
The Journal of Juristic Papyrology
vol. lv (2025), pp. 17–27

Lajos Berkes 
Anton Kistol

JESUS’S REPLY TO ABGAR AND A TAX RECEIPT: 
TWO COPTIC OSTRACA IN THE DNIPRO MUSEUM*

1. EGYPTIAN ARTEFACTS 
IN THE DNIPRO MUSEUM

The Dmytro Yavornytsky National Historical Museum of
Dnipro is one of Ukraine’s oldest museums. It traces its lineage to a

public museum in Katerynoslav (after 1926 Dnipropetrovsk, since 2016
Dnipro), founded under the patronage of Governor Andrey Fabr (Fabre)
and originally housed in the Potyomkin Palace, then the seat of the
assembly of the local nobility. In 1902, Dmytro Yavornytsky (Evarnitskij),
a prominent Ukrainian historian and archaeologist (Shubravska 1972), was
appointed director of the museum. In 1905, a separate building was
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 constructed to accommodate the museum’s expanding collection. The
museum was later renamed (Beketova 2009: 116) in honour of Alexander
Pol, a local nobleman, geologist, politician, and entrepreneur, who is wide-
ly credited with fostering the growth of the mining industry in southern
Ukraine and transforming Katerynoslav from an insignificant provincial
town into a thriving industrial centre – often referred to as ‘Manchester of
the South’ of the Russian Empire (Portnov 2022: 11). Around 2,500 items
from Pol’s private collection of antiquities and rarities, donated to the
museum in 1912, constituted the biggest part of its holdings.

The ostraca A-827 and A-1918 are part of the museum’s archaeological
collection and are stored together in a single box. The handwritten
inscription on the box, in Russian, reads: ‘From Thebes (Egypt? Greece?).
Fragments of the walls of a ceramic vessel with an inscription in Greek
minuscule (?). Brown clay. Antique culture [Hellenism; Greece? Egypt?]’.

It remains unclear when and how the ostraca entered the museum’s
collection, as well as who first attributed them and when. The prefix of
their inventory numbers suggests they were catalogued before the 1917
revolution, as the inventory system was later changed. After the revolu-
tion, item prefixes were modified to КП (Russian: Kniga postupleniy,
‘Acquisition register’) and ДИМ (Russian: Dnepropetrovskiy Istoricheskiy
Muzey, ‘Dnipropetrovsk Historical Museum’). There are three museum
catalogues published in 1893,1 1905,2 and 1910,3 but the two ostraca are not
mentioned in them. The search is further complicated by the fact that
most of the museum’s documentation, including inventory books, was
destroyed in 1941 by its staff in anticipation of the approaching German
troops (Serdiuk 2024: 224).

There are four possible explanations for the provenance of the two
ostraca:

    1 К. Мельник, Каталог коллекции древностей А. Н. Поль, в Екатеринославе Вып 1, Киев
1893.
   2 Каталог Екатеринославского областного музея им. А. Н. Поля: Археология и этнография,

Екатеринослав 1905.
    3 Каталог Екатеринославскаго областного музея имени А. Н. Поля: Археология и этногра-
фия, Екатеринослав 1910.
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1. They could have been donated to the museum by Governor Fabr as
a part of 106 ancient Egyptian items from his collection in the 1850s–
1860s. Although there is no evidence that Fabr ever visited Egypt, he was
known to possess a private collection of Egyptian and Classical antiqui-
ties. In 1844, he gifted an ancient Egyptian statuette of an ibis to the
Odessa Historical Museum. Fabr is also believed to have donated an
Egyptian mummy with a doll of a child to the Katerynoslav Museum,
where it remains today (Beketova 2009: 119).

2. They could originate from the holdings of the Archaeological Muse-
um in Kerch, which were evacuated to Katerynoslav during the Crimean
War (1855–1856). However, this version is the least likely, since most of the
items that arrived from Kerch were antique artifacts dating to the period
of Greek colonisation of the Black Sea region – including finds from
Chersonesus and Olbia – which remain in the museum’s collection to this
day (Beketova 2009: 118).

3. They could be a part of Pol’s private collection. Pol was known for
his passion for archaeology and as a collector of rarities. He frequently
travelled abroad, mainly to auctions in Western Europe, to acquire new
artifacts for his collection. Among such acquisitions was a statue of Ram-
ses VI, dated to the thirteenth century bce, purchased from an Italian
antiquities dealer. However, the ostraca are not mentioned in the 1893
catalogue, which lists approximately 4,500 items from Pol’s collection
(Nikolaieva 2011: 187).

4. They were brought by Yavornytsky from his trip to Egypt in 1910. 
We find the last version to be the most plausible, as Yavornytsky was

the only known person associated with the museum to have visited
Egypt. In early 1910, he journeyed to the Middle East, visiting Jerusalem,
Cairo, Giza, and Helwan. Unfortunately, little is known about the details
of Yavornytsky’s itinerary in Egypt. However, it is documented that on
2 February, he visited Lesya Ukrainka, the renowned Ukrainian poet, at
sanatorium ‘Villa Continental’ in Helwan (Epistolarna spadschyna: 609;
Shubravska 1972: 121). They also visited the Egyptian Museum in Cairo
together. In her letter of 3 February 1910 to Mykhailo Kryviniuk, she
wrote about Yavornytsky: ‘He journeyed to Upper Egypt to explore its
ancient ruins . . . He’ll be staying with us at the villa for a week after his
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return, to rest. He is such a spirited grandpa – he’s climbed on the pyra-
mids and inside them, he’s been all over the place!’

Although there is no evidence that Yavornytsky visited archaeological
excavations in Thebes, it is highly likely that he did, given his professional
interest as an archaeologist. Alternatively, he may have acquired the arti-
facts elsewhere in Egypt as souvenirs.

2. EDITION OF THE DNIPRO MUSEUM’S 
COPTIC OSTRACA

1. Fragment of Jesus’s Letter to Abgar

Ostracon fragment, complete on the left side, containing a copy of Jesus’
apocryphal reply to the letter of the Edessan king Abgar, who asked him
to come to heal his illness. This tradition, already recognised as apoc-
ryphal in antiquity and first recorded by Eusebius of Caesarea, enjoyed
great popularity. Translated into many languages, one or both of the let-
ters were often used as protective amulets, a use to which the Coptic ver-
sion explicitly alludes. In addition to our fragment, twenty-five Coptic
copies of the Abgar correspondence are known so far (Karev 2024: 210–
212). From the published ostraca, O. Crum ST 36 and P. Mon. Epiph. 50
could be the upper part of our fragment. However, images of these ostra-
ca that would allow a comparison of their handwritings are not available,
and their editions do not mention a framing with two dots (see below)
which makes the assumption that one of them belongs to this fragment
doubtful. For recent overviews of the Coptic version and manuscripts of
the Jesus–Abgar correspondence and its use in amulets with further bib-
liography, see Karev 2024, and K. Dosoo, E. Love, & M. Preininger in
Dosoo & Preininger 2024: 151; see also Bélanger Sarrazin (forthcoming).

The handwriting is a ‘regularly right-sloping majuscule’ typical of the
seventh and eighth centuries, especially the Theban region (Boud’hors
2020: 629). The palaeography thus further confirms the probable Theban
provenance of the document, already suggested by the archival note
‘Thebes’ on the box containing the ostraca (see above) and the certain



Theban provenance of the other ostracon (see below). The scribe consis-
tently writes tremas over iotas, liberally employs supralinear strokes, uses
a double dot as a sense unit marker in line 3, corrects a copying error in
line 6 (see the commentary ad loc.), and abbreviates the name of Jesus
Christ as a nomen sacrum in line 11. A particularly interesting feature of the
document is that it is surrounded by a frame consisting of pairs of dots
placed side by side, approximately one line break apart. This frame was
probably drawn around the entire text. A parallel to this practice can be
found in the ostracon O. Crum ST 18, containing a prayer of protection
for a monastery, its people, and its cattle, written by the well-known
anchorite Frange in the first half of the eighth century.4 At the bottom of
the text, the name of Jesus, ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ ⲡⲉⲭ(ⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟ)ⲥ, is written and framed by
single dots, except where the strokes used for the nomen sacrum are placed.
Below this, the Christian symbol ⲭⲙⲅ is also framed in wavy lines. As
Frange was also active in the Theban region, frames made of dots for reli-
gious expressions or protective artefacts may have been a local scribal
practice. Furthermore, the bottom line of our ostracon may have con-
tained a ‘seal’ containing Jesus’s name (see 12 n.). Overall, especially con-
sidering the parallel of O. Crum ST 18, it appears that our ostracon was
most likely an amulet intended to protect a place. Given the Theban con-
text of the ostracon, the use of a nomen sacrum, and its formal affinities
with Frange’s prayer, our ostracon almost certainly originated in a monas-
tic context.

The text preserved here diverges in some places from the other known
versions, but the variants seem to be minor and may in part even be due
to copying errors. In general, the preserved lines give the impression of a
careless copy; see the commentary below for details. As the text, especially
its spelling, is highly variable, only the most certain and necessary textual
supplements are provided below. After the linear commentary, an exempli
gratia reconstruction of the original will be presented below.
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   4 For a contextualisation of this ostracon, see Piwowarczyk 2022: 170–171.
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               - - - - - - - - - - - -
               [ c. 6–7 ]  ̣ [
               [ⲧⲁⲅⲁⲡ]ⲏ̣ ⲛⲁⲣ̣̄ⲉⲟ̣[ⲩⲟⲉⲓⲛ
               [ⲁ]ⲛ̣ⲟⲕ ⲉⲧϣⲁϫⲉ : ⲉ[ⲃⲟⲗ ⲙⲡⲉⲕ-]
      4       ⲣ̣ⲁⲛ ⲉⲩⲣ ⲡⲙⲉⲉⲩⲉ̣ [
               ⲙ̄ⲛⲛ̄ⲥⲱⲕ ⲁⲩⲱ̣ [
               ϣⲁ̄ ⲁⲣ̄ϫ ⲙ̄ⲡⲕ[ⲁϩ
               ϩⲛ︥︤ ⲧⲁϭⲓ̈ϫ ⲙ̄[ⲙⲓⲛⲉ
      8       ⲛ̄ϩⲏ︦ⲧϥ︦ ⲛ̄ⲇ[ⲓϭⲓϫ
               ⲛ̄ⲧⲏ ⲡⲁⲇⲓ̈[ⲕⲉⲓⲙⲉⲛⲟⲥ
               ⲛ̄ⲁ̄ⲕⲁ︤ⲑ︥[ⲁⲣⲧⲟⲛ
               ϫⲓ̈ⲛ ⲧ[ⲉⲛⲟⲩ ϣⲁ ⲉⲛⲉϩ
     12       ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ̣ [ⲭ(ⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟ)ⲥ
               - - - - - - - - - - - -

5. !γ#πη || 6. ⲙ̄ⲡⲕ: ⲕ corr. ex ϩ || 9. !ντικε+µενο- || 10.!κ#θαρτο- || 12. ⲓ̅ⲥ̣̅

5. ⲙ̄ⲛⲛ̄ⲥⲱⲕ ⲁⲩⲱ̣ [: The word ⲙ̄ⲛⲛ̄ⲥⲱⲕ is followed by ϩⲛ̄ ⲧⲉⲕⲡⲁⲧⲣⲓⲁ ⲧⲏⲣⲥ ⲁⲩⲱ
ⲛ̄ⲥⲉⲥⲟⲧⲙ in most versions. The most probable explanation for the divergent text
here is that ϩⲛ̄ ⲧⲉⲕⲡⲁⲧⲣⲓⲁ ⲧⲏⲣⲥ was dropped in this copy. This may have been an
error already present in the Vorlage of the scribe or the scribe’s own copying mis-
take (see below, l. 6 n.). However, it is also possible that we are dealing with a
shorter version of the text, as it would make sense also with this omission.

6. ⲁⲣ̄ϫ: The scribe probably omitted letters from the expected form ⲁⲣ̄ⲏϫϥ̄,
as he commits a mistake also in the next word (see the next note).

ⲙ̄ⲡⲕ[ⲁϩ: Kappa was corrected from hori probably because the scribe’s eye first
accidentally jumped over ⲕⲁ to the following hori.

8. ⲛ̄ϩⲏ︦ⲧ︦ϥ ⲛ̄ⲇ[ⲓϭⲓϫ: The last character of the line resembles the delta in the fol-
lowing line, which suggests reading ⲛ̄ⲇ[ⲓϭⲓϫ for ⲛ̄ⲧⲉⲓϭⲓϫ, as the same phonetic
interchange occurs in the following line. Most versions have ⲛ̄ⲧⲉⲓϭⲓϫ or ⲛ̄ⲧⲁϭⲓϫ
after ⲛ̄ϩⲏⲧϥ̄, but O. Crum 22, l. 22 contains ⲛϩ]ⲏⲧϥ ⲛⲃⲟⲗ ⲛ[. As it is also possible
that what appears to be a triangular delta is, in fact, a combination of two letters,
our text may contain a similar addition to ⲛ̄ϩⲏⲧϥ̄. On the whole, the reading pre-
sented in the text above seems more likely.

11. ϫⲓ̈ⲛ ⲧ[ⲉⲛⲟⲩ ϣⲁ ⲉⲛⲉϩ, ‘from now until forever’: Our reconstruction diverges
from the known Coptic versions, but is probably only a slightly longer, biblically

Inv. A-827 13.6 × 6.9 cm Theban region
7th–8th cent.



inspired (see Mt. 21:19) version of the expected ϣⲁ ⲉⲛⲉϩ. The supplement was
kindly suggested by Korshi Dosoo.

12. ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ̣ [ⲭ(ⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟ)ⲥ: These words could perhaps belong to the final portion
of the text: ϯⲉⲡⲓ̈ⲥⲧⲟⲗⲏ ⲙ̄ⲡⲉⲛϫⲟⲉⲓⲥ ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ ⲭ(ⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟ)ⲥ, ‘the letter of our Lord Jesus
Christ’, although the full closing title is more commonly attested in manuscripts
than in isolated copies. Alternatively, the text may have simply concluded with
the nomen sacrum, or even – as Korshi Dosoo suggests – with a ‘seal’ of Jesus, sim-
ilar to those found in one of the Greek and Armenian branches of the Abgar tra-
dition (see, e.g., P. Nessana II 7 and Feydit 1986: 153).
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Fig. 1. Fragment of Jesus’s letter to Abgar 
(Dmytro Yavornytsky National Historical Museum of Dnipro, inv. A-827)
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A hypothetical reconstruction

A complete reconstruction of text is presented here exempli gratia, based
on a more or less contemporary copy found in PCM I 11, pp. 24–25. Since
the original shape of the ostracon is unknown and minor variations in the
text of Jesus’ Letter to Abgar are common, any supplements must remain
hypothetical. For reasons of space, lines 4 and 10–11 must have been
shorter on the original; however, it is preferable not to speculate on the
precise appearance of the text on the ostracon.

     - - - - - - - - - - - -
     [ c. 6–7 ]  ̣ [
     [ⲧⲁⲅⲁⲡ]ⲏ̣ ⲛⲁⲣ̣̄ⲉⲟ̣[ⲩⲟⲉⲓⲛ ϩⲛ ⲛⲉⲥⲡⲗⲁⲧⲓⲁ ⲁⲛⲟⲕ ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ ⲁⲛⲟⲕ ⲉⲧϩⲱⲛ]
     [ⲁ]ⲛ̣ⲟⲕ ⲉⲧϣⲁϫⲉ : ⲉ[ⲃⲟⲗ ϫⲉ ⲁⲕⲙⲉ ⲉⲙⲁⲧⲉ ϯⲛⲁⲕⲱ ⲙⲡⲉⲕ-]
4    ⲣ̣ⲁⲛ ⲉⲩⲣ ⲡⲙⲉⲉⲩⲉ̣ [ⲛϣⲁ ⲉⲛⲉϩ ⲁⲩⲱ ⲟⲩϯⲙⲏ ⲙⲛ ⲟⲩⲥⲙⲟⲩ ϩⲛ ⲛⲅⲉⲛⲉⲁ ⲉⲧⲛⲏⲩ]
     ⲙ̄ⲛⲛ̄ⲥⲱⲕ ⲁⲩⲱ̣ [ϩⲛ ⲧⲉⲕⲡⲁⲧⲣⲓⲁ ⲧⲏⲣⲥ (?) ⲁⲩⲱ ⲛⲥⲉⲥⲟⲧⲙⲉϥ]
     ϣⲁ̄ ⲁⲣ̄ϫ ⲙ̄ⲡⲕ[ⲁϩ ⲁⲛⲟⲕ ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ ⲡⲉⲛⲧⲁⲓⲥϩⲁⲓ ⲛⲧⲉⲓⲉⲡⲓⲥⲧⲟⲗⲏ]
     ϩⲛ︥︤ ⲧⲁϭⲓ̈ϫ ⲙ̄[ⲙⲓⲛⲉ ⲙⲙⲟⲓ ⲡⲙⲁ ⲉⲧⲟⲩⲛⲁⲧⲱϫⲉ ⲉⲃⲟⲗ]
8   ⲛ̄ϩⲏ︦ⲧϥ︦ ⲛ̄ⲇ[ⲓϭⲓϫ ⲛⲥϩⲁⲓ ⲛⲛⲉⲗⲁⲁⲩ ⲛⲇⲏⲛⲁⲙⲓⲥ]
     ⲛ̄ⲧⲏ ⲡⲁⲇⲓ̈[ⲕⲉⲓⲙⲉⲛⲟⲥ ⲟⲩⲇⲉ ⲗⲁⲁⲩ ⲙⲡⲛ(ⲉⲩⲙ)ⲁ]
     ⲛ̄ⲁ̄ⲕⲁⲑ︥︤[ⲁⲣⲧⲟⲛ ⲉϣϭⲙϭⲟⲙ ⲉϩⲱⲛⲉ ⲉϩⲟⲩⲛ ⲟⲩⲇⲉ ⲉϫⲱϩ ⲉϩⲟⲩⲛ ⲉⲡⲧⲟⲡⲟⲥ ⲉⲧⲙⲙⲁⲩ]
     ϫⲓ̈ⲛ ⲧ[ⲉⲛⲟⲩ ϣⲁ ⲉⲛⲉϩ ⲟⲩϫⲁⲓ ϩⲛ ⲟⲩⲉⲓⲣⲏⲛⲏ ϩⲁⲙⲏⲛ. ϯⲉⲡⲓⲥⲧⲟⲗⲏ ⲙⲡⲉⲛϫⲟⲉⲓⲥ]
12  ⲓ(ⲏⲥⲟⲩ)ⲥ̣ [ⲭ(ⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟ)ⲥ ϣⲁ ⲁⲩⲕⲁⲣⲟⲥ ϩⲁⲙⲏⲛ (?).]
     - - - - - - - - - - - -

[ - - - ] love will shine [in its streets. I, Jesus, it is I who commands and it is]
I who speak. Because [you have loved greatly, I shall preserve your] name
as an eternal memory [and an honour and a blessing among the generations
who come] after you and [through your entire lineage (?), and they will hear
it] to the end of the earth. [It is I, Jesus, who has written this letter] with my
very own hand. [The place to which this manuscript will be affixed, no
power] of the Adversary [nor] unclean [spirit will be able to approach nor
to reach into that place], from now [until forever. Be well in peace, amen!
The letter of our Lord (?)] Jesus Christ [to Abgar. Amen. (?)] (slightly adapted
translation from PCM I 11)



2. Poll tax receipt from Djeme

Receipt written on a pottery fragment for the payment of one solidus for
a poll tax of the 14th indiction issued to a certain Seueros son of Gamoul.
The ostracon is broken at its bottom, but probably only the scribal signa-
ture is missing. The document is a further example of numerous tax
receipts from the village Djeme written on ostraca in the early decades of
the eighth century. The taxpayer has not been attested so far, but the
spelling and handwriting is indicative of the scribe Psate son of Pisrael,
the best attested scribe of tax receipts in the region. In addition to the
general impression of the handwriting, the spelling ⲉⲓⲥⲥ with two sigmas
and the spelling ⲕⲁⲧⲁⲃⲟⲩⲗⲏ for καταβο23, both idiosyncracies of Psate,
suggest that he wrote this document. His activity was documented in the
12th, 15th, and 1st–9th indictions that correspond to the years 713/14–726.
As most receipts from Psate were issued in the indiction cycle following
the one for which the tax was collected (see, e.g., the table in Delattre &
Fournet 2014: 240–243), we can assume that this document was issued in
the 15th indiction. On Psate son of Pisrael, see Delattre & Fournet 2014:
231–234, who also provide an up-to-date overview of tax receipts from
Djeme at pp. 209–239.

               † ⲉⲓⲥⲥ ⲟⲩϩⲟⲗⲟⲕⲟ(ⲧⲧⲓⲛⲟⲥ) ⲛⲁⲣⲓⲑ-
               ⲙⲓⲁ ⲁϥⲉⲓ ⲉⲧⲟⲟⲧ ϩⲓⲧⲟⲟⲧ̣ⲕ ⲛ̣-
               ⲧⲁ̣ⲕ ⲥⲉⲩⲏⲣⲟⲥ ϭ̣ⲁⲙⲟⲩⲗ
      4       ϩⲁ ⲡⲉⲕⲇⲓⲁⲅⲣⲁ̣ⲫ̣ⲟⲛ ϩⲓ ⲧⲡⲣⲱⲧ(ⲏ)
               ⲕ̣ⲁⲧⲁ̣ⲃⲟⲩⲗⲏ ⲛϯⲣⲟⲙⲡⲉ ⲧⲉⲥⲥⲉⲣ-
               [ⲁⲥⲕⲁⲓ]ⲇ̣ⲉ̣ⲕⲁⲧⲏⲥ. γ4+ 1(νεται) [ν4(µισµα)] α`. 6αρ(µου)θ(ι) κζ
               [9νδ(ικτ+ωνο-) ιε ⲡ]ⲁ̣ⲡⲉ̣ ϯⲥⲧ(ⲟⲓⲭⲉⲓ)
               - - - - - - - - - - - -

1. <2οκ4ττινο-, ϩⲟⲗⲟⲕ ⲟ pap. || 1–2. !ρ+θµιο- || 4. δι#γραφον | πρ>το-, ⲡⲧⲣⲱⲧ pap. || 5. κατα -
βο23 || 5–6. τεσσαρεσκαιδεκατ4- || 6. γι  pap. | φαρθ pap. || 7. στοιχε@ν, ϯⲥⲧ pap.
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Inv. A-1918 6 × 9.6 cm Djeme
22 April 717
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† Lo, one reckoned solidus has come to me through you, Seueros son of Gamoul,
for the poll tax, for the first instalment of this fourteenth year. Total: 1 solidus.
Pharmouthi 27, indiction 15. [ - - - I - - - ] the headman agree. [ - - - ]
3. ϭ̣ⲁⲙⲟⲩⲗ: As the anonymous reviewer suggests, one could alternatively read

ⲥⲁⲙⲟⲩ<ⲏ>ⲗ.
6. [ν4(µισµα)]: !ρ(+)θ(µιον) could also be supplemented, as Psate uses both

terms in the summaries of his receipts (e.g. O. Strasb. Copt. 51, l. 6, and 57, l. 8).
7. This line contained the signature of a village headmen, as common in these

receipts. On the title ⲁⲡⲉ, see Berkes 2017: 84–87, for Djeme, esp. 173–175, 178–180.
For ⲁⲡⲏⲩⲉ signing tax receipts of Psate in the 15th indiction, see Till 1962: 186.
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of Dnipro
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Ukraine
e-mail: kistolanton@gmail.com

Fig. 2. Poll tax receipt from Djeme 
(Dmytro Yavornytsky National Historical Museum of Dnipro, inv. A-1918)
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Abstract: Papyrological sources from late antique Egypt attest to a variety
of non-religious contexts in which clergy below the episcopal level – mainly
presbyters and deacons – exercised authority in rural settlements. These
contexts include formal and informal representation of village communities,
mediation in conflict, and policing of the morals. While these phenomena
have already drawn the attention of scholars, they were often viewed strictly
as an outcrop of the religious authority wielded by the clergy. The present
contribution is an attempt to nuance this perspective by taking into consid-
eration the diverse socio-economic factors which contributed to the social
standing of the clergy. It uses Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory, with its subse-
quent reiterations, as the main theoretical framework and builds on the con-
cepts of capital accumulation and convertibility between social fields in
order to arrive at a multifaceted analysis of the clerics’ position as fully inte-
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Abstract: A tiny archive composed of the famous Coptic arbitration proto-
col P. Budge and three associated Greek documents, a settlement of claims,
a sale, and a loosely connected marriage document, bring forward a fascinat-
ing controversy of the tormented times between the Persian and the Arab
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study of this material, delving into the dispute resolution method, rhetorics,
and proper reconstruction of the events, is presently in the works. Before it
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fitting the circumstances of Thekla-the-Widow and the creditors couple. It
is amazing to see how, even at the dusk of its domination of Egypt, the
Roman legal forma mentis was so strongly present in this inherently plural
society.
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