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At its height, the Roman Empire controlled territories stretching from the
forests of Germania in the north, and as far south as present-day Sudan. Its
domain extended from the Euphrates Valley in the east to the Caledonian High-
lands in the west. This vast territory was conquered and maintained by the pow-
erful and efficient Roman army, whose reputation for organisation has become
an axiom.

This complex and sophisticated military machine left behind numerous doc-
uments that have survived the test of time. Among the most significant sources
for understanding the size, deployment, and composition of the army are the
military diplomas issued to veterans upon their discharge after long service. For
many, these documents not only provided official recognition of their families
but, in the case of auxiliaries, also conferred Roman citizenship. Typically
inscribed on metal plaques, the diplomas often survived in relatively good condi-
tion and remain readable today. Most of the diplomas found were issued to the
Auxilia, naval units or the Praetorian Guard.

The current volume of Roman Military Diplomas (RMD) attempts, like its
predecessors, to gradually incorporate more of the individually published diplo-
mas into a single corpus that will assist scholars, create a common language by
providing one accepted name for each diploma, and increase access to the mate-
rial by concentrating it under one roof. The new volume includes 179 diplomas
which were mostly published between 2001 and 2008. This further amplifies the
backlog within the RMD volumes as, since then, more than 500 other diplomas
have been published, while many others have been found and are yet unpub-
lished, which raises the question of how to best go forward, and how to improve
the field and make it more efficient.
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The current volume does not include an introduction or analysis of the doc-
uments. Instead, it opens with a chronology of all the diplomas published in the
RMD series, providing updated tables and a notes section discussing their
chronology and revisions to the dating proposed for previously published diplo-
mas since their inclusion in the corpus. The volume then proceeds directly to the
new diplomas. Each entry is typically given a title based on the emperor named
in the diploma and his title in it. This is followed by a date, and a short paragraph
noting the original place of publication, findspot, and size. Next follows a tran-
script of the abbreviated diploma’s contents, the full text, and finally a short set
of notes, usually addressing issues of dating, parallels, the units mentioned, and
the personal names recorded.

Overall, this main section represents an impressive piece of scholarship and
will undoubtedly prove useful to many. However, there are a few shortcomings
that limit its accessibility and utility. First, I believe translations of the diplomas
should have been included. Since many diplomas are copies of the same, at the
very least, a translation of the fullest reconstruction, based on all available exam-
ples, ought to have been provided. In addition, I would suggest that each docu-
ment be given a standardised name, including place and date, or at a minimum,
a rubric after the title, noting the province, similar to the existing date reference.
Personal names should also have been printed in bold to make the texts easier to
navigate. In this respect, Giulio Iovine’s recent publication Latin Military Docu-
ments from Dura Europos (Cambridge 2023) offers an excellent model to follow.

Furthermore, and again in line with Iovine’s approach, introductory chapters
should have been included. These could provide essential background on the for-
mat, language, usage, and history of the diplomas, as well as one or two chapters
analysing the new material in the current RMD volume and the contribution and
additional knowledge gained by the newly added diplomas compared to earlier
volumes. Such additions would be particularly valuable for students and newcom-
ers to the field, while also helping established scholars who struggle to keep up
with the growing flood of diploma publications each year. This seems especially
important given the relatively infrequent publication of new RMD volumes.

The editions in RMD VI are followed by a series of appendices, which
include lists of sites in the capital before the year 9o, the inner and outer faces
of the tabellae, the witness lists, and a concordance of the diplomas in AE com-
pared with those in CIL and RMD. The volume concludes with extensive indices
of personal names, unit names, and related categories for all RMD volumes, not
only the present one. These two sections are perhaps the most useful parts of the
volume, providing material of great value and representing an immense contribu-
tion to the field.

As dozens of new diplomas are published each year, the current review pro-
vides a unique opportunity to consider how best to move forward, how to bring
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order to the chaos, and how to improve the collection, analysis, and interpreta-
tion of this material. Any proposal, of course, remains theoretical and would
require significant effort, along with broad agreement across the field, a consen-
sus that, unfortunately, is often lacking. In my opinion, the best solution would
be to transform RMD into an annually published venue, functioning not unlike
a scholarly journal. All new diplomas would be published there according to a
standardised format, rather than scattered across a multitude of journals such as
ZPE or SCI. This would ensure that the material is gathered in one place, accom-
panied by full scholarly debate rather than only the brief notes that currently
appear in RMD entries.

Moreover, each diploma would receive an official designation, an RMD num-
ber, from the moment of publication, rather than decades later. This would
enable scholars to use a common language and immediately know which docu-
ment is under discussion in future research. As with the current RMD, I propose
that English serve as the standard language of publication. However, unlike
RMD and most publications, it should include a translation for each new diplo-
ma. Finally, every few volumes, the series should include synthetic chapters
analysing all diplomas published to date, highlighting what the examples added
since the last analysis reveal, and how they refine or reshape our broader under-
standing.

Allin all, the new RMD volume is a welcome addition and a highly significant
publication. However, there is still room for improvement. In any future RMD
volumes, introductory chapters, translations of the diplomas, and clearer, stan-
dardised names for the documents are among the key improvements that should
be implemented. Furthermore, as suggested, I believe RMD should become an
annual publication, serving as the primary venue for all new diploma publica-
tions. This would prevent the current scattering of material across multiple jour-
nals and edited volumes in various languages, which contributes to the chaotic
situation that we have, drowning in an ocean of newly published, scattered and
disorganised material, where only few; if any, even remotely understand what
actually exists.

[Haggai Olshanetsky}



FOUNDED BY
RAPHAEL TAUBENSCHLAG

EDITED BY Fhasol ,
W. GRAHAM CLAYTOR SRy - QY-
TOMASZ DERDA N ?: -' |
ADAM LAJTAR LI
GRZEGORZ OCHALA 0 ekl (EE SN Bl |
JAKUB URBANIK ke S AR e e ©

/“- ..u«\ V
[' ,{n»n cf“"’ Al

VOL. LV (2025) é

WARSAW 2025




A UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW
svonse  FACULTY OF ARCHAEOLOGY
ARCIESLSS" CHAIR OF EPIGRAPHY AND PAPYROLOGY

ST UNIVERSITY OF WARSAW

’, ! .+ FACULTY OF LAW AND ADMINISTRATION

”" CHAIR OF ROMAN LAW AND THE LAW OF ANTIQUITY

0& THE RAPHAEL TAUBENSCHLAG
(e FOUNDATION

uuuuuuuu
nnnnnnnnnnnnn

THE JOURNAL
OF JURISTIC
PAPYROLOGY

FOUNDED BY
RAPHAEL TAUBENSCHLAG

EDITED BY

W. GRAHAM CLAYTOR
TOMASZ DERDA
ADAM LAJTAR
GRZEGORZ OCHALA
JAKUB URBANIK

VOL. LV (2025)



SCIENTIFIC BOARD

José Luis Alonso (Universit&t Zurich), Roger S. Bagnall (New York
University), Benedetto Brave (Uniwersytet Warszawski), Willy Clarysse
(Katholieke Universiteit Leuven), Bernard H. Stolte (Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen), Dorothy Thompson (Girton College, Cambridge University),
Jucques van der Vliet (Universiteit Leiden/Radboud Universiteit
Nijmegen), Ewa Wipszycka (Uniwersytet Warszawski)

LANGUAGE CONSULTANTS

English: Giovanni R. Ruffini (Fairfield University), French: Chris Rodriguez
(Université Paris I), German: Martin Lemke (Uniwersytet Warszawski),
Italian: Fabiana Tuccillo (Universita degli studi di Napoli «Federico II»)

© For the book by Fundacja im. Rafala Taubenschlaga
© For the constituting papers by the authors

Computer design and DTP by
Piotr Berezowski, Tomasz Derda, Grzegorz Ochala, and Jukub Urbanik

Cover design by
Maryna Wisniewska
Warszawa 2025
ISSN 0075-4277

The journal is published with financial support from the University of Warsaw

Wydanie I (wersja pierwotna)
Naktad: 100 egz.
Druk i oprawa: Sowa Sp. z 0.0., ul. Raszynska 13, 05-500 Piaseczno



The Fournal of Furistic Papyrology
vol. Lv (2025)

CONTENTS

From the EAILOTS ........ooouoveeeeeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeet ettt

Constantinos BALAMOSHEV
P Mert. I1 81: On oracular inquiry and shady business.
A re-edition with a new translation .................coceeeveeeveeeveeeveeeveeeieeereeeeeseeieen

Abstract: The article presents a new edition and translation of P Merz. 11 81,
offering textual corrections based on available high-resolution images. The
palimpsest document is a letter from Epoeris to Demetrios (whom she calls
‘sort, most likely in an affectionate, non-literal sense) discussing a dispute
involving a priest. Epoeris relates she has been engaging in persistent oracular
consultations seeking divine guidance for Demetrios, which demonstrates how
oracles were used in everyday decision-making in Roman Egypt. The letter
provides insights into kinship terminology, social relationships, and ritual prac-
tices. The newly restored text clarifies episodes of family negotiation, possibly
personal debt, and the handling of sensitive affairs through temple oracles.

Keywords: oracular inquiry, Roman Egypt, private letters, kinship termino-
logy, documentary papyri, palimpsest, family relationships.

Lajos BErRkES & Anton KisToL

Jesus’s reply to Abgar and a tax receipt:
Two Coptic ostraca in the Dnipro Museums ................c.cccocevvevvueeeeeccovecnenenens

Abstract: The article presents the first edition of two Coptic ostraca held
in the collection of the Dnipro Museum: one contains a fragmentary copy

XI

17



VI CONTENTS

of Jesus’ apocryphal letter to Abgar and the other is a tax receipt from
Djeme, dated to 717 AD.

Keywords: Dnipro Museum, Coptic ostraca, Egypt, apocrypha, tax receipt.

Jelle BRuNING
Seven Arabic slave sale contracts On PAPYrus ..............cccceeecececeverereeveccecueneenens

Abstract: Annotated editions and translations of seven Arabic slave sale
contracts on papyrus dating from the late ninth and early tenth centuries CE.
Six of these documents belong to the Arabic Papyrus, Parchment and Paper
Collection of the University of Utah’s J. Willard Marriott Library; one docu-
ment is kept in the Egyptian National Library (its editio princeps has been
published as P Cair. Arab. 11 124).

Keywords: slavery, slave trade, sale contracts, Egypt, Arabic papyri.

Katarzyna g LELLIS-DANYS, Grzegorz OCHALA,
¢ Aleksandra PAWLIKOWSKA-GWIAZDA
Coptic and Copto-Greek ostraca in Warsaw (O. Vars. Copt.) .......cccveeevneecun.

Abstract: First editions and re-editions of six Coptic and Copto-Greek ostraca
from the collections of the Warsaw National Museum and the University of
Warsaw. Five objects come from the Polish-French excavations at Edfu (Egypt)
in 1930s, one from the Polish works at Faras (Nubia), and one is most likely of
Middle-Egyptian provenance. The pieces from Edfu represent the well-known
types of texts on potsherds known from other publications of the material
from this site. They include receipts and accounts connected with deliveries of
wine and crops. The text from Middle Egypt is an addition to the collection
some 170 ostraca of the so-called etznoulon type. The ostracon from Faras is the
only literary text in the lot, preserving the beginning of Psalm 1. The edited
ostraca are also studied from the perspective of their materiality, presenting the
characteristics of vessel forms and fabrics used for their production.

Keywords: Coptic and Copto-Greek ostraca, Edfu, Faras, Middle Egypt,
etmoulon ostraca, wine, literary ostraca, Psalms, materiality.

Giulio IovINE
Fragmentary legal document (s?) from the archive of Ammon scholasticus
(P. Duke in0. 1907193 GNA TOS) ...oveveveeeeverererereirererereseses st

Abstract: Edition, translation and commentary to some scattered fragments
from the Duke University papyri collection (P. Duke inv. 190-193 and 195),
which are part of the so-called archive of Ammon scholasticus (1st half of 4th



CONTENTS

cent. CE) and may cover a single occurrence, a petition or records of court
proceedings, referring an individual pretending to be a priest to escape his
liturgies.

Keywords: archive of Ammon, late antique Egypt, Egyptian priesthood,
petition, court proceedings.

Adam Y ukaszewicz
An inscription from Hermopolis .............cccvvneeeeccueunnniniecccicnneneeceesennenen.

Abstract: Hermopolis was an important cultic and administrative centre of
Graeco-Roman Egypt. During three seasons (1987-1990) a Polish-Egyptian
archaeological expedition directed by Marek Baranski carried out excava-
tions in the citiy’s Great Basilica. The inscription under discussion is one of
the results of these excavations.

Keywords: Hermopolis, archaeological works, Greek inscription, Hermes.

Gabriella MESSERI
Conto di Vino (SB XIT 10892 VEFS0) ....ocvveeevevereeeereeeeeeeeeeereseeeesseseseseseseeseas

Abstract: First edition of a wine account extending over six columns.
Columns i-iv (iv is lost) record the sale of vintage wine and columns v—vi
payments to the parties involved (intermediaries, administrators, camel driv-
ers, and donkey drivers) made with the profits from the sale of wine. The
vineyards are located in the area of Karanis. The account was most likely
written in 194 CE using the back of the land administration register SB XII
10892 edited by Anna Swiderek in F#P 16/17 (1971) and republished by the
author J7P LIV (2024).

Keywords: wine account, wine production, wine prices, land transport, Kara-
nis (Arsinoites).

Radostaw MISKIEWICZ
Diocles’ Law (Dem. 24.42) and the problem of the validity of laws
in Athens in the late fifth century BCE ..........cccccoeueuvnnnecceeinninieccceeeneneneeees

Abstract: The article examines the significance of Diocles’ Law (Dem. 24.42)
for the growing problem of (in)validity of laws in the Athenian legal order in
the late fifth century BcE. Diocles’ Law should be understood as part of the
broader set of vital principles that constituted an ‘evolving law reform’
aimed at consolidating laws and strengthening the rule of law and democracy
after deep constitutional crises. This study reconstructs the factual and legal
background to which specific clauses of Diocles’ Law refer (sections 2.1-2.4;
& dmporparia, kuplovs elvar, the archonship of Eucleides, dvayeypapuuévod).



VIII CONTENTS

More broadly, it outlines the challenges the Athenians faced at that time,
and the measures they took to address them, arising not only from the two
oligarchic coups d’état, but also from mounting problems in their legal, con-
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scrutiny of the laws’, with the vital involvement of dvaypagels 7dv vépwy
from the beginning of their work in 410, and, more broadly, to future law-
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of ‘legal certainty’, which underpinned the introduction of Diocles’ Law, and
formed a key part of Athenian legal culture at the end of the fifth century BCE.
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fitting the circumstances of Thekla-the-Widow and the creditors couple. It
is amazing to see how, even at the dusk of its domination of Egypt, the
Roman legal forma mentis was so strongly present in this inherently plural
society.
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