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Unnur María Bergsveinsdóttir – is an Icelandic historian. She has worked 
with oral history both as a researcher and as a project manager for the 
Icelandic Centre for Oral History from 2007–2009. She is now focused 
on an oral history project that chronicles the origin of Icelandic punk 
culture in the early 1980s. 

Katarzyna Bock-Matuszyk – historian; doctor of humanities, graduate of 
the Historical Institute at the University of Wrocław, coordinator of 
research projects of the „Remembrance and Future” Centre (Wrocław), 
member of the Polish Oral History Association.
katarzyna.matuszyk@zajezdnia.org

Hanna Gospodarczyk – graduated from the Institute of Ethnology and Cul-
tural Anthropology (University of Warsaw) and from Chair of Arabic 
and Islamic Studies (University of Warsaw). PhD-student at University 
of Warsaw, Artes Liberales Department and Historical Department. 
She conducted research in Lithuania and Poland and was granted with 
scholarships in Copenhagen (Denmark) and Tunis (Tunisia).
hania.gospodarczyk@gmail.com
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Marcin Jarząbek – historian and sociologist; assistant professor in the Institu-

te of History at Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Studied in Jagiellonian 
University and in Central European University in Budapest. Doctoral dis-
sertation (defended in 2014) was dedicated to the collective memory of the 
First World War veterans in interwar Poland and Czechoslovakia. Mem-
ber of the Board of the Polish Oral History Association.
marcin.jarzabek@uj.edu.pl

María Smáradóttir Jóhönnudóttir – born in 1971, in Reykjavík, Iceland. She 
is a practical nurs and works for a long time in that field, in 2011 she 
started her history studies in University of Iceland, and finnish the 
B.A. in 2014, dealing wit the subject of immigrants to Iceland.

Michał Kierzkowski – historian; in 2010 he defended his PhD thesis entitled 
Oral history as a research method for history. Historical-methodologi-
cal case study at the Institute of History of UAM in Poznań. Author 
of several scientific articles, co-editor of collaborative works. He pub-
lished among others in “Kwartalnik Historyczny” (History Quarterly), 
“Historyka – studia metodologiczne” (Methodological studies of a his-
torian) as well as in “Porównania” (Comparisons). Scholarship recipi-
ent of the Kościuszko Foundation (2007–2008). His interests evolve 
around methodology of history, theory of memory and oral history 
with particular focus on Central Europe.
exteberria@wp.pl

Wiktoria Kudela-Świątek – took her M.A. degrees in history (2007) and in 
Russian philology (2010) from Jagiellonian University; in 2012 she de-
fended her PhD dissertation, National- and Religion-motivated Perse-
cution as Recollected by Poles in Kazakhstan. A Study of Oral History 
at Jagiellonian University’s. She benefited from scholarships granted by 
the Polish government (2001–2007) and by the Local Government of 
Vinnytsia in Ukraine (2009–2010), she was also a grantee of the Polish 
Ministry of Science and Higher Education’s scholarship at the Pushkin 
State Russian Language Institute in Moscow (2009–2010). She is a mem-
ber of the International Oral History Association and Polish Oral Histo-
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246 ry Association. Author of three monographs, she has edited or co-edited 
several publications and written a number of articles in Polish, Russian 
and Ukrainian, dealing primarily with oral history, but also touching 
upon the subjects of memory (including the realms of memory and col-
lective memory), the histories of Poles exiled to the East in the 19th and 
20th centuries, the Holodomor, Soviet mass-deportations, every-day life 
in the Soviet Union and identity transformations in the former member 
states of the Communist Bloc. Her book on the history of the persecu-
tion of the Poles deported to Kazakhstan during WWII, Odpamiętane… 
O historii mówionej na przykładzie narracji kazachstańskich Polaków 
o represjach na tle narodowościowym i religijnym (2013), was nominated 
for the 2014 Identitas Prize for the Best Book in the Humanities.
sth_2004@o2.pl

Marta Kurkowska-Budzan – Assistant Professor at the Department of His-
tory of Historiography and Methodology of History, the Institute of 
History at Jagiellonian University in Krakow. She has held postdoctoral 
fellowships at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, 
DC (2002) and the Remarque Institute, New York University (2001). 
Her recent research concerns the cultural anthropology of sport and 
leisure in Poland 1945–1989 and projects in which she has been en-
gaged for past two years include: “Little Township, 1945–1989” and 
“Lifestyles in Communist Poland”. A recently completed project on 
the symbolization of the past in contemporary public and private dis-
courses resulted in the book Antykomunistyczne podziemie zbrojne na 
Białostocczyźnie. Analiza współczesnej symbolizacji przeszłości (Anti-
communist armed underground in the Bialystok region. The analysis 
of contemporary symbolization of the past), 2009. She is also the au-
thor of Historia zwykłych ludzi. Współczesna angielska historiografia 
dziejów społecznych (History of the people. English social historiog-
raphy), 2003, and co-author of the first Polish textbook on oral his-
tory: Historia mówiona. Elementarz (Oral History. The Primer), 2008, 
as well as co-editor of anthology Oral History. Challenges of Dialogue, 
2009. She is a member of editorial boards of „Historical Anthropology 
Yearly, Status Quo. Anti-disciplinary Journal” and „Historyka. Studies 
in Methodology”.
marta.kurkowska-budzan@uj.edu.pl
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247Helga Ólafs – a journalist and PhD-student in media studies at the Univer-
sity of Iceland. She writes about media representation of immigrants 
in Iceland. Her master thesis was about the uses of Icelandic media 
among Polish migrants in Iceland.

Robert Rydzewski – is a cultural anthropologist and documentary radio-
-maker in the Reportage and Documentary Studio at the Polish Na-
tional Radio. Currently his is a PhD-student in Cultural Anthropology 
Program at Adam Mickiewcz University in Poznań. His scientific inter- 
est are transformation of post-Yugoslav cites in Republic of Macedonia 
and Polish contemporary migration.
rydzewski.robert@gmail.com

Ewa Sowińska – studied history at the University of Wrocław as well Eng-
lish literature at the University of Bologna. Since 2014 she has been 
working in the “Remembrance and Future” Centre, coordinating re-
search projects.
ewa.sowinska@zajezdnia.org

Marek Szajda – PhD-student in history at the University of Wrocław. He is 
interested in jewish studies, history of Poland in 20th century and oral 
history. 
szajda.marek@gmail.com

Michal Šmíd – editor of the www.memoryofnations.eu Internet portal in 
Prague, worked as a journalist and web editor. From 2001 employeed 
in the Office for Nazi Victims set up by the Czech–German Future 
Fund. Since 2008 working in the Publishing Section of the Institute for 
the Study of Totalitarian Regimes of the Czech Republic and coopera-
ting with the Post Bellum Foundation and Czech Radio on the internet 
portal that provides an online archive of witness testimonies, called 
Memory of Nations (Paměť národa in Czech). 
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versity of Wrocław, Fulbright and Kościuszko Foundation alumna. She 
specializes in history education, public history and post-WWII Polish 
American history, is a board member of the International Society for 
History Didactics, of the Polish American Historical Assocation and of 
the Presidium of the Migration Studies Committee of the Polish Aca-
demy of Sciences. Her monograph White and Red Umbrella. The Polish 
American Congress in the Cold War Era (1944–1988) has just been pub-
lished by Helena History Press.
joanna.wojdon@uwr.edu.pl

Anna Wojtyńska – an anthropologist, graduate of ethnology at the Warsaw 
University, currently PhD-student at the Faculty of Anthropology at 
the University of Iceland. For the past few years she has conducted 
research on Polish migration to Iceland.

Karolina Żłobecka – is a PhD-student at the Institute of History at the Ja-
giellonian University. Her research interests are oral history, memory 
studies and social history of communism. She took part in many pro-
jects based on oral history and biographical approach. She is president 
of the Polish Oral History Association.
karolina.zlobecka@gmail.com


