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S u m m a r y

The tex ts included in  the  very volume, in  view of the topics touched upon, are  divi­
ded into four them atic  groups: “A political though t”, “Political system s”, “Social com­
m unication”, “In tern a tio n al affairs and  E uropean in tegration”.

The p a r t “A political thought” contains four articles. In  the  firs t of them , A n  ideal 
of a new country by Jean Jacques Rousseau and  French Revolution, Jacek  D erek analy­
ses one of the  m ost im portan t tra in s  of Je a n  Jacques R ousseau’s political and  philo­
sophical thought, i.e. h is deliberations on liberal freedom and  ideal of a  new country 
and  revolution in  a m odern m eaning of the  word. A political though t of the au tho r of 
A  social contract is discussed in  the context of selected philosophical aspects of F rench 
Revolution. A nna Stępień, in  h e r article A n  experiment o f history — democracy in  the 
United States o f Am erica from  Alexis de Tocqueville perspective, analyses a well-known 
conception of th e  F rench  liberalis t concerning the  n a tu re  of an  A m erican democracy, 
including the  issue of the  rela tionsh ip  betw een freedom and equality p resen ted  from 
the  angle of opinions and  in te rp re ta tions of d ifferent authors, m ainly Polish ones. The 
au tho r accen tuates the  up-to-dateness of m any problem s raised  by A. de Tocqueville. 
A long tex t by A gnieszka Turoń M an in Thomas M a n n ’s social reflection is devoted to 
the  conception of m an in  T. M ann’s works. C onsiderations u n d ertak en  in  th is  article 
are essen tial to u n d ers tan d  basic dilem m as of a contem porary political thought. The 
article by Sylwia T urzańska Holocaust as a phenom enon o f modernity. A round  Zygm unt 
B a u m a n n ’s reflection is re la ted  to Z. B aum ann’s conception concerning the reasons and 
n a tu re  of holocaust. The point of view represen ted  by B aum ann  constitu tes an  im por­
ta n t  voice in  an  argum ent the partic ipan ts of which try  to answ er the  question on the 
ex ten t to which E xterm ination, rem ains, if  a t all, w ith  modernity.

The p a r t “Political system s” contains two articles. In  the  first of them , by D orota 
D olińska D eterm inants o f election preferences on the basis o f the electorate o f Platforma  
Obywatelska and  Prawo i Spraw iedliwość between 2000 and  2005, discusses determ i­
n a n ts  of election preferences of th e  electorate of P la tfo rm a O byw atelska and  Prawo 
i Sprawiedliwość. In  the  firs t p a r t  of th is  work, theories an d  models explain ing the 
m echanism  of shape and  durability  of election preferences were thoroughly discussed. 
Jerem iasz Salam on, on the o ther hand, in  h is article Political consequences o f the cho­
ice o f the m ethod o f m andate d istribution on the basis o f the election to the Sejm  o f the 
Republic o f Poland from  October 21th 2007  shows the influence of the m ethods of m an­
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date d istribu tion  on the election resu lts. Also, th e  au thor analyses indirect consequen­
ces of the  in terdependence exam ined, such as the  possibilities of creating  governm ent 
coalition, th e  course of the  legislative process, and  possible constitu tional changes.

The p a r t “Social com m unication” consists of two articles w ritten  by Siergiej Kor- 
konosenko and  Felicjan Bylok. The tex t by Siergiej Korkonosenko from Sankt-Peters- 
bu rg  Political sciences o f journalism : scope and  perspectives o f development is im portan t 
for a Polish  rea d e r  in  th a t  i t  p resen ts  th e  s ta te  of research  in  th is  field in  R ussia, 
w hereas the  au tho r repeatedly  in  a polemic way, refers to th e  estab lishm ents accepted 
in  th e  world an d  R ussia  science, as well as m akes an  a tte m p t to w ork out h is  own 
position. Felicjan Bylok in  h is tex t A  social advertisem ent as »a conscience« o f a contem­
porary society p resen ts  bo th  definitions of basic notions and  research  problem s con­
nected w ith  the  social advertisem ent, functions of the  social advertisem ent, and  “child­
hood w ithout violence” as an  exam ple of the  social advertisem ent.

The p a r t devoted to “In te rn a tio n a l affairs and  E uropean  in tegration” includes th ree  
texts. The firs t one, by A gnieszka Stolarczyk, The contribution o f Spain  to shaping the 
Euro-M editerranean Partnership o f the European Union discusses the  issues concerning 
the  a ttitu d e  of Spain to the  Common Foreign Policy and  Safety of the  E uropean  Union 
and  European Policy of Safety and  Defence, the place of the countries of the  M edite rra­
nean  Sea basin  in  the C FPS of the  EU, the n a tu re  of the policy of Spain tow ards the 
M ed ite rranean  countries betw een 1975 and  1991, as well as S pain’s contribu tion  to 
p repara tion  and  realization  of the  E uro-M editerranean P artnersh ip . A nna Orlikowska 
and  M ariusz Jankow ski, in  th e ir  article The Future o f the European Union in the light 
o f the establishm ents o f the B russel sum m it from  June 21th and  22th 2007. The analysis 
o f selected aspects o f G erm an presidency , refers to such im portan t in tegrative dilem m as 
of the  European Union, as, am ong others, the  n a tu re  of the  easte rn  politics, energetic 
policy and  constitu tional crisis of the  EU. The la s t of the articles in  th is  section, i.e. 
The conflict in Darfur. Sources, course and  role o f the international com m unity  by K ata­
rzyna Kopiasz, touches upon the  issue th a t  constitu tes the subject-m atter of the s tu ­
dies conducted in  Poland relatively infrequently. The article is an  im portan t source of 
w ell-ordered inform ation on th e  issue of one of th e  m ost serious conflicts of the  p re ­
vious years on a world scale. I t  p resen ts the  sources of the  conflict, its  course and role 
of th e  in te rnationa l community. Finally, eight reviews and  descriptions are included.


