtua lly  w ithout a 
m other, w ho having been charged w ith  having an affair w ith  Earl o f 
B othw ell and found at the sam e tim e responsible for her involvem ent 
in m urdering her husband, faced a death penalty  in Scotland. To avoid 
this, M ary Q ueen o f  Scots sought refuge in England. W orse still, even 
had his father, Lord D arnley, not been killed  in questionable 
circum stances, the Prince w ould  have been unable to find  him  a 
m asculine exam ple to fo llow  as D arn ley  had  the reputation  o f being 
fatuous, vain  and light-m inded3. In v iew  o f h is fa th e r’s death and the 
b o y ’s loneliness, coupled w ith  a feeling o f  in-security , it seem s clear 
that his early  years led inevitably  to his tendency  to fancy m en and an 
obsession about his being assassinated  at the sam e tim e in the future.

1 James VI of Scotland, a son of Mary Queen of Scots and Lord Darnley, succeeded 
the English throne as James I.
2 O. Bucholz, N. Key, Early Modern England, 1485-1714: A Narrative History, 
Malden 2004, p. 208.
3 M. Farquhar, Królewskie Skandale. Warszawa 2002, p. 100.
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U ndoubted ly , these factors, even if  they  did not turn  the young Prince 
gay , certa in ly  paved the w ay  for h is open hom osexuality .

A m ongst the first o f young Ja m e s’s m ale lovers, Esm é S tuart is 
prom inent. H aving  been brought up at the French  court, w here 
hom osexuality  w as m ore popular than elsew here, Esm é S tuart 
returned to Scotland  at the age o f  th irty-seven. A lthough he had 
already  been m arried  w ith  four children, h is physical a ttractiveness as 
w ell as good m anners m ade th irteen-year-o ld  Jam es fall in love w ith  
h im 4. The P rin ce’s infatuation  becam e com m on know ledge as “he 
often em braced and k issed him  [Esmé] in public p laces”5. In token of 
h is love, the K ing passed on to h is lover vast lands and w ealth  
including A rbroath  A bbey, C rooktow n and  R enfrew shire. In addition, 
Jam es heaped  honours upon Esm é S tuart elevating him  first to the 
position  o f Earl o f  L ennox and  subsequently  to the posts o f Lord 
C hancellor and F irst C ham berlain. A ll o f  that w ould  have passed 
unnoticed  or even eventually  been tolerated, had  not Esm é S tuart been 
C atholic and left h is C atholic w ife and children in France. English 
Protestants as w ell as the Scottish  clergy saw  the K in g ’s favourite  as a 
d irect threat to the stab ility  o f  Protestantism  in the B ritish Isles. U nder 
these circum stances, the Scottish  P rotestant nobles acted  quickly: 
hard ly  had  Esm é S tuart been captured w hen he w as banished from  
Scotland.

The expulsion o f  Ja m e s’s lover seem s to have created  m ixed 
feelings. O n the one hand Jam es w as genu inely  so rry  to lose his 
beloved E sm é6. O n the o ther hand, the fe llo w ’s departure turned out to 
be a blessing for Jam es. The K in g ’s observations o f  these events and 
his subsequent deliberations led to a com plete transform ation  in his 
personality. Not only  did Jam es V I becom e m ore self-righ teous and

4 A. Stewart, The Cradle King: A Life o f James VI & I, London 2003, p. 51.
5 Own translation quoted from: Ch. Carlton, Królewskie faworyty w Anglii, Warszawa, 
Wrocław, Kraków 1995, p. 52.
6 Despite James VI’s devotion to Esmé Stuart, the King had other lovers viz. Francis 
Stuart or Patrick of Gray. Therefore this imposed upon him break-up with Esmé 
Stuart was not so devastating.
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convinced  o f  the d ivine right o f  king7, but also he cam e to term s w ith  
his hom osexuality . C learly, the situation  w ith  Esm é S tu a rt’s 
ban ishm ent resu lted  in Jam es becom ing  m ore stable in h is rule of 
Scotland. Ch. C arlton m akes an interesting parallel betw een Ja m e s’s 
re ign  prior to and  after the event under d iscussion now , and  claim s 
that in the period to follow , the K in g ’s successes could  only  be 
com parable to the ach ievem ents o f  R obert the B ruce8.

A s Jam es becam e m ore m ature, the m ore conscious he w as o f  his 
sacred  duty  to produce an heir w ho w ould  continue the dynasty  he had 
started. A lthough w om en w ere  still outside h is scope o f  sexual desires, 
the tw enty-three-year o ld  K ing got engaged in courting A nn of 
D enm ark. In 1589 they  got m arried  in D enm ark, and  shortly  after, 
they  returned  to Scotland. H aving secured  h is succession, Jam es V I 
began to drift aw ay  from  his w ife. A lthough they  had  six  m ore 
children, prior to the birth  o f  the last, Sophia, in  1606, Jam es had 
already  turned to his old habits and  fell in love once again; th is tim e 
w ith  R obert Carr.

The K ing m et th is new  lover at a tournam ent in 1607. T here w as an 
im m ediate m utual attraction, w hich  resu lted  in a springboard  effect, 
launching C arr’s career at court. A lm ost instantly  he w as elevated  to 
knighthood, a year later he becam e L ord  R ochester and the fo llow ing 
year he w as offered a seat on the Privy C ouncil. H is final preferm ent 
w as that o f Earl o f  Som erset. Such a collection o f high state offices 
illustrates the initial in tensity  o f  Ja m e s’s love o f  Carr. In turn  the 
K in g ’s param our w ith  g reater zeal began to interfere w ith  the m aking 
o f  the K in g ’s foreign policy. A s a consequence, Jam es started  to show  
pro-Spanish  leanings. A lready  by  1604 the K ing had begun to d isplay  
a sym pathetic  approach tow ard  the Spanish  court. A ttem pts to 
im prove relations, how ever, w ere  doom ed to failure as long as the

7 W. Barlow, The Summe and Substance of the Conference [...] at Hampton Court, 
London 1604, p. 78-83 [in:] M. Misztal, Outline o f British History, Kraków 1997, p. 
142-143.
8 Ch. Carlton, op.cit., p. 54.
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Spanish  Inquisition  persecuted  E nglish  m erchants, w ho traded w ith  
the ports o f  both Spain and Portugal.

On C a rr’s suggestion, Jam es I concluded peace w ith  Spain  in 1611. 
T his event initiated  a period during w hich  England continued to 
m ain tain  good relations w ith  Spain. R obert C arr can only  be credited 
w ith  laying the foundations for the build ing o f  dip lom atic links w ith 
Spain. He w as d isliked not only  for conducting foreign policy  but also 
for in terfering w ith  in ternal policy, such  as the im position  o f 
unquestionable  taxes9 w ithou t the approval o f  Parliam ent. A ll the new  
taxes and  im positions w ere in troduced as the result o f  the grow ing 
debt, w hich  in 1608 had  am ounted  to £600 ,00010 and the consequent 
constant quest for m oney. To im prove the C ro w n ’s finances Jam es, at 
the request o f  h is adviser Salisbury, in troduced a G reat C ontract “by 
w hich  Parliam ent w ould  vote a m onarch a regular incom e o f £200,000 
a year [...] in return for the abandonm ent o f  its righ ts o f  w ardship, 
m arriage and  purveyance”11. The schem e w as short-lived and no 
sooner had it collapsed than short-term  in itiatives w ere used ju s t  to get 
by.

In Ju ly  1610 Jam es w as once again  in desperate need o f  m ore 
m oney. T his tim e he applied  for £500,000, how ever th is w as turned 
dow n. T his tim e w as the first occasion Jam es had  been accused of 
having expended  too m uch on his favourites. Such recrim ination  
irritated  R obert C arr so m uch that he persuaded the K ing to dissolve 
Parliam ent. T he m onarch then proceeded to act precisely  as C arr had 
suggested, w hich  show s c learly  the degree o f influence the lover 
exercised over Jam es I. A s a consequence o f  C a rr’s in terference, no 
Parliam ent w as sum m oned from  1610 to 162112.

B eing the m o n arch ’s lover, R obert C arr w as not accustom ed to 
fore-going his desires to realise his w him s, even if  such action resulted

9 Anon, The History of Kings and Queens of England and Scotland, Singapore 2002, 
p. 159.
0 Ch. Daniell, A Traveller’s History o f England, Gloucestershire, 1996, p. 117.

11 J. P. Kenyon, Stuart England, Penguin Books, 1990, p 74.
12 H. Zins, Historia Anglii, Warszawa 1995, p.169.
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in the w idening  o f  the gap betw een the court and the earldom 13 and 
thus u ltim ately  leading to C a rr’s dow nfall, w h ich  indeed it did. The 
K in g ’s param our fell in love w ith  the L ady  F rances H ow ard; she 
w ould  have been a perfect m atch, had  not the L ady  been w ife to the 
E arl o f  Essex. L ady  H ow ard and C arr had w oven  a plot to get rid  of 
her husband  by  having the E arl drink a concoction, w hich  resu lted  in 
h is im potence. O n the pretext that the m arriage had  not been 
consum m ated due to failure on the h u sb an d ’s part, L ady  H ow ard and 
C arr set about m aking application  efforts for the annulm ent o f  the 
m arriage. Jam es I w as w ell aw are o f  the cou p le ’s v icious intentions. It 
is no tew orthy  that h is support and persuasion o f the b ishops to grant 
perm ission for the divorce m ade the plan feasible. The event 
illustrates explicitly  the extrem e lengths to w hich  the K ing w as 
prepared to go ju s t  to please h is lover.

No sooner had  C arr been ab le to m arry  L ady  F rances H ow ard 
legally  than Thom as O verbury, h is w ife ’s earlier adm irer, threatened 
to reveal the details concern ing  the poisoning o f  L ady  F ran ces’ first 
husband14. T hom as O verbury  and  R obert C arr w ere not fond o f  each 
o ther - to put it m ild ly  - and this threat deepened their m utual dislike. 
R obert Carr, w ho had ju s t  been elevated to the position  o f  the E arl o f 
Som erset, felt confident enough that he w ould  be able to extricate 
h im se lf from  his problem s by  persuading the K ing to have Thom as 
O verbury sent to F rance or better to R ussia  as an  am bassador15. 
T hom as O verbu ry ’s rejection o f  the offer led first to his im prisonm ent 
and  thence his death. T here is som e evidence, w hich im plies that 
R obert C arr w as involved in m urdering h is b lackm ailer16. T w o years 
later R obert C arr and his w ife  w ere them selves arrested. T hey  w ere 
found guilty  o f  m urdering O verbury  and sentenced to capital 
punishm ent. Jam es, w ho w as not to see h is ex-lover again, as h is last

13 Ch. Carlton, op.cit., p. 48.
14 J. P. Kenyon, op.cit., p. 80.
15 A. Stewart, op.cit., p. 261.
16 N. Cawthorne, Życie prywatne angielskich władców, Warszawa, 2000, p. 53.
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favour, converted  the death penalty  to lifetim e im prisonm ent. R obert 
C arr w as released  after seven  years.

L ong before C arr’s dow nfall, the K in g ’s lust had  been diverted 
tow ards a m uch younger m an, G eorge V illiers. H is in troduction to the 
K ing w as not coincidental. A rchbishop A bbot, w ho arranged the 
in troduction, had anticipated  that he w ould  be am ply  rew arded  for it. 
S im ilarly , the Queen, w ho hated  R obert Carr, deliberately  helped 
young V illiers enter the circle o f  the royal court as redress to Carr. 
N onetheless, neither the  arch b ish o p ’s nor the Q ueen ’s endeavours 
w ould  have m eant anything had it not been for G eorge V illie rs’ 
beauty, w hich  the K ing found irresistible. From  the very  first m om ent 
th ey  m et, Jam es w as so fascinated  and  overw helm ed b y  his 
appearance that he gave V illiers a nicknam e “S teen ie”17. This 
n icknam e w as an abbrev iation  o f  St S tephen w hose  face, accord ing  to 
the B ible, w as resp lendent o f  an an g e l”18 A ccord ing  to a contem porary  
account, “E verything in him  w as so delicate and  beautifu l, especially  
h is hands and face seem  to be the m ost fem inine and  a ttrac tive”19.

In addition  to h is handsom e appearance, V illiers displayed certain 
a ttractive individual qualities: sparkling  conversation, dancing, the 
playing o f  cricket and  horse riding, w h ich  the K ing w ould  appreciate 
in others h igh ly20. N ot surprisingly, therefore, h is looks coupled w ith  
these other attribu tes m ade him  a “tasty  m o rse l” for the King. Y et, few  
courtiers believed that anything lasting  w ould  com e o f it. The 
m ajority  claim ed that V illiers w ould  becom e yet ano ther to y  o f  the 
K ing that w ould  be d iscarded as soon as he got bored  w ith  it21.

C ontrary  to com m on expectations, the first encounter betw een 
Jam es and  G eorge, w hich w as held  in Farnham  in 1615, w as a 
springboard, launching their deep and com paratively  unusual 
relationship. T he com parison w as m ade as that betw een  a “father and 
ch ild” or “spou ses”. Such expressions are present in their

17 Ibidem.
18 Ibidem.
19 Own translation quoted from: N. Cawthorne, op.cit., p. 53.
20 Ch. Carlton, op.cit., p. 50.
21 Ibidem.
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correspondence. In one o f  the letters, after V illie rs’ m arriage, Jam es 
w rote:

My sweetest and most beloved child! Your beloved father gives you and your 
daughter his blessing. The Lord sends you sweet and cheerful awaking, all the 
best in this sacred bed and bless the following fruits, now that I have boys in 
alcove to play with. My dear, when you grow up, keep away from people’s 
importunity, who may put confusing ideas in your head so that I could see our 
glittering, white teeth and so that you could keep me company in my journeys. 
God bless you. James R22.

G eorge V illie rs’ speedy  rise in pow er and status is ascribed  not 
only  to his outstanding attractiveness, but also the d iplom atic sk ills he 
displayed. U nlike o ther o f  the K in g ’s lovers, V illiers w as best able to 
adjust h is behaviour and  beliefs to the requirem ents o f  a situation. He, 
for exam ple, acted  as a m ediator in argum ents betw een  the K ing and 
the Q ueen and  also, w as sk ilfu l in easing the pain o f  the first obvious 
signs o f  Jam es grow ing older (he suffered from  porphyria). G eorge 
also  show ed his devotion to Jam es in m any other respects. The 
explanation  o f  such  dedication  lies not in G eorge’s deep affection  he 
held  for the King, but can be d iscovered in the young m an ’s 
understanding  that w ithout h is Jam es, h is o ffices and the w ealth  he 
cam e to possess w ould  have little value.

T he relationship  w as based on their m utual need and realisation  
that they  w ere indispensable to each other. Thus, the King 
reciprocated  G eorge’s devotion by  treating him  as a son and taking 
care o f  h is fam ily. G eorge V illie rs’ career progression w as m eteoric 
and  his accruing o f  preferm ent w as far superior to anyone else in the 
kingdom . T he parvenu w as knighted  as a G entlem an o f B edcham ber 
in 1615, the fo llow ing year he becam e B aron W haddon and V iscount 
V illiers, in 1617 E arl o f  B uckingham , in 1618 M arquess of 
B uckingham  and  finally  in 1623 E arl o f  C oventry  and  D uke of 
B uckingham  - the first non-royal duke”23 in the K in g ’s realm  for over 
a century.

22 Own translation quoted from: N. Cawthorne, op.cit., p. 54.
23 K.O. Morgan, The Oxford History o f Britain, Oxford, 2001, p. 352.
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T he concentration  o f such pow er and status w ith in  one person m ust 
have g iven rise  to envy and  indignation  am ongst the m em bers o f  the 
royal court as w ell as Parliam ent. A lso, the spaw ning  o f  anxiety  was, 
certainly, caused by  the fact that in previous years the K ing w as apt 
“to single out people in political life, w ho w ere not very  
ou tstand ing”24. In spite  o f  m ounting  criticism , Jam es w ould  rep ly  
bluntly: “C hrist had His John  and  I have m y G eorge”25.

The problem s o f the C row n during the tim e o f B uck ingham ’s 
ascendancy  w ere little d ifferent to those ten years before. The constant 
lack o f  m oney  that Jam es and C arr had  faced and w hich  they  had 
resolved by  the suppression o f  Parliam ent for eleven years, cropped 
up in the early  tw enties w hen  V illiers w as at the K in g ’s side. To fill 
the C row n’s vaults, Jam es - fo llow ing B uck inhgam ’s advice - resorted  
to num erous finance enhancing schem es. O ne o f  w hich  w as the setting  
up o f  the order o f  baronets, w hich  w as the selling  o f  honours for cash. 
The num ber o f  titles so ld  rose qu ick ly  especially  in com parison w ith 
earlier decades. For instance, during E lizab e th ’s re ign  only  18  
peerages w ere sold  w hereas betw een  1603-1620 about 4 8 26. A s m ore 
and  m ore holders could boast o f  having a title, the a ttractiveness o f  the 
purchase began to w ear off. The econom ic princip le o f  ‘supp ly  and 
dem and’ led to a decrease in the price, and the in itiative no longer 
generated  as m uch m oney as w ould  have been hoped for.

To the sam e, if  not greater extent, B uckingham  participated  in 
laying the foundations o f a relationship  betw een  the K ing and 
Parliam ent from  1621  w hen  it w as sum m oned after an  eleven-year 
break. The H ouse o f  C om m on started  o ff by  criticising  the selling  o f 
m onopolies and other adm inistrative abuses. C onsequently , an enquiry 
w as ordered, w hich  after four m onths ended w ith  charges being laid 
against tw o m inor entrepreneurs: S ir F rancis M itchell and S ir G iles 
M om pesson27. A lthough no official accusations w ere m ade against

24 Own translation quoted from: N. Davis, Wyspy, Kraków 2003, p. 489.
25 Ch. Daniell, op.cit., p. 118.
26 J. P Kenyon, op.cit., p. 86.
27 Ibidem, p. 92.
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B uckingham , the M Ps could feel that they  w ere beginning to gain  the 
upper hand. For exam ple, in M ay 1621 the C om m ons prepared 
regulations strengthening the penal law s for C atholics, but only  at the 
request o f  king Jam es, w ere  they  suspended  until to the follow ing 
year.

B y N ovem ber the sales o f  titles and  m onopolies had declined 
drastically , and  Jam es, on V illie rs’ advice, applied  for subsid ies to 
help  defend the L ow er Palatinate28. The Parliam ent gran ted  its 
perm ission for one further subsidy  m aking it subject to both  the 
reinforcem ent o f  the law s against C atholics and  the term ination  of 
dip lom atic ties w ith  Spain. The latter dem and w as unrealistic  and 
infuriated  the King. In response to M P s’ dem ands, Jam es - under 
B uck ingham ’s in fluence - th reatened  to im prison the m em bers o f  the 
H ouse o f  C om m ons. In return, the M P s’ reaction  w as to protest 
fo rm ally  in the Journals o f  the H ouse o f  C om m ons:

The Commons now assembled in Parliament, being justly occasioned thereunto 
concerning sundry liberties, franchises and privileges of Parliament, amongst 
other here mentioned, do make the protestation following:

That the liberties, franchises, privileges and jurisdictions of Parliament are the 
ancient and undoubted birthright and inheritance of the subjects of England [...] 
and that every Member of the said House hath like freedom from all 
impeachment, imprisonment, and molestation [...] for or concerning any 
speaking, reasoning, or declaring of any matter or matters touching the Parliament 
or Parliament-business; and that any of the said Members be complained of and 
questioned for anything done or said in Parliament, the same is to be showed to 
the King by the advice and assent of all the Commons assembled in Parliament, 
before the King give credence to any private information29

Jam es, acting  on the spur o f  the m om ent, to re up the offending 
docum ent and dissolved Parliam ent.

A t the end o f  Ja m e s’s reign, B uck ingham ’s last and  perhaps m ost 
scandalous decision w as to becom e involved in a daring plan  w ith  the 
K in g ’s son -  Prince Charles. T he tw o decided to v isit the Spanish

28 Ibidem.
29 Historical Collections of Private Passages of State, weighty Matters in Law, 
Remarkable Proceedings in Five Parliaments, Vol. 6 [in:] M. Misztal, op.cit., p. 147.



324 Marek Smoluk

court incognito. T his shocking and  m ost inappropriate behaviour 
resu lted  in the calling o ff  o f  the m arriage plans, and consequently  
brought E ngland  closer to w ar w ith  Spain. The irony w as that this 
m isconduct in Spain helped  the D uke o f  B uckingham  gain  popularity.

Parliam ent w as sum m oned in 1624 and through B uck ingham ’s 
persuasion, its m em bers g ran ted  their consent to g ive subsid ies for 
w ar w ith  Spain. In return  Parliam ent dem anded the abolition  of 
m onopolies, participation  in the control o f  expenses and that the King 
w ould  not be allow ed to m ake im portant decisions in foreign policy 
w ithou t P arliam ent’s sanction30. The m oney raised  to defeat the 
Spanish  w as w asted, since the expedition  failed as soon as the E nglish 
had  crossed the C hannel. It so appears, Jam es I in the last m onths 
prior to h is death w as unfortunate enough to experience a series of 
failures, to w hich  clearly  B uckingham  had  contributed.

In sum m ary, it is beyond question  that R obert C arr exerted a 
noticeable  influence on Jam es I both  in politics and personal life. 
E nglish  society  w as indignant at the K in g ’s being so lenient and 
obedient, yet they  w ould  rather put the blam e on R obert Carr, not 
Jam es I, for the C ro w n ’s m oral as w ell as financial failures. One 
contem porary  account sum m arised it in the fo llow ing w ay: “The 
exhibition  o f  these gold caves cost England m ore than Q ueen 
E lizabeth  had spent during all the w ars”31.

G eorge V illie rs’ involvem ent in governing the country  w as quite 
d ifferent from  that o f  R obert C arr w ho “never com peted for political 
pow er”32. T his new  K in g ’s favourite not only  did so but also  gained it. 
B uck ingham ’s various political decisions a t hom e and in foreign 
affairs as w ell as in m atters o f  religion, echoed loudly  th roughout the 
k ingdom  as w ell as abroad. H is d ip lom acy and  influence, w hich  on 
the one hand enabled him  to take over the h ighest positions in the 
country, on the other did not prevent him  from  becom ing involved in

30 H. Zins, op.cit., p. 170.
31 Ch. Carlton, op.cit., p. 59.
32 J. P Kenyon, op.cit., p. 84.
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scandals and corruption33. W hat is rem arkable about V illiers is that he 
did not fall from  pow er the m om ent h is lover and patron died. A s a 
close friend o f  Ja m e s’s son, he continued to exert influence on politics 
and exercise pow er during the reign o f C harles I.

It is no tew orthy  that the term  hom osexual cam e into use in the 
E nglish  language at the turn  o f the 19 th century, up to w hich  tim e 
people had  not been identified  accord ing  to their sexual preferences. 
K ing Jam es, w ho in present term inology  w as ‘g a y ’, regarded 
hom osexuality  as an unforgivable sin34. In teresting ly  enough, there 
w as a penal code on the basis o f  w hich  hom osexuals could be 
prosecuted, but in reality  th is law  w as scarcely  ever applied  in 
practice. The reason for th is could  be that people such as the King, 
R obert Carr, G eorge V illiers and other gay  V IP s from  the royal court 
w ould  rather have kept this clause o f  the C rim inal C ode unused so as 
it could not affect them . A lternatively , they  activated  the old adage: 
one law  for the rich, another for the poor.
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