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A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  L a w  o f  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  B e la r u s  o n  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  s t a te  

p o l i c y  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  s p e c ia l  e d u c a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  w i t h  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  p s y ­

c h o p h y s i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  a d a p t a t i o n  a n d  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n s .

O n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m e a n s  o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  i n f a n t  a n d  p r e s c h o o l  

a g e  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a u d i t o r y  d e p r iv a t i o n  i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  p l a y  a c t i v i t y .  

“ C h i l d r e n ’s p l a y ,  a c c o r d in g  to  L .S .  V y g o t s k y ,  - i s  a im e d  a t  t h e i r  f u tu r e  a c t i v i t y ,  

b u t  m a i n l y  a t  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  C h i ld r e n  s e e  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  a d u l t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  th e m ,  

im i t a t e  i t  a n d  t r a n s f e r  i t  in to  p l a y ;  i t  i s  w h i l e  p l a y i n g  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  m a s t e r  b a s i c  s o ­

c ia l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  p r e p a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  f u tu r e  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t "  [2 ] .

G i v e n  t h a t  t h e  n a tu r e  a n d  o r i g in s  o f  p l a y  a r e  s o c i o - h i s to r i c a l ,  c h i l d r e n ’s r e a l  l i f e  

s e r v e s  a s  a  b a s i c  c o n d i t i o n  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  p l a y  a c t i v i t y  [2 , 

1 0 ] . T h e  b a s i c  p l a y  c o n te n t s  o f  i n f a n t s  w i t h  t y p i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

c h i l d r e n ’s o f  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  s id e  o f  t h e  h u m a n  

a c t iv i ty .

T h e  d a ta  o f  s p e c ia l  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e  

g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  h e a r i n g  d i s o r d e r  c o in c i d e  w i t h  

t h o s e  o f  n o r m a l l y  h e a r i n g  c h i ld r e n .  H o w e v e r ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a l i t a t i v e  a n d  q u a n t i t a ­

t iv e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  c o g n i t i v e  a c t i v i t y ,  m o t o r  s p h e r e ,  e tc  

a r e  p o i n t e d  o u t  [6 , 8 , 9 ] . D e a f  a n d  p o o r l y  h e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  a  v e r y  v a g u e  i d e a  

a b o u t  o b j e c t s ,  p e o p le  a n d  p h e n o m e n a  a r o u n d  t h e m :  t h e y  c a n n o t  n a m e  t h e m  a n d  

h a v e  d i f f i c u l ty  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e m  f r o m  a  g r o u p  o f  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  a n d  h o m o g e ­

n e o u s  o b je c t s ,  t h e y  c a n  h a r d l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e m  i n  a  c h a n g e d  s i t u a t io n ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  

d i s t i n g u i s h  o b je c t s  b y  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n a l  p u r p o s e ,  s o m e t i m e s  t h e y  c a n n o t  m a t c h  a
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r e a l  s u b j e c t  w i t h  i t s  p i c t u r e .  D u e  to  t h e  l im i t e d  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  s u c h  c h i l d r e n  l a g  

b e h i n d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  p l a y  a c t iv i ty .

A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  p s y c h o l o g ic a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  m e t h o d i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  

m a j o r  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  to  r o l e  p l a y  a s  t h e  k e y  ty p e  o f  p r e - s c h o o l e r ’s a c ­

t i v i t y  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w in g :  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s f e r  o f  a c t i o n s ,  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  s t r u c tu r e ,  u s e  o f  r e p l a c e m e n t  o b j e c t s ,  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  w h i l e  p l a y i n g  

a n d  a s s u m i n g  a  c e r t a i n  r o l e  [3 , 5 , 7 ] . I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i t ,  w e  o r g a n iz e d  a n  e x p e r i ­

m e n t ,  a im e d  a t  a  c o m p l e x  r e s e a r c h  o f  p l a y  a c t i v i t y  o f  u n t r a i n e d  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  h e ­

a r in g  d i s o r d e r .

T h e  a s c e r t a i n i n g  e x p e r i m e n t  i n c l u d e d  f o u r  s t a g e s :

1) R e v e a l i n g  t h e  n a tu r e  o f  c h i l d r e n ’s i n d e p e n d e n t  p l a y  a c t iv i ty ;

2 )  I n d i v id u a l  s t u d y  o f  c h i l d r e n ’s p l a y  a c t i v i t y  i n  s p e c i a l l y  o r g a n iz e d  c o n d i t i o n s :

-  w h i l e  m a n i p u l a t i n g  t o y s  r e p r e s e n t in g  s t o r y  c h a r a c t e r s ,  l o c a t e d  i n  c lo s e  p r o x i m i t y

to  t h e  c h i ld ;

-  w h i l e  u s i n g  to y s  r e p r e s e n t in g  s t o r y  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  b u i ld i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  l o c a t e d  in  

c lo s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  c h i ld ;

-  w h i l e  g i v in g  c h i l d r e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  c h o o s e  p l a y  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  

c l a s s r o o m  o n  t h e i r  o w n ;

3 )  D e f i n in g  th e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  c h i l d r e n ’s m a n i p u l a t i o n  w i t h  o b j e c t s  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e ­

i r  f u n c t i o n a l  p u r p o s e ,  s in c e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  D .B .  E lk o n i n ,  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r o l e  

p l a y  i s  g e n e t i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  o b j e c t  o p e r a t io n s  i n  t h e  e a r ly  

c h i l d h o o d  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  a n  a d u l t  [1 0 ] ;

4 )  R e v e a l i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’s a b i l i t y  t o  u s e  r e p l a c e m e n t  o b j e c t s  w h e n  t h e y  d o  n o t  

h a v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o y s  t h e y  k n o w  f r o m  p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e .

A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  o u r  c o m p l e x  r e s e a r c h ,  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  p l a y  a c t i v i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  h e a r i n g  d i s o r d e r .  T h e  

f i r s t  l e v e l  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  l a c k  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t o y s  a n d  a b s e n c e  o f  p l a y  a c t io n s .  

T h e  s e c o n d  l e v e l  c a n  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  u n s t a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  p l a y  m a t e r i a l ,  m a n i ­

p u l a t i v e  m e t h o d  o f  p l a y  a c t io n s ,  p o o r  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  v e r b a l  p l a y  c o n te n t s .  T h e  

t h i r d  l e v e l  p r e s u p p o s e s  u n s t a b le ,  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t o y s ,  o b j e c t - r e f l e c t i v e  

o r  s t o r y - r e f l e c t i v e  p l a y  a c t io n s ,  a n d  p o o r  e m o t i o n a l  a n d  v e r b a l  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p la y .  

A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e v e a l e d  q u i te  a  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e  o f  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  p l a y  a c t io n s  t h e y  u s e  ( w h ic h ,  a s  w e  k n o w ,  i s  a  d e t e r m i ­

n i n g  a t t r i b u te  o f  p l a y  d e v e lo p m e n t ) .  I t  a l l o w s  u s  t o  m a k e  a  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  p l a y  a c ­

t i v i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  h e a r i n g  d i s o r d e r  d e v e l o p s  m o r e  s l o w l y  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  

t h a t  o f  h e a r i n g  c h i ld r e n ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  c o in c id e .

H e n c e ,  w e  c o m e  to  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  o f  

p l a y  f o r m a t io n ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  a p p r o a c h  i n  t e a c h i n g  d e a f  a n d  p o o r l y  

h e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  r e v e a l e d  s t a te  o f  t h e i r  p l a y  a c t iv i t y ,  w h i c h  i n c ­

lu d e s :

-  a  c o m p l e x  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s t a te  o f  c h i l d r e n ’s p l a y  a c t i v i t y  u p o n  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e  to  

a  p r e s c h o o l  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t io n ;



Differentiated approach to teaching play activity to children. 155

-  t h e  u s e  o f  p r o g r a m m e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  a im e d  a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p l a y  a c ­

t iv i t y ,  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t e d  g r o u p s  c h i l d r e n  t a k i n g  in to  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  

s t a te  o f  t h e i r  p l a y  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  p r e s c h o o l  t r a i n i n g ;

-  d a y - to - d a y  a n d  r e g u l a r  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  t h e  s t a te  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s p l a y  a c t i v i t y  f o r  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o g r a m m e .

W h i l e  w o r k i n g  o u t  t e c h n o l o g ic a l  a s p e c t s  o f  c o r r e c t i o n a l  t e a c h i n g ,  w e  s i n g l e d  

o u t  p r i n c i p a l  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p l a y  a c t i v i t y  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  a  h e ­

a r in g  d i s o r d e r :

1) E n r i c h m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’s i d e a  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  t h e m  a s  t h e  m a i n  c o n d i ­

t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p l a y  a c t i v i t y  d e v e lo p m e n t ;

2 )  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p l a y  i n te r e s t ;

3 )  S t a g e - b y - s ta g e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c o m p l e x  m e t h o d s  o f  p l a y  a c t io n s  

i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  z o n e  o f  p l a y  a c t iv i t y ;

4 )  F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  b o t h  i n  t h e  r e a l  a n d  p r e t e n d  w a y s  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a ­

m e w o r k  o f  e a c h  m e t h o d ;

5 )  G r a d u a l  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p l a y  i n t e r a c t io n  w i t h  p e e r s ;

6 )  F o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a s s u m e  a  c e r t a i n  r o le .

T h e  c o n te n t s  o f  c o r r e c t i o n a l  w o r k  p r e s u p p o s e  s t a g e - b y - s t a g e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p l a y  

a c t i v i t y  c o m p o n e n t s  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  d e t e r m i n e d  l e v e l  o f  p l a y  d e v e lo p m e n t .  T h e  

w o r k  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a v e  r e a c h e d  o n ly  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  o f  p l a y  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t a r ­

ts  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e .  T h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  c h i l d r e n  o n  th e  s e c o n d  a n d  t h i r d  l e v e l s  o f  

p l a y  d e v e l o p m e n t  s t a r t s  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  s ta g e .  T h e  c la s s e s  s h o u l d  b e  p r e c e d e d  b y  

s p e c ia l  w o r k  d i r e c t e d  a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c h i l d r e n ’s i d e a  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  th e m .  

O n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  w o r k  i s  c o n s t a n t  m o t i v a t e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  c h i l ­

d r e n .

The first stage. The development o f play interest.
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e s  [ 5 ,7 ]  s p e c i f y  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a ­

r y  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  p l a y  i s  i n te r e s t ,  t h e  c h i l d ’s e m o t i o n a l  a t t i tu d e  to  

to y s .  A c c o r d i n g  to

A .V .  Z a p o r o z h e t s ,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p r e t e n d  p l a y  i s  c lo s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  

n a tu r e  o f  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  a t t i tu d e  t o  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t o y s ,  to  

th e  o p e r a t io n s  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  to  t h e  a d u l t  [4 ] .

T h e  d a ta  o f  t h e  s p e c ia l  p e d a g o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  c o n f i r m  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  o f  i n f a n t  

a n d  p r e s c h o o l  a g e  w i t h  a  h e a r i n g  d i s o r d e r  a r e  n o t  y e t  c a p a b le  o f  a r b i t r a r y ,  v o l u n t a ­

r y  e f f o r t s ,  w h i c h  i s  e x p la i n e d  b y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  c o n c e n t r a t io n ,  i n v o lu n t a r in e s s  o f  a t ­

t e n t i o n ,  p u r p o s e l e s s n e s s  o f  p e r c e p t i o n  [6 , 8 , 9 ] .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  o u r  o p in io n ,  i t  i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  a r o u s e  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  t o y ,  p o s i t i v e  a t t i tu d e  t o  i t ,  t h e  

f e e l in g  o f  j o y  a n d  h a p p in e s s  f r o m  i t s  p e r c e p t i o n .

O u r  t a s k s  a r e  a s  f o l lo w s :  to  a r o u s e  a n d  s t i m u l a te  i n t e r e s t  i n  t o y s  r e p r e s e n t in g  

s to r y  c h a r a c t e r s ,  p l a y  o p e r a t io n s ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  s to r i e s ,  w h i c h  g r a d u a l ly  b e c o m e  

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  c o m p l i c a te d ;  t o  f o r m  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o m e  i n to  e m o t i o n a l  c o n ta c t  

w i t h  a  t o y ;  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  f o c u s  a n d  r e d i r e c t  a t t e n t io n ;  t o  b r i n g  u p  c a r e f u l  

a t t i tu d e  to  a  to y .
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The basic method of teaching is illustrative, which includes demonstration of 
toys; demonstration of operations with various toys; demonstration of enacted 
simple stories.

According to the researchers, while selecting toys it is necessary to take into ac­
count their subjects, the degree of generalization of the image and their size [1, 5,
7]. Therefore play material is introduced in a certain system: from pretend toys to 
realistic toys; from big bright toys to those smaller in size. As the main condition 
of the arousal and development of children’s cognitive interest is novelty of the 
object or conditions of its presentation, it is recommended to present toys, firstly, 
in different order (a doll - a teddy bear - a dog -  a car; a doll - a doll - a doll (diffe­
rent image solutions); and, secondly, from different places (from behind a screen, 
from behind a cupboard, from behind the back of a chair, etc.).

The second stage. The formation o f  object-reflective play activity.
Teaching play activity at the second stage includes the formation of the follo­

wing children’s skills:
-T o  use toys according to their functional purpose;
-  To transfer operations adequately, firstly, to a similar toy that is, however, diffe­

rent in some attributes; and secondly, to another toy, functionally suitable for 
performance of the given operation;

-  To use not figuratively presented play material as replacement toys;
-T o  enter into elementary interaction with a peer as a playmate.

According to it there have been tentatively distinguished three directions of 
work at the given stage:
1. Teaching play operations with toys (with a gradual transition to generaliza­

tions);
2. Formation of play operations with replacement objects;
3. Formation of elementary play interaction.

The use of methodical techniques at the given stage of teaching depends on the 
revealed state of play activity. There is supposed to be a transition from actions ba­
sed on imitation or a sample to actions based on deferred imitation and a verbal in­
struction.

Thus the basic methodical technique of teaching children on the second level of 
play development is imitative actions. An adult performs play operations before 
the child and stimulates the child to reproduce them with the same toy. Several 
classes are held, which are aimed to form the skill to operate with this toy, after 
that the operations are transferred to another toy. Only after such preparatory work 
children are offered to choose one out of several identical toys. While teaching 
children on the third level of play development, it is recommended to start training 
with operations by sample. An adult performs a play operation and stimulates 
a pre-schooler to transfer it to a similar toy on their own.

Already at this stage the first notions of replacement objects are formed on the 
basis of demonstration, in particular, the idea that another object can be used inste­
ad of a toy, if it is functionally suitable.
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There is supposed to be work directed at the child’s perception of a peer as 
a playmate and the formation of play interaction between children. The formation 
of two types of object play interaction is envisaged: ‘symmetrical’, which pre­
supposes imitative actions by children; and ‘asymmetrical’, which presupposes 
continuation and completion of each other’s actions. Toys stimulating children to 
imitative actions are used, such as balls, baby carriages, cars, carts, etc. An adult 
interacts with every child, and then helps them turn to a peer playmate, if necessa­
ry, using joint actions and demonstration. The development of children’s play in­
teraction is formed at first while operating a common object, and then we are 
supposed to teach children not simply to imitate a peer’s initiative action, but to 
carry it on and supplement it according to its meaning.

The third stage. The formation o f  story-reflective play.
At the final stage precise continuity of work related to introduction to the surro­

unding world and play teaching classes should be provided. The principal forms of 
work aimed at introduction to the surrounding world are specially organized clas­
ses, as well as watching elementary actions of adults and other children in every­
day life, during daily routine. One of the most important conditions is active 
manipulation with objects by children, adequate participation in adults’ work, 
which promotes the enrichment of the child’s personal experience, the creation of 
conditions for its conscious transfer to play, both during the training and during the 
independent activity.

The basic organizational form of play activity teaching is play classes.
The work includes four periods:
Period I - enacting stories comprising one event.
Period II - representing stories consisting of several consecutive actions.
Period III - representing a chain of play actions within the framework of one 

story, entering into elementary interaction with a doll as a play partner.
Period IV -  uniting the stories into a logical chain.
Such organization of teaching, based on the preliminary study of the state of 

play activity and providing a differentiated approach to its formation, promotes the 
creation of conditions required for children’s transition to the next stage of play ac­
tivity development - the role-play stage, which is the leading type of the pre-scho­
oler’s activity.
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