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Notes on Contributors

Pavol Dancák, Professor, Ph.D., graduated from the Cyril and Methodius Ro-
man Catholic Faculty of Theology in Bratislava in 1988, and in the same year 
received the priest’s ordination. He worked as a parish priest and in 1996 was 
appointed as a censor in beatification of Bishop Paul Peter Gojdič, and later also 
in the process of beatification of Bishop Vasil Hopko, Th.D. In 1995, he began 
to study philosophy at the Philosophical Faculty of Papal Theological Academy 
in Cracow. In 2001, with the supervision of Professor Karol Tarnowski, he de-
fended his postgraduate dissertation The Issue of Education in Teaching of John 
Paul II. On April 27, 2005, he attained the habilitation in history of philoso-
phy with a book Historical and Philosophical Reflections of Paideia in Works 
of Karol Wojtyła, at the Faculty of Arts, University of Prešov in Prešov, and 
on  January 29, 2011, he was appointed Professor of History of Philosophy. On 
August 1, 2002, he was employed as Vice-Dean for Development and External 
Relations Greek Catholic Theological Faculty of University of Prešov in Prešov, 
Slovak Republic, and currently Professor Dancák is the Head of Department of 
Philosophy and Religion. He is a member of the Academic Council of GTF UP 
in Prešov and the Academic Council of the St. Elizabeth University of Health 
and Social Work in Bratislava.

Rudolph Dupkala, graduated from the Faculty of Arts at the Pavol Jozef Šafárik 
University in Prešov. He studied and gave lectures at the Lomonosov University 
in Moscow, L’Université dété in Paris, Masaryk University in Brno, Uniwersytet 
Rzeszowski in Rzeszów, etc. His teaching and research focus on the history of 
philosophy and ethics, philosophy of culture and civilizations. He is the author 
of seven scientific monographs, four out of which published in foreign languages 
and abroad. He has extensive managerial experience, especially in the university 
environment. For almost 20 years, he held various academic positions (Head 



Notes on Contributors298

of department, Chairman of the Academic Senate, Chairman of the Scientific 
Council, Dean of the Faculty of Arts at the Prešov University).

Tomasz Gałkowski C.P., Associate professor at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński 
University in Warsaw (UKSW), graduated from the Pontifical Faculty of Theol-
ogy “Bobolanum”: SJ in Warsaw. In the years 1991–1995 he studied Canon Law at 
the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome, where on the basis of the dissertation 
“Il quid ius nellà realta umana e nella Chiesa” he received his doctoral degree. 
He was awarded with the Bellarmin’s Prize for his publication (Analecta Grego-
riana 269, Roma 1996). In 2007, he received a postdoctoral degree at the Faculty  
of Canon Law from the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw. His 
monograph Right—Duty. Priority and Interdependence in the Law Orders: Ca-
nonical and the Secular Society earned him the Prize of the Rector of the Uni-
versity. He is the author of about 70 academic publications. His academic interests 
include issues related to the ratio legis of the canonical norms and issues of com-
mon law and canon law. Currently, he is a judge at the Archidiocesan Tribunal  
of Łódź and professor at Canon Law Faculty of the UKSW in Warsaw.

John P. Hittinger, Dr, is a professor of philosophy and he is a member of the 
Center for Thomistic Studies at the University of St. Thomas, Houston, Texas, 
USA. He is the founder and director of the Pope John Paul II Forum for the 
Church in the Modern World. He holds degrees from the University of Notre 
Dame and the Catholic University of America. Dr. Hittinger has published arti-
cles on political philosophy, just war theory, and the thought of Karol Wojtyła. 
He is an ordinary member of the Pontifical Academy of St. Thomas Aquinas.

Witold Kania, Ph.D., priest of the archdiocese of Katowice and an associate 
professor of philosophy at the Faculty of Theology, University of Silesia, Kato-
wice, Poland. He received his doctorate in philosophy from the University of 
Navarra, Pamplona, Spain. He was a visiting researcher at Kennedy Institute of 
Ethics at Georgetown University, Washington D.C. Currently he is a member 
of the Bioethics Committee at the School of Medicine in Katowice, Poland. His 
publications include several articles concerning metaethics and selected issues 
in applied medical ethics.

Koblížek Jan, Mgr. Th.D. (1977, Czech Republic) is priest of the Archidiocese 
of Olomouc and assistant professor at the Sts Cyril and Methodius Faculty of 
Theology (Palacky University) in Olomouc. His PhD thesis deals with the social 
contract theory by Francisco Suárez (KTF UK, Prague 2012). During the post-
doctoral studies he worked at the Faculty of Arts of the Catholic University of 
Lyon in Archive “Joseph Vialatoux et Jean Lacroix” (2014, 15). His areas of 
expertise are political philosophy and social doctrine of the Church.
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Józef Krukowski, Professor ordinarius of law, professor of Catholic Univer-
sity of Lublin of John Paul II (1965–2015) and University of Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński in Warsaw (1994–2015), consultor to the Pontifical Commission for 
Legal Texts in Vatican (1985–), representative of Conference of Polish Epis-
copacy to the National Assembly of the Constitution of Republic of Poland 
(1984–1987), member of the Parliamentary Commission for the Ratification of 
Concordat between Holy See and Poland (1984–1997), president of the Legal 
Commission of the Polish Academy of Sciences, branch in Lublin (2014–), presi-
dent of the Polish Society of Canon Law (1991–).

Leo D. Lefebure is the Matteo Ricci, S.J., professor of Theology at George-
town University. He is the author of True and Holy: Christian Scripture and 
Other Religions, which received the 2015 Catholic Press Association first place 
award for best academic book on scripture. He is the co-author of The Path of 
Wisdom: A Christian Commentary on the Dhammapada, which received the 
2011 Frederick J. Streng Book Award from the Society for Buddhist-Christian 
Studies. He is also the author of The Buddha and the Christ and of Revela-
tion, the Religions, and Violence, which received the Pax Christi USA 2001 
Book Award. He is an Honorary Research Fellow of the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong and a Trustee Emeritus of the Council for a Parliament of the 
World’s Religions.

Damián Němec, OP, Assistant professor at the Palacký University of Olomouc, 
Head of the Department of Church Law, teaching canon law and ecclesiasti-
cal law at the Faculty of Theology and at the Faculty of Philosophy. Research 
worker at the Faculty of Law at the University of Trnava (Slovak Republic). 
Specialist in the area of the law of consecrated life (including participation on 
the elaboration of several constitutions of some religious institutes), of the law 
of sacraments and of the Church-state-relationship, especially of the concordats 
between the Holy See and individual States. Translator of several official docu-
ments of the Catholic Church into Czech. Translator of liturgical texts of the 
Catholic Church into Czech.

Andrzej Pastwa, Professor UŚ, Priest in the Archdiocese of Katowice, Head of 
Department of Canon Law and Ecumenical Theology at the Faculty of Theol-
ogy at the University of Silesia. He is a member of Consociatio Internationalis 
Studio Iuris Canonici Promovendo, Consociatio Iuris Canonici Polonorum, as 
well as Commission for Polish-Czech and Polish-Slovak Relations of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences. His scholarly achievements contain, among others, mono-
graphs: Prawne znaczenie miłości małżeńskiej (Katowice 1999), Istotne elementy 
małżeństwa. W nurcie odnowy personalistycznej (Katowice 2007), „Przymierze 
miłości małżeńskiej.” Jana Pawła II idea małżeństwa kanonicznego (Katowice 
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2009) and recently Dobro małżonków. Identyfikacja elementu „ad validitatem” 
w orzecznictwie Roty Rzymskiej (Katowice 2016).

Stanislav Přibyl, Ph.D., J.C.D, is a priest of the Catholic Prague Archdiocese. 
He was ordained in 1996. He studied at the Law School of Charles University 
in Prague and the Faculty of Canon Law at the Institutum Utriusque Iuris of 
the Pontifical Lateran University in Rome. His thesis Ekumenismus a právo 
[Ecumenism and Law] was published in 2006. In 2011, he received the degree of 
docent following a successful defence of his study “Tschechisches Staatskirch-
enrecht nach 1989.” He is a judge of the Metropolitan Church Court in Prague; 
teaches church and civil law at the Theological School of South Bohemian Uni-
versity in České Budějovice. He also works as a researcher at the Institute of 
Religious Liberty Questions in the Faculty of Law in Trnava. Presently serves 
as a spiritual administrator of the St. Gabriel Church in Prague–Smíchov.

Mirosław Sitarz, Professor KUL, priest in the Archdiocese of Lublin, Head of 
Department of Ecclesiastical Public Law and Constitutional Law, Canon Law 
Institution, Faculty of Law, Canon Law and Administration at John Paul II 
Catholic University of Lublin; Secretary-General of the Learned Society of the 
John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin; Member of the Committee on Legal 
Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences; President of the Association of 
Alumni and Friends of the Faculty of Law of the Catholic University of Lublin. 

Elżbieta Szczot, Professor KUL, holds a post-doctoral degree, a lawyer, expert 
in canon law, Chair of the Department of Political Science in the Institute of 
European Studies at the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, affiliated 
with this university since 1993. She was awarded a Doctor of Canon Law (JCD) 
in 1998 and became assistant professor in 2011. Her scientific interests are con-
nected with the rights of the faithful in the Church, sacramental law, family 
policy, social rights. She is the author of two monographs: Prawo wiernego do 
Eucharystii według Kodeksu Prawa Kanonicznego z 1983 roku (Lublin 2000) 
and Ochrona rodziny w prawie Kościoła łacińskiego (Lublin 2011), and the edi-
tor of Kuria Rzymska i pomniki chrześcijaństwa na szlaku do Wiecznego Miasta 
(Lublin 2007), Bronisław Wenanty Zubert OFM „Pro iure et vita”. Wybór Pism 
(Lublin 2005). She is also a member of Towarzystwo Naukowe KUL, Conso-
tiatio Internationalis Studio Iuris Canonici Promovendo (Rome). She is married 
with two children.

Lucjan Świto, Professor UWM, priest in the Archdiocese of Warmia, gradu-
ated from the “Hosianum” Seminary in Olsztyn and the Faculty of Canon Law 
at the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyński University in Warsaw. He also studied at the 
Faculty of Canon Law of the Gregorian University in Rome, as well as at the 
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Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments and at 
the Apostolic Tribunal of the Roman Rota in Rome. He earned his doctorate, 
followed by habilitation, at the Faculty of Canon Law at the Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszyński University in Warsaw. Currently, he is a judicial vicar at the Metro-
politan Court of the Archdiocese of Warmia, as well as the Head of the Depart-
ment of Canon Law at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Warmia and 
Mazury in Olsztyn.

Małgorzata Tomkiewicz, doctor of law, a lecturer of law in the Faculty of 
Theology of the Warmia and Mazury University in Olsztyn, a judge of the Dis-
trict Court in Olsztyn. The author of a series of publications concerning Law 
on Religious Denominations and the criminal and family law, such as Safety of 
the Family in the Light of Amended Provisions of the Polish Law—Theory and 
Reality (Studia Warmińskie 2012, No. 49); Loss of Public Rights in the Polish 
Law: Causes, Extent and Results (Przegląd Sądowy 2012, No. 1); Child Groom-
ing and Sexting. A Child as a Victim and a Case Concerning Sexual Abuse—A 
Legal and Punishment Dimension (Profilaktyka Społeczna i Resocjalizacyjna 
2012, vol. 20); Insulting religious feelings of a Catholic in Poland—Is this pos-
sible? (Seminare 2012, No. 32); Incest and Criminal Law Protection of a Fam-
ily in Poland (Profilaktyka Społeczna i Resocjalizacyjna 2013); Civil Effects of 
a Religious Marriage Contracted by Polish Citizens before a Roman Catholic 
Minister Abroad (Prawo Kanoniczne 2012, No. 4).

Krzysztof T. Wieczorek, Professor, Ph.D., director of the Unit of Logic and 
Methodology of the Institute of Philosophy at the University of Silesia. Studied 
mathematics at the University of Silesia; two semesters of theology at Albert 
Ludwigs University of Freiburg, and philosophy in Cracow and Lublin. Scien-
tific titles and degrees: 1978 Master of Science in Mathematics MSM; 1986 Doc-
torate degree in Philosophy; 1994 Habilitation Thesis in Philosophy; 2005 Full 
professor in Philosophy. The author of four books, co-author of five. Published 
more than 200 articles. Visiting professor at J. Palacki University, Olomouc; 
M. Bela University, Banska Bystrica; P. J. Safarik University, Koszyce. Research 
cooperation, among others, with „Die Wolfsburg” Katholische Akademie des 
Bistums Essen; „Renovabis” Solidaritatsaktion der Diözese München/Freising, 
Europäische Akademie für Lebensforschung, Integration und Zivilgesellschaft, 
Wien.


