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P. COL. INV. 131 RECTO:
A LOAN CONTRACT WITH PARAMONE PROVISION
FROM MID-FIRST-CENTURY CE THEADELPHIA®

COL. INV. I3I RECTO contains 19 lines of text, written along the fibres,
oand another line, perpendicular to body of the document, in the left,
relatively well preserved margin, which measures cz. 1.3 cm. The upper
margin (cz. 1.5 wide) seems intact on the left and middle, but has largely
been torn oft on the right. In my reading, I assume that on the right,
between 3 and 10 letters are lost, on a strip ca. 3 cm. wide, margin included.
On the back of the papyrus we find an account, probably of expenses,
by a phrontistés trom Philadelphia. The account, whose publication is
torthcoming, contains six lines of text, with very wide upper and lower
margins (cz. 2.3 cm each). The presence of the wide lower margin on the
back may lead us to the conclusion that the author of the later account
tore away the lower section of the papyrus, whose full length may have
measured between 20 and 30 cm.! Working from this assumption, the

* I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Roger S. BAGNALL, Professor Hélene
Cuvieny, Professor Dieter HAGEDORN and Professor Klaas Worp for inspecting the pic-
ture of the papyrus and amending some of my readings.

' Comp., eg., P. Corn. 6 (17 cE, Oxyrhyncha): vertical length: 26, 1 cm; P. Tebr. 11 388 (98 CE,
Tebtynis): 23, 9 cm. I discuss the use of established formats for different types of con-
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extant portion of the contract contains no more than half of its original
vertical length. On the papyrus, we trace a kollésis ca. 1.5 cm from the right
end. The upper right section of the papyrus is abraded. The text of the
document was crossed out due to its cancellation.

Text

P. Col. inv. 131 83x9.8 cm 20 August 58 CE
Theadelphia Along the fibres

érovs TerapTov Népw|vos K|Aavdiov K|aloapos]
2efactov I'eppavic|o]t A[vrorp|aropos [unros]
Kaioapelov €pdoun ral €[ ikad|w kl év [Beal- 20 Aug. 58

4 Selpeia s Oeuiorov plepidos To]v [Ap]o[i]volirov]
Iépans mis émvyovijs ws €1y meymi[kovral
800 00 vmo dvriyipa defiov kat 7 yyy[n adTod]

8 Taapuivows Tilonovs Iepolvy w|s érdv mev]-
mirovTa ovAy avti kimul|w apioTe[pd pera kuplov]
TOU TPOYEYpaUUEVOY avThs avdpos [aAAwy|
éyyvou eis €xtiow Neglepd ]t Peva|povvews]

12 ws €rdy TpidkovTa ov[Ay] uiAw [apioTepd]
éxw map’ avTod dpyvplov émiorulov Spaxuds]
meyTKkovTe 0V0 Kot avTi [T]|d[v TodTwy]
Tokwy mapoueviy Tov Ier ]

16 [7® Negep|dTi én’ €y 8o a|mo 100 mpo(keyuevov)]
[pévov Sclaovodlvlzla (). ]

tracts, in the Arsinoite grapheia, in ‘Grammatikon: Transaction Costs in First-Century CE
Tebtynis’, to be published in the forthcoming proceedings of the seminar Lega/ Documents
in Ancient Society 11: Transaction Costs in the Ancient World: The Center for Hellenic Studies:
Washington D¢, 27-28 July 2009.
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H :'“;*b: £
[ |y axodov[8(2) .. ... ... ]
[eeim:z:a: | witkald [ia:e:cinseoncs ]

Perpendicular to the main text, on the left margin:

Ivepepis Wevapoitvews amé[yw - - |
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Translation

Year four of Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus Imperator, twenty-sev-
enth, 27th, of the month Kaisareios in Theadelphia of the Meris of Themistos, of the
Arsinoite nome. Pet| - - } son of | - - |, Persian of the epigoné, age approximately fifty-
two, scar under his right thumb, and bis wife Taarmiysis daughter of Tithoés, Persian,
age approximately fifty, scar on ber left shin, with ber aforesaid husband acting as ber
kyrios, both acting as co-sureties for full payment, declare to Nepherds son of Psen-
amounts, age approximately thirty, scar on bis left cheek, that they received from him
[ifty two drachmas of stamped silver. In lieu of the loan’s interest let Pel| - - }stay with
Nepherds for a period of twoyears{ - - - Yat bis Q) mill { - - - ]

Perpendicular to the text, in the left margin:

I, Pnepheros son of Psenamounts, bave recovered { - - - }

Commentary

1-3. On the titulature cf. P. Bureth, Les titulatures impériales dans les papyrus, les
ostraca et les inscriptions dEgypte Go a.C. — 284 p.C), Bruxelles 1964 (Pap. Brux. 11),
p- 34

7. avrixwpa: note iotacisms in this text also in the infinitives in lines 13, 15.
Cf. F.Th. Gignac, A Grammar of the Greek Papyri of the Roman and Byzantine Periods
1: Phonology, Milan 1976 (Testi e documenti per lo studio dell antichita Lv), pp. 189-190.

16-17. At the end of line 16 and the beginning of line 17, after the account of
the duration of the service, the scribe indicates the date of its beginning. Com-
pare n. 44. The size of the lacuna, around 1520 letters long, renders likely, prob-
ably abbreviated, the formula am¢ 700 mpoketuévov xpdvov, which is in exclusive
use in the first, and early second-century CE Arsinoités: cf. P. Bour. 14, 9-10
(= CPGr 1 28, 126 cE, Ptolemais Euergetis); P. Hamb. 1 30, 1—12 (89 cE, Philadel-
phia); P. Mich. v 355, 2 (48-56 CE, Tebtynis); x 586, 6 (ca. 30 cE, Tebtynis); x11 635,
10 (71 CE, Bacchias); P. Thomas 4, 13-14 (41—54 CE, Tebtynis); PSI vii1 902, 2-3 (ca.
48-56, cE, Tebtynis).

17. This reading was kindly proposed to me by Professor Dieter Hagedorn.
While the kappa raises doubts, the reading of a participle in general seems plau-



P. COL.INV. 131 RECTO 271

sible and fits the context. Compare P. Wisc. 1 4, 9—10 (53 CE, Oxyrhynchos): dia-
kovolyTa kal mowlvra m[dvra 7d] | émracodpeva avrde and, nfra, n. 2s.

19.The service is to be performed at the creditor’s mill. For similar accounts
¢f. n. 52. The standard work on mills is E. Battaglia’s ‘Artos’. I/ lessico della panifica-
zione nei papiri greci, Milano 1989 (Biblioteca di Aevum Antiquum 11), at p. 154-160.

Text in the left margin. Cf., a possible parallel in P. Oxy. 11 267, 34-36 (= MChr.
281, 43 cB, Oxyrhynchos): Zepanevs Amiwv{os)y dméyw 76 | mporipevov repdAeov
kai 008é() | oe dvikaldd.

Discussion

The present document was drafted in the village graphezon of Philadel-
phia, and exhibits all the common features of a graphezon document in the
early Roman period.” A date formula is followed by an objective acknowl-
edgement on the part of the prospective debtors of the receipt of a loan.
The parties are identified by their names, and those of their fathers (but
in this period not by those of their mothers or grandfathers), by their
scars and moles (but not by their stature, the colour of their hair or skin,
or the shape of their face and nose), and by age.> An account of the par-
ties’ domicile is missing, and debtors are designated Persians, and, if they
are men by the genos tvjs émvyoryjs. The wife is accompanied by her hus-
band as kyrios." The width of the document, 8.3 cm with between 30 and

* Cf H.J. Wourr, Das Recht der griechischen Papyri Agyptens in der Zeit der Prolemdieer und
des Prinzipats, 11: Organisation und Kontrolle des privaten Rechtsverkebrs, Minchen 1978
(HAW x 5, 2), pp. 85-91.

3 In the Ptolemaic period, a more detailed description method is applied in sale kaza-
graphai, issued at the agoranomeia of Pathyris and Pathyrite Crocodilopolis (.g., BGU 111
999, 99 BCE, Pathyris), in wills from the Arsinioite Nome, re-edited in P. Petrie* 1 (e.g.,
P. Petrie’ 113 = C. Ptol. Sklav. 1 54, 238237 BCE, Arsinoités) and in abstracts of double docu-
ments and documents in Demotic (e.g., CPR xvIII 2, 231206 BCE, Theogonis). Similarly
detailed description is still applied at some agoranomeia in the early Roman period (f,, e.g.,
P. Oxy. 1 99 = P. Lond. 111 765 descr., 55 cE, Oxyrhynchos).

* A reference to the third-century BCE law that introduced in Egypt the institution of

kyrios, or at least set out his selection procedure is P. Eleph. Wagner 1 (241/240 BCE (), Ele-
phantiné [?]). Cf, also J. MoDRzEJEWSKI, ‘A propos de la tutelle dative des femmes dans
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35 letters per line, is quite common in loan contracts drafted at the Arsi-
noite grapheia’

In the present document, Pet{ - - } and his wife Taarmiysis, daughter of
Tithoés, borrow from Nepheros son of Psenamounis an amount of fifty-two
silver drachmas. Among these names, that of the wife’s father, Tithoés,
seems particularly Theadelphian, and is connected with the cult of a god by
this name in that village.® Instead of returning the entire debt with its inter-
est in cash Pet[ - - ], the husband, is supposed to settle the interest by ren-
dering services at Nepherds’ premises, according to line 19, at his mill. The
amount of the money lent is relatively low, but not exceptionally so: among
the sixty-six first-century Arsinoite loan contracts recorded in the databank
Greek Law in Roman Times («http://hudd.huji.ac.il/glrt_guest.aspx»), as many
as twenty-five report a loan of less than one hundred drachmas.
As for the term designating the loan, among first-century loan contracts
from the Arsinoités it is still (as was generally the case in the Ptolemaic peri-
od and in Augustan Alexandria) most common to term the loan ddveiov,
either by using the noun itself (26 documents), or the verb dave{{io6ou
(8 cases). Leaving the loan category undesignated, as is done here, is less
typical: this is the case in just nine documents. Still, this practice is more
common than terming the loan chrésis (6 documents).®

I'Egypte romaine’, PapCongr. X111, pp. 263-292; H. A. RupprECHT, ‘Zur Frage der Frauen-
tutel im romischen Agypten’, [in:} Festschrift fiir Arnold Krinzlein. Beitrage zur Antiken
Rechesgeschichte, Graz 1986, pp. 95-102.

5 Cf, eg., P. Tebr. 11 388 (98 cE, Tebtynis), which is 8, 2 cm wide and contains around 35
letters a line.

6 Cf, in particular, SB xx 14099 (before 20 November 11 CE, Theadelphia) and O. E. KaPER,
The Egyptian God Tutu, a Study of the Sphinx-God and Master of Demons with a Corpus of Mon-
uments, Leuven 2003, pp. 137, 147, 180-181.

" Cf, eg., P. Lond. 11 277 (23 CE, Soknopaiou Nésos): 64 dr., P. Louvre 1 16 (4154 CE,
Soknopaiou Nésos): 40 dr., P. Tebr. Wall. 2 (83-84 cg, Tebtynis): 38 dr.

¥ First-century loan contracts of the Arsinoités that leave the debt category undesig-
nated are P. Alex. 8 (89 cE, Boubastos); P. Col. X 249 (9—10 CE, Theadelphia); P. Corn. 6
(r7 cg, Oxyrhyncha); P. Gen. 1 24 (96 cE, Apias); P. Hamb. 1 30 (89 ck, Philadelphia);
P. Mich. v 241, 2438 (46 cE, Tebtynis); 333 (52 cE, Tebtynis); x 585 (87 cE, Bacchias);
P. Tebr. 11 384 (10 cE, Tebtynis). A change takes place in this respect in the last quarter of
the first century, as the chrésis becomes in the Arsinoités, and perhaps also throughout
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The present contract reports a loan received by two persons, a hus-
band and a wife, in common. This is also the case in sixty-four Arsinoite
loan contracts from the first and second centuries CE, almost the third
part of the total 211 documents. Most of these contracts, fifty-nine in all,
stipulate the joint and mutual surety of the debtors, mostly through the
tormula aAMjAwy €yyvou els €xTiow, which is also used in the present con-
tract (Il. 10-11).” It is not surprising that in most cases the debtors are also

Egypt, the predominant type of loan category: §7 second-century CE loan contracts, of the
Arsinoités out of a total of 133, record the delivery of chrésis, while only 12 record a daneion.
The number of 2nd cent. contracts that not specify the loan category is 37. General survey
of the three categories in H. A. RupprECHT, Untersuchungen zum Darleben im Recht der grae-
co-dgyptischen Papyri der Ptolemderzeit, Miinchen 1967, pp. 3-13; H. KOHNERT, Zum Kreditge-
schift in den hellenistischen Papyri Agyptens bis Diokletian, Freiburg 1965, pp. 11-111; B. TENGER,
Die Verschuldung im romischen Agypten 1.—2. Jb. n.Chr.), St. Katherinen 1993, pp. 9-60.

? The formula d\jAwy éyytor eis Ekriow is recorded, in the first and the second cen-
tury CE Arsinoités, in the following loan contracts: BGU 111 856, 9 (= MChr. 331, 106 CE,
Psenyris); 911, 10 (= P. Dime 111 7, 18 CE, Soknopaiou Nésos); X1 2044, 12 (46 CE, Sok-
nopaiou Nésos); P. Alex. 7, 8 (113 cE, Dionysias); P. Corn. 6, 8—9 (17 cg, Oxyrhyncha);
P. Fam.Tebt. 2, 9 (92 CB); 4, 8 (94 CB); 6, 10 (98/9 CE, all from Tebtynis); P. Flor. 111 316, 1011
(11 cE, Philadelphia); P. Gen. 1 24, 8 (96 CE, Apias); P. Kron. 8, 9 (109 CE, Arsinoités); P. Kron.
9,8 (11 cE, Tebtynis); P. Kron. 17, 10-11 (140 CE, Tebtynis); P. Lond. 11 336, 15 (= MChr. 174,
167 CE, Ptolemais Euergetis); P. Louvre 1 18, 1 (= BGU 111 853 recto, 141 CE, Soknopaiou
Neésos); P. Meyer 5, 9-10 (98-117 CE, Arsinoités); P. Mich. v 241, 15-23, Il. 19—20 (46 CE, Teb-
tynis); 328 col. 11, I. 9-10 (29—30 CE, Arsinoités); 332, col. 11, L. 21 (4748 CE, Arsinoités); 333,
9 (with no. 334, 52 CE, Tebtynis); X11 635, 4 (71 CE, Bacchias); P. Mil. Vogl. 11 68, 9 (154 CE,
Tebtynis); P. Miinch. 111 96, 15-16 (158 CE, Ptolemais Euergetis); P. Oslo 111 131, 16-17 (118 CE,
Theadelphia); P. Oxf. 10, 11 (98-102 CE, Theadelphia); P. Ry/. 11 330 descriptum (130 CE,
Theadelphia); 332 descriptum (139 cE, Theadelphia [?D; P. Stras. 1v 204, 14715 (161169 CE,
Arsinoités); 230, 11 (143144 CE, Philadelphia); 293, 9 (138-161 CE, Berenikis Aigialou);
P. Tebt. 11 384, 12 & 33 (10 CE, Tebtynis); P. Zauzich 39 col. 11, 1. 83 (54 CE, Arsinoités); PST
V111 910, col. 11, L. 19 (4748 cE, Tebtynis); 1x 1028, 10 (15 CE, Tebtynis); 1051, 10-11 (26 CE,
Soknopaiou Nésos): per[é]yyvor [m]pd[s] aAr[F]dovs | €ls ério[w]; X 1131 (= CPGr 118, 41
CE, Ptolemais Euergetis); 1142, 11 (154 CE, Tebtynis); SB v1 9291, 11-12 (93 CE, Theadelphia);
x11 10804, 15 (= P. Dime 111 23, 47 CE, Soknopaiou Nésos); X1v 11600, 12-13 (91-96 CE, Bac-
chias [?D; xvi11 13047, 9-10 (= P. Lond. 111 896 descriptum, 6979 CE, Arsinoités [?]); 13233,
15716 (= P. Haw. 223, 107 CE, Aueris); XX11 15388, 8-9 (1r7—161 CE, Theadelphia). The same
formula is also applied in other types of contracts, most commonly leases f., ¢.g., BGU x1
2032, 6 (113 CE, Ptolemais Euergetis).

Co-surety can be expressed by means of other formulae as well, such as (1) é¢ -
Aeyyims: BGU 11 664 ,5-6 (st cent. CE, Arsinoités); P. Flor. 1 44, 26 (158 cg, Ptolemais-
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closely related. Twenty-two Arsinoite documents from the first and sec-
ond centuries CE record spouses as co-debtors," thirteen record siblings,"
and as many record parent and child(ren)” taking a loan in common.
A more distant kinship may be assumed in other cases as well.

In P. Col. inv. 131 recto one of the debtors obliges himself to settle a part
of the obligation, in this case the interest, by placing himself at the disposal
of the creditor.” The term used in at least some of the contemporaneous

Euergetis); P. Mert. 11 67, 15-16 (130 CE, Ptolemais Euergetis); P. Petaus 31,7 (183/4 cE, Kara-
nis); SB x11 10786, 11-12 (= P.Tebr. 11 531 descriptum, 133 CE, Tebtynis); 10787, 10 (= P.Tebt.
11 §32 descriptum, 133 CE, Tebtynis); X1v 12023, 10 (2nd cent. CE, Tebtynis); XvI 12954, 10
(= P. Ryl.11 329 descriptum, 116 CE, Arsinoités). (2) én’ aAdnAeydn: SPP xx11 53, 5 (149 CE,
Soknopaiou Nésos); or the debtors’ designation as (3) aAAéyyvou: P. Fouad 1 51, 9—10 (126
cE, Tebtynis); P. Mich. v 329/330, 14 (40—41 CE, Arsinoités); P. Stras. 1 13, 7 (138—161 CE, Hérak-
leia); 1v 209, 11-12 (152 CE, Dionysias); 289, 13 (48 CE, Arsinoités); v 303, 4 (161-169 CE, Arsi-
noités [?D; SPP 1v, pp. 116117, I. 9—10 (= P. Fay. 260 descriptum, 109/10 cE, Euhémeria).
No indication of the debtors’ co-surety in BGU 111 800 (158 CE, Arsinoités);
P. Fam.Tebt. 11 (112 CE, Arsinoités); P. Mich. 1x 568 (92 CE, Ptolemais Euergetis or Karanis)
[a second copy: no. 569k P. Ryl. 11 175 (168 CE, Theadelphia); P. Tebz. 11 390 (= MChr. 251,
167 cE, Tebtynis). Cf. Eva CANTARELLA, La fideiussione reciproca (alléleggue e mutua fideiussio).
Contributo allo studio delle obbligazioni solidali, Milano 1965, pp. 1—112; KGHNERT, Zum Kre-
ditgeschdft (cit. n. 8), p. 180-182; RuPPRECHT, Untersuchungen (cit. n. 8), pp. 17-18.

' BGU 111 856; 911; X1 2044; P. Corn. 6; P. Fam. Tebt. 2 (spouses and their son); 6; 11 (spouses
and their son); P. Flor. 1 44; P. Kron 8 (spouses and their children); P. Meyer 5; P. Mich. v 329/330;
332; P. Oslo 111 131; P. Oxf. 10; P. Stras. 1v 230; 289; P. Zauzich 39; PSI vii1 910; 1x 1028 (two
brothers and their wives); 10571; X 1131 (two husbands and two wives); SB xv111 13047; 13233.

" Two brothers in P. Fam. Tebt. 4; P. Fouad 1 51; P. Kron. 11; 68; P. Mil. Vogl. 11 68; P. Petaus
31; P. Stras. 1v 204; SB V1 9291; XVI 12954, SPP 1v, pp. 116-117, ll. 9—10; three brothers in
P Tebr. 11 390; PSI X 1142, two pairs of siblings among five debtors in P. Lond. 11 336, two broth-
ers and their wives in PSI 1x 1028; two brothers and a son of one of them in P. Mich. v 328.

12 A father and a son in P. Narm. 2006 no. 2; P. Ryl. 11 175; 332 descriptum (a father and two
sons). A mother and a son in P. Mich. v 241, 15-23; 333/4; 1X 568; SB x11 10786; 10787; X1V
12023; SPP xx §3. Cf. also P. Fam. Tebt. 2; 11; P. Kron. 8 recorded in n. 10.

B Cf., in general, B. Apams, Paramoné und verwandte Texte. Studien zum Dienstvertrag im
Rechte der Papyri, Berlin 1964, pp. 9-113; J. HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsverbditnisse freier Person-
en in den bellenistischen Papyri bis Diokletian, Diss. Bonn 1972, p. 27; J. HERRMANN, ‘Person-
enrechtliche Elemente der Paramone’, RIDA 3rd s. 10 (1963), pp. 149-161 (= Kieine Schriften
zur Rechtsgeschichte), Miinchen 1955 (MBPR LXXXIID), pp. 221233 at pp. 224—227; Andrea
JOrDENS, Vertragliche Regelungen von Arbeiten im spditen griechischsprachigen Agypten, mit Edi-
tionen von Texten der Heidelberger Papyrus-Sammlung, des Istituto Papirologico ‘G. Vitelli, des
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documentation for this type of contract is paramoné," and it is also the one
to be applied in the following. Twenty-three paramoné contracts have hith-
erto been published:”

1. P. Yale 1 26 (= P. Hib. 148, early 3rd cent. BCE, Ankyron, Hérakleopolités).
. CPR xv111 18 (231 or 206 BCE, Theogonis).

. BGU v1 1258a, 1720 (154/3 or 143/2 BCE, Hermopolis ?): anagraphé.

. BGU 1v 1126 (9 BcE—Alexandria).

. PSI x 1120 (late 1st cent. BCE — early 1st cent. CE, prov. unknown).

. P. Tebt. 11 384 (10 c, Oxyrhyncha).

. P. Mich. x 587 (24/25 CE, Tebtynis).

. P. Mich. 11 121 recto, col. 111 entry 3 (42 CE, Tebtynis)."

. P. Mich. 11 121 recto, col. 1v entry 8 (42 CE, Tebtynis).

. P. Mich. v 241, 24—38 (46 CE, Tebtynis).

O o QAN A~ W

—
O

Agyptischen Museums zu Kairo und.des British Museum, London (P. Heid. v), Heidelberg 1990,
pp- 271295; A. E. SaMUEL, ‘The Role of Paramone Clauses in Ancient Documents’, ffurP
15 (1965), pp. 221-311; TENGER, Die Verschuldung (cit. n. 8), pp. 90—95; W. L. WESTERMANN,
“The Paramone as a General Service Contract’, FfurP 2 (1948), pp. 9—50.

H Compare in the particular HENGSTL, Arbeitsverbdltnisse (cit. n. 13), p. 24 and the lists
of documents recorded in the grapheion of Tebtynis, published as P. Mich. 11 121 verso; 123
recto; 124; 12§ recto; 128; v 237; 238 recto; 240, with 49 entries recording the composition of
a paramoné contract, and SAMUEL, “The Role of Paranome’ (cit. n. 13), p. 305. Samuel shows
that while the verb mapauévw could be used freely, and its meaning depended on the con-
text (as in literary sources), the substantive signified the ‘the concept of the legal obliga-
tion to remain[,} applied to free men.’ (cf,, e.g, p. 247, 308). Contra JOrRDENS, P. Heid. v,
p- 293, who claims, that ‘Fir das Substativ 7apapory lassen die Quellen insgesamt jeden-
falls keinen eindeutig technischen Gebrauch im Sinne eines Arbeitsverhiltnisses mit
antichretischem Charakter erkennen’. I do not rule out, of course, that Samuel’s inter-
pretation should be applied with regard to the early Roman period only, and even then
maybe not throughout Egypt, perhaps not even in the Oxyrhynchités. Compare P. Oxy.
1v 731 (910 CE, Oxyrhynchos).

5 Left aside are the documents recording the receipt of a mpoypeia, especially well-
attested in contracts of the Byzantine period. Cf., e.g., P. Kol 11 102 (= SB x11 11239, 418 CE,
Oxyrhynchités) and JOrDENS, P. Heid. v, pp. 270—275. Cf,, an early Roman antecedent in
P. Sarapion 20 (121 cg, Hermopolis). Left aside is also P. Mich. v 355 (4856 CE, Tebtynis
(with PSI vi11 902), where the paramoné is not based on an act of loan.

16 Cf. an anagraphé entry of the same contract in P. Mich. 11 121 verso, col. 11, 1. 17.
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11. P. Col. inv. 131 recto (58 cE, Theadelphia).

12. P. Alex. 8 (89 ck, Boubastos, Arsinoités).

13. P. Oxf. 10 (98-102 CE, Theadelphia).

14. P. Dura 20 (121 cg, Phaliga {?], near Dura Europos).
15. P. Bad. 11 22 (126 cE, Alexandria).

16. P. Kron. 16 (= P. Mil. Vogl. 1v 227, 138 CE, Tebtynis).
17. SPP xx11 36 (145 CE, Nikopolis and Soknopaiou Nésos).
18. P. Flor. 1 44 (158 cE, Ptolemais Euergetis).

19. P. Mert. 111 105, 17-34 (164165 CE, Tebtynis).

20. P. Aberd. 56 (176 cg, Ptolemais Euergetis).

21. $B 1v 7358 (277282 cE, Karanis).

22. P. Cair. Isid. 80 = SB v1 9267 (297 g, Karanis).

23. P. Kell. 1 40 (306/7 cE, Kellis, Oasis Magna).

In most of the above cases, the debtor (or debtors) first attests to the act
of loan, and then, differently from regular loan contracts, his ensuing
obligation to stay with the creditor and discharge all tasks required. One
way of documenting this obligation is through the conditional clause ég’
& [the debtor, in the accusative} mapapevely vel. sim;'” another is through
an independent clause, opening with the formula avri 8¢ 7dv Toxwy kTA..
This is also the case in the document presented here (Il. 14-15)." In some
contracts, instead of stipulating his own stay, the debtor assigns one of
his dependants — a son,"” a daughter,” a brother” or a slave” - to work at

7 CPR xvii 18, 475: ép’ b mapa|ple]vet; P. Aberd. 56, 14: ép’ & mapap[evewv]; P. Kell. 1
40, 9: ép” & pou (read: pe) mapapeivar.

8 BGU 1v 1126, 6-7; P. Alex. 8, 8—9 (restored); P. Mich. x 587, 7-9; P. Oxf. 10, 15.

¥ BGU v1 1258, 1720; P. Flor. 1 44; P. Mert. 111 105, r7—34. Cf. also in documents record-
ing the termination of a paramoné contract: BGU 1v 1153 col. 11 (14 BCE, Alexandria) and 1154
(1o BCE, Alexandria).

20 p. Mich. x 587. Cf. also the petitions BGU 1v 1139 (5 BCE, Alexandria) and P. Ry/. 11 128
(after 13 February 30 cg, Euhémeria).

2L P Tebr. 11 384.

22 §PP xx11 36.
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the creditor’s premises. The verb used in this clause is the future medial
form of mapéyw with the person assigned in the accusative.” The same
verb may also be used to denote the debtor’s own paramoné.”

In the clause itself, we find, usually in the present tense participle, an
account of the debtor’s obligations, which are, as pointed out by Boak and
Westermann, mostly of general nature,” a penalty clause relating to their
contravention,” a prohibition against leaving the creditor’s premises during
the term of the stay,” and often a clause fixing a penalty in the event that
such a departure does take place.” The document also reports the allowance

% Cf.,eg., P Flor. 1 44, r7—18.

' P. Mich. 11 121 recto, col. 1v entry 8, L 1; P. Mich. v 241, 31-32. Cf. also P. Mich. v 355, 2
(4856 cE, Tebtynis): not recording a loan; and P. Sarapion 20, 6-7 (= [partiallyl P. Stras. 1
44, 121 CE, Hermopolis), recording a prochreia.

= WESTERMANN, ‘The Paramone’, (cit. n. 13), pp. 2425 and n. 48. Take, for example, the
are the obligations recorded in BGU v1 1258a, 18-19; CPR xv111 18, 6—7; P. Aberd. 56, 15-17;
P. Alex. 8, 12—15; P. Dura 20, 8-9; P. Flor. 1 44, 19—21; P. Kron. 16, 2§—28; P. Mert. 111 105,
28-31; P. Mich. 11 121 recto, col. 1v, entry 8, L. 2; P. Mich. x 587, ll. 12-13. Also of general
nature, but differently formulated is P. Kell. 1 40, 9—12: épyacopévm{v) avri 7dv | 7ékov
(read: Tékwv) kai Smnpovryuévov (read: vmnperovuérmy) Smo cod (read: 0d) kara ra [éo]Ta-
|péva avri 7Gv Tdkov (read: Tdxwr) dxpi dmoddoews (read: dmoddoews) T[ob 7] po|keuévov
roupadéov (read: xepadaiov). More concrete, focusing on the debtor’s occupation as
weaver, are P. Mich. v 355, 3—4; P. Tebt. 11 384, 4—5 and SB 1v 7358, 9—10. P. Mich. v 241,
3334 relates to his work as a potter, and P. Oxf. 10, 17-19 on his occupation as a swine-
herd. Cf. Apams, Paramoné (cit. n. 13), pp. 54-64; HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsverhdltnisse (cit.
n. 13), pp. 28-29.

% BGU v 1126, 16—20; P. Bad. 11 22, 17 (); P. Kron. 16, 31-34; P. Yale 1 26, 3—4; PSI x 1120,
4-11; SPP XXI11 36, 13-14.

7 Cf., eg, BGU 1v 1126, 11—12: 1) yewouévn \;/,7}7-6/ améxoiros |und’ dpruepos amo Tis
Tageaiiros dvev s airis yvduns, and later in the same contract (Il. 15-16): kal u7 éx-
Xl miw m[apaporiy (?)]|évrds (rod) xpdvov. Compare also CPR xvI11 18, 7-9; P. Dura
20, 9—10; P. Flor. 1 44, 21-23; P. Mich. v 241, 3435; V 355, 10-11; X §87, 13-16; P. Oxf. 10,
22-23; P. Tebt. 11384, 67; P. Yale 26, 4—5. Cf. ADAMS, Paramoné (cit. n. 13), 49-53; HENGSTL,
Private Arbeitsverbiltnisse (cit. n. 13), p. 3L

2 BGU v 1126, 16—20; P. Bad. 11 22, 17 (?); P. Dura 20, 9—11; P. Flor. 1 44, 24—26; P. Kron.
16, 31734 (D; P. Mich. v 241, 35-36; V 355, 12; X 587, 18-34; P. Oxf. 10, 23—25 and 2730 and
HeNGsTL, Private Arbeitsverbdltnisse (cit. n. 13), p. 16; P. Tebt. 11 384, 32-34 (hypographé);
P. Yale 1 26, 5-6; PSI x 1120, 1-3 (?); SB 1V 7358, 11-16.
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of the person assigned during the period of stay,” as well as the taxes that are
to be paid in this period on his behalf.” Finally, some paramoné contracts
provide for the termination of the period of service, which can be accompa-
nied by the return of the loan to the creditor,” but does not have to.” If the
debtor is instructed to return the debt, the contract may introduce a penal-
ty in the event that he or she does not do so on time”

Some of the loan contracts incorporating the above terms report the
delivery of a relatively small loan — in one case, that of P. Tebt. 11 384, only
of sixteen drachmas.” In other contracts the loan is larger: in BGU 1v
1126 the amount given is 100 drachmas, in P. Aberd. 56, 200 dramchas, in
P. Flor. 1 44, 400 dramchas, and in P. Kron. 16 as many as 1,000 drach-
mas.” As is the case with the present contract, most loan contracts antic-
ipating a stay do not indicate the loan category. This is the case in seven
contracts,” while in three only the loan is designated as chrésis.”” The verb
daveilw is attested in just two documents — early and non Egyptian

% BGU 1v 1126, 20723; V1 1248, 20 (); P. Aberd. 56, 16-17; P. Alex. 8, 13-15; P. Cair. Isid. 80,
5—7; P. Dura 20, 12; P. Kron. 16, 28—29; P. Mich. v 241, 35—36 (?); v 355, 12-13; P. Oxf. 10, 20—29;
SPP xx11 36, 10-13.

39 P. Kron. 16, 29-30; P. Mert. 111 105, 30-31; P. Mich. 11 121 recto, col. 111 entry 3, L 2; v 355,
5—12; P. Tebr. 11 384, 9—11 & 28-31 (hypographé); SPP xx11 36, 12-13. Cf. HENGSTL, Private
Arbeitsverbdilenisse (cit. n. 13), p. 30.

31 P. Dura 20, 16-18; P. Flor. 1 44, 26-27 (?); P. Kell. 1 40, 12-17; P. Mert. 111 105, 32-34 ();
P. Mich. v 241, 37; P. Oxf. 10, 26—27; P. Tebt. 11 384, 778 & 2527 (bypographé); SB 1v 7358,
11-16. Cf- HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsverbilinisse (cit. n. 12), pp. 25—26; SAMUEL, ‘The Role of
Paranome’ (cit. n. 13), pp. 302—303.

32 BGU 1v 1126, 23-27; P. Bad. 11 22, 7-12. Cf. HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsverbdltnisse (cit. n.
14), p. 29 n. 117. In the last scenario one speaks of Aais or amdAvas of the paranomé.

33 P. Dura 20, 14-18. Compare also WESTERMANN, ‘The Paramone’, (cit. n. 13), p. 20.

3 In P. Alex. 8 the amount is 44 drachmas, in P. Mert. 111 105, 1734 it is 64 drachmas
and in P. Mich. x §87 the value of the loan amounts to 48 drachmas.
35 Cf. HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsverbiltisse (cit. n. 13), p- 25.

3% BGU 1v 1126; P. Alex. 8; P. Kron. 16; P. Mich. x §87; P. Tebt. 11 384; SB 1v 7358; SPP xX11
36. Cf. Apams, Paramoné (cit. n. 13), pp. 68—70; HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsverbdltnisse (cit. n.
13), p. 25; WESTERMANN, ‘The Paramone’, (cit. n. 13), pp. 17-18.

37 P. Aberd. 56, 125 P. Flor. 1 44, 145 P. Mert. 111 105, 21.
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respectively.”® Under Roman rule this verb, as well as the substantive dane-
‘om, re not applied in the context of the paramoné contract even in times and
places, as in the first-century cE Arsinoités, where it is otherwise still pre-
dominant.” It seems rather, that daneion and paramoné were set apart as two
distinct types of contracts.”

As already indicated, the paramoné arrangement is usually meant to
enable him to defray some elements of the loan through the service of the
person assigned. In some cases, this service would be applied toward both
the capital and the interest,” but it is more common for the service to
cover the interest alone," or the interest plus the expenses relating to the
debtor’s maintenance of the assigned person while staying with the cred-
itor.” The service is usually meant to begin immediately with the creation
of the debt. The only exception is P. Kron. 16, where it would be revert-
ed to only if the debt were not settled on time.

Not all contracts record the length of the stay," and one could expect
that in the absence of such an indication the contract would remain in
effect until the debt is settled. In three documents this condition is
explicitly stated.” In nine other cases, the contract articulates the dura-
tion of the stay, a possible indication that the main purpose of the con-

3% CPR xvi1 18, 2; P. Dura 20, 4. Probably also in Alexandria. Cf. ADams, Paramoné (cit.
n. 13), p. 70.

¥ Cf supran. 8.

10 Cf., in particular, P. Mi/. 1 7 38 cE, Theadelphia), regarding the liquidation of debts
(L 1320): 4s dperer 7 Te Tapavvis avw T | éalv)ris 4dedpdt ApmaTofoiy, bs TeTeAed-
|TKev, 76 épotd Apelov marpie}i 4180 pw] | Edmrelov, 65 opolws TeTeAetmrev, | kara ovv-
ypaspas 8o, piav pev | mapaporis dpoyudv ééfxovra, | ™y 8’ érépor Savelov ma| 11
Spaxudv elkoat, kTA. Compare also P. Mich. 11 121 recto, col. 111 entries 3 and 4. Cf. also,
ADpawMS, Paramoné (cit. n. 13), pp. 72-73; WESTERMANN, ‘The Paramone’, (cit. n. 13), p. 17.

1 BGU v 1126, 6—7; P. Kron. 16, 27—28; P. Mert. 111 105, 22.

2P Alex. 8, 8-9 (restored); P. Kell. 1 40, 9-10; P. Oxf. 10, 15; SB 1v 7358, 10.

P Flor. 1 44, 15717; P. Mich. 11 121 7¢cto, col. 111 entry 3, L. 1-2; 1217¢ct0, col. 1v entry 8,
L 1; x 587, 7-8; P. Tebt. 11 384, 18—20 (bypographé).

** Not indicated: P. Kron. 16. Not clear: P. Aberd. 56; P. Alex. 8; P. Flor. 1 44.

S P. Cair. Fsid. 80, 12; P. Dura 20, 7-9; P. Kell. 1 40, 11-14. Cf. HENGSTL, Private Arbeitsver-
hiltisse (cit. n. 13), p. 29.
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tract was not to provide the debtor with the credited capital, but to
engage him at the service of the creditor in the course of the stated dura-
tion. The duration of the stay extends in these cases from several months
to ten years."*

P. Col. inv. 131 exhibits several features that are typical of loans with a ser-
vice clause. One is the date and place of composition of the document.
As shown by P. Dura 20, the service clause is not uniquely Egyptian. In Egypt
it is attested in Kellis and in Alexandria, yet most of the documents — sixteen
in all - stem from the Arsinoite nome, where paramoné was in employed in
the villages as well as in the nome’s capital. The popularity of the paramoné
in the Arsinoités is also demonstrated to by the relatively large numbers of
contracts of its kind that were composed and registered in the grapheion of
Tebtynis in the 40s. CE" The present document originates from Theadelphia,
a village that has already yielded another sample of the same type of contract:
P.Oxf. 10 (98-102 CE). As for the date, even though the paramoné as an insti-
tution was certainly in existence in the Ptolemaic period,” with three or four
exceptions all loan contracts with the service clauses are early Roman, with
seven or eight, including P. Col. inv. 1317ecto, dating to the first century CE.

Another fairly common feature is the plurality of the debtors. Three
of the contracts in this group report two debtors,” in two of which they

6 BGU 1v 1126: 3 years; CPR xvi111 18: 10 years; P. Mert. 111 105, 17-34: 4 months; P. Mich.
v 241, 24-38: ten to twelve months; P. Mich. x §87: 1 year; P. Oxf. 10: 1 year; P. Tebr. 11 384:
1 year; PSI x 1120: 1 year; SPP xx11 36: two years. Cf. also P.'Ross. Georg. 11 18, 274 (139140
CE, Arsinoités).

Y Of a total of 1,434 contracts recorded in the anagraphé lists of 42—49 cE Tebtynis,
forty-nine (that is around 3.5 %) record a paramoné-related transaction: P. Mich. 11 121verso
(28 April — 28 August 42 CE) 2, 17; 4, 14; 5, 13; 5, 21; 6, 3; 7, 21; 9, 7; 9, 8; 9, 18; 11, 3; 12, 15;
P. Mich. 11 123 recto (5 September 45 — 23 August 46 CE) 2.5; 3.11; 3.18; 6.7; 6.41; 8.3; 10.32; 11,
25; 11, 265 12, 37; 12, 4T; 12, 47; 13, 12; 14, 7; 19, 17; 22, 11; P. Mich. 11 124 (4649 CB) recto 1, 15;
2, 20; verso 1, 27; P. Mich. 11 125.15 (5—14, 9, 45 CE); P. Mich. 11 128 (ca. 29, 8-27, 9, 46 CE) 3,
19; 3, 39; P. Mich. v 237 (after 3 October 43 CE) 1, 4; 1, 6; 1, 13; 1, 17; P. Mich. v 238 recto (after
26 December 46 CE) 1, 21; 2, 56; 2, 69; 2, 104; 4, 167; 4, 168; 4, 207; 4, 208; 4, 212; 4, 213; P.
Mich.v 240 (4647 CE) 1, 39; 2, §8.

*8 WESTERMANN, “The Paramone’, (cit. n. 13), pp- 35737

Y P. Mich. v 241 24-38; P. Oxf. 10; P. Tebr. 11 384. Cf. also P. Mich. 11 121 verso §, 21; 9,7; 9,
18; 12, 15; P. Mich. 11 123 recto 6, 41; P. Mich. v 237, 1, 4; P. Mich. v 238 recto 2, 104.
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are also known to be relatives: in P. Mzch. 241, 24—38 they are father and
son; in P. Tebt. 11 384 they are siblings. The same phenomenon is also
amply recorded in the related material® In these instances, only one of
the debtors personally undertakes service.” This is also the case here: Pet]
- -} together with his wife Taarmiysis takes from Nepheros a loan of
fifty-two drachmas. For this, it is Pet - - } alone, not his wife, who enters
a period of two years in Nepheros’ service. In this case, the debtor is to
discharge his duties at the creditor’s mill, a type of site specification that
is not without parallels.”

Eventually, the period of service came to an end. This event was
marked by crossing out the document that gave evidence to its terms.
The databank Greek Law in Roman Times («http://hudd.huji.ac.il/glrt_
guest.aspx») currently records forty-nine crossed-out loan documents
from the early Roman period.” In some of these contracts, the parties do
not only apply chiasmos, but the creditor also adds, in his own handwrit-
ing, an acknowledgment of the recovery of debt.” Such is the case with

% Loans taken by spouses in the context of a paramoné contract are also recorded in the
petition BGU 1v 1139 (5 BCE, Alexandria); the anagraphé entries P. Mich. 11 123 recto 3, 11; 11,
25; 14, 7; 19, 17; 22, 11 (45-46 CB); v 237, 1, 13 (after 3 October 43 CE); 238 recto 2, 56 (46 CE,
all the above from Tebtynis), and the petition P. Ryl. 11 128, 18—20 (after 13 February 30
CE, Euhémeria). BGU 1v 1154 (10 BCE, Alexandria), documenting the termination of a para-
moné contract, records a loan taken by two brothers and the wife of one of them.
In P. Mil. 17 (38 cg, Theadelphia), likewise recording the termination of a paramoné con-
tract, the borrowers are siblings. The anagraphé entry P. Mich. 11 123 recto 6.41 records
a loan taken by a father and his son.

st HEeNGSTL, Private Arbeitsverbdiltnisse (cit. n. 13), p. 27.

52 Six paramoné contracts report the location in which the debtor was to discharge his
duties: BGU 1v 1126, 9-10: év & [k]é[xmyrad] | adry 7 Tapeouis {vromwMiwy P. Aberd. 56,
14: [& ) T00] Axiléws 700 kal Toyvplw[vos oixie]; P. Flor. 1 44, 20—21: dirot] | [ka]7’
olxlav 7 kar’ dypd[v. The same formulation is also used in P. Kron. 16, 27; P. Mich. v 241,
33-34: mplomardv (read mydomarotvra) & 7§ To0 Ildrpw(vos) | kepaulw; SPP xx11 36, 9:
épyalopévmy map’ ov (read: &) éav PovAnrar 6 Ayx[depi]s yepdiew.

53 «http://hudd.huji.ac.il/ArtLogon.aspx?project=GLRT&username=u_crossed+out+loans-
2&password=KILSOGYHCEVOESTFBKGP»

5 [The dates are of the settlement of debtl BGU 1 101, 32-37 (= MChr 249, 115 CE, Arsi-
noités); 11 472 col. 11 passim (= MChr. 161, 141 CE, Karanis); P. Mich. 1x 571, 19-32 (9698
ck {71, Karanis); P. Oxy. 11 267, 3439 (= MChr. 281, 43 CE, Oxyrhynchos); P. Ups. Frid. 3,
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the present document. However, differently from the above instances,
the acknowledgment in P. Col. inv. 131 recto runs perpendicular to the
contract, on the left margin from top to bottom.
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2530 (123 cE, Oxyrhynchos); PSI x 1142, 30—31 (155 CE, Tebtynis); SB x 10234, 1015 (=
P. Oxy. 11 323 descriptum, 35 CE, Oxyrhynchos); 10246, 26-33 (= P. Oxy. 11 304 descriptum, 56
cg, Oxyrhynchos); SPP xx11 82, 9—12 (2nd cent. CE, Soknopaiou Nésos).
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