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I. DEIR EL-BAHARI 196
(PARTLY) SUPPLEMENTED

DEIR EL-BAHARI 196' IS A RED OCHRE DIPINTO standing on the cornice
o cavetto of the north (internal) side of the south wall of the Ptolemaic
Portico of the Hatshepsut temple. The inscription as visible on the stone
in situ is fragmentarily preserved (cf. fig. 3). Only lower parts of letters of
the last line and remnants of the first letter of the penultimate line can be
seen, and the entire upper part is lacking as a result of the breaks, which
affect the cornice towards its crown moulding. The text was edited by me
(and earlier by André Bataille?) in the following way:

Fortunately, the text can partly be supplemented thanks to a find made
during archaeological excavations carried out by the Polish-Egyptian
Archaeological and Conservation Mission at the temple of Hatshepsut

V1. Deir el-Babari = A. L.AyTAR, Deir el-Babari in the Hellenistic and Roman Periods. A Study of
an Egyptian Temple Based on Greek Sources [= The Journal of Furistic Papyrology Supplement 41,
‘Warsaw 2006.

2 A. BATAILLE, Les inscriptions grecques du temple de Hatshepsout a Deir el-Babari {= Publica-
tions de la Société Fouad I de Papyrologiel, Cairo 1951, no. 121.
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Fig. 1. Fragment of the cornice of the Ptolemaic portico: an unidentifiable
inscription on the vertical crown moulding (photo A. Pawlikowska-Gwiazda;
© Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, University of Warsaw)

in winter/spring 2021.% The find (Inv. No. 2823-1) occurred in the fill of the
Middle Kingdom tomb MMA 28, situated in the west part of the so-called
Hathor Path, which runs along the southern retaining wall of the middle
terrace of the Hatshepsut temple, giving access to the Hathor Shrine.* It
is a fragment of the cornice of the Ptolemaic Portico, preserving a portion
of its vertical crown moulding and below it, a section of the cavetto. It
carries remnants of two dipinti. One, executed with dark-red ochre, stood
on the vertical crown moulding (fig. 1). It had at least two lines; however,
it is so badly preserved that even the script cannot securely be identified
(Greek as opposed to Demotic). The other, written with lightred ochre,

3T am obliged to Patryk Chudzik, the director of the mission, for information and dis-
cussion. My thanks go also to Aleksandra Pawlikowska-Gwiazda for establishing the origi-
nal location of the stone fragment.

* One wonders how and when the stone fragment got into the filling of tomb MMA 28,
situated much below the level of the upper terrace of the Hatshepsut temple, which the
stone originally belonged to. As the tomb in question was most probably inaccessible be-
fore excavations carried out in Deir el-Bahari by the expedition of the Egypt Exploration
Fund in the 1890s, this must have happened only in the 20th century. It should be observed
here that stones of the upper terrace of the Hatshepsut temple underwent a considerable
fragmentation and dispersion in post-antique times. For example, numerous fragments of
the Ptolemaic Portico were found on the site of the Thutmosis III’s temple during excava-
tions carried out by the Polish-Egyptian Mission in the 1960s.
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is placed on the cavetto and preserves middle parts of the three first lines
of I. Deir el-Babari 196 (figs. 2—3). With the new fragment, the text can be
reconstructed as follows:

L )
[------ Jros Mnvodw[pov - - - - - - - - - ]
al - - - mapa T]d kvplwe Au[qrabdne - - - - ]

4 (érovs) s” dop[irawod] Tod kupiov, TO[B] o
Proskynema of {---1 Menodoros [ ---1 before the lord Amenothes {---1. Year 6
of Domitian, the Lord, 1 Tyb:.

It is interesting to observe that line 1 of the inscription has different
palaeographic characteristics than the remaining ones. Letters in line 1
are considerably bigger than in lines 3—4, and the script resembles round
epigraphic majuscules in contrast to the half-cursive in the remaining part
of the text.

The text was constructed according to the pattern 70 mpookivyua 700
deivos, well attested in written mementos left by visitors in cult places all
over Egypt in Late Ptolemaic — Roman Imperial times.’ The disposition of
the text suggests that it mentioned at least two people, unless we assume
that there was one person with multiple names plus a patronymic.

The ochre is smudged after the initial [70 mpook]dvyua, where we
expect the name of the proskynema author. Quite tentatively, I suggest
Iy [---]. Names in [In- are too common to allow for a supplement.

[---]7os in line 2 is most probably the ending of a male name in -ds in
genitive, as for example [Avralros, [Apmoxpalros, [I1ikpa]ros, to limit
oneself only to names attested in the Deir el-Bahari inscriptions.® {---las
was either the second name of the proskynema author, the name of his
father, or the name of another man. It is rather unlikely that [---]7os

> For inscriptions of the proskynema-type, see G. GEraci, ‘Ricerche sul Proskynema’,
Aegyptus 51 (1971), pp. 2—211.

¢ Avras (. Deir el-Babari 116, 1. 1; 190, 1. 2), Apmoxpas (I. Deir el-Babari 176, 1. 2; 183, 1. 3),
Iwepas (I. Deir el-Babari 23, 1. 2).
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Fig. 2. Fragment of the cornice of the Ptolemaic portico: the upper part
of I. Deir el-Babari 196 (photo A. Pawlikowska-Gwiazda; © Polish Centre
of Mediterranean Archaeology, University of Warsaw)

Fig. 3. Fragment of the cornice of the Ptolemaic portico with
I Deir el-Bahari 196 in its original position (photo A. Pawlikowska-Gwiazda;
© Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, University of Warsaw)
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is the ending of a male name in nominative, as this would require the
assumption of a syntactical mistake (nominative for genitive depending
on 76 mpookivnua), which would be surprising for a writer who apparently
was well versed in Greek (see the spelling 7]é&u kvplw: in the next line).

The new fragment of 1. Deir el-Bahari 196 yields the first attestation
of the name Mnvodwpos in the Deir el-Bahari inscriptions. It is difficult
to say whom this name refers to. It may be either the father of [---las or
another person. Menodoros was the father of a certain Asklepias who
occurs as a tax payer in the Theban O. Bod/. 11 1126, dating to 27 Septem-
ber AD 69, i.e. more or less the same period as the inscription here dis-
cussed. However, it would probably be too far fetched to identify him
with the person mentioned in our inscription and to read AokAnmid]ros
Mnvodd|[pov.

The lacuna on the right-hand side of line 3 can be supplemented as
either Ap[yvdne kal AokAymide, ‘(before the lord) Amenothes and Askle-
pios’, or Au[nvdifne Bedr peydlwiueyiorwe, ‘(before the lord) Ameno-
thes, the great/greatest god’. Both possibilities have parallels in the extant
material from Deir el-Bahari.” It is interesting to observe the spelling
7] kvplwe, with the Zota adscript, towards the end of the first century AD,
when 7otz was no longer pronounced in long diphthongs. Apparently, the
writer of the inscription knew the antiquated orthography and was keen
on showing this knowledge.

APPENDIX

A fragment of a limestone block with remnants of a Greek dipinto was
found together with the previous object in the fill of tomb MMA 28. The
inscription was executed with red ochre with an ‘epigraphic’ hand, writ-
ten with regular upright majuscules (fig. 4). The text can be transcribed as
tollows:

7 The parallels are too numerous to be listed here. For exact references, one should con-
sult the index in I. Deir el-Babari, s.vv. ApevdiOns, AokAnmids, uéyas.



Fig. 4. Fragment of a block with
remnants of a Greek inscription,
probably belonging to the south
wall of the Bark Room

(photo A. Pawlikowska-Gwiazda;
© Polish Centre of Mediterranean
Archaeology, University of Warsaw)
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An uninscribed space at the bottom of the fragment suggests that the
present line 3 was probably the last line of the inscription. Line 3 appar-
ently did not continue to the right. The letter preceding ot in line 3 looks
like kappa (Jxad) or sigma (Joad). The original location of the stone is uncer
tain. It may come from the south wall of the Bark Room of the main sanc-
tuary of Amun. The room in question shows numerous dipinti in Greek
dating from the Ptolemaic and Roman times.
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